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SIXTH REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS 
COMMISSION. 


To the Exemtim Coumil of the 

American Ilistoi'ical Aseociation: 

The Historical Manuscripts Commission Legs leave to sub- 
mit herewith its sixth" report. In its fifth report the commis- 
sion announced that it had undertaken to prepare for publi- 
cation a selection of the papers of Salmon Portland Chase, 
which had been brought together through the efforts of Prof. 
AlbertBushnellHartand Mr. James Ford Rhodes. This task 
was intrusted to Dr. Herbert Friedenwald, then a member 
of the commission, and he had made considerable progress 
in his labors when such restrictions were placed upon the 
use of the papers that he found it impossible to complete the 
work. The hope was then expressed that the work might be 
resumed at an early day. ^ At the close of the year 1900 Mr. 
Thwaitos felt compelled to resign the chairmanship of the 
commission, and Prof. Herbert L. Osgood was appointed in 
his place. Some months later Professor Osgood resigned, 
owing to the press of other duties, and the present incum- 
bent was appointed. So little time remained before the 
meeting of the association in December, 1901, that little 
could bo ac,complished save to make arrangements to resume 
the preparation of the Chase papers for publication. This 
was done in accordance with the wish of the commission as 
previously expressed, and with the advice of those who 
were most familiar’ with the papers. The Massachusetts 
Historical Society, in whose custody they were, kindly 

a Owinir to changes in the inemborshipof the commission during the year 1901, there 
was no printed report for that year, which was the sixth year of the commission’s 
activities. 

h Atmual Report of the American Historical Association, 1900, 598. 
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placed them on deposit at the Yale University library in 
December, 1901, and the task of selection was undertaken. 
The character of the collection and the sources from which 
it was gathered were indicated in the quotation from Pro- 
fessor Hart’s account of them to the Massachusetts Historicial 
Society, which was published in the report for 1900." 

When the chairman of the commission examined Ibis 
material the great bulk of it was found to consist of lott(U-s 
to Mr. Chase, most of them by men of only local reputation. 
To examine personally the thousands of such letters pre- 
served in this collection was an undertaking quite impraciti- 
cable, and consequently the services of Dr. Ei-nest II. Baldwin 
were secured for a preliminary sifting. Dui-ing tlu‘, earluu- 
3 ''ears of the correspondence tlu'.re was little that d(',serv('<l 
publication, the average yield l)oing not ov(‘r four or live 
letters to the thousand. While this work was going on, and 
before the papers had been in his hands two months, iln^ 
chairman was informed that the collection had been sold to 
the Library of Congress and would have to be S(*nt on to 
Washington immediabdy. Fortunabdy Professor Hart, in 
pursuance of a»i earlier plan of publishing som(\ selections 
from the correspondetuie of the (dvi 1-war pen-iod, had col- 
lected in one largo docket the most inhu-esting letbu-s. Most 
of the r<'st of the (wrrosponden<*,e was now examined c.urso- 
rily under pressure of haste, and memoranda made of what 
seemed promising. In dmUanu', through the kindness of 
the Librarian of Clongress, the letters of which note had 
been made and th(\ large docket of “ sixadal kdters ” H(d('<;t(‘.d 
hy Professor Hart were returne<l to New Haven to l>e at the 
disposal of the commission. 

The chairman feels fairly eonlident that the mab'rial 
appended to this report seha-ted from this mass of (torr<*- 
spondence (institutes a very largo part of what it woukl 
have been found desirable to pul)lish if the whole collection 
had been (auifully sifted, and he doubts if the additional 
(ixponse for such a comph^te examination would hav(» been 
justified by the lisults. Btill it was bis inte.ntion t-o have 

« PagpH f)y0~5y2; P.f. alno l'rotu‘t‘<UnK« <tf tho MuHHtwthuHt'llH IUHtork^al Dpptim" 

Ibtir, 5i71W17H. 
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such an examination made until it was interz'upted by the 
transfer of the papers to the Library of Congress. 

The letters of one of Chase’s correspondents, Mr. George 
S. Denison, are printed in full, and constitute probably the 
most important addition to historical material that is made 
in the present report. Mr. Denison was familiar with the 
South before the war, and he was Chase's official and per- 
sonal representative. in New Orleans from June, 1862, till 
March, 1865, serving in the various capacities of special 
agent and acting collector,” special agent and acting sur- 
vej^or,” and ^‘commissioner of internal revenue.” 

As Chase’s personal representative and confidential agent 
it was his duty to observe and report the progress of events, 
and to assist in stimulating and encouraging the formation 
of a Union party and in shaping its sentiments aright. The 
letters which follow were written by Mr. Denison in the 
latter capacity. They comment freely on military matters 
and the delicate and embarrassing problems connected with 
the regulation of trade. They also contain critical esti- 
mates of important characters, chronicle the course of 
political affairs, and discuss questions of policy, not omit- 
ting some references to Mr. Chase’s political aspirations. 
Many of Mr. Denison’s statements admit easily of verifica- 
tion by reference to the printed sources which bear on the 
period. Wherever thus tested, so great is their faithful- 
ness to the letter and the spirit of the facts as to justify 
great confidence in Mr. Denison’s judgment, discernment, 
and conscientiousness in all matters upon which he touches. 

The letters written by Chase arc a selection in the main 
from those written to Charles Sumner and to Mr. Edward 
S. Hamlin, of Ohio, an antislavery journalist and a sup- 
porter of (Jhase. The letters to Sumner have been printed 
almost entire for the light they throw on the friendly rela- 
tions between these two antislavcry leaders and upon the 
personality of Chase at a period in his life which his biogra- 
phers have treated relatively briefly. The chairman of the 
commission desire^s to express his appreciation of the facili- 


« Tills partigraph roprosonts ProfcHsor Moore’s judgment on the JDonison eorre- 
pondonoe. 
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ties afforded by the librarian of Harvard Univco-.sity for 
examining and securing the transe.ription of tlu^ ('orn'.- 
spondence, and for the authorization to publish it. '^h(^ 
Hamlin collection was transcribed uiuku- tiu'. suiau-vision of 
Dr. Friedeuwald. Those leth'.rs hav<^ b(>en .s(>.l(>cled for })ub- 
lication which throw light ui)on Cihuse’s i)o.silion in th(' 
momeiitoiis fcienatoj-ial ('hwtion of lS4!l and upon his atti- 
tude on national issiu's. Thos<'. that, luus' lanm omilled 
arc merely repetitions of tlu' matter contained in those' 
printed, or relate, to matters of pur('lv temporary and local 
interest. These, letters add (a)nsid('rably to tJi<’ nnnilx'r 
printed in Warden and Schuckers. 'file nunilx'r <'ould no 
doubt have been increased by furt.lu'r ('tiort. but it must b(' 
romombered that both Warden and iSelmckci's had alrc'ady 
swept the field, and, second, that (lhast' had no such body of 
eorrespondents as diddharles Sunuu'r. 4'he, h'tb'r books 
had b(“en gleaned b}' Dr. Friedenwald, and th(', tininse.ri[)ts 
made under his supervision ha\'e b('<',n use<l, as was the (use 
with the Haniiin hdters. In a f('W cas('s tin' ilh^gibility of 
the writing has batlh'.d the trans(U‘ib(*r. 

The text of tlu'. diary is from a transcrij)! mad(' undei' tin' 
supervision of Professoi’ Hart. Most of this r(>eord was 
published by Warden, and eonsiderabh^ portions of it by 
Schuck(',rs, and it will no doubt seem to some open to ([ues- 
tion whether it should be reprinted by the commi.ssion. In 
favor of such a (’('publication it may Ix' said that although 
Warden rcsproduced his ('xtnuds accurabdy enough his 
nuitlKxl is so unsystematie that the student ntnu'C knows 
whether the whole of the entry of the day is g'ivnm, and tin' 
date of the entries is )x)t always e.hur. Again, tlx' narra 
tive is constiintly interrupted by garrulous eomuK'iit, and, 
finally, Ids work has long Ixaui out of print. In view, tlu'ii. 
of the intrinsic historii^al importaiu'e of this eouhunporary 
record, and of th(( fragmentary and unsatisfae.tory form in 
which it woidd otherwise Iw awossihle, it was dcxdded to 
include it in this report. 

Prefixed to the scltHttions from the (llias(( papers will lx* 
found a brief caUmdar of souu^ six hundred of (lhiis('V 
private letters that have been previously pidjlished. 'I’his 
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calendar was prepared under the supervision of the chair* 
man by Mr. Samuel H. Dodson, of Yale Universit 3 ^ 

The chairman wishes to acknowledge the valuable work 
done by Dr. Friedenwald in the collection and transcription 
of the Chase-Hamlin letters, and of the letters copied from 
Chase’s letter books. 

The editorial work for the present volume has been done 
by the (‘hairman of the commission, except that upon the 
Denison correspondence, which was undertaken by Professor 
Moore, wliose studies in Louisiana history since the civil 
war enabled him to render exceiitionally valuable assistance. 
In regard to editorial annotation, it was thought best to err 
on the side of too little rather than on that of too much 
annotation. 

Through the kindness of Mi\ Worthington C. Ford, 
transcripts of the diplomatic correspondence of the French 
ministers to the United States — Ternant, Genet, Fauchet, 
and Adct — have been offered to the commission. The tran- 
scripts were made from the oidginals in the Archives des 
affaires ctrangercs in Paris for Mr. Ford and his brother, 
the late Paul Leicester Ford. These pape]‘s are now in the 
hands of Professor Turner, of the University of Wisconsin, 
who will edit them for the commission, with additional tran- 
scripts procured from Paris under his direction. Professor 
Turner writes that those papers, which amount in the total 
to al)out 300,000 words, clearly exhibit the policy of Prance 
toward the United States from 1701 to 1797, and throw 
much light on the struggle for the Mississippi Valley, not 
only supplementing the Clark-Gonct papers, but supplying 
material for the years preceding and following Genet’s 
mission. Taken together with the transcripts which Pro- 
tVoSsor Turnm’ will ])roe.ure from Paris, the correspondence 
will throw new light on the Louisiana purchase. There is 
good reason to hope that this material will bo ready for 
puhlieation in the report for 1903.. 

The other memlxu's of ‘the commission would hereby 
express their gratcrful appreciation of Mr. Ford’s interest 
in their work and his valuable (‘,ooi)eratiou l)ofore bo became 
a member of the (iommission, manifested by his putting 
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these papers at their disposal. They also feel deeply 
indebted to Professor Turner for undertaking- the prepara- 
tion of this material for publication. 

Edwaeb G. Bourne, Chairmun. 
Frederick W. Moore. 

Theodore C. Smith. 

Reuben G. Thwaites. 

Georoe F. Garrison. 
Worthington C. Ford. 

March. 11103. 
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PART I. CALENDAR OF LETTERS OF SALMON P. CHASE ELSE- 
WHERE PRINTED AND LIST OF LETTERS NOW PRINTED. 


Compiled by S. H. Dodson. 


A.-LETTERS HERETOFORE PRINTED. 

18^8, February —.—To C. D. Cleveland. John Randolph in the House 
of Representatives. Schuckers’s Chase, 28 (extract). 

i888, November SO.— To Booz M. Atherton. Bishop Chase’s suit 
against trustees of Kenyon College. Warden’s Chase, 236. 

1834, January 27.— To Hon. Sam. F. Vinton, M. C. Memorandum 
of letter requesting appointment as Visitor to West Point. Warden’s 
Chase, 237. 

January 81.— To Rev. M. T. C. Wing. Bishop Chase’s claim on Ken- 
yon College. Warden’s Chase, 237 (extract). 

1885, February 8.— To Hon. Sam. F. Vinton. Hamilton County, Ohio, 
and (ieneral Harrison’s candidacy. Warden’s Chase, 246, 247, 248, 249 
(extract). 

February 16. —To Judge John McLean. Judge McLean’s candidacy 
for the Presidency. Warden’s Chase, 249-250. 

February 27.— To 0. G. Wirt. Memorandum of letter relating to a 
biography of Mr. Wirt. Warden’s Chase, 233. 

March 25.— To E. L Chase. Substance of letter relating to William, a 
relative, etc. Warden’s Chase, 243. 

March 25.— To Mr. J. P. Garniss. Meeting in Philadelphia, and local 
politics. Warden’s Chase, 243. 

April, 8.— To Richard Peters, Esq. New edition of Chancery Reports. 
Warden’s Chase, 243 (abstract). 

ifo)/ <?.— To Rev. A. Ganills. Bishop Purcell’s bill. Warden’s Chase, 
243. ' 

May 29.— To Hamilton Smith, Esq. Cincinnati’s progress, etc. War- 
den’s Chase, 244 (extract). 

June 8.— To Nicholas Longworth, Esq. A note declining legal care of 
Ins business. Warden’s Chase, 244-246. 

1842, January 21.— To Hon. J. R. Giddings. Liberty party and 
national issues. Julian’s Giddings, 130-131. 

February 15.— To lion. J. R. Giddings. Liberty party and slavery. 
Julian’s Giddinc-s. ].39-ls.<t 
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October — .—To New York Liberty party (*,<)iiv('nti(m niaiuigerH, Syra- 
cuse. Liberty party and slavery. life of W. L. (JarrLsori, ))y his Chil- 
dren, III, 61-62 fox tract). 

1846y Ang'Ud 15 , — To lion, J. R. Ciddin^H. AVliigs, DinnocriitH, and 
an anti-slavery party. Schiu'kers’s Chase, 9h-100 (extractt). 

October 20. — To Hon. J. R. Giddings. R<dation to politi<!al parties 
and slavery. Schuckershs Chase, 100 ((‘xtra<!t). 

1847^ ^Inrcli J8. — T() Lewis Tappan. Van Zandi kidnaping (tase. 
Sclmekers’s Chase, 65-66 (fall extract). Sc^wanTs Sewar<l, 11, 41 
(extract). 

^ fay 12. —To Hon. John P. Hale. Tin', (courts and <he slav(n stand 
of parties, and the anti-slav('ry attitude. In Wanhsi’s Chase, 512-515. 

1848 . — To- . Relating to the political ('vends of 1848, and in 

particnlar to the Kro(‘soil (uirnj)aign, but undah'd. Wanhui’s Chast', 
518-510. 

1840, March To C/Olonel Morse. .Election to Seniate'; VV'hig charge's 
and answer. Se'biicke'rs’s (Imse', 05 (e^xtraed). 

March (/). — To (1. I). Cleveland. True to principles of freenloin. 
SchueJce'rs’s Chase, 95-96 ({*x tract). 

To Chark'H R. Mille^r, Toledo. Kreu^-soil nioveuueuit. Schn<6<- 
ers’s Chaser, 100-101 (e^xtracli). 

July 80. — To John (L Bre^sUn. Old-line I)ennoe?ra(y and fre^e Deunoc- 
raey: Basis for unity against slavery. Seduickers’s Chases 101-105 (ex- 
traed). 

July SO. — To lion. Asa G. Oiuunoc.k. Hlavery non-intervention and 
Deuuocratie^ jairty. Wareleui’s Chase*, 552“*555. 

A'a(ju>\t 6\--To Uon. Asa G. Dinnnoe'k. Deunoc, ratio party in fre*e 
states and position of tJemewal Cjihh. Wurdeui’sClhase', 555 55 1 (e'xlraeds). 
To Lynuui W. Hall, Kh(|. Prine'iples ratJu'r than parties, 
WardeiPs Chasee, 551-552. 

Auyauf 7."-" To (\ U. Mille'r. Kree^-soile'rs on tins Rewtrves <d(‘. War- 
den’s (Ihase^ 551 (extraci). 

Aruimt 15.-- To (hi. John K. Morse. Apf>ortionine»nt law and Hatnil- 
tou (hunty, etc. Warden’s Chase, 52 L 

OctfJcr 15. ' To John Hutchings. Apportiomneuit law and Hamilton 
County, Warek'ii’s Clmse, 522-525. 

NocemUcr 28.^- To Geerritt Smith. Slavt^ry views, ptuet ami prewmt. 
Warden’s Chase*, 555, 

mi, Auymt 2. -To — Slave^ry, a States institution, oU\ War- 
den’s Chase*, 554-555. 

1854, Fchrnanj AA— To ITu'odore Parke^r. Coworkers for humanity. 
Weiss’s Parker, II, Apiauulix V, 517. 

March To Theodores Parker. Th(» N<d)niHka (piewtion, ede. 
Weiss’s Parker, 1 1, Appc'ndix V, 517 (oxlraet). 

April 5.— -To Thenalore Parke^r. The Nebraska (piestion, etc. WcJsh’s 
P arker, U, Apptuidix V, 518. 

December 28.- -To John PaiiL Parties and slave^ry. Helmckers’s 
ChastJ, 15(i-I58 (extnicts). 
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1855^ March ^2 . — To J. S. Pike. The attitxade of the Knownothings 
in Ohio. Pike’s First Blows of the Civil War, 294. 

June !20. — To J. S. Pike. Knownothingism. Chase’s chances for the 
Presidency on an anti-Nebraska ticket in 1856, ibid., 295-296. 

October 18. — To J. S. Pike. Chase’s campaign for governor of Ohio. 
Ibid., 298-300. 

1856 J June SS . — To Theodore Parker. Kansas and slavery. Weiss’s 
Parker, II, Appendix Y, 518. 

July 17. — To Theodore Parker. Slavery: Constitutionally and mor- 
ally. Schnckers’s Chase, 611-612 (extract); Weiss’s Parker, II, Ap- 
pendix V, 519-520. 

December IS . — To Charles Sumner. Care of his health. Sumner’s 
Memoirs and Letters, edited l)y E. L. Pierce, III, 517-518 (extract). 

Drceynber SO . — To Capt. John Brown. Indorsement. Sanborn’s Life 
and Letters of John Brown, 363. 

1857^ March 10. — To Col. F. T. Chambers. A warrant of pardon in 
case of summons. Warden’s Chase, 359. 

May 8. — To James L. Ruffin, Esq., Cincinnati. Refusing a pardon, etc. 
Warden’s Chase, 360. 

May 8. — To T. A, O’Conner, Esq., Cincinnati. Refusing a pardon, 
etc. Warden’s Chase, 360. 

May //. — To lion. TI. J. Adams, mayor, Leavenworth, Kans. T. 
Free-soilers. Attitude of President. Warden’s Chase, 341-342. 

June 0. — To Nelson Hawkins (alias J. B. ). Contributions for Kansas. 
Sanborn’s John Brown, 363-364 (footnote). 

June 15. — To A. P. Stone. Transmitting documents to him. War- 
den’s Chase, 352. 

September IS . — To youngest daughter. Campaign si)eeches for gov- 
ernorship. Scliuckers’s Chase, 188-189. 

J85S^ March tl . — To William H. Seward. Popular sovereignty, etc. 
Republi(^an party, a necessity. Warden’s Chase, 342-343. 

March. 25. — To Tlieodore Parker. National Government and slavery, 
etc. Weiss’s Parker, II, Appeiulix Y, 520. 

May IS . — To James S. Pike. Chase’s attitude on the Lecompton'bill; 
Douglas’s opposition to the bill. Pike’s First Blows of the Civil War, 
419-420. 

July 6\— To State Teiu‘hera’ Association, Ohio. Education. Scliuck- 
ers’s Chase, 170-171 (footnote). 

August 16. — To Theodore Parker. New England, etc. Weiss’s Par- 
ker, II, Appendix Y, 520-521. 

1859, January IS. — To Theodore Parker. Mr. Parker’s health. W eiss’s 
Parker, JI, Appendix Y, 521. 

December 1.— To Governor 11. A. Wise, Ya. On invading Ohio, fol- 
lowing John Brown’s raid. Schuckers’s Chase, 192. 

1800, March 19.— To [J. B. Pike?] The Chicago nomination. Pike’s 
First Blows of the Civil War, 502-503. 

April 2. — To J. B. Pike. The affairs of Mrs. Gamaliel Bailey and the 
Era. Pike’s First Blows of the Civil War, 504-506. 
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May 17 {dated wrong). — To Abraliaiu Lincoln. (lon^rai-nlaiionH on 
nomination, etc. Warden's Chase, 368~.S()4. 

November 7. — To Abraham Lincoln. Congratulations on his (‘lection, 
etc. Warden's Chase, 364; Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, III, 2-15. 

November SO. — To Mrs. Randall Hunt, N(‘w OrU'ans. Platforms, slav- 
ery and runaways. AVarden’s Chaser, 366-367; the same l(4;t,(u* with a 
few verbal changes will bo found in Bchuckers’s Clhaso, 169-201, giv(‘n 
as addressed to Mr. Randall Hunt. 

December SO . — To General S(5ott. Urging him to forestall stH'ession l>y 
force of arms, and in the face of Pn'sident and S(H(T(‘tary of War, Wiu- 
den’s Chase, 367-368. 

1861, January 9. — To lion. T. Shwims. Faith in Lincoln, Ward(‘n’s 
Chase, 377. 

January U. — To William H. S(‘war(l. Tlu‘ (’onstitutioii and the 
Union, etc. v^c.hnck(ws’s Chase, 202 (footnote). ” 

February 0.-— 1^0 . Border States. Thurlow W(‘(mI M(an(»ir, JI, 

329. 

March d.— To Governor William I)(mis<m, Ohio. R(‘signs Senatorshij). 
ychuckers’s Chase, 207-208. 

March 10. — To Mr. Wirt. On errors in a n^portt'd (^onv(n'sation Ix'- 
tween them, ptiblished in Haltiinon^ Exchange on 7th. Warden’s 
Chase, 372-374 (extract); Mumkews’s Chase, 421-423 ((^xtra(4). 

March 16. — To President Lincoln. Poli(‘y of provisioning Fort vSum- 
ter. Warden’s Chase, 370-371; KSchuc,k(ws's Cluiso, 423-t2-l ((^xtrtKit); 
Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, III, 3H5 (extract). 

March 27. — To W. H. Howard. The apt)rais(‘rship at N(‘w York. 
Bancroft’s Howard, IT, 356-357 (footnote). 

March To President Lincoln. ()i)inion in regard to Fort. Hnnil.t^r. 
Nicolay and Hay’s Liiuioln, III, 430. 

Ajml -To President Lineoln. Hucxx^mh of loan. Nieolay and Hay’s 
Lim^oln, IV, 78 (footnote). 

Aprill().--To . Friends and appouitments. Hidmekers’s ( llmscs 

274 (extract). 

April To Alphonso Taft, Oimannati. Attitudes toward ( bnled(‘r- 
acy at first. H(duK‘k(‘rs’H Chases 420-421 ((extract). 

To PrewUait Lincoln. Inaction and poeitioa of Maryland. 
Sehiickers’s Chase, 424 (extract); Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, JV, 166 
167 (extract). 

.^<5?.— To Alphonso Taft. Defends attitiuU* toward provisioning 
Fort Humter. Warden’s Chase, 371. 

May ^7.— To John Roberts. Appointments. H(4ui<',kt^rs’H 
274-275. 

May2S.--i£o George D. Prentice, Louisville, Ky. R(4)<4 supplies from 
Louisville. Hc.huckers’s (“lhase, 425 (t‘xtra(‘t). 

Jm\e iP.— To John H. Carlisle, Wheeling, Va. Union men in hordtu' 
Htates and enlistments. H(‘hut;kers’s Chases 425 ((^xtracd.). 

June iP.— To lion. Milton Hutliffc. Political parties/ Hehu(‘k(w’s 
Chase, 275 (oxtra(‘.t). 
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Jniiie. 13 . — To Hon. Jainos (TUthrie, Kentucky. Federal (Trovernment 
and Kcnitin^ky. Rebel supplies from LouiHville. Schnckens’a Chase, 
42() (extract). 

June W. — To S(HTOtary of War. United Htaies ])oiids in payment for 
transportation. Schuc, kern’s ClniHe, 42G. 

Jub] 7. — To Gem. (xcorgt'i B. ]\T(‘,Clcllan. Affairs in ])order Btaies, et<‘. 
Sc.hiK'.kers’s Chase, 427-428 (extra(t). Nicoiav and Hay’s Lincoln, VI, 
257 (extract). 

,hdy 30 . — To Hiram Barney, colle<tor, port of New York. Appoint- 
meiitiH. S(‘,hu(*korH’s Chase, 275 (extract). 

Aagud //. — To Gen. John C. F>einont.. War expenditnrciHaiid economy. 
S(tiuckerH’s Chase, 275-275 (extra(t). 

. iugmi 33. — To M, I). Potter. Action in army and economy. Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 275 ((extract). 

. i ugnM 34^ — To 1 Ton. ( rarreti Davis. Slavery and Kentu(*ky. Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 275 ((extract). 

Septrnther /). — To Green Adams, Kentucky. War for the Union, not 
against slavery. Fugitives. Schuckers’s Chase, 128—129 (extract). 

Hepfc,inf)(r IS . — To August Belmont, England. National loan. 8chuck- 
ers’s Chase, 277 (extract). 

Hepitmher 17. — To Gem. W. T. Sherman, Ciinannati. Anns and sol- 
diers for Kentucky. Schuc.kers’s Chase, 429 (extract). 

JSeptnnher /<V. — To (icn. William Nelson, Louisville. Succtess in Ken- 
tucky. Bchuckers’s Chase, 429-430 (extract). 

Hepteviher IS . — To William Gray, Boston. War Department. Schuttk- 
era’s Chase, 430 (extract). 

Jdepternber 30 . — To Hon. Simeon Nash. Proclamations by generals. 
National currency, otc.^ Schuekers’s Chase, 277-278 (extract). 

October 1. — To John C. Hamilton. Alexander Hamilton’s face (ni 
United States notes. Schuckers’s Chase, 278. 

October 3. — To Larz Anderson, Cincinnati. State troops and other 
troops. The finances. ScLuckers’s Chase, 430-431 (extract), 

October 9 . — To George Carlisle. Demands for troops, Schuckers’s 
Chase, 431 (extract). 

October 10. — To Joseph Medill, Gold notes and bank notes. Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 278-279. 

October 19. — To General Nelson. Arms for Kentucky. Scthiickers’s 
Chase, 431-432 (extract). 

October 19. — To Jay Cooke. Secretary Seward’s circular to the gov- 
ernors on defenses. Schuckers’s Chase, 432 (extract). 

October 3S. — To J oseph Cable. General Frdmont. Schuckers’ s Chase, 
432 (extract). 

November 0. — To R. B. Warden. Commending article on the war. 
Warden’s Chase, 389; S(*hiickers’s Chase, 279. 

November 37. — To Simon Cameron. Army expenses and the revenues, 
Schuckers’s Chase, 279-281. 

December — . — To El G. Spaulding. Legal-tender clause of House bill 
No. 240. Schuckers’s Chase, 244 (extract in footnote). 

H. Doc. 451j pt 2 2 
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December 7/.— To ikm. (Jeorjro H. I\I<*( Pollan. AnkiiiK an int(aTU‘\v. 
Behuckers’s Chase, 431^ ( (‘xtrai‘.t) . 

December To Murat Halstead. Defends B<‘(‘r(4ary Canan’oii. 
Bchuckers’s Chase, 2S1. 

X8(>^, Januarif — .-“‘To K. L. PicM’e.e. IN)rt Ih)yal. Wardtuds (Hiasis 
395-39(> (extract)- 

Jaw/an/—.— To Colonel Reynolds. Port Royal. Wanhads (llmse, 
396 (footnote). 

Jannarij ,5.— To lion. T. C. Day. Royalty and CoNaaninuMit contracts. 
Warden’s Cliase, 397 (c'xtracT). 

.Am/curv jf^’.—To P(‘ter Zinn. Ohio Scmitorship. War nianapfeiiuad. 
Bchuckers’s Chast‘, 363 (<u\trat‘.t). 

Janumj 1C C. Bpauldin^^. ( V)nc(‘rninjj: Unit(Ml Stat<‘s uot(‘s; 
regrets the iKU'.CHsity of making them l<‘gal-t(m(U‘r pap(‘r mon(\v. 1C (i. 
BpaTilding’s History of Regal Tender Paper Mom^y, 27. 

,Jammr\j'J7. — To Hon. Rush U. Sloan. Ohio Mimatorship. Warchads 
Chase, 408 (extract). 

January — To Judge tians. Ohio Bematorship. Wanhnd.s Chase, 

408-409. ' 

January ;2<v. — To Hon. R(^v(‘r(ly Johnson. Ohio Bimatorship. War- 
den’s Chase, 412. 

Jamixmf — To Thaddeus BU^vens. House hill No. 2'U), on l(‘gal ten* 
ders. S(‘.huek('.rH’s Chase, 243 245. Ni(‘olay and Hay’s Riu(*oln, VI, 
232 (extrae.t). 

January .W.— To 1C (R Bpauhling. OnBpatdding’s spt'c'ch; disappoint 
inent at not nuKUving cn‘<lit f<>r linaneial meaHuri‘H. Bpatilding’s History 
of Rc^gal Tender Paper Mon(^N% 46. 

February *1— To IC C. Bpaidding. R(‘gal-timri(‘r claus(‘. Bchuckers’s 
Chase, 245 (extract); Nicolaynnd Hay’s Rinc<dn, VI, 232 233 ((»xtract h 
February --To AV. C. Bryatit. Ia^gal-t(m<l(*r eluns(‘, and why favort'd. 
Warden’s Chase, 409. 

February S , — To IC ( R Spaulding. Reading linaneial nitui favor legal- 
tender notes. Pass tlm bill to-day. Spaulding’s History, 7R 
Febmary Tmde perudit-s htd.wcaui fnn* ami slavt^ States, 

Wardetds Chast‘, 413 ((extract). 

February a, * d’o 1C M. SIu(4d. (tovenunent “mortar IksIs” contnud. 
Wankin’ s ChaH<s 414. 

February 7.— To W. P. Pesm^ulen. Bill for issuing $1 0,(KK),(KK) hi noh‘H. 
Spaulding’s History, 99. 

February 17 'h) D. Potter. Ohio Heuatorship, A riny sucix^sses. 
Wardeids'chase, 414-415, 416 (extracts). 

Felmmrif 17. — To Bishop M(d lvalue. Poreigu interviuition imt (iroli- 
ahlo. Army success. Warden’s (’base, 416. 

Felnruary JO . — To N. H. Wilson. On trade permits. WardiadsChaws 
413 (extract). 

February SO. — To K. C. Cowilin. Amdvi^rsiiry of Washinghuds birth- 
day. Warden’s Chase, 416-417. Schuckei’s’s Cliase, 363 364. 
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February 27. — To General Dix. On trade permits. Warden’s Chase, 
413-414 (extract). 

March — . — To Rev. Dudley Chase, Recommended to a Government 
position. Warden’s Chase, 417. 

March 9. — To General Halleck. Opening the Cumberland River, etc. 
Warden’s Chase, 418-419. 

March 10 . — To Hon, IT. Wilson. On appointing General Blenker or 

Carl Schurz to . Warden’s Chase, 420; Schuckers’s Chase, 434 

(extract). 

March 16. — To Henry C. Carey. The Trent affair. Schuckers’s 
Chase, 364. 

March 26. — To W. P. Mellen. Status of rebel States. Warden’s 
Chase, 421-422; Schuckers’s Chase, 364-365. 

March 26 or 28. — To General McDowell. Action, not reviews, for the 
Army. Warden’s Chase, 422; Schuckers’s Chase, 365 (extract). 

March 28 or April 2. — To Hon. Bradford Wood. The army in Vir- 
ginia. Bad policy toward slavery. Negroes as soldiers. Warden’s 
Chase, 423; Schuckers’s Chase, 365-366 (extract). 

March SI. — To Rev. W. G, Elliot. Emancipation by compensation, 
etc. Warden’s Chase, 423-424. 

April 1. — To Col. George P. Este. Influence for promotion denied. 
Warden’s Chase, 424 (extract) ; Schuckers’s Chavse, 365. 

April 18. — To Col. T. M. Key. Army near Washington. Emancipa- 
tion bill for District of Columlna. Schuckers’s Chase, 434-435 (extract). 

April 21. — To Capt. Daniel Ammen, Jacksonville, Florida. Freder- 
icksburg. Schuckers’s Chase, 435 (extract). 

April 23. — To Charles C. Leigh. Port Royal. Warden’s Chase, 424- 
425. 

May 7. — To his daughter Nettie. Presidential party’s trip to Fortress 
Monroe. Warden’s Chase, 426-427; S(‘huckers’s Chase, 366-368; Nicolay 
and Hay’s Lincoln, V, 234 (extract). 

May 8. — To his daughter Nettie. Atta(^k on Sewells Point and the 
Mcrrimac. Warden’s Chase, 427-428; Schiickers’s Chase, 369-370; Nico- 
lay and Hay’s Lincoln, V, 235 (extract). 

May 11. — To his daughter Nettie. Cai>ture of Norfolk. Warden’s 
Chase, 428-432. Schin^kers’s Chase, 370-374; Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, 
V, 236 (extract). 

May 14 . — To General McDowell. Richinoml, Warden’s Chase, 433; 
8c‘,huck(‘r’H (Jiase, 435-436 (extract). 

May 16. — To President Lincoln. (General Ilunler’s proclamation free- 
ing slaves. Warden’s Chase, 433-*! 34. 

May 24. — To Murat Halstead. McClellan and Richmond. Schuckers’s 
Chase, 436 (extract). 

May 30. — To Secretary Stanton. Short enlistments. S(diuckers’s 
Chase, 374-375 (extract). 

May 31. — To E. D. Mansfield. Reserve forces. Army inaction. 
Wchuckers’s (yhas(^, 439 (extract). 
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Junes. — To S. G. Ward. General Butler’s seizure of forc‘ign property 
at New Orleans. Warden’s Chase, 484-485. 

June 7. — To Thaddeus Stevens, Chairman. Request for fl50,000,0()() 
additional legal-tender notes. Spaulding’s History, et(^, 155-15G. 

June S4. — To Gen. B. F. Butler. Slavery and the Constituliou. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 375-876 (extract). 

July 5. — To Hon. Pierre Soule. His iinprisonuK^nt. Sc'cession. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 876. 

July SI. — To Gen. B. F. Butler. Gulf and l>ord(U‘ States and 
slave, etc. Schuckers’s Chase, 376-878 (extrac-t); Nicolay and Hay’s 
Lincoln, VI, 259-260 (extract). 

Augmt 1. — To Gen. John Pope. Whihw and slaves wit-liiu Union liin^s, 
Schuckers’s Chase, 878-879. 

Auyust 12. — To Hon. Fd ward Fjverett-. Necessity < >f U^nuiuating slav('ry. 
Warden’s Chase, 450. 

AugmtSS . — To A. A. Gutherh^ Apj)()intiuent to position. Wanhui’s 
Chase, 455. 

Au(jmt26. — To Hon. A. P. Stone. Appointment to position. War- 
den’s Chase, 455. 

Augmt ^,7.— To John Campbell. Api)oiutment to position. Warden’s 
Chase, 455 (footnote). 

^5.— To C. Waggoner. Appointnumt to position. Warden’s 
Chase, 452-458. 

Augmt S8. —1^0 Hon. W. H. Seward, Grant of a furlough to (hanu’al 
Cameron. Warden’s (hiase, 455-456. 

Augmt SO.— To Hon. William M. Dickson. Chase’s <u>unsc4s and tlu^ 
war. Schuckers’s Chase, 448 (extract); Ni(^olay and Hay’s Lincoln, VI, 
255 (extract). 

Augmt Si.— To Hon. Thaddeus Stevens. On colonization. Pop(^ and 
McClellan. Warden’s Chase, 457 (extract). 

September 1. —To W. D. Gallagher. Newspap(‘r reports of affairs in 
Missouri. Warden’s Chase, 457-458. 

September l.—To . (reneral McClellan. Wardem’s (hiasti, 457. 

To William Cullen Bryant. McClellan and McDowell 
(marked private). Warden’s Chase, 460-461 (extrae.t); SchucktTH’s 
Chase, 460-451 (extract), 

September r>,—To Col. R. C. J’arsons. General Mc.Dowell Sclnnkers’s 
Chase, 461 (extract), 

September n.—To Hon. George Opdyke. General MitHiel’s. lUH'ds. 
The old McClellan policy in Fast. Warden’s Chtme, 462. 

September 8. — To E. T. Carson. Inaction of Army; M(tCl(dlau. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 451-462 (extract). 

September IS.— To Horace Greeley. Em^rgy of Htauton. M<!hut;kers’H 
Chase, 462 (extract). 

September 17. -To Hon. A. S. Latty, (Kmeral Ashley’s conduct 
Army inaction. Warden’s Chase, 458-454; Nicolay and Hay’s Lim^oln 
VI, 256 (extract). ’ 
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Sepiemher 20. — To Robert Dale Owen. Emancipation, etc. Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 379. 

September 20. — To Hon. John Sherman. Lincoln and Cabinet. Pro- 
slavery views in Army. Warden’s Chase, 484-485; Schuckers’s Chase, 
379-380 (extract); Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, VI, 255 (extract). 

Sepionher 23. — To Gen. B. F. Butler. Affairs at New Orleans, etc. 
Warden’s Chase, 485, 486, 487. 

/September 24. — To 0. Follett. Conduct of the war: The Mississippi 
and Potomac. Warden’s Chase, 491-492; Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, 
Vr, 255 (extract). 

September 24. — To E. G. Arnold. Emancipation proclamation and 
vigorous war policy. Warden’s Chase, 492 (extract). 

September 27. — To Sterne Chittenden. Appointments and veterans. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 455 (extract). 

September 20. — To E. T. Carson. Politics and candidates in Ohio. 
Warden’s Chase, 495. 

Oetoher To Gen. 0. M. Mitchell. Prejudice against negroes, etc. 
8chuc‘.kcrs’s Chase, 455-456. 

Oetiiber G . — ^To R. 0. Kirk. Our forces and prospects. Schuckers’s 
Chase, 450-457 (extract). 

October G. — To Elihu Burritt. A Southern C’onfederacy and the nation. 
SchiK'kers’s Chase, 380-,381, 

October 7. — To John Bigelow, Paris. War finances and military 
affairs. Warden’s Chase, 501-504, 

October iJf. — To Cum. N. B. Buford. Civil governments in South, 
slav(my, c‘.tc. Schuckers’s Chase, 381-382 ((extract). 

> October /<V. — ToGen. John Coidirane. McClellan and iimincial dan- 
gers. SehiK^kers’s Chase, 457. 

October 20. --To (iren. L. 11. Eoiisseau. Condmd in the war. Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 457-458 (extract). 

October 20. --To (ien. W. S. Rosecrans. Kentucky and East Tennes- 
see. Schuckors’s Chase, 458 (extract). 

October 27. — To John Young. The President and politicians, etc. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 458-459 (extract). 

October 29. — To Hiram Barney. A party and its nominee, etc. War- 
den’s Chiise, 606 (footnote). 

Ociolm SO . — To Hon. F. A. Conkling. On notice of his political suc- 
cess. Warden’s Chase, 506 (footnote). 

December 13.— To W. C. Bryant. National currency. Godwin’s W.' C. 
Bryant, II, 185-186. 

December 13.— To Joseph Mcdill, Chicago Tribune. Banks and bank 
circulation. Schu(‘-kors’s Chase, 382-383 (extract). 

December 20.— To I’reHident Lincoln. Resigns Treasury portfolio. 
Warden’s Chase, 508; Schuckers’s Chase, 489 (extract). 

December 20. — To the President. Reasons for resignation. Warden’s 
Chase, 509-510; Schuckers’s Chase, 490-491 (extract); Nicolay and Hay’s 
Lincoln, VI, 269 (extract). 
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December ^1 , — To Hon. W. H. Seward. On recon sideriiijij resignation 
of Treasuryship. Warden’s Chase, 509; Sc.huckors’s Chase, 490 ( extract) ; 
Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, VI, 268 (extract). 

December -^2. — To President Lincoln. Resnines ollhu^ Wardcai’s 
Chase, 509; Schuckera’s Chase, 490 ( extract). 

December 29. — To President Lincoln. A(lniiisaion of West V’'irginia. 
Warden’s Chase, 511-513; Schuckers’s Chase, 459-461 ((‘xtract); Nicolay 
and Hay’s Lincoln, vi, 301-302, 303 (extractts). 

December To I’rosident Lincoln. Linaiuapation pnx^lauiation. 
Warden’s Chase, 513-514; Schm‘.kers’s Chase, 461-463 [draft by Chas(\ 
463-464]; Nicolay and Hay’s Lhn^oln, vi, 416-418. 

1863^ Jannarff 6*.— To Ralston Skinner. Rosecrans’s success and Ral- 
ston’s safety. Warden’s Chase, 516; Schnc.k(‘,rs’s Chasis 465 ((‘.xtra(‘,t). 

January (L — To (General Kose(‘,rans. Congratulations ou sinx^cw. 
Warden’s Chase, 516. 

January 7.— To W. P. Fessenden. Support of public (‘r<xlit by a 
national carculation based upon Unite<l States bonds. Spaulding’s His- 
tory, etc., 182 (extract). 

January 9. — To Gen. J. W. Webb. Professor Monroe^ now in Coti- 
gress. Warden’s Chase, 516-517. 

January To C. A. Heckscher. Roveniuss, [)ubli(^ d(4)t, and 
national currency. Schuckers’s Cluise, 384-385 (extrud,). 

Ja7iuary 27.— To W. P. Fessenden, Senate. Tax(‘s and national <uir- 
rency. Schuckors’s Chase, 385. 

January 27.— To W. V. Mellen, Uniform <nirr(‘ncy and banking bill. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 386 (extract). 

January 28,— To Horace Greeley. Uniform national (‘urrt^iniv. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 386-387 (extrmdd. 

j.— To James Monroe, New York. Publi<^ liuaiUHU War- 
den’s Chase, 523. 

February 27.— To President Liiuudn. Rejeediou ot a nominees by 
Senate, etc. Warden’s Chase, 523-524; Schuetkers’s Chases 491-492 
(extract). 

March 2.— To President Lincoln. Collectors, and tmo of Howarers 
rejection. Warden’s Chase, 525; Nicolay and Hay’s la’m^oln, IX, 88 
(extract). 

March S.—To President Lincoln. Resigns on ac, count of differciKH^s 
regarding appointments. [Not sent to President. It is autograph i cal ly 
indorsed: 8. P. Chase to President Lincoln, Washington, March 3, ’63 
Resignation-withheld.] Warden’s Chase, 524-525; Hchuckors’s oiuwt*’ 
492; Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, IX, 88. ' 

April 7.— To W. C. Noyes. National emancipation (commission. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 465-466 (extract). 

Ajpn7<5.-To George Opdykc, George Griswold, andotlu^rs, Now Y(»rk 
Slavery and the nation. The negro. S(dmckers’s Clmo, 387-388. 

April 22.— To President Idncolu. Loans and future of tlu^ war. ’ UsU 
ters reach interior of Confederacy. Schuckc‘,rs’s Chase, 388-389, 466 
(extracts). * 
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May 11. — To President Lincoln, Puget Sound collectorship. Ward- 
en’s Chase, 527-528; Schuckers’s Chase, 492-493 (extract). 

May VJ. — To Maj. B, G. Ludlow. Politk’al reconstruction to follow 
military occaipation. SchuckervS’s Chase, 466-467 (extract). 

May 14. — To General Hooker. Howard, Sigel, and CJ-erman soldiers. 
S(‘.huc-kers’H Chase, 467 (extract). 

May 14. — To General (iarfield. Rebel and Union armies and the Po- 
tomac.. Colore<l troops aii<l Florida. S(*.iiuekers’s Chase, 467 (extract). 

May', Hi . — To B. F. Flanders, New Orleans. The presidency. Schuck- 
ers’s Chas('., 389 (extract). 

May — To Right Rev. Carlton Chase. Aim and duty as Secretary 
of Treasury. Schuckers’s Chase, 389-390. 

,fn\\e 'J . — To Jay Cooke. Honor in a stock deal. Sc.huckers’s Chase, 
390. 

Jane If ). — To II. W, Hoffman. Union men in Maryland. Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 390--391. 

June If ). — To Col, R. C. Parsons. Order No. 38 and Vallaiidigham 
and others. Schuckors’s Chase, 391-392 (extract). 

Janeiro . — To General Hooker. Halleck’s support, et{‘,. Schuckers’s 
Chase, 468 (extract.). 

June 'Jf ). — To Miss Chase. Lee looks northward. Schuckers’s Chase, 
468 (extract). 

JaneJS. — To Preaid(mt Liiu^oln. General i looker’s request to he 
relicivod. Wardem’s Chase, 530-531. Hchuc-kers’s Chase, 468-469 
(extract) . 

J)m\ tJi ). — To Miss Chase. Hooker, Meade, and Halleck. Operations 
near Washington and Richmond. Schuckers’s Chase, 469-470 (extract). 

July . 4 .— To (ircneral Grant,, liis success in West. Schuckers’s Chase, 
470-471 (extract). 

July i>. — To Gen. T. L. Kane. Success of Union arms. Schuckers’a 
Chase, 471 (extract). 

Jidy iff. — To Hon. W. H. Seward. Rebellious citizens and freedmen. 
Schnekers’s Chase, 392. 

A'tujuHt If . — To Hon. R. B. Warden. Sacrifices and the rebellion. 
Warden’s Chase, 581. 

Augmt$0 . — To Hon. B. F. Flanders. Lincoln and General Banks. 
Warden’s Chase, 483 (extract). 

A nguHt Jl . — To John W eiss. The war and expimses. Reconstrucjtion. 
Schuc.kors’s Chase, 392. 

Auymt iHJ . — To Hon. R. B. Warden. On death of his son. Abolition 
views. Warden’s (’base, 531-532; Scthuckers’s Chase, 395 [dated Octo- 
ber 23, in letter]. 

Heplemher f >. — To F. F. Beales. The Juarez Government. Mexico 
and Central America. Wchintkers’B Chase, 392. 

September — To Andrew Johnson, military governor of Tennessee. 

Free labor and reorganization. Mchuckers’s Chase, 393. 

September Id. — To Hon. Charles Sumner. Need for groat genc^ral, etc. 
Warden’s Chase, 547. 
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September 21.— To M. Halstead. War management. Warden’s Chase, 
519; Schuckers’s Chase, 393; Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, VI, 261 
(extract) . 

October 3.— To Governor David Tod, Ohio. James Gray. Seh mak- 
ers’ s Chase, 471 ( extract ). 

October 7.— To Rev. Joshua Leavitt. Prefer bench to i>oliticH. Tlu' 
Presidency. Schuckera’s Chase, 393-394 (extract). 

October 9.— To Horace Greeley. The Tribune. Presi(len(*,y. S(‘.hiu*.k- 
ers’s Chase, 394-395 (extract). 

November 18. — To Daniel S. Dickinson. Democracy and Convc^ntion 
of War Democrats, November 25. Schnckers’s Chase, 494 (extract.). 

November 25.— To Gen. John A. Dix. Union Pacific Railroad. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 158-159. 

November 26. — To ex-Governor William Sprague. The Presidency 
and Lincoln. Schuckers’s Chase, 494-495 (extracjt-)? Ni(‘olay and 
Hay’s Lincoln, VIII, 311 (extract). 

December 1. — To Hiram Barney. President’s messages Schu(‘k(‘rH’H 
Chase, 495 (extract). 

December 4 - — To E. A. Spencer. The Presidency. SchucLer’s Chasc^ 
495 (extract); Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, VII I, 311 (cxtra<!t). 

December 18. — To William Orton. Mr. Barney. Schuckers’s (Jhascs 
495 (extract). 

December 21. — To General Hooker. Military affairs. (Tnuit. and 
Hooker, etc. Warden’s Chaf-e, 555 (extra(d<); Sclnuikc^rs’s Cliasis 
471-472 (extract). 

December 27. — To M. Morcier, Fremdi minister. Meiisur(‘H and valines. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 395-396. 

December 27. — To Col. J. IL Morse, New Orleans. Anti-slavery incud- 
iiig. Schuckers’s Chase, 396 (extract in footnote). 

December 29. — To Gen. Q. A. Gillinore, near CharU^ston. War mam 
agement and financial dangers. Schu<‘k(‘rH’H Chixm^ 396-397 (extra(d ). 

.—To Mr. J. T. Trowbridge. Of Chase’s father. Warden’s Chase, 

25,54-55,56 (extracts). 

.—To the same. The New Ilaiupshire homo and family. 

Warden’s Chase, 27-28. 

• To the same. Recollections of boyhood <Iays. Wsirthm’s 
Chase, 33,34,35 (extracts). 

— .—To the same. The tavern, home, and school. Warden’s 

Chase, 36 (extract). 

.—To the same. Eirst idea of death. Warden’s Chase', 38-39 

(extracts). 

1864, January 2.— To Mrs. Helen M. Wali)ridg(^ Family noR*s. 
Warden’s Chase, 666-561 (extract). 

January 5. To R, S. Hart. Trade regulations in border Hlato. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 326 (extract). 

Jarn^n/ 5^.— To S. F. Cary. Seismres and infornnirs. Heluick('rs’H 
Chase, 398 (extract). 

.—To Hon. John H. Prentiss. Parents of Chaser. WanUm’s 

Chase, 22, 25, 26 (extracts). 
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Jayiudry 11 . — To Mr. Fessenden. Revenues and expenses. Schuok- 
ers’s Chase, 336-387 (extract in footnote). 

Januarij — . — To the same. Expenses and taxes. Sehu(*,kers’s Chase, 
337 (extract in footnote). 

Ja)iunry IS. — To President Lincoln. Mr. Barney. Newspaper sketch 
of Chase. Warden’s Chase, 556-557; Fields’s Memories of Many Men 
and Some Women, 305: Schuckers’s Chase, 495-496 (extract). 

Jiuntartf JS . — To J. 0. Hall. Presidency. Warden’s Chase, 560; 
S(‘,hu(‘k(ws’s Chase, 497. Nicolayand Hay’s Lincoln, vin, 314 (extract). 

Jainud'i/ 10 . — To J. T. Trowbridge. Wke.tc.hes of boyhood days. 
Warden’s Chase, 40, 41, 42, 62 (extracts). 

J<nvu((ry — . — To Mr. Trow]>ridge. Early life at Keene. Warden’s 
Chase, 43, 44 (extracts); Rchu(‘kers’s (Tiase, 7-8. 

Janmvnj — . — To the same. Early youth at Windsor. Warden’s 
Chase, 45-46 (extracts), 48, 59-60 (extracts). 

January SI.— To the same. Scenery at Keene. Sleigh ride. War- 
den’s Chase, 49, ()2-()3; 53 (extra(;t). 

JaniKtry SS . — To J. T. Bailey. Mr. Barney and Jay Cooke. War- 
(Umi’s Chas(^, 559-560. 

Jayuuu'y — . — To Mr. Trowbridges Life at K(^en(‘, etc. Warden’s 
(diase, 51, 57, 59 ((extracts). 

. — To the sanu‘. TMotluT of (3ias(^ and her family. War- 
den’s (diase, 58-59 (extracts). 

Jiinutn'y SS . — To Miss Susan Walker. French spoliations, el(‘. "War- 
(Uai’s Chas(‘, 561. 

Jannnry SS . — To Ceorge^ Wilkes. Ceneral Hooker. Warden’s Chast‘, 
561. 

Jmmary — To Mr. Trowbridge. Mr. Dunhuiu’s ac'hool. Warden’s 
(Tiase, 60, 61, 62 (extracts); Schuckers’s Chase, 9-10. 

Jannary — .—To Mr. Trowbridge. Nfe'wspaper vcnacity. Warden’s 
Chase, (>2 ((‘xlract). 

Jann((ry S4 . — To Rev. J. Leavitt. Article on Monroe doctrine, Sew- 
ard, etc. W arden’s Chase, 5()1 -562;' Selmckers’s Chase, 398-399 (extraed ) ; 
Nicolay and Hay’s Lineoln, VIII, 312 (extraed). 

January — . — To Mr. Trowbridge. Journey to Ohio in 1820. War- 
<l(n’s Chase, 65-70 (extracts); Schuckers’s Chase, 10-12 (extracts). 

January ,A7.— To th<^ saim*. (Tncle Philander Chase. Warden’s Chase, 
70-72 (extracts). 

Jainatry SO.— To J. B. Bingham, Memphis. Emancipation in Ten- 
Warden’s Chase, 5()3. 

January SO.— To Hon. T. M. Key. MeCl(41an. Pressideney. War- 
den’s (Unise, 563~5'64. 

Jannary SO . — To Protessor Cramu’t. U(‘<‘,(di>t. of a hook, Warden’s 
Chases 565. 

January SI.- ■ -Te) Waynes MeALngh. The Aelminisiration and Cewern- 
ment easHlii. Wareleads Chases 564 (e.xtrae‘1). 

Janaartf S7.— To He>n. W. M. Die'.kson. The^ Aelministraiie)n. War- 
deai’s Chase, 564. Nie*oluy and Hay’s Line‘e)ln, VIII, 312-313 (extract). 
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January ^7.— To W. H. Kincaid. Financial adniinisiraiion—itH fri(>n(lH 
and foes. Warden’s Chase, 564-565 (extract). 

January SS.—To Hon. E. D. Mansdeld. War inanaj^caiH'ni., oU\ 
Warden’s Chase, 565 (extract). 

January 28,— To Thomas Heaton. PrcHideiuiy. Ward(‘ii\s ()tiaw(s 

565- 566; Schuckers’s Chase, 497-498 (extract) [reads ‘'Jacob” Ihnitoii]. 
January 29, — To Miss Nettie Cliasc. H(‘r ((uarlxM-ly allovcanc(‘. 

Warden’s Chase, 566. 

January 29.— To Mr. Trowbridge. liife at Wortliin^don, Ohio. 
Warden’s Chase, 72-74, 88, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88-89, 90 (extracts). 

January 30 . — To the same. Journey to (Hneinuati, 1822. WardtoTs 
Chase, 90-92. 

January 30. — To E. L. Pierce. Mar^ar(4. Oariua* papi^J’s vi^rsus 

Phillips’s invective against ? Warden’s ( Juisc‘, 5(56. 

January SO.— To Ed. Gilbert. The Preshlency, e.U*,. Wankui’s ( )haH<‘, 

566- 567 (extract); Nicolay and Hay’s Ijincolu, VIII, 818 (extract). 

January — To Mr. Trowbrhlge. (liuciinuiti (k»llege. Warden’s 

Chase, 98-96. 

February 1. — To Mrs. C. S. Eastman. P(‘.rHonal an<l family affairs. 
Warden’s Chase, 567-568. 

February 1. — To Hon. W. D. Lindsay. Ohio polit ics and th(‘ 1’n‘si- 
dency. Warden’s Chase, 568 (extract). 

February 1. — To Most Rev. Archbishop Purcell. .Vrehhishop Hughes’s 
successor. Warden’s Chase, 568-569. 

February 1. — To Hon. L. D. Rti(‘,kne,y. The army. Florida. War- 
den’s Chase, 569 (extract). 

February 1. — To Hon, R. Campbell. Mr. Banu^y’s troubU^s. War- 
den’s Chase, 569. 

February — . — To Mr. Trowbridge. Return to N(‘w Faigland, <4c,. 
Warden’s Chase, 105-107, 107-111. 

February 2. — To George R. Hale. Mrs, Hale and Mr. Trowl)ridge.. 
Warden’s Chase, 570 (footnote). 

February 2.— To Hon. Flamen Ball. Mr. Trowhridg(^’H biography 
and the Presidency. Warden’s Chase, 569-570; Rcdiuckers’s Ohasis 
498 (extract); Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, VIJI, 818 (extract). 

February 2 . — To J. W. Hartwell. Management of tinaiux^s. Wardtm’H 
Chase, 570 (extract). 

February — . — To Mr. Trowbridge. Dartmouth ('ollege. Warden’s 
Chase, 112-113 (extract). 

To Mr. Trowbridge. At Dartmouth College in 1825. Ibid., 

115-116 (extracts). 

February 4. — To Pliny Freeman. The tinaiuJal system, WanUm’s 
Chase, 570 (extinct). 

February 4 - — To Dr. Fuller, Baltimon'i. Th(' rebidlion. Wanhm’s 
Chase, 571 (extract). 

February-— .—To Mr. Trowbridge. Teacherat Washington. Wardem’s 
Chase, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 128, 124 (extrae.ts) . 
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Fehruarn — . — To the same. The Wirt family. Warden’s Chaae, 125 
(c‘-xlract) . 

February — . — To the same. School keeping; at Washinp^ton. War- 
den’s Chase, 127-128 (extract), 60 (extract). 

FehrnaryO. — To Mr. J. E. Bailey. The Evening Tost, etc. Warden’s 
CUiase, 571 (extract). 

Fihruary — .—To Mr. Trowbridge. CV)pyist for a Russian gentleman, 
etc,. Warden’s (hiase, 128, 128-129. 

//Hreo/v/ 5 '.— T<) Thomas Heaton. INditics and The Times paper 
Warden’s Chase, 571-572 (extract). 

Fehruary ;A-'. — To Rn^sident I/m(*,oln. The Pomeroy letter, etc. War- 
den’s Chase, 575-574; S<4ui(‘,kerH’H Chase, 500-501 (extract); Nicolayand 
Hay’s Lincoln, VI 11, 521 (extract). 

, — q\) Mr. Trowbridge. Ere(^ Soil party, 1852, and Democracy. 

S(4iuckers’s Chase, 151. 

il/arc/i, P.— To < Jerri t Wmith. Pn^sidency, Reconstruction. Schuck- 
<^rs’s Chases 590-400 (extract). 

.—To Mr. Trowbridge. Liberty party. Bchuckers’s Chase, 

50-51. 

MareJi *7.— To J. C. Hall. Ohio and the Presidency. Schuckers’s 
Chase, 502-505 (extract); Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, VHI, 525 (extract) 
[dated May 5]. 

March 7. —Ta J. M. Canson. I’aper money, eh*. Warden’s Chase, 
576 (extrac.t). 

.—To Hon. A. C. Riddle. Ohio and the Presidency. Warden’s 

Cliase, 576 (extract). 

March 7;/.— To Mr. Trowbridge. The Margaret Garner slave case. 
Warden’s Chase, 546-550; Hchuckers’s Chase, 171-176 (full extract). 

, —To the same. National and State olhcers, etc. Schuckers’s 

Chase, 182 (extract). 

.—To the same. Treasury portfolio. Schuckers’s Chase, 207. 

. — Xo the same. Governor Wise of Virginia and the invasion 

of Ohio, etc. Warden’s Chase, 560 (extract). 

March 10 .— the same. The Matilda slave case, etc. Warden’s 
Chase, 282-284. 

.—To the same. Peace convention, Washington. Questions 

c.oufrouling the (rovernment, etc*. Warden’s Chase, 364-565, 568-570. 

March /<V.— To the same. The Yanzandt (iase. Warden’s Chase, 
296-298. 

March 7,9.— To the same. The Watson (‘ase, and election as governor. 
Wardem’s Chase, 509-510, 

March /.9.— To tlu‘, same. The Parish casc^, etc. Warden’s Chase, 
510-511. 

March /.9.— To the sanu^. State criminal laws versus Master’s claim 
under fugitive^ slav(^ act. Warden’s Chase, 550-551 (see March 15 in 
(Jarner (ws ibi<l., 546-550). 

— .—To th(^ same, SlaU^, tnnvsurer, reelection as governor. War- 
den’s Chase, 551-352 (extract). 
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March A9.— To the panie. The Ronothi slave (‘as(‘. WanU'n’s (Utancs 
344-345. 

.—To the same. Knownothiiig in anti-Nebraska ('oiuamtion, 

and election as governor. Warden’s Ohaso, 345, 34(> (extraets). 

Marck^L—To the same. Buffalo convention of IH-IS, (dc.; I)(‘nio(‘rati(‘ 
party, 1848-1852, etc.; and the Nebraska bill, vie. Warden’s (diase, 
318-319, 336-338 (extract), 338, 341 (extracts). 

, — To the same. Conference with bankers, loans, viv. War- 
den’s Chase, 386-388 (extract). 

.—To the same. National circulation and I (‘gal ieiahau 

Schuckers’s Chase, 242-243 (extrac.t). 

. — To the same. A national curr(‘ucy. S(‘lmck(‘rs’s (3uis(‘, 

292 (extract in footnote). 

To William E. Dodge. The liuaiuv's and buHinoHs. S(4inck- 
ers’s Chase, 400. 

March St. — To Joshua Leavitt. National and taxation. Shuck(n’H’H 
Chase, 400-401 (extract). 

March St. — To J. T. Trow})ridge. Fort Sumter, bordc'r Stat<‘H, tin* 
negro, etc. Schuokers’s Chase, 418-420 ((^xtra(d). 

dyjr// 7(5.— To Mrs. M. M. Magruder. Pictures ludd )jy War Depart- 
ment. Warden’s (Jiaso, 576-577. 

April tt. — To Thaddous Htevens, (Vmgr(‘Hs. Slate corporation nott^s. 
National curnauy. Sduiekers’s (’has(s 401-402 ivximvi)- 

April 7/.— To Dr. Nathan B. (duise. Di‘alh of his siHt(a’. Wanhui’s 
Chase, 577. 

April tS. — To (Tcneral Banks. War and tln^ linau(!(‘H. N<‘gro ami 
Louisiana. Warden’s Chase, 577-578. 

April t4 ‘ — To President Lincoln. War and tlu‘ iiuauc(‘H. WanUm’s 
Chase, 578; Hchuokers’s (Jhase, 402 (extract)* 

April IS . — To J^rosident Lincoln. Finances and Ntnv York sp<Hnila- 
tion. Warden’s Chase, 578-580; 8(‘huclv(*rs’H Chase, 558 559 (extnud.). 

April 19. — To Miss Susan Walker, Army aurs(% with let- 

ter to Governor Johnson. Warden’s Chase, 580. 

April to. — To Hon. Andrew Johnson. Letter of iutrodiKdlou. War- 
den’s Chase, 580 (footnote). 

7,9.— To Horace Greeley. Speculators and (bugrewn. Bank tax- 
ation. Warden’s Chase, 580-581. 

'ToL. JB. Ohittendem Pi^xuxmfortmceof 186L WardeiPs 

Chase, 581. 

April ^5. — Toll. Barney. Chee.k on account. Warden’s CIuis(‘, 557- 
558. 

April SSO . — To Rev. Dr. R. Fuller. Becession and armed tr<‘asou. 
Warden’s Chase, 374. 

April ^6 . — To Mrs. M. L. Bailey. The New Fra nowHf)ap(‘r. War- 
den’s Chase, 581-582. 

April ‘SC. — To B. De Witt Bloodgood. Railroad Joiiriial. (Odd, arttjy 
success. Warden’s Ohaso, 582. 

May 2 . — ^To Flameu Ball. Death of Mrs. Ball. WunUnds (’lmH(?, 582. 
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May ^.~To General Blunt. The Presidency. Th^ Administration. 
Warden’s Chase, 582-583 (extract). 

May 4 . — To Mrs. Belle . Purchase of bonds. Warden’s Chase, 

583- 584. 

May 5 . — To Mr. Cooke. The Blair assault. Schuckers’s Chase, 503 
(extract); Warden’s Chase, 584 (extract). 

May S . — To Miss Nettie Chase. Burdens of f)ffice, etc. Warden’s 
Chase, 585. 

May 5 . — To Hon. Ed. Haight. Attacks on Chase, etc Warden’s 
(’luise, 585 (extract). 

May (). —To . Her composition and spelling. Warden’s Chase, 

584- 585 ( extrac' t ) . 

May (). — To C’Ol. R. C. Parsons. The Blair assault, etc. Warden’s 
(Jhase, 586-587, 

May 7. — To Maj. Dwight Bannister. Lincoln. Warden’s Chase, 586 
(footnote). 

May {). — To Hon. D. F. Smith. Fort Pillow vslaughter, etc. Warden’s 
Chase, 587 (extrac.t); Ni colay and Hay’s Lincoln, IX, 81 (extract). 

May 9 . — To S. De Witt Bloodgood. National currency and public 
(credit. S(‘.huc,kers’s Chase, 402-403. 

Mill/ .9. — To Governor W. A. Buckingham. Attacks on Chase. Lin- 
coln. Wanhui’s Chase, 587; Nicolayand Hay’s Lincoln, IX, 81 (extract). 

May 9 . — To John J. Cisco. Army successes in West. Warden’s Chase, 
587-588 (extract)- 

May 10. — To Miss Busan Walker. The Blair assault. War Depart- 
ment. Wanh'u’s Chase, 588. 

May — To Mr. William Warder. On leaving the Cabinet. War- 

den’s Chas(^, 588 (extract). 

May PJi . — To Mr. J. T. Trowbridge. The “Ferry Boy” biography. 
Warden’s Chase, 589. 

May liJ . — To Mr. A. J. Flommerfelt. The Presidency. Warden’s 
Chase, 589 (oxtra(‘t). 

May — ^To Hon. John 11. Rice. Powers’s statue of “America.” 

Warden’s Chase, 589-590. 

May — To John 0. Hamilton. War revenues and expenses, and 
the Administration. -Warden’s Chase, 590; Nicolay and May’s Lin- 
coln, IX, 82 ((extract). 

May /fi . — To Rev, James W. Ward. The Presiden(^-y and the “ Ferry 
Boy.” Warden’s C/hase, 591. 

May /(>. — To Hon. Benjamin F. Flanders. Politics, and military 
matters. Warden’s Chase, 59 L (extra(it). 

May /6'.-— To Capt. Jacob Heaton. The Blairs. Warden’s Chase, 591. 
May 1(>. — To Maj. B. 0. Ludlow. Appointments by promotion. 
Wartien’s Chase, 591. 

May 10 . — To . The banks and the Government. Warden’s 

Chase, 591-592 (footnote). 

May 17 . — To F. W. Bmith and T. S. Pycott, Boston. The Young 
Men’s Christian Association. Warden’s Chase, 592-593. 
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May 18.—T^o Jesse Baldwin. Revenues, expenditun^s, and (‘rcnlil. of 
Government. Warden’s Chase, 409-410. 

May 18.— 1^0 Capt. L. L. Weld. Chase and tlie inana,iJ:(MtK>nt of the 
War. Warden’s Chase, 593 (extract). 

]^ciy To Governor John Brough. Blair-Lineolu (Convention, (4c. 
Warden’s Chase, 593-594; Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, IK, 83 ((‘xtrii(4). 

May 21— To O. H. Palmer. Overland telegrar)h — Kur()p('r and 
America- Warden’s Chase, 594 (footnote). 

May 28.— To Col. A. P. Stone. Lincoln and tlus nc‘gro. Tln^ Llnirs. 
Warden’s Chase, 594-595 (extracts). 

May 24.— To Hon. John Conness. An apology. Wan hm’ s ( 4ias(‘, 797. 

May 24. — To . Dismissal from oOic.e. Schucktn's’H ( '[uih(‘, 329. 

May 25. — To Hon. L. I). Stickney. The Baltimon^ (•()nv(‘n(ion and 
the Presidency. Warden’s Chase, 595; Scdiuekcrs’s Cluise, 503-504 
(extract) . 

May 25. — To Miss Nettie Chase. The Christian (unumiHsion. War- 
den’s Chase, 595-596. 

May 26. — To John Sherman, National (mrrenc.y, (do. ,lohn SlH‘r- 
man’s Recollections, I, 336. 

May 27. — To Richard Smith. Loans, national enrrtuK^y, iaxnt.ion. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 403-404 (extract). 

May 27. — To Hon, Aaron F. Perry. TIu^ PrcvsicUnn^y, (d(^ Wanhm’s 
Chase, 596-597; Schuckers’s Chast‘, 504-505. 

May SO. — To Hon. William H. Seward. Mr. Barmy and (exports at 
New York. Warden’s Chase, 597. 

May SO.— To the same. Presidency and Treasury oduteholdc^rs. War- 
den’s Chase, 597-598; Schuckers’s Chase, 505 (extrae,t). 

May SO.— To W. C. Bryant. Bank circulation. WanUm’s Chas(s 598, 

May SO.— To Oliver Johnson. The (j^arner (‘iis(^, (die?. Wanltni’s 
Chase, 14 (extract), 598-699. 

May SO. — To Hon. F. P. Stanton. Approl>ati()n vcirsus (umsure. War- 
den’s Chase, 599. 

May SI. — To William 11. AspinwalL Finaiu^c^s and politics. War- 
den’s Chase, 599 (extract). 

June 2. — To Mrs. Julia M. King. Concerning a I(d4(^r of ht^r latc^ hus- 
band. Warden’s Chase, 599. 

.Time 2.— To Hon. H. Hooper. (Jold hill and taxon Shito-bank issues. 
Warden’s Chase, 599-600 (extract). 

/une —To Bishop Mcillvaino, Presidemey. Lim;oln and tlu^ black 
loyalists. Warden’s Chase, 600. 

June S.—To lion. F. A. Conkliug. Fifty per (^ent in(‘r(*aH(‘ acd. War- 
den’s Chase, 600 (footnote). 

June 6.— To the President. To meet loan cotumithu^ of asH()(;iai,<Hl 
hanks. Warden’s Clmse, 600. 

June 15.— To Hon, John P. Ilah^. An a})point, merit. Warden’s 

Chase, 603. 

June 16.— To Jloraee Gi’eeley. lAinngn loan and price of gold. War- 
den’s Chase, 603. 
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June 16 . — To Mrs. C. L. Jones. Family affairs. Warden’s Chase, 604. 
Jane 16. — To Mr. Thomas Heaton. C)n suggestions as to finances. 
Warden’s Chase, 604 (extract). 

June 16 . — To Colonel Bannister. The Presidency. Warden’s Chase, 
604-605 (extract). 

Jinie 16 . — To Hon. William Lawrence. Ohio politics and use of patron- 
age. Warden’s Chase, 605 (footnote). 

June 17 . — To Dr. J. H. Pulte. Thanks for suggestion. Warden’s 
Chase, 605. 

June 17 . — To Miss Mary A. Snyder, Eliza S. Diiffield, and others, 
Philadelphia. National currency and credit. Schuckers’s Chase, 404- 
405 (extract). 

June 20 . — To Denning Duer. Assistant treasuryship. Warden’s Chase, 
605; Schuckers’s Chase, 505 (extract). 

June 20. — To President Lincoln. Taxes. Warden’s Chase, 605. 

June 21 . — To F. Kuhne. Grant’s work and price of gold. Foreign 
loan. Warden’s Chase, 606. 

June 21. — To Jay Cooke. 1881 bonds at 106. To check rise in gold. 
Loan bill. Warden’s Chase, 606. 

Jmie 22. — To Thomas Heaton. Clerk and politics. Warden’s Chase, 
606. 

June 27 ). — To John A. Stewart. Assistant treasuryship at New York. 
AVarden’s Chase, 608; Schuckers’s Chase, 505-506 (extract). 

June 25 . — To Hon. R. E. Fenton. Congress. A financial bill, etc. 
Warden’s Chase, 608 (footnote). 

June 26 . — To John J, Cisco. Assistant treasuryship. New York. 
AVarden’s Chase, 610-611 (footnote) ; Schuckers’s Chase, 506 (extract). 

June 26 . — To W. C. Bryant. Evening Post and Chase, etc. Warden’s 
Chase, 611 (footnote). 

June 28. — To President Lincoln. Assistant treasuryship and Mr. Field. 
^Schuckers’s Chase, 506. 

June 28 . — To John J. Cisco. [Telegram,] Urging withdrawal of 
resignation. Warden’s Ghasc, 611; Schuckers’s Chase, 506. 

June 29 . — To John J. Cisco. Acknowledgment of withdrawal of 
resignation. Schuckers’s Chase, 508. 

June 29 . — To President Lincoln. Mr. OiS(i() remains, etc. Peaigna- 
tion of Chase inc.losed. Warden’s Chase, 613-614; Schuckers’s Chase, 
508; Nicolay and Hay’s binc.oln, IX, 94. 

June 20. — To W. C. Bryant. National currency. Resigns Treasury 
portfolio. Sdiuckers’s Chase, 405 (extract). 

June 20 . — To Hon. E. M. Stanton. Notice of resignation, etc. War- 
den’s Chase, 618; Schnekers’s Chase, 509. 

July J . — To I. V'. Fincher. Useful suggestions. Warden’s (Jiase, 620. 
July 1 . — To W. IT. Powell. A picture. Warden’s Chase, 620. 

July 11.— To . Financial policy, etc. Warden’s Chase, 627-628. 

July 11 . — To Gen. S. Cameron. Conditions near Washington, etc. 
AVarden’s Chase, 628. 
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Augmt^L — To Secretary FohmoikU'ii. T1u‘ linaiK'ial cinbarrastsiiK'ni, 
etc. Schuckens’B (^haso, 414-417 (exira(tt). 

Augusts!. — To IIoii. CharloH S. Afay. RcHii^nalioii of (4laH(^ Lin- 
coln’s policy. Warden’s Clhase, d2S-(i29. 

Decembers . — To President Lincoln. Thanklnji: liiin for ai)}>oin(nuMd, 
as chief justice. Schuckers’s (-luise, 51,*}. 

bSGf), Jdnuamj — . — To 11. W. Shepard. < hinnHuidinjjf l)r. Lldtu*. 
Warden’s (lhaso, 7() (extract), 

Januurg 5, — To Victor Smith. PoH, TovvnH<‘nd (Mnl>(‘/,zl(nn<u»t. War- 
den’s Chase, 529. 

Ja)iu(irg — To Gen. JLC. Lndlovv. On promotion. Warden’s Chas(‘, 
()82 (footnote). 

Junuarg W. — To the Uight Hon. Mr. <l(* Stoeckl, Ktspu'sl, for 

Russian edition of (hdcj'/Shiaifirns, etc. Wunhui’s ( ’has(‘, (>82 (footnoted. 

,/aNunrg 12. — To Jay 0ook(^ Death of r(da(iv(‘H of Mr. (^)olve. War- 
tlen’s (ihase, (>82. 

Jidmarg 22 . — To Jinlge Kelly. Blue.Us and suffrag(‘. Warden’s ( !has(‘, 
(i85 (extract). 

January 22.— To i leorg(‘ L. I )enison. nia<‘ks and siifrrag(‘. \\’ard(uds 
Cruise, 683 (extract). 

J(f,nuari/ j^rA— To T. 1). Jones. Bust of ( -haHi' for ( )|,tt*rh(‘in Uni V(‘rsi(y. 
Warden’s Chase, (>88 (footnoh^- 

Jamiavy 2S . — To B. F. Flan(l(‘rs. F(pml suffragiMUid nd.urn of sla,v<' 
States. Warden’s Chas(^, 684 ((‘x tract,) . 

Januanj 2S.—To Count (hirowski, et<‘. On duty to man. W'anhm’s 
Clhase, 684. 

January 2S,— To Rev. J. M. Reid. Louisiana and Arkansas, and tln^ 
negro. Schuekers’s Ohavse, 514. 

January SO.— To Mr. Barney. vSavingsbank for fnanlimm and Holdi(‘rH. 
Warden’s Chase, 684 (extracit). 

February 2S.— To James R. (Hlmorc‘, Fqual suffrage and rostorution, 
and Lin(!oln. Warden’s Clause, 684-685 ((^xtra(4). 

March H.—To Hon. A, K. read (L] Riddle. I lorior ami i>overty. 
Warden’s Chase, 635. 

March 4.— To Mrs. President Lincoln. T<‘ndt‘ring thc^ Bihh^ uh(m 1 by 
President in his oath. Warden’s Chase, 686, 

March 6*. —To President Limtoln. Court Dtudsions. V’irKiniii ami 
loyalty. Warden’s Chtise, 686. 

Alivrch 18.— To John Bigelow, Paris. Mud of war at hand. Stdinek 
ers’s Oliase, 514 (extract). 

April 4.— To Mr. J. Sehuekers. Kiehmond and peae(‘. \Vard<m’s 
Chase, 686 (extract). 

April 9.— To R. S. Fudd. Fngitivtu WarcU^ids Vhm\ 687. 

jfA— To President Lim^oln. Reconstruction. Virgiidu, Arknm 
sas, and Louisiana. Bchuckers’sCluise, 514-516; Nieolavand Hay’s Lin- 
coln, IX, 397 (extract). 

April 12. To President Lincoln. R(U‘oastru(d.iou of HUite eonstitu- 
tions, etc. Bclmckors’s Chase, 516-518; Nieolavand Hay’s Liueoln IX 
398 (footnote). * ' ^ ’ 
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April 14 - — To Right Rev. C. P. Mclh^aiiie. Reconstruction, etc. 
AVarclen’s Chase, 637. 

April 14 . — To Mrs. I)r. Trimble. Chase as a justice. Warden's Chase, 
637-638. 

April 14 > — To R. Buchanan. Reconstruction and suffrage. Warden’s 
Chase, 638. 

April 14 . — To Stanley Matthews. Rebellion (fuelled. Davis silent in 
despair. Schuckera’s Chase, 518. 

April 14. — To Most Rev. Archbishop Purcell. Oreeting. AVarden’s 
I'hase, 638. 

April 1(J. — To Gen. J. M. Ashley. Death of Lincoln and the politi- 
cians. Schuckers’s Chase, 519. Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, IX, 398 
(extract). 

April 17. — To Col. John D. Van Buren. Financial eml)arrassment, 
January to June, 1864. Schuckers’a Chase, 412-414. 

Man — To Gen. AV. T. Sherman. Negro in North Carolina, etc. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 520-521. 

Man 12. — To President Johnson. Southern whites and reconstruc- 
tion, etc. Schuckers’s Chase, 521-523. 

Man Kh — To Charles Sumner. Evidence of reconstruction in Florida, 
etc. Schuckers’s Chase, 523-524. 

Jaar U ). — To Mrs. Sprague. President Johnson’s Alississippi procla- 
mation. Schuckers’s Chase, 524 (extract). 

(.'^). — To Governor Anderson, Ohio. Death of ( lovernor Ih’ougli. 
Warden’s Chase, 645. 

AiKjHHt {!) . — To Airs. John Brough. Death of lier luis])aud. Warden’s 
Chase, 645-646 (footnote). 

October. — To President Johnson. United States (‘ourts in States sul)- 
jected to martial law. Schuckers’s CJiase, 5;>5-536 (extrac*t). 

. — To J. W. Schuckers. ATilitary versus Civil autliority. 

Schuckers’s (diase, 536 (extract). 

October 20. — To Air. L. B. Seddon, Richmond, Va. Air. Seddon. 
Schuckers’s Chase, 525 ((^xtra(‘,t). 

October 20. — To (lharles Sumner. Presid(‘nt Johnson and negro suf- 
frage. Warden’s Chase, 646. 

, — To Airs. C. L. AVliileman. Sak^ of lots. Warden’s Chase, 

646 . 

Xoreuiber 10 . — To Governor ( ). P. Morton. Alorton as war governor. 
Foulke’s Morton, 1, 456. 

Novel) iber 20. — To Lyman Abbott, J. M. AIcKim, and R(‘v. Georg(‘ 
Whipple. Purpose of war, etc. Reconstriudion. S(‘hu('kers’s Chase, 
525-526. 

November 20. — ToJ. I). Ludlow. Personal affairs. ^Vardt‘u’s (Jiase, 
()47 (extract). 

December J.— To Mr, Smith. (lhas(‘ as a Udhu- wriUw, cdc. Wardcui’s 
C-hase, ()47. 

ASY>y;, April 11 . — To the testimonial committcH'. W. L. Garrison. 
Life of Garrison, by hisCdiildren, IV, l82-hS3 (footnote). 

H. Doc. 4«i, pt 2 3 
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ApiHl SO , — To Judge Stephen J. Field. ReconHtrindion, etc. War<Ieii\s 
Chase, 647-649; Schuekers’s Chase, 526-527; Piatt’s Memories o£ Men 
Who Saved the Union, 128-180. 

May 1 . — To Wendell Phillips. Roconstruc.iion and suffrage. War- 
den’s Cliase, 049. 

May 11. — To Jay Cooke. Long and short loans. vSehuekca's’s (lliasc', 
408-409 (extract). 

May — . — To Horace Creeloy. National taxation of bonds. Scluu*k- 
ers’s Chase, 409 (extract in footnote). 

May 15. — To J. W. S(‘l nicker’s. United Stahls courts and martial 
law. Schuckers’s Chase, 586-587 (extract,). 

May 17. — To Horace (rreeley. Kesumption. S(‘huck(‘rs’s (9ms<‘, *1 10 
(extract). 

SepUmJx'v — To J. W. Schu(‘kers. Tlu^ Davis trial. SchmOnu’s’s 

Chase, 540-542 (extracts). 

7567, FArraary 17. — To Mr. A. Mot. In reference to a scIhujk^ of Mr. 
Mot’s. Warden’s Chase, 650 (extract). 

February 75.— To Hon. J. A. Arnold. Chas(^ and the Presidemty. 
Warden’s Chase, 650 (extract). 

March 1. — To Mr. Hinkle, ln<‘ome of Chase and (‘.ontributions. 
Warden’s Chase, 650 (extract). 

March 7. — To Map Dwight Daimister. In r(‘comm(m<Iing an appoint- 
ment. AViirden’s Chase, 650-t)51 (extra(*.ts). 

March — To Judge Robert A. Hill. On Civil rights ami invonstruc- 
tion. Warden’s Chase, 651 (extracts). 

March iJ . — To John M. Ijangston, Fs(p (tongr(\ss and tlu'South. Th(‘ 
League (?) and restoration. Wanlen’s Chase, 651-652 ((‘xtra(*ts). 

March — To Mrs. Mary Fliza(9iase. I’oor r(‘lativ(‘. N(tti(‘. War- 
den’s Chase, ($52 (extracts). 

March il. — To Mr. Arnold. Lincoln, (9uise, and (he Fma.n(‘ipulion 
Proclamation. Warden’s (1ias(‘, ()52d)58 ((‘xtract). 

March. 11. — To IMr. Ball. On a check for Oma Hmitli, (‘oIohmI st'rvanl. 
once of Mr. "Wirt. Warden’s (diase, ($58 (extract). 

ilforo/i 7i.— To Oma Smith. Inclosing check, with comment. War- 
den’s Chase, 658. 

ilfnro7t 77.— To Judge B. F. Miller. Suprenu^ Oairl ami n^gislers in 
bankruptcy. Warden’s (duise, ($58-654 ((uxtracts). 

March 74.— To (Jovernor Fenton. Military a(t and r<‘constru(^lion. 
Warden’s Chase, ($54 (extract). 

.—To Horace Creeley. Uesumption ami (expansion in (hmnc<‘H. 

Warden’s Chase, 654. 

March 16. — T(». Col. IL 0. Parsons. Conc(‘rning Smith (-omly. 
Warden’s Chase, ($54 (extract). 

March 76.— To same. I ron shx^k. Warden’s ( 8uis(s 65($-($57 ( (^xt.ract. 
in footnotes). 

IfarcTi 76.— To David Austin. On <leath of Mr. Oarniss. Wardtm’s 
Chase, ($54-e$r>5. 
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2farch ^1. — To Col. R. C. Parsons. Political prospects. United States 
niarshalship. Iron stock. Warden’s Chase, 656-657. 

MoTch '2.2 . — To J. W. Schuckers. Regarding stocks. Warden’s Chase, 
657. 

March 25. — To Hon. Horace Maynard. On rumors of Chase. War- 
den’s Chase, 657 (extract). 

March 25. — To ‘Parson Brownlow.’ Proclamation in Tennessee. 
Warden’s Chase, 657-658 (extracts). 

March 27. — To Horace Greeley. Appointment of registers in bank- 
ruptcy. Warden’s Chase, 658. 

April 26. — To J. W. Schuckers. Stocks. Warden’s Chase, 658. 

April 26. — To General Schofield. Declining protection while holding 
court in Richmond. Warden’s Chase, 658-659. 

Ajiril 26. — To Judge Underwood. Protection and Richmond. War- 
den’s Chase, 659 (extract): 

. — ^To (?) Col. Donn Piatt. Friends and enemies. Reconstruc- 
tion. Warden’s Chase, 659-660. 

May 5. — To Governor Dennison. Friendship for. Warden’s Chase, 
660 (footnote). 

May 13 . — To Judge Underwood. Chase and Mr. Davis. Warden’s 
Chase, 660 (extract). 

May 21. — To Hon. Flamen Ball. Notification of nomination as regis- 
ter. Warden’s Chase, 661 (extract). 

Jtuie 3. — To George O’ Harra. In reference to Mr. Stone. Warden’s 
Chase, 661 (extract). 

June 25. — To Horace Greeley. Treason and the Constitution. Uni- 
versal amnesty. Warden’s Chase, 662-663 (extracts). 

June, 20. — To John Russell Young. Tribune and Herald. Recon- 
struction, etc. Warden’s Chase, 667-668 (extracts). 

July 3. — To A. M. Clapp. The Express and the Union. Warden’s 
Chase, 66<S (extract). 

July 9. — To Theodore Tilton. Reconstruction, etc. Warden’s Chase, 
668-669 (extract). 

AuyudB. — To Horace (irreeley. Reconstruction and Sheridan, etc. 
Warden’s Chase, 669-671 (extract). 

Auguste. — To A. N. Cone. Presidency. Warden’s Chase, 67 L (ex- 
tracts). 

August 10. — To Jay Cooke. Public service and duty, etc. Warden’s 
Chase, 671-672 (extracts). 

August 17. — To J. W, Schuckers. Income and property of Chase, etc. 
Schuckers’ s Chase, 617-618 (extract), 

September 75.— -To J. W. Schuckers. As private secretiiry. Warden’s 
Chase, 675 (extract). 

November 25. — To John S. Corbin. [Signed, J. W. Sc'huckers.] Chase 
and other statesmen, etc. Warden’s Chase, 675; SciluKikera’s Chase, 574. 

December .^5.— To Dr. John Paul. I^residoncy. Warden’s Chase, 676 
(extracts). 
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186S, Januaru f3.—'Vo . Political idcuH of C\nm\ WiinUMi’a 

Chase, 676 (extract). 

lamiary 24 —To J. AV. Holden. Presidency and Smiiheni Loyalists. 
Warden’s Chase, 677 (extracts). 

75 .— To Judge Underwood. PresidcMicy and (Jraid,. War- 
den’s Chase, 677 (extract). 

March 2.— To Hon. AV. S. Hatch. Presidency, (Me. Wanhai’s (thas(‘, 
677, 678, 679 (extracts). 

March 20.— To Col. AV. B. Thomas. Imi)eachtn(Mi(, nH'oasIruction, (dc. 
AVarden’s Chase, 680-681; Schnckers’s (Uias(‘, 574-576 (ext,ract)- 

March 26 . — To Dr. J. E. Snodgrass. Keconsi.nudioii, (de,. Ward(‘n’s 
Chase, 681-682 (extracts); Schuckers’s Chase, r>75“57() (exi,ra(dd. 

March £0. — To P. J. Tucker, Presidtaicy. Wanhm’s Chas(‘, (>S2. 

March S3 . — To Jacol) Heaton. Duty as judg(‘. Wardcm’s Chast^, 
682-683 (extract). 

Aprils. — To Gerritt Smith, Presidency. ImpeacdinumL WanUm’s 
Chase, 683 (extract); Schuckers’s Chase, 576-577 ((‘x tract). 

April 6. — To Col. John i). Van J^uren. Iinp(‘a(duiuml. WanUm’s 
Chase, 683-684 (extract). 

Aprils. — To Alexander Long. Politicsof LSdO - IS53. WanUm’s ( /has(‘, 
684 (extract). 

April 29 . — To Gerritt Smith. Impeaclmumt, (dc.. Wardcm’s (thasi^, 
684-686 (extract); Schuckers’s (biases 577-578 ((‘x(ra<d.). 

April 29. — To Alexander Long. Presideiuy and ihm'ohsI rmdion. Im- 
peachment. Warden’s Chase, 686-687 (extra<ds); S(diu(dc(u*s’s (duis(‘, 
578-579 (extract). 

April 29. — To Theo<lore Tilton. J 'residency and the Ind(^}Kmd(ml., 
Warden’s Chase, 687-689 (extract); S(dmckerH’H (duists 579-580. 

April S4. — To Dr. A. L. Child. The (duuse family. Warden’s Chas(‘, 
689. 

Aprils?. — To Henry W. Hilliard. Iteeonstnudion, etc. S(dui(d<(‘rH’H 
Chase, 528-529 (extract). 

April — . — To Col. John D. Van Buron. (Jentu’ul Sl(dd(‘s’H onUu’ N<). 
10 and United States courts. ScUiudcers’s (/lias(‘, r) i;}-r)4*l ((^xtrae.t). 

April S9. — To Col, William Brown. iVesi(l(mcy. Warden’s ChaH(*, 
690 (extract). 

Maif J.— To liichard (Jaines. Legislative control of KxcuMitivi^ and 
judiciary, etc. Warden’s Chase, 690-691 (extra(d.H); Seduudeers’s (dias(‘, 
580-581 (extract). 

May 6.— To Col. John D. Van Buren. Impemdiment, etc. Wardtm’s 
Chase, 691-692 (extracts). 

May 6. — To Emory Washlmrn. As presiding judge in imp(‘ae,hmtud* 
Warden’s Chase, 692 (extract in footnote). 

May 7^.— To Flamen Ball. As presiding judge in impc^aelmumt. 
AVarden’s Chase, 603 (extract). 

May 23.— To Col. J. R. G. Pitkin. The PresHUnuy: ChaH<^ and Grant. 
Warden’s Chase, 693 (extracts). 
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May 13, — To Hiram Barney. On outside influence upon the Senate 
in impeachment case. Warden’s Chase, 693-694 (extract). 

May IG.—To G. W. Johnson. On an old anti-slavery man’s attack 
on Chase. lYarden’s Chase, 694 (extract). 

May IG . — To Clark Williams. Impeachment: its problem a judicial, 
not a political one. The vote. Warden’s Chase, 694-695 (extract) . 

May 17. — To John H. Gilmer. Duty and public life. Warden’s 
Chase, 695 (extract). 

May 19. — To Plorace Greeley. On an article in Tribune charging 
Chase with influencing vote on impeac'hnu'iit. Warden’s Chase, 696- 
697; Schuckers’s Chase, 5S1-5S2. 

May 21. — To Plon. H. S. Bundy. On a charge of Chase influencing 
vote on impeachment. Politics. Warden’s Chase, 697-698. 

May 21. — To IMr. Van Winkle. On influencing his vote on impeach- 
ment. Warden’s Chase, 698 (extract in footnote). 

May 22. — To Murat Halstead. On influencing vote on impeachment. 
The question involved. Third party i)olitics. Warden’s Chase, 698- 
699; Schuckers’s Chase, 582-583. 

May 22. — To Janies Gordon Bennett. The Herald’s treatment of 
Chase. The Presidency. Warden’s Chase, 699-700 (extracts). > 

May 2o . — To Senator Anthony. On influencing his vote on impeach- 
ment. Warden’s Chase, 699 (c^xtraitt, footnote). 

May 29. — To Hiram Barney. Chase and Dc‘mocracy. Schiulcers’s 
Chase, 583-584; Nicolay and Hay’s Lincoln, IX, 399 (extracts). 

May 30 . — To August Ilelmont. R(‘const-ru(*tion, oic. Schuckers’s 
Chase, 563 (extract), 584-586; Ni(*olay and Hay’s Lincoln, IX, 400 
(extracts ) . 

June 1. — To Murat Halstead. Pr(‘sidency: (diase and Grant. War- 
den’s Chas(‘, 700-701 ((‘xtract). 

13. — To James Lyon, Richmond. Universal snffragt‘, amnesty, 
and civil government. Schuckers’s Chase, 586-588. 

J'lUii’ 19. — To W. 0. Bryant. Reconstruction. Presidency. War- 
den’s Chase, 701-702; Schuckers’s Chase, 588-589. 

July 1. — To Alexander Long. Military governnu'nt in Soulh. War- 
<len’s Chase, 704. 

Jahj 4. — To Alexander Long. Presidenc.y. Wanhm’s ( 9uis(‘, 704-705; 
SchinLcrs’s Chase, 589. 

July a . — To Col. John 1). Van Buren. Pr(‘sid(mc,y, cdc. Si'huckers’s 
Chase, 589 (extract). 

Jaly G . — To J. W. Schiu4^(u*s. PreHid(^n(iy, (‘tc. S(‘huc,kta‘s’s Chas(‘, 
589-590. 

Jaly 7 . — To J. P. Tucker. I’residen(‘.y. The Platform. [Telegram.] 
WardeiPs Chase, 706. 

July 8 . — To Col John I). Vim Buren. Presidency. Platform, etc. 
Warden’s Chase, 707; Sclmckers’s Chasc^, 590. 

July 14 . — To Murat 1 lalstoad. Presidenc.y and I)cimo(‘,racy. Warden’s 
Chase, 710 (extracts). 
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Jyly X 4 .—T 0 Susan B. Anthony. Politics. Warden’s C-haae, 710-71 1 
(extract). 

July W.—To J. W. Schuckers. Blair and Deinocrac*'y, etc,. Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 590. 

August 25. — To John Colyer. Presidency, etc. Schuckors’s ChaHo, 
591-592. 

September 2 .— To Col. AVilliam Brown, (irant and Seymour, and 
Reconstruction. Warden\s Chase, 712-713. 

September 21 . — To Col. A. J. 11. Diiganne. Kei)Til)li(tan c‘ainpai^m. 
Schuckers’ s Chase, 592. 

Septe^nher 29. — To Col. William Brown. Grant, Seymour, Blair, and 
Reconstruction. Warden’s Chase, 713-715; Schuckors’H Chaser, 592-593 
(extract). 

October 2S. — To William Brown. Seymour and Blair, (d.c. Warden’s 
Chase, 715. 

November 3 . — To R. B. Warden. Election and lioj)e of p(^a(x^, ('tc. 
Warden’s Chase, 716. 

November 17 ^To (%\. R. 0. Parsons. Court ollicc^ and polhlcs, (dc. 
Warden’s Chase, 71*6. 

J^ember 17 . — To Jay Cooke. Stocks and l)ondH, et(^ Wardem’s 
Chase, 672-678. 

November IS.— To 'R oy. My, Blanchar<l. Cincinnati Hoci(‘ty, Masonic^ 
Order, etc. Warden’s Chase, 40, 200-201, 232 (extracts). 

—.—To Whitelaw Reid, irealth. S(‘.ImckerH’H (Huise, 619 

(extract). 

1869, March 0 . — To Mrs. U. S. Grant. Bresemtin^ Bible tised in taking 
the oath of oflSce. Warden’s Chase, 718. 

Afay ^.— To Mrs. Elizabeth Smith Miller. Bengal and political rigldH 
of woman. Warden’s Chase, 718 (extract). 

May 29.— To Capt. H. B. Manning, CharlcHlon, S. C. TIu^ Ifnlouund 
Confederate dead. Schuckers’ s Chase, 529. 

June 10 . — To John E. Williams, N. Y. To a critic, ism on Chase’s 
“humanity and the Confederate dead” letter to Manning. 

Chase, 530-531. 

December U—To Mrs. Sprague. Tlie power to furnish mom^y n'sts in 
Congress. Schuckera’s Chase, 407 (extract). 

1S70, March SO.— ToVotovll. Clark and others, Cincinnati. (Colored) 
Democratic principles and the negro. Warden’s Cluist^ 8 1 3-8 M 
(extract); Schuckers’ s Chase, 531-532. 

To President Grant. Jefferson Davis’s rcsidoiu'c^. Wardtui’s 

Chase, 719. 

September 26.— To Hon. R. C. Parsons. Bickuesfl of Chas(^. Warden’s 
Chase, 719-720 (extract). 

October 15.— To Miss Nettie Chase. State of his lu^alih. Warden’s 
Chase, 721 (extract). 

October 22 . To H. D. Cooke. The Cluise “will.” Ward(m’H ('hasc^ 
722 (extract). 
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October 34 . — To J. AV. Schuckers. A position. Warden’s Chase, 722 
(extracts). 

October 24 ,^ To Hon. N. Sargent. Retrospect. Warden’s Chase, 723 
(extract). 

October 26.— To J. W. Schuckers. A position. Warden’s Chase, 728 
(extract). 

1S71, August 4 - — To Alexander Mitchell. For a proffered courtesy. 
Warden’s Chase, 724. 

August 4. — To Judge Dickson. Health and mineral springs. War- 
den’s Chase, 724-725. 

August 9. — To Col. R, C. Parsons. Health and mineral springs. 
AVarden’s Chase, 725. 

August 10. — To Dr. D. AA^. Bliss. Regarding meals and health. AA^ar- 
den’s Chase, 725-726 (extracts). 

August 19. — To Mr. Plumley. On state of healtli. AVarden’s Chase, 
726 (extract). 

Septembers. — To General Ashley. No ]>olitics now. Health. VA^ar- 
den’s Chase, 727 (extract). 

1872^ March 26. — To Judge M. C. C. Ohundi. Presidency. AVar- 
den’s Chase, 728 (extract). 

AjmilS. — To Flamen Ball. Presidency. AVarden’s Chase, 729. 

Mag 10. — To Judge M. E. Church. Chase and Greeley. AVarden’s 
Chase, 733-734. 

May 20. — To Murat Halstead. Greeh^-y and the Democrats. AVar- 
den’s Chase, 734 (extract). 

May 80. — To Murat Halstead. Cincinnati CommerciaPH (‘orrcs])ond- 
ent. Warden’s Chase, 735 (extract). 

August 14 ’ — To Demarest Lloyd. Greeley and the J)emo(;rati(‘. party. 
Schuckers’ s Chase, 593 (extract). 

September 15. — ^To Demarest Lloyd. Parties and candidates. Sc*,huck- 
ers’s Chase, 593 (extract). 

November 7. — To Murat Halstead. Cincinnati Commercial’s (‘.orre- 
spondeiit. Warden’s Chase, 735-736. 

1378, January 17. — To R. B. AVarden. Response to a Birthday offer- 
ing. Warden’s Chase, 766. 

. — To Bcnj. Vaughan Abbott. Installation as Chief Justice. 

Warden’s Chase, 631 (extracds). 

January 81. — To R. B. AVard(‘n. Re(iuoHt to call. AVarden’ s Chase, 
767. 

February 7. — To R. B. AVarden. Reciuest to call. [Written on a vis- 
iting card.] Warden’s Chase, 767. 

March 24. — To John Bright, England. Letter of introduction. War- 
den’s Chase, 798-799. 

. — To A. G. Browne, jr. A court decision. Warden’s Chase, 

799. 

April 28. — To M. Blair. Seward and Lincoln. Warden’s Chase, 779. 

. — To R. B. Warden. Invitation to breakfast. Wardcm’s 

Chase, 780. 
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April 2S . — To the Lord Ohaneollor, Kuglaud. I’reseuthi}' a book. 
Warden’s Chase, 798. 

. — To Lord Chief Justice, England. Rresenting a Ixiok. War- 
den’s Chase, 798 (extract). 

May 3 . — To W. D. Gallagher. Mr. Richardson, etc. IVanhai’s 
Chase, 801. 

May 4 . — To R. B Warden. A journey east,. Warden’s Chase, 80.5. 

May 0 . — To Col. R. 0. Parsons. Ilealth of Chasi'. S(duiekei-s’H 
Chase, 623 (extract). 

Mays . — To Mrs. Alice S. Stehhins, Boston. Ik) \-isit her. S<'huek- 
ers’s Chase, 623-624 (extract). 


B.— LIST OF LETTERS OF SALMON P. CHASE NOW 


I’UINTKI). 


, February 18, 1846. To W. TI. Collins 

, October 20, 1846. To J. R. Giddings 

Cincinnati, November 26, 1840. To Charh's Suinnei'. 

Cincinnati, April 24, 1847. To (lharles Sumner 

, June 16, 1847. To Joshua Ixaivitt, 

, June 24, 1847. To John Thonms 

, July 15, 1847. To Pre.ston King 

Cincinnati, September 22, J.H47. To Charles Sumner, 
Cincinnati, December 2, 1847. To Charles Sninmn-. 
Cincinnati, January 16, 1848. To Chark‘s Sumner.., 
Cincinnati, February 1.9, 1848. To Charles Sunni<>r.. 

Cincinnati, March 25, 1848. To Charh's Sumner 

Cincinnati, June 5, 1848. To (iharles Sumner 

, May 27, 1848. To Samuel K. Sewall 

, June 15, 1848. To John 1’. Itale 

Cincinnati, June 20, 1848. To Charles Sumner. . ” ’ 

I July 11, 1848. To Seahury Ford 

Cincinnati, November 9, 1848. To Eli Nich'o'ls'. '. '. 
Cincinnati, November 27, 1848. To Charles Sunnier’ ! 

Cincinnati, January 16, 1849. To E. S. Hamlin 

Cincinnati, January 1 7, 1 849. To E. S. I lamlin 

Cincinnati, January 19, 1849. To E. S. Hamlin 1 . 

Cincinnati, January 20, 1849. To E. S. Ilandiu ” " ’ 

— , January 23, 1 849. To Ahas! Merchant 

Cincinnati, January 24, 1849. To E. S. Handin 

Cincinnati, January 26, 1849. To E. S. Handin . ! 

Cincinnati, January 27, 1849. To E. 8. Hamlin 

Cincinnati, January 29, 1849. To E. S. 1 lamlin 

, F ebruary 26, 1849. To Stanley Matthews 

Cincinnati, February 27, 1849. To E." S. 1 lamlin 

, April 4, 1849. To J. R. Oiddings 

Cincinnati, April 30, 1849. To M. and 0. E. Sutlift" ' 
, May 8, 1849. To J. H. Smith. . . . 
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Page. 

Cincinnati, June 19, 1849. To W. G. Kephart 174 

, June 19, 1849. To George Reber 178 

Cincinnati, July 26, 1849. To B. F. Butler 180 

Portland, Seiitember 2, 1849. To Charles Siunner 182 

ISTew Haven, September 15, 1849. To Charles Sumner 188 

Philadelphia, September 19, 1849. To Charles Sumner 185 

Washington, December 14, 1849. To Charles Sumner 188 

Washington, December 17, 1849. To E. S. Hamlin 189 

Washington, December 21, 1849. To E, S. Hamlin 192 

Philadelphia, January 2, 1850. To E. S. Hamlin 198 

Parkeville, January 12, 1850. To E. S. Hamlin 195 

Washington, January 17, 1850. To E. S. Hamlin 197 

Washington, January 28, 1850. To Charles Sumner 200 

, February 2, 1850. To E. S. Hamlin 200 

Washington, February 18, 1850. To E. S. Hamlin 201 

Washington, March 15, 1850. To Charles Sumner 203 

, March 16, 1850. To E. S. Hamlin 204 

Washington, ^larch 24, 1850. To Charles Sumner i 205 

Washington, April 4, 1850. To Charles Sumner 206 

Washington, April 18, 1850. To Charles Suiuiku' 206 

Washington, April 16, 1850. To E. S. Hamlin 210 

Washington, May 6, 1850. To Charles Sumner 210 
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PART II. DIARY OF SALMON P. CHASE, JULY 21, 1862, TO 
OCTOBER 12, 1862. 


Monday, July 1862. 

Early thi.s morning, Count Gurowski called and told me 
that, yesterday, at a great dinner at Mr. Tas.sara’s"— the only 
Americans present l)eing Gov. Seward and Senator CaiTile — 
Gov. Seward remarked that ho had lately l)egun to realize 
the value of a Cromwell, and to appreciate the Coup d’etat; 
and that ho wished wo had had a Cromwell or a Coup d’etat 
for our Congress.^' The Count said that the diplomats pres- 
ent were very much disgusted, and that the language of 
Gov. Seward injured the Administration much in the estima- 
tion of all intelligent foreigners. 

After the Count left, I received a notice to attend a Cab- 
inet meetipg, at 10 o’clock. It has been so long since any 
consultation has been held that it struck me as a novelty. 

T went at the appointed hour, and found that the Presi- 
dent had been profoundly concerned at the present aspect 
of affairs, and had determined to take sonu'. definitive steps 
in respect to military action and slavery, lie had prepared 
several Orders, the first of which contemplated authority to 
Commanders to subsist their troups in the hostile terri- 
tory- -the second, authority to employ negroes as laborers— 
the thii-d requiring that both in the case of property taken 

<1 Doll Dabriol Garcia y Taasara, the mmintcrol' Spain to Die United SlatoH. 

f> “Mr. Seward IricH to appear ^ifraiid before the foreign diidoimUn, and lalkHalKiut 
(Ironiwell, LouIh Napoleon, coup dYdats against tlio (Congress, and about his regrets 
to be in thi^ inipossibility to imitate them. Only think, Cromwell, Napoleon I, Napo- 
leon III, Seward!”— /h’ar///rma Miuchh, IHfU, to Novmhn' /<sy)i2, hi/ Adm Qmnmkiy 
Mon, im, p. S!/jX 

CoimtOurowski,a PoHMi ]K)litieal refugee, was at IhiK lime a trauHlator in the State 
Department. IIIh published diarien cover the iieriod of the civil war. Some of his 
letters are published m Dike’s Kiist Blows of the Civil War, Kora brief ae(‘oimt of 
him, see Jderee, Memoir and Letters of Charles Humner, IV, I2H“12y,aud Appleton’s 
Cyclopedia of American Biography. 
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and of negroes emplo 3 ^ed 5 accounts should ho kept with 
such degrees of certainty as Avould cnal)le coiupensatiou to 
be made in proper cases — another provided for the coloni- 
zation of negroes in some tropical country. 

A good deal of deal of discussion took place upon these 
points. The lirst Order was universally approved. The 
second was approved entirel}^; and the third, 1)y all exc(‘pt 
myself. I doul)ted the expediem^y of attempting to k(M'p 
accounts for the benefit of the inhal)itants of r(d)el States. 
The Colonization project was not inuch discussed. 

The Secretary of War presented some lethu’s from (Jenl. 
Hunter, in Avhich he advised the Department that the with- 
drawal of a largo proportion of his troups to reinforc(^ (xonl, 
McClellan, rendered it highl}^ important that he should Ix^ 
immediately authorized to enlist all loyal persons without 
reference to complexion. Messrs. Stanton, Seward and my- 
self, expressed ourselves in favor of this plan, and no one 
expressed himself against it. (Mr. Blair was not pr(\';:i(‘ni,.) 
The President was not prepared to decide the (luestion Init 
expressed himself as averse to aimiing negroes. The whoh^, 
matter was postponed until tomorrow. 

After the meeting of the C-abinet, Messrs. Speed, Hollo- 
wa}’' and Casey — the hrsC a distinguished lawycn* of Louis- 
ville, a state senator, and no3v Postmaster of tlnmn'ty; tlui 
second, a large slaveholdcn* in South-western Iv(‘ntu(*ky; tlu'. 
third, M. C. from the South -w(\st(‘rn I)istri(‘t called at tlu‘, 
Department. Messrs. Speed and t-asey wer(‘, (hxddiHl in 
favor of the most decided measures in nNsjxad- to S^a\’erv 
and the employment of m^grex's in whatevxu* (*apa(‘itv tlu'y 
wore fitted for. ]\lessrs. Speed and (]as(‘y assur(xl mo that 
Mr. Hollowaj’" (although a large slaveholder) wiis in favor 
of every measure necessary for succ(\ss and that he Indd no 
sacrifice too great to insure it. He would clnMU-fuIly giv(‘ 
up slavery if it l)ecaine necessary or important. 

Mr. Casey, Mr. Horton and ’(ircni. Pojx‘ <lin(Hl with nuv 
Mr. Horton condemned severely tho condmd, of ilm <‘am- 
paign at the Peninsula and the misreprescnitations rnadt^ to 
the public- in regard to it. (Jenl. Pop(*/ (‘-xpr(‘ss(xl hiins(df 
freely and decidedly in favor of the most rigorous measurcss 
in the pi'osecution of the war. He believed that, in conse- 
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quencG of the rebellion. Slavery must perish, and with him 
it was only a question of prudence as to tlu^ means to ])e 
emplo^^ed to weaken it. He was in favor of usin^* eveuy 
instrument which could be brought to hear against the 
enemy; and v'hile he did not speak in favor of a general 
arming of the slaves as soldiers, he advoc‘ated their use as 
laborers, in the defence of fortifications, and in ai\y way in 
which their services could be made useful without impairing 
the general tone of the service. He said he was now wait- 
ing, l)y request of the President, the arriA'al of Genl. Ilal- 
Icck; and he regarded it as necessary for the safety and 
success of his operations that there should be a (‘hange in 
the command of the Army of the Potomac. He believed 
that Genl. McClellan's incompetency and indisposition to 
active movements wore so great, that if, in his operations, 
he should need assistance', he could not expeedf it from him. 
He had urged upon the President the importance of sui)er- 
seding Genl. McClellan l)ofore the arrival of Halleck, rep- 
resenting the delicacy of Ilalleck's future ])osition, and the 
importance of having the field clear for him when he as- 
sumed the general command. Tlu', Prevsident, how(wer, had 
only promisc'd that lu'. (G('nl. Pope) should 1)e present aii his 
interview with Genl. Halh'ck, when ho would give the latter 
his opinion of McClellan. 

PUESDAY, Jff/ff 

This morning, 1 (*alled on the President with a letter 
received some time since from Col. Key, in whi(‘h he stated 
that he had reason to believe that if Genl. McClellan found 
he could not otherwise sustain himself in Virginia, lu'- would 
dechuT, the liberation of tin'. slav(\s; and that the President 
would not dare to interb're with the Order. I urg('d u}) 0 !i 
the President the importance of an immediate (duinge in the 
command of the Army of the Potonau', repres(mting the 
necessity of having a (reneral iti that command who would 
cordially and ('fficiently coop('rate with the movements of 
Pope and others; and urging a change'- b(dor('. tlu^ arrival of 
(ircnl. Halle(‘k, in view of the extn'ine deruuicy of his posi- 
tion in this respe(‘t, (}enl. M(‘(4ellan l)eing Ids senior Major- 
General. I said that I did not regard Geml. MedJhdlan as 
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lo 3 ^al to the Administration, although I did not ([uestion his 
general loyalt}" to the countiy. 

I also urged Gonl. McClellan is reniov^al upon linancial 
grounds. I told him that, if such a change', in tlu'- coinuiand 
was made as would insure action to tlu' arm\" and give'- it 
power in the ratio of its strength, anel if sue'h measure's 
were adopted in respect to slavery as would inspire the 
countrv with confidence that no measure', would he le'ft un- 
tried which promised a speedy and suceH'ssful ressult, I 
would insure that, within ten days, the He)n(ls of the', II. S. 
except the 5--20s.— would he so far a1)()ve par that, (‘-onver- 
sions into the latter stock would take place', rapidly and fur- 
nish the necessary means for carrying on the ()re)ve‘rnme‘nt. 
If this was not done, it seemed te) me im[)ossihle to me'ed, 
necessary exi^ienses. Already there were 10,000,001) of un- 
paid requisitions, and this amount must c,e)nstantly ine*rease‘. 

The President came to no e'.omdusion, hut said he would 
confer with Gen. Ilallcck on all those matte', rs. 1 l(d‘t him, 
promising to return to Cabinet, when the siihjccd of the'- 
Orders discussed yesterda}^ would ho rt'sumed. 

Went to Cabinet at the appointed hour. It was unani- 
mously agreed that the Order in rc'speed io Cole)nizati()n 
should ho dropped; and the others were'- ad()])te'(l unani- 
mously, except that I wished North (Jarolina ine^luele'd among 
the States named in the first e)rder. 

The question of arming slaveys was then brought iq> and I 
advocated it warmly. The President was unwilling to aelopt 
this measure, but proposed to issue a ])r(>e‘lamation, on the', 
basis of the Confiscation Bill, calling upon the' Stal,e\s t,o 
return to their allegiance— warning the rehxds the', pi-eedsions 
of the Act would have full force at the'- expiration of sixty 
days— adding, on his own part, a declaration of Ids int(',ntie)n 
to renew, at the next s(‘-ssion of Ce)ngr('.ss, his re'e'ommemda- 
tion of compensation to States adopting the^gi*adiial abe)lish- 
ment of slavery—and proclaiming the ennancipation of all 
slaves within States remaining in insurreiction on lirst of 
January, 1863. 

I said that I should give to suedi a m('-asure»i my (*,orelial 
support; but I should piTfer that no ne‘,w e'ixpn'SHion on tliei 
subject of compensation should bo made', and I thought that 
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the measure of Emancipation could be much lietter and more 
quietly accomplished by allo^ving Generals to organize and 
arm the slaves (thus avoiding depredation and massacre on 
the one hand, and support to the insurrection on the other) 
and by directing the Commanders of Departments to pro- 
claim emancipation within their Districts as soon as prac- 
ticable; but I regarded this as so much better than inaction 
on the subject, that I should give it my entire support. 

The President determined to publish the first three Orders 
forthwith, and to leave the other for some further consid- 
eration. The impression left upon my mind by the whole 
discussion was, that while the President thought that the 
organization, equipment and arming of negroes, like other 
soldiers, would be productive of more evil than good, he 
was not willing that Commanders should, at their discretion, 
arm, for purelj^ defensive purposes, slaves coming within 
their lines. 

Mr. Stanton brought forward a proposition to draft 
50,000 men. Mr. Seward pi’oposed that the number should 
be 100,000. The President directed that, whatever nmul)er 
were drafted, should be a part of the 3,000,000 already 
called for. No decision was reached, however. 

Feiday, J'dy 

No Cabinet to-day. Went to War Department in the 
morning, where 1 found the President and Stanton. We 
talked about the necessity of clearing the Mississippi, and 
Stanton again urged sending Mitchell. The Pre^sidont said 
he would see him. Stanton sent for him at Willard's, and 
sent him to the President. 

In the evening I called for Mitchell to ride, with H. Wal- 
l)ridge. Asked him the result. He said th(‘. President had 
asked him with what force he coxild take Vicksburgh and 
clear the river, and, with the black population on its Imnks, 
hold it open below Memphis; and had bid him consider. 
He had replied tjbiat, with his own division and Curtis’ army, 
he could do it ho thought, but he would consider and reply. 

1 told him now was the time to do gr(^.at things. 

H. Doc. 461, i)t 2 1 
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Saturday, My 

Sent order to close and encrapc the Departniont in respcu-t 
to ex-President Van Buren, just deceased. 

The President came in, to talk about the. controvc'.rsy 
between the Postmaster General and <ith. Auditor, in rejjard 
to rooms. Agreed to see the Attorney G('ueral, for whom 
I afterwards sent. The Attorney General had not luiard of 
Eabe’s removal, of which I spoke to him, and I dir(>.ct(^d 
Mr. Harrington to telegraph Rabe that the I'emoval liad Ixnni 
made without my knowledge or that of the Attorney ( je.nenil. 

Genl. Pope came in about 1 P. M., and wc'nt to Photog- 
raphers with me and Col. Welch, lie talked as if Mc.Clel- 
lan might be returned in command and retrieve himself by 
advancing on Richmond, which was now quite feasible there 
being but few troops on the North side of the flames. I 
replied that no such advance would be made; or, if made 
and successful, would only restore undeserved contidenco 
and prepare future calamities. 

Mitchell called. He had seen the President, who had 
postponed his decision until he could consult Ilalk'.ck. 
Mitchell had all his orders ready for rapid movement. 'Fold 
him his only course ’was to wait and see. 

Talked with Pope about Mitchell, wlio inclined to think 
him visionai-y. Asked him to got ac(juaint('d with him 
which he promised. 

Wrote Mrs. E. in re]!]}' to letter received from he.r. 

Sunday, J-u/i/ fJ7. 

A telegram from Genl. Morgan this morning a])])rised 
me of his resignation, and of his wish that I would stHuire 
its prompt acceptance. I went, Ihendore, to the Wai- 
Department, wishing to oblige him, and also to .secure 
Garfield’s appointment in his place. Mr. Shuiton was not 
in, but saw Watson. 

Talked with Watson about the .state of things. lie mcm- 
tioned two conversations with M<‘.Ul('.llan In Novemlx'r of 
last year, in both of which Watson expnvsHcd the opinion 
that the rebels were in earnest -that pcuuK'., through any 
arrangement with them, was not to be hojaxl for -and that 
it would be necessary to prosecute the war, even to the 
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point of subjugation, if we meant to maintain the territorial 
integrity of the country. McClellan differed. He thought 
we ought to avoid harshness and violence — that we should 
conduct the war so as to avoid offence as far as possible; — 
and said that if he thought as Watson did, he should feel 
obliged to lay down his arms. 

It was during the same month that he told me of his plan 
for a rapid advance on Richmond, and gave me the assur- 
ance that he would take it by the middle of February; which 
induced me to assure the capitalists in New York that they 
could rely on his activity, vigor and success. 

From the War Department I went to the President’s, to 
whom I spoke of the resignation of Morgan and of substi- 
tuting Garfield which seemed to j^lease him. Spoke also oP 
the financial importance of getting rid of McClellan; and 
expressed the hope that Halleck would approve his project 
of sending Mitchell to the Mississippi. On these points he 
said nothing. I then spoke of Jones, the Sculptor, and of 
the fitness of giving him some Consulate in Italy, which he 
liked the idea of. He read me a statement (very good) 

which he was preparing in reply to a letter from ; in 

New-Orleans, forwarded b}’^ Bullitt. 

After some other talk and reminding him of the impor- 
tance of a talk between me and Halleck about finances as 
affected ])y the war (by the way, he told me he desired Hal- 
leck to come and see me last Monda}^, but he did not come) 
I returned home. Was too late for church. Read various 
books — among others, Whitfield’s life. What a worker! 

Spent evening with Katie and Nettie, and read H. W. 
Beecher’s last sermon in the Independent. 

Not a caller all day. — 0 si sic omnes dies! 

Friday, Aikj, j^, ISS’B. 

No events of much importance to-day. — A Cabinet meeting 
was held and a good deal of talk took place, but no results*. — 
Blair sent me his paper on Coloni^sation to which he referred 
in our long talk of yesterday. — A nice letter from my friend 
Mrs. Kastman. — Spent a few moments at the War Depart- 
ment — telegram came that the enemy has been shelling 
McClellan’s position from Point Coggin. — WYote to GenL 
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Pope and Gcnl. Butler, touching*, in Both kittens, the Slav(U‘y 
question. — Called on Cronl. Halleck in the evening, and 
talked a good while with him. Judged it prudent not to say 
much of the war he spoke of Buell as slow but safe; of 
Grant, as a good general and l)ravuMn batth',, but careless of 
his command; of Thomas he spoke veiy highly. 

Satukdav, Am/. 

At Department all day — went lunther to tlio President's 
nor the War Department. 

Genl. Shields called and talked over movement iq) the 
Shenandoah. He told me that when he received peremptory 
orders to return, he had held communication with Fremont 
and Jackson's capture was certain. I told him of my 
urgency that McDowell should l)e ordered forward with his 
entire command from Warrenton, jjer Front Koyal, to Char- 
lottesville and Lynchburg; that the President was not ready 
to act; that McDowell himself was apparently disinclined, 
preferring concentration at Manassas and then advataa^ to 
Richmond. Plain enough now, he said, that this was the 
true movement. He had himself telegraphed McDowell that 
Jackson would be Pattersonized by recall of troops from 
pursuit. The troops were, nevertheless, recuilled and by 
peremptory orders from the President himself, those', of 
Shields were directed to return to Manassas and those of 
Fremont to resume position as a corps of observation. 

It was a terrible mistake. It would have been easy to 
take Charlottesville and Lynchburg —very (‘asy; tlu'. (‘.aj)- 
ture of Jackson, though not at the time s(um at Washington 
to be practicable was, novertheloss, within (usy j)ossibility ; 
his defeat and the dispersion of his forca', e(u*tain. Our 
troops were called off when they were just upon him. Tlu^ 
course of the whole movement was changed, for no rc'ason 
that I could see. Charlottesville and Lyn(*hhurg were 
saved to the enemy, with their stores and tlu', Rail Roads on 
which they are situated, forming the great East and W(',st 
communication of the rebels. A wide door for Jac'.ksoti to 
Richmond was opened— the very door through whidi, a 
little later, he passed; fell in (ioop(u’ation with tlu^ r('.h(d 
army at Richmond, on McClellan's right, left unsupporhKl 
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a« if to invite diyaster; defeated it; and them with the same 
army, pui*saed the Union main bod}^ to the James. Sad! 
sad! yet nobody seems to heed. Gen]. Shields and I talked 
this all over, deploring the strange fatality which seemed 
to preside over the whole transaction. He dined with us; 
and after dinner, rode out with brother Edward and Nettie. 

1. I. e., weakened as Patterson was by recall of troops to 
defend Washington the latter part of June 1861. 

In the evening, several callers came in. Beebe, from 
Ravenna, a faithful friend — John R. French — Smith Ho- 
mans — Chas. Selden — and some others. Selden says that at 
Cincinnati, old Mr. Molitor and Rov’d. Edw. Purcell spoke 
very kindly of me. 

Sunday, An {/. 3 . 

Genl. Shields came to breakfast and to visit the Ohio men 
of his command in the Clitfburne Hospital. He told me he 
desired greatly to have a command of 5000 men and l)e 
allowed to dash as he could, breaking the lines and commu- 
nications of the enemy. daughters went with him to the 
Hospital. 

Soon after they left, I received a. summons to a Ca])inet 
meeting. The President spoke of the Treaty said to hav(‘. 
been formed between the- Chcrokecs and Confederates, and 
suggested the expediency" of organizing a force of whites 
and blacks, in separate Regiments, to invade and take pos- 
session of their country. Statistics of thc^. Indians wore sent 
for, from which it appeared that the whole lighting force of 
the Cherokees could hardly exceed :2500 men. Mr. Usher, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior was not in favor of the 
expedition. He thought it better to deal iiidulgently with 
deluded Indians, and make their delude rs feel the weight of 
the Federal authority. Most, on the whole, seemed to con- 
cur with him. 

Mr. Usher mentioned a report that the Louisville Demo- 
crat had (‘umc out opcmly for disunion, saying that it was 
now manifest that the Government was in the hands of the 
Abolitionists. The President said, this was oipiivalent to a 
declaration of hostility bytluMMitire Douglas Party of Ken- 
tucky, and manifested much uncasim'-ss. 

There was a good deal of conversation on the connection 
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of the Slavery question with the rebellion. I expressed my 
conviction for the tenth or twentieth time, that the time for 
the suppression of the rebellion without interfcren (‘0 with 
slavery had passed; that it was possible, probably, at th(‘ 
outset, by striking" the insurrectionists wherever found, 
strongly and decisively; but we had ele(‘,ted to act on the 
principles of a civil war, in which the whole population of 
evei*y seceding state was engaged against tlu^ Federal (lov- 
ernment, instead of treating the active secessionists as in- 
surgents and exerting our utmost energies for their arrest 
and punishment; — that the bitternesses of the confli(d had now 
substantially united the white population of the rebel states 
against us; — that the loyal whites I'emaining, if they would 
not prefer the Union without Slavery, certainly would not 
prefer Slavery to the Union; that the blacks were really 
the only loyal population worth counting; and that, in the 
Gulf States at least, their right to Freedom ought to be at 
once recognized, while, in the Border States, the Presid(mt\s 
plan of Emancipation might be made the basis of the ruu^vs- 
sary measures for their ultimate enf ranchisenumt;— that the 
practical mode of effecting this seemed to me (juite simple; — 
that the President had already spoken of the importan(‘.e of 
making of the freed blacks on the Mississippi, 1)elow Tennes- 
see, a safeguard to the navigation of the riven*; - Unit Mitchell, 
with a few thousand soldiers, could take Vic-ksburgh;— assurer 
the blacks freedom on condition of loyalt}^; organize the 
best of them in companies, rogunents etin and providiq as 
far as practicable for the cultivation of tln^ plantations by the 
rest; — that Butler should signify to the slaveholders of 
Louisiana that they must recognize the frcHMlom of their 
workpeople by paying them wages;-- -and that Hunter should 
do the same thing in South-Carolina. 

Mr. Seward expressed himself as in favor of any meas- 
ures likely to accomplish the results I contcmplatixl, whi(‘h 
could be carried into effect without Proclamatioirs; and the 
President said he was pretty well cured of objiM^fions to any 
measure except want of adaptcdiuiss to put down tlu^ r<d)cl- 
lion; but did not seem satisfied that the time had come for 
the adoption of such a plan as I proposcvl. 

"^iiere was also a good deal of conversation conccu'ning the 
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merits of Generals. I objected prett}- decidedly to the pol- 
ic}" of selecting nearlj" all the highest officers from among 
men hostile to the Administration, and continuing them in 
office after they had proved themselves incompetent, or at 
least not specialh^ competent, and referred to the needless 
defeat of McClellan and the slowness of Buell. Seward 
asked what I would do. I replied, Remove the men who 
failed to accomplish results, and put abler and more active 
men in their places. He wished to know whom I would 
prefer to Buell. I answered that if I were President, or 
Secretary of War authorized to act by the President, I 
would confer with the General in Chief; require him to 
name to me the best officers he know of; talk the matter 
over with him; get all the light I could; and then designate 
my man. 

As much as any thing, the clearing of the Mississippi by 
the capture of Vicksburgh was discussed. I reminded the 
President that after the evacuation of Corinth it would have 
been an easy matter to send down a few thousand men and 
complete our possession of the river; and of his own plan 
of putting Genl. Mitchell at the head of his own division 
and Curtis’ army, and sending him to take Vicksburgh, 
almost adopted more than two weeks ago. Mr. Usher sug^ 
gested that since Genl. Halleck had decided against this 
plan, on the ground that Mitchelbs division could not be 
spared from Buell’s command, and Curtis’ army was needed 
to prevent a foray from Arkansas into Missouri, it might 
be well to raise a special force by volunteering for this one 
object of taking Vicksburgh, opening the Mississippi and 
keeping it open. I heartily seconded this idea and it was a 
good deal talked over. 

At length, the President determined to send for Genl. 
Halleck and have the matter discussed with him. The 
General came, and the matter was fully stated to him both 
by Gov. Seward and myself. He did not absolutely reject 
the idea, but thought the object could bo better accomplished 
by hastening the new levies; putting the new troops in the 
position now occupied by the old regiments; and setting the 
last to the work of opening the Mississippi. lie expressed 
the strongest convictions as to the importance of the work, 
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and bin deaire to see it accomplished at the earliest })ossi})le 
period. At this moment, however, the necessary troops 
could not be spared for the purpose. Taking into (‘onsid- 
eration the delay incident to raising a speiual for(‘-e, e(pial, 
perhaps, to that demanded by Genl. nalleck\s ])lan, and the 
other disadvantages it was thought best to drop tlu'. idea. 

In connection with this subject, Genl. Halleck sp()k('- of 
the distribution of troops in the West. He said that I Iarde<‘, 
had broken up his (‘.amp south of Corinth, and transf(U*red 
his army to Chattanooga, where he now had proba()ly 40 or 
50,000 men; that Price had attempted to ct*oss th('. rivei* 
into Arkansas, but had as yet failed to accomplish his pur- 
pose; that a considerable force was, however, advancing 
northward into Missouri; and that he had sent a division 
and })rigade, say 7,000 men, to Curtis (making his whole 
force about 17,000) and instructed him to prevent the inva- 
sion of Missouri; that he had also detached from Grant 
about 15,000 men, say three divisions, to take position at 
Decatur to support Buell if necessary; that Grant had still 
under his command about 48,000, of whom 7,000 under 

Jackson had been ordered to the-" to wat(‘Ii Ih’icx^.; 

that Buell had 60,000, with which force he was approadiirig 
Chattanooga. These numbers give the whole'. for(‘.e in tlu'. 
West, exclusive of troops occupying St. Louis and various 
Posts and Camps north of the Ohio; — Buell, 60,000-“-Grant 
including detachments, exetept Curtis’, 58,000 — Curtis, 
17,000 — in all, 185,000 men, oxcelkmt troops. II('. staUul 
McClellan’s army at present and fit for duty at 88,000; 
absent on leave 88,000; absent without kmvo, 8,000; present 
but sick, 10,000 — in all, say, 140,000. Another stat(‘.mcnt 
makes the number fit for duty 91,000, and tht^ total 148,000. 

The President read a communication from (bml. 11. pro- 
posing that 200,000 militia should b(^ draftevl for 9 mouths, 
and that the 300,000 men to till old and form tu'w re'.ginHuits 
should be obtained without d(day; and to pr('.v(mt tin', iml 
of hasty and improper appointments and promotions, that a 
Board of Officers should organiziMl, to whi(‘h all proposcxl 
action of that sort should Ix'. rcfenwl. T\h^ (bmtn'al (X)n- 
demned, respectfully l)ut as decidcxlly, tlui inconsid(n‘ation 
which has hitherto marked the action of tlu’) (irovornment in 
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this respect, and stated one case where a Colonel had been 
tried and convicted of gross misconduct and was on the 
point of being dismissed, when he came on to Washington 
and returned with a Brigadier\s Commission. 

The General commanded m3" sincere rcvspect b}" the great 
intelligence and manliness he displa3"ed, and excited great 
hopes ]>3" his obvious purpose to allow no lagging and b}^ 
his evident masterv of the business he had taken in hand. 
I cannot agree with him as to the expedienc}" of retaining 
Buell and McClellan in their important commands; and I 
was Sony to hear him sa3", in replj^ to a question of the 
President, as to what use could be made of the l)lack popu- 
lation of the borders of the Mississippi, confess, 1 do 
not think much of the negro.'’ 

Neither Mr. Stanton nor Mr. Blair were present at the 
meeting to-da\\ 

When the Cabinet Council broke up, I proposed to Mr. 
Usher, who made a most favorable impression on me, to 
ride home in carriage but he was called back b}" the 
President, and I finding my carriage had not (*.ome, rode 
home with Mr. Bates. 


Wednesday, 6', 

Nothing much thought of to-day except the great War 
Meeting — which was immense. None of the Cabinet there 
except myself and Mr. Bates. The President, after Mr. 
Chittenden had finished, said to me (the people clamoring 
for him) “Well! hadn't I better say a few words and get 
rid of ny self ” Hardly waiting for an answer, he advanced 
at once to the stand. lie was received with most uproar- 
ious enthusiasm, llis frank, genial, generous face and 
direct simplicity of bearing, took all hearts. His speech is 
in all the prints, and evinces his usual originalit}" and 
sagacity. 

Prof. Peed and his son, Capt. Reed, and assistant, Secre- 
tary Usher din(‘,d with me. Mr. Bates ancl Dr. Schmidt 
came from meeting with me and stopped at my house. 
After Mr. Bates went, I played chess with the Doctor, who 
was far my overmatch— he beating me with ease two or 
three times, while I only, l)y accident beat him once. 
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Tiiuusday, Aikj. 7. 

Very little aceomplLshed as yet, though mucli, I h()))e, iti 
the train of accomplislnnent. Engagx'.d lu'urly all day on 
selections for rcconnnendations of Clolka-tors and As.s('.ss(>r,s. 
Prepared letter to President, cojitaining names (de. of 
candidates, with my recommendations, for (lomu'cticut; 
made up in very small part on my own ])(',rsonal knowhulg-e, 
but mainly on the representations and advice sonx', tilings 
agreeing and sometimes not — of the Henators, Rbpresemta- 
tives. State officers and Secretary W ells. 

In the evening, went to War Department, where 1 saw 
Curtis’ dispahih from Helena, urging th(^ clearing out of 
the Mississippi before attempting inland oi)erations; and 
McClellan’s announcing advaiua'. of the eiuujiy on Mahaum 
Hill, and his purpose to order the retirement of Hooker’s 
Division; and those of various Covernors, and announcing 
progress of volunteering and preparations for drafting on 
the whole very encouniging and denoting (in', gi'(>at,('st, 
possible earnestness and deterirunation among the pc'.oplci. 

Home. Taylor, Davis, and Hoppei- (all black.s) called. - 
Wrote my friend K. and sent some 2 )cncil .scribblings.' -Mr. 
Gest called, but not abh^ to s(H'. him. 

Eiudav, Jny/M/.V, /,s'6';A 

Sent letter and scrap to my friend E., and sundry other 
letters to sundry i)eo])le -2)articularly Gen. Pojic’s recom- 
mendation of young Perkins, with my hearti(',st endorsc'- 
ment, to Gov. Tod. Also sent Gem. Pop(^, by Maj. dohn- 
son, some photographs of himsc'If and Col. W(dcli, (aken by 
the Treasury artist In'fore he went to (in'. li(!ld. 

Attended Cabinet Meeting. A utograi)h le.tter from (iiu'.cni 
Victoria announcing marriage of Princess Ali<‘(',. Seward 
gave account of Order pnipared by (hm. Hallc.ek, Se.cndary 
Stanton and himself, forbidding chang(is of domicil and 
granting of passports, until after tln^ di-aft. Nothing i)ro- 
posed and nothing done of any monnuit. 

Directed Connecticut Abstract and my le(,t(\r of r('.(;om- 
mendation to be sent to President. 
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Friday, August 15, 186^, 

p. and r. un peu de Mari us. Saw in ""Republican’' ac- 
count of interview invited by President with colored peo- 
ple, and his talk to them on Colonization. How much better 
would be a manly protest against prejudice, against color! 
and a wise effort to give Freemen homes in America! A 
military Order, emancipating at least the slaves of South- 
Carolina, Georgia, and the Gulf States, would do more to 
terminate the war and ensure an early restoration of solid 
peace and prosperity than anything else that can be devised. 

Commissioner Boutwell breakfasted with me. After 
breakfast took up the appointments in Indiana and Ohio, 
and arranged both substantially to my satisfaction, and I 
hope, of all concerned. President sent forme about the Con- 
necticut appointments. Found there Collector Babcock, 
State Senator Pratt (or Platt) and Secy. Welles. Arranged 
the business. The State Senator got a Mr. Wright, of Mid- 
dlesex, with Mr. Welles’ consent, vice Cowles. Mr. Dix, 
l)y general consent, was substituted for Hammond. — Hollis- 
ter was agreed to in place of Matherson whom Burnham 
recommended — Howard was retained at Hartford. The 
President said he felt much relieved. Returned to Depart- 
ment and instantly engaged on other Tax appointments. 

No Cabinet to-day. Went to War Department. Stanton 
said Halleck had sent Burnside to James River, to act as 
second in command — or as adviser of McClellan, in reality 
to control him. Ho thought the experiment would fail, and 
wished I would go and see Halleck. Went. Asked about 
the mission of Burnside. Halleck said he could not disclose 
it as it was uncertain what it would really turn out to be. 
Asked him what was the hostile force at Richmond? Ho 
thought 75,000 to 80,000 men. —Before Pope? About 
60,000. — Whole army in Virginia? A})out 150,000. I 
thought it not possible, unless Western force was much re- 
duced. He tliought a levy on masse had been made, and 
that it was possible for the army to bring 600,000 to 700,000 
into the held. 1 thought the whole number could not at 
this time (‘.xcecd 800,000 to 350,000; of which at least 

a l‘r<)])ably “ r.” is to bo Intorprotod as “read” and ”uu peu do Marius” as Uic part 
ox Victor Hugo’s Lea Mia6rabloa which bears this name. What “p.” means is not so 
clear. 
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180,000 to 230,000 wcro in the West, Houth-Wc'si unci 
South-East. I enc|uirod about East Tcnnc;ssc(' and l.lu' Mis- 
sissippi River, but got no satisfactory information on cii lun- 
point. He said, however, that L5,000 nuni liad Ihmui sent 
from Decatur to reinforce Bucdl, and 1,'),()00 from Orant to 
Decatur; and that Curtis was needcHl to prenumt, further 
inroads into Missouri. The whole inteiu'ii'.w was veuy satis- 
factory, though the General was very civil. Lc'ft with him 
Memoranda in behalf of Col. Carrington. 

The papers show that the ro.bels mean to exc.cute Ilnur 
threat of treating Pope’s officers and soldi(u*s as felons, and 
not as prisoners of war. This cannot Ix'. pc'.rmittcnl without 
shameful disgrace. When will the Administration awake 
to its duty. 

Rode out with Parsons. Judge Harris (allied at night 
when Boutwell and I were engaged on Tax appointments. 
I invited him to breakfast in the morning. 

Satuuday, Av//'UKt /6‘, 

Nothing in public affairs of special note to-day. N(uv 
regiments begin to arrive, but reason to hope*. mo]-<‘, from 
new levies than old? None, thatl .s((e, ex(Tpt GcmI. Hal- 
leck; — if he fails, all fails. Pope tel(g-i'ai)hs that his whole 
force is as near the Rapidan as the nature of the (auinl.rv 
will pei'mit, and that he is pushing sti’ong* rcs'onnoissamxis 
beyond. Grant telegraphs that l.'ijOOC num hav(‘. gon(( (o 
Decatur to replace 15,000 sent to reinforce Buell thal; h(( 
is now weak and may bo attack(',d, though tlun-e is no indi- 
cation yet of more than feints towards Missouri. Nothing 
from Burnside or McClellan. 

Sent Katie $150 and Varmim, rent, $375. 

Mr. Harrington brought in the Postage Cun-ency. I 
dii-ected thatit should bo received as Furnished by tluM*. (). 
Department— i. o. perforated instead of clipped, p(‘rforation 
being considered partial safeguard against counivrfcdting. 

Judge Roselius, Dr. Cottman and Mr. C. Bullitt, of Nevv' 
Orleans, dined with me. Also Me.ssrs Gsher, Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior; Major Smith, First Auditoig 
Meline, Clerk in Treasury Department; Col. R. C. Parsons,' 
Roverdy Johnson and Col. Seaton. Snmnci' cairns in aft(>r 
dinner. Retired when ho wont away. 
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Sunday, Atu/u^'^f 17^ 1862, 

At home all day, except when at church. 

Monday, Aug. 18^ 1862. 

Bus}", except when interrupted by callers, with list of 
Collectors and Asessors. Saw Chandler and Gov. Blair at 
President's, and closed Michigan appointments. President 
insisted on Stanley, to save Trowbridge’s feelings, instead 
of Mills, whom I recommended as best man; and Chandler 
and Blair concurred — none of us, however, knowing Stanley. 

Thurlow Weed dined with me. Parsons was at home, but 
had dined, and went away. After dinner, left Weed at 
Willard’s, where I went to call on Colonels Corcoran and 
Wilcox, returned yesterday from their long captivity in 
Richmond. They had gone to dine at the President’s; and 
I went to Mr. Cutts’ and spent an hour with Mr. C. and 
Mrs. D. 

Tuesday, Aug. 19.^ 1862. 

Col. Corcoran and Mr. Mellen breakfasted with me. 
Col. C. gave interesting particulars of rebellion, and thinks 
their force larger than I have supposed. He says, how- 
ever, that their rolling-stock and roads arc in such 1)ad 
order that no more than 300 can be moved at a time. 

R. G. Corwin, J. G. Gest and Rep. Steele called — all 
about Collectorships. Went to Department, and sent Ohio 
appointments to the President. 

Went to C/al)inet. President uneasy about Pope. He 
sent to AVar Department for telegrams. I'here was oiu". 
from Pope, at Culpeper, retiring across Rappahannock, 
while the force of the enemy was beyond the Rapidan at 
Gordoiisville; one from Burnside, at Falmouth, saying 
that the hrst division of the Army of the Potomac, will r('.a(‘h 
Acpiia this evening. Nothing more of immediate impor- 
tance. — Troops coming in to-day — 11,000 already arrived. 
Money wanted for Bounties. 

Returning to D('.partm(mt, telegraphed Gisc.o to negotiate 
three or four millions at rate not more than one per cent 
below mark('.t. Stock t<d(‘gram states sales to-day at 53“8 
to r)W2. 

Closed Indiana appointments. Signed letter transmitting 
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Pennsylvania roconimondatioiiK to Prosidcnit. Spent mueh 
time •with Weed over New-York appointments. Ely called, 
and I advised him to come to-morrow, d’homas Brown 
called, and gave interesting personal history. 

Dined, at 7, with Messrs. Rosclius, Ciottnian and Bullitt — 
only guests, Col. Seaton, lleverdy Johnson and myself. 
Went to War Department. Met Stanton in the hall, and 
took him in my carriage to his hou.se. He was much dis- 
satistied with the President’s lack of decision, ('..sp('c.ially as 
to McClellan. Thinks Burnside too partial to McClellan to 
be safe. 

Home. Read a little. 

Eutday, Aug. ,^,9, JSW. 

The Secretary of War called on me in rcfcu-eiua^ to (Jenl. 
McClellan. He ha.s long believed and so have I, that (Icinl. 
McClellan ought not to he trusted with the command of any 
army of the Union; and the events of thela.st few days have 
greatly strengthened our judgment. We called on Judge 
Bates, who was not at home. Called on (renl. Ilalhwk, and 
remonstrated against Gen. McClellan commajHling. S(‘c,\'. 
wrote & presented to Gcnl. H. a call for a l■(>,port touching 
McC’s disobedience, of orders & c,onso<)uent delay of sup- 
port to Army of Va. Gcnl. U. promised answ(n’ to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, A uguai 30., /,%‘S. 

Judge Bates called, and we converseil in rogiird to (hud. 
McClellan— he concurring in our judgment. A fterwards, I 
went to the War Department where Watson showed me a 
paper expressing it. I .suggested modificalions. After- 
wards saw Stanton. lie approved the modilieations, and 
we both signed the paper. I then took it to S('cy. Welhw, 
who concurred in judgment hut thouglit tin- ])ap(u- not 
exactly right, and did not .sign it. Returned th{>, paper to 
Stanton. ' 

Promised repoi’t fj’om (rciil. I hillock was not nuuh'. 

Sunday, Ang. .7/, /mii. 

Much busied at Department to-day, although it is Sunday; 
and spent much time with the Prcsidiuit, endeavoring to 
close appointments under Tax Law. 
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David Dudley Field called and said we had sustained a 
serious defeat 3"esterday5 and that the Secretaiy of War 
wished to see me. W ent to the Department and found that 
Genl. Pope had, in fact, been defeated partially, and had 
fallen back to Centreville. Fitz John Porter was not in the 
battle, nor was Franklin or Sumner, with whose corps the 
result would have probably been ver}^ different. Little 
lighting to-dajL Clerks went out to battle-field as nurses, 
Mr. Harrington went with them. 

Monday, Ist^ 1862. 

This has been an anxious day. An Order appears declar- 
ing command of his corps in Burnside; of that portion of 
the Army of the Potomac not sent forward to Pope, in 
McClellan; of the Army of Virginia and all forces tempora- 
rilj" attached, in Pope; of the whole, in Halleck. Reports 
from Pope's Arni}^ state that its losses are heavy, but in 
good spirits — confirm that neither Franklin nor Sumner 
arrived, — and that McClellan failed to send foward ammu- 
nition. 

On suggestion of Judge Bates, the remonstrance against 
McClellan, which had been previously signed by Smith, was 
modified; and having been further slightly altered on m}^- 
suggestion, was signed ))y Stanton, Bates and myself, and 
afterwards by Smith. Welles declined to sign it, on the 
ground that it might seem unfriendly to the President — 
though this was the exact reverse of its intent. He said he 
•agreed in opinion and was willing to express it, personally. 
This determined us to await the Cabinet meeting to-morrow. 

Meantime, McClellan came up on invitation of Halleck, 
and held personal conferemte with him and the President. 
Soon after, a rumor pervaded the town that M(‘.Clellan was 
to rc'sume his full command. Col. Key called at my house 
and told me that he supposed such was the fact. 

Tuesday, 2, 1862. 

Cabinet met, but neither the President nor Secretary of 
War were pi’esent. Some (‘.onversation took place concern- 
ing Generals. Mr. F. W. Seward (the Secretary of State 
being out of town) said nothing. All others agreed that we 
needed a change in Commander of th('‘ Army. Mr. Blair 
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referred to the report [support?] ho had (‘onstantly ^lyon 
McClellan, but confessed that he now thouj^-ht 1 k' could riot 
wisel}^ be trusted with the chief connnand. Mr, Hat(\s was 
very decided against his competency, and Mr. Smith (Mpially 
so. Mr. Welles was of the same judgment, though less 
positive in expression. 

After some time, while the talk was going on, the Presi- 
dent came in, saying that not seeing much for a Cabinet 
meeting to-day, ho had been talking at the Department and 
Head Quarters about the War. Tin'. ScHUHdary of War 
came in. In answer to some in(|’uir3'', the faet was stated, 
by the President or the KSccretary that M(‘.C/lellan had IxHm 
placed in command of the forces to d(d‘(m(l tlu^ Capital or 
rather, to use the President’s own words, In^ ‘'Miad s(d‘i Jiim 
to putting these troops into the fortitk^ations a})out Wash- 
ington,” believing that ho could do that thing better than 
any other man. I remarked that this could bo done (uiually 
well by the Engineer who constructed the Ports; and that 
putting Genl. McClellan in command for this purpos(', was 
equivalent to making him second in command of (Jk^, rutin) 
Army. The Secretary of War said that no one was now 
responsible for the defense of the Capital; — that tin'. Onk'.r 
to McClellan was given by the President dirc'ct to Me.Ck'b 
Ian, and that Genl. Halleck considered liimsc'If r('Ii(nx'cl 
from responsibility although ho ac(|uiusce(i, and approvcvl 
the Order; — that McClellan could now shield himself, should 
anything go wrong, under Halleck, whik'i IIall('<*l< <a)uld and 
would disclaim all rcsponsi))iUty for the Oixk'r giv('u. Tin'. 
President thought Genl. Halleck as nundi responsihl('. as 
before; and repeated that tlu'. whole s(*()p('- of tin', Onku* was, 
simply, to direct McClellan to put the troops in tlu', fortili- 
cations and command them for th('. defense of Washingtom 
J remarked that this se('med to nn' ('(|uival('nt to making 
him Commander in Chief for the tinu'. Ixung, and thaii I 
thought it would piove very diHicuIt to mak('. iu\y suhslitm 
tion hereafter, for active operations, -tlmt I had no [(‘('ling 
whatever against Genl, MctJk'Ilan; that In' eaiin'. to tln^ (‘on^ 
mand with my most cordial approbation and support.; t]\at 
until I became satisiicd that his d(days would gi‘<'4itly injun' 
our cause, he possessed my full eonlidt'.rnug that after I had 
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felt myself compelled to withdraw that contidence, I had 
(since the President, notwithstanding my opinion that he 
should, refrained from putting another in command) given 
him all possible support in every way, raising means and urg- 
ing reinforcements; — that his experience as a military com- 
mander had been little else than a series of failures; — and that 
his omission to urge troops forward to the battles of Friday 
and yaturday, evinced a spirit which rendered him unworthy 
of trust, and that I could not but feel that giving the com- 
mand to him was equivalent to giving Washington to the 
rebels. This and more I said. Other members of the Cabi- 
net expressed a general concurrence but in no very energetic 
terms. (Mr. Blair must be excepted but he did not dissent.) 

The President said it distressed him exceedingly to find 
himself differing on such a point from the Secretary of 
War and Secretary of the Treasury; that ho would gladly 
resign his plan; but ho could not see who could do the 
work wanted as well as McClellan. I named Hooker, oi* 
Sumner, or Burnside — either of whom, 1 thought, would 
be better. 

At length the conversation ended and the mooting broke 
up, leaving the matter as we found it. 

A few Tax Appointments were lying on the tabic. I 
asked the President to sign them which ho did, saying he 
would sign them just as they were and ask no cjucstions. I 
told him that they had all been prepared in accordance^, with 
his directions, and that it was ne(‘,cssai\y to complete tlu', 
appointments. They were signed, and I n'tunu^d to i.lu‘ 
Department. 

Wednesday, Xy;. ;A 

The getting the Army into tlie works and making gcmeral 
arrangements, went on to-day. (}enl. M(‘(Mellan assumed 
the command and returned to his old Head QuarUu's, as if 
the disastrous expedition of near eight monllis had bt^m 
only the absence of a few days, immarked by special iiud- 
dent; and, with the same old Skiff, (^xc(q)t tlu^ Finnudi 
Princes, Mr. Astor and Mr. (lantt, he w(nit out as of old, 
to visit the fortifications and the troo})s. Pope canu^ over 
and talked with the President, who assured him of his 

H. Doc. 4()L pt iiJ r> 
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eutivc saLlsfacitiou witli hi,s (‘oiulnct;. ussun'd him ihai 
McClellun’s ccmumuid waw only temporary; and liiin 

some roawoii to expect, that anotlu'r army of active opera- 
tloua would 1)0 orf,uuiiz;ed at once, which he (Pope) would 
lead. 

In my Dopartiuoiit. nothinj>' c,s])ecial occui’rc'd; luil. the (‘x- 
pen.se.s are becoming enormous. 

Tuuhsday, Ac/)/. .J, As'/),.'. 

McDowell ciimc over to-day and gnv(> uu' acircunistaiu'ial 
account of the recent battl('.s attributing our ill success to 
the conduct of McClellan in not, urging forward rein(’orc<v 
ments, and especially to the, conduct of Dorter and his divis- 
ion on -the day of the last battle. Ih' stayial all night. 

Fiuuav, A')/)/, f), AV6';A 

The Dresident, at Cabinet meeting, read Dope’s Ih'port, 
which strongly inculpates McCdellan, Dorter, Kranklin and 
Griffin; and asked opinion as to its publication. All again.st 
it on the scori' ol policy under ('..xisting circuinstancf's. 
President stated that Dorter, Franklin and Gritlin would h(‘ 
relieved from command and brought hefon' a Couid. of In 
quiry; and also, 1 think, that the Order had heum jnad('. 

The President liad previously, at the Department, told mi> 
that the clamor against McDowell was so gr(>at. I, hat. he could 
not lead his troops unless something was done to restore 
confidence; and proposed to iin^ to suggest to him tin* ask- 
ing for a Court of Iinjuiry. I told him I had ahvady done 
so, and would do so again. Ho, availing myself of n M<>s- 
■senger from Genl. Pope who ciiine during tin* mc('ting, I 
sent a note to McDow(‘ll, asking him to conn* over. He 
accordingly came in the evening, and 1 snggt'sicd tin* mat 
ter to him. Ho thought it hard to make the dcmati<t wlu>u 
there were no chai’gos. I told him I thought In* could 
assume the charge made hy the Michigan o(H(‘ei* who, wln'ii 
ycr3.wled a letter .sa 3 'ing lie dic'd a victim to Dope’s 
imbecility and McDowell’s treacheiu'. He I'c.dect.c'd, and 
then said he would make the demand. He .staid again all 
night. 
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Saturday, Se2>t- 6. 

Gonl. and Mrs. Worthington breakfasted with me; — also 
Genl. McDowell and Mr. Haven 

After Breakfast, Genl. McDowell read me the draft of 
his letter, which I thought excellent, but suggested one or 
two moditications which he adopted. 1 then went to the 
Department. 

Soon after, the President came in, and asked what McDow- 
ell had determined to do. I told him. ‘ AVhere is the let- 
ter?'' He took it, intending to have it copied I suppose. 

'SN ell, it ought to be done immediate!}" ; for the corps must 
mar<;h 3 and Genl. Halleck feels that he must 1)6 x*elieved, at 
all events, from command. Where can he be found?’' — 
cannot tell. An orderly, no doubt, can find him." The 
President went away, and, later in the day, I heard that 
(renl. McDowell had been relieved at his own request. He 
came in himself, afterwards, stating the fact and adding. 
“*1 did not ask to be relieved — 1 only asked for a court.’' 
r explained as W"ell as I could, and he left me. 

Afterwards, I started to AVar Department, but meet Sew^- 
ard, who said Stanton was not there. Went to President’s, 
where Stanton was. He spoke of McDowell's letter, and 
praised it in the strongest terms. 

Mr. Barnc}" canu^ this morning about the labor contract 
in New York, about wliich quite a diflerence of opinion and 
interest (‘-xists -one or two of our most influential journals 
txiing concH'irned in its continuance. The (luestion was, 
whetluM* the (Contract, by its own terms, was not limited to 
thn^.o years, and whether an (>!xtension of it beyond that 
time would be, in reality, a new Contract. Doubting on 
the point, I ix'ferriul it to the Attorney- General, who re- 
turned an answer expi-essing a deended opinion that the 
(lontrac^t was so limited and could not be extended without 
a new Contract. —Before receiving this opinion, I tele- 
graphed Mr. Field to come on, if lu^ dosir(‘d to say anything 
further! 

In the evening, Genl. Pope came in. lie expressed 
strong indignation against Fitz-fJohn Porter and McClellan, 
who had, as he Ix'huwed, previmtcd his siic(‘(‘.ss. He wanted 
his Beport published, as an act of justice to himself and his 
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ainn.y. I stated niy <)l)j(‘cti<>n to [)n\sent i)ul)li<‘ati(>n, on ( 
ground of injury to servi(*.e at i.his (‘ri(i(*al tinny hut said 
that a (rcnoral ()rd('r, (Jianking his army for what. (h(\v Imd 
done ought to h(^ ])ronuiIgated. Ih' sai<l this would Ix^, 
satisfactory, (])artfially so, at l('ast) huti thati Ilalhxdv would 
not publish one. 1 said, I woul<l sen' tin' Pre'side'ul, a,nd 
urge', it. 

(Mr Barney and otlu'rs aiso ealhni, B. having' den'liru'd 
invitation to breakfast, but said In' would conn' at nine', to 
nice'.t Field who tele'graphe'el In' would <‘onn' and eaJI a(. that' 
hour.— ) Maj. Atnlrenvs <*ame' in atul spe)ke' so of (\>1. (b’ook, 
that r agreM'el to ask that In', be' make' Brigadie'r ( ie'in'i'aL 
Major Andrew wre>te^ a st.ate‘me'tit. e)f wind (Vook elid in 
We'.stie'.t'n Virginia.. 


SUNOAV, Asy/;A 

Mr. Fie'ld e'alle'd after bre'akfasl, and propose'd to go te) 
War I)e'.])artm(‘nt, and we' we'iil. (oge'tln'r. Me't tiurowski, 
who elenn)uin*.enl what, he calk'd military usurpation, saying 
that Fi’anklin's e‘e)rps, marching otdi e'lu'e're'd Me'Ch'lInn, 
Fe)uiid fStanton, Pope', and Wadswe)rth mn'asy on at'<*ount. of 
ea'itie*al (n)nditie)n e)f atl'airs. Spoke' to Sbintem abend (h’emk, 
and he promise'd to give' him a (hmndssiom Saw Ibdh'e'k 
and he'. a[)|)rove‘d. 

Went te) Bre'siek'uFs, and spoke* of ge'ne'ral ()rde*r (‘om 
mending ik>pe'.\s Army. lie' thought it elm*, and said In^ 
wendd spe'ak te) Ilalh'e'k. (hming home* nu't Me^Dowe*!! ainl 
I. (b 11. Smith. Smith eanu' home* with me* and speike^of 
battle's, e'ule)gi/dng in strong (e*rms both P(ip<‘ nnd Me 
I)e>w('ll. (Refe'iTing tei my omission te> re'ply to his k't te'r 
of a yeair a,go, I (‘xplaiin*d it as wc‘11 as I eoukb) Fie'hl ainl 
Barney emuey and I se'nt* for llarringtom Iluel a lemg talk 
about Labeir (k)ntrH<*t, and elissat isfaelion <d‘ emr frie'inls 
with Mr. Harne'sy. So fur us I could se'e* tin* dissHtisfu<*( ion 
was ummsonabh'. I suiel I (‘oulel not hole! the* eont nn't* to 
beMontimiing, unh'ss (In'! Attornew (h'neral slnndd re*ve*rse» 
his opinion, of vvhleh the're* was (oei little* probability (o 
warrant postpomunent of lU'lion, and so virtual eoidinuanee', 
until his re*.viewv of his elea'isiom Said I would ghully 
obliges party friemds, but ind- at tln^ e'Xjamse* of any bretach 
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of public duty. . Field, and Barney left together, and soon 
after Harrington. 

Received to-da^^ telegram from Paymaster-General of 
New- York: '^Cannot forward troops for want of means to 
pay State bounty. Will voii exchange smaller U. S. Notes 
for 1000s. and 500s. , to enable State to do it ^ — Answered 
'Wes! Be as prompt in sending your troops;"' and sent 
necessary directions to Mr. Cisco. 

In the afternoon, McDowell called to sa}^ Good-bye. The 
Court of Inquiiy demanded by him had been postponed, 
and he had hfteen days leave of absence. He went away 
feeling veiy sad indeed. 

In the night, a large part of the army moved northward, 
following the force already sent forward to meet the rebels 
invading Maiyland. Generals Burnside, Hooker, Sumner 
and Reno in command (Burnside chief) as reported. 

Monday, Sept. 186^2. 

Jay Cooke came to })reakfast, after which we talked 
financial matters. He thought gold could be easily obtained 
on deposit at and that, l)y and ])y, on a more favorable 
turn of affairs, 5-20s could be negotiated. Clay came in 
and, Cooke left. Clay and I rode towards Department in 
wagon. Clay said he had made up his mind to take Depart- 
ment and that the President and Stanton were willing he 
should take that beyond the Mississippi. Would I go 
withhim to see Ilalleck?” ‘‘'Certainly.'’’ Halleck received 
us kindly but was unwell. Showed no favor to the new 
Department project. 

Returned to Department and attended to general business. 
Nothing of special financial moment. Barney cam(^- in, and 
said that Stanton and Wadsworth had advised him to leave 
for New York this evening, as communication with Balti- 
more might be cut off before to-Tuorrow. lie would be 
governed by my advice. Told him I did not think the 
event proba))le, but he had l)est govern himself l>y the 
advice received. 

After he had gone, Genl. Mansfield came in, and talked 
very earnestly al)out the necessity of ordering up, from 
Suffolk, 1st. Delaware and 3 and 4 New York, trained and 
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disciplined now 14: months, each 800 strong', say 2,400 men; 
and from Norfolk 19th Wisconsin and 48th. rciinsylyania, 
say 1,600 men; leaving at Suffolk, Forey's Hrig'ado of four 
diminished Regiments, say 1,800 men in all, late of ShiekPs 
division,— lith. Pennsylvania Cavalry (a full and good liegi- 
ment) say 900 men;— and Dodge’s Regiment of mounted 
Rides except one Company; and at Norfolk, 99th. N(‘.w- 
York, and one Company of Dodge’s, sufficuont for military 
police. He favon^d leavdng Keyes and Peck at Yorktown. 
Ho said the d( 3 fences of the (Ry were weak on tlu^ Eashn-ri 
side; and that there ougkt to ho at least 6r>,000 good num to 
hold it if McClellan is defeated -to improve \'i(‘tory if he 
is successful— He referred to old times. Was in Pc^xas tlu^ 
Winter before the Rebellion l)r()k(^ out. Saw Twiggs who 
hated him because he was on Court-Martial. Was then 
told hy officer in Council of War of K. (}. that Floyd 
and Cobf) in Ca))inel and rleff. Davis and Br(M*-kinridge, 
were members. In this Council of War, Orders wcu'e given 
to soiizo Navy Yards, Forts, etc. whib^ its nimnlxuvs vv(n*('! 
yet Cabinet olKcci's and Senators. 'T1 h‘. Ordcu* of tlu^ K. (J. 
C. ramiffixl throughout the South. First oifenHl s(‘rvic(‘s 
to Juare;^, who redused them l)ecaus(‘. l^oo dangerous. Th(\v 
then plotted the invasion of Cuf)a, whidi failed. Them 
declarexl themiselves Pi“ot(H*tors of Soutln'rii Rights and 
levied a contribution upoti all planters ami slavediohUu's 
some giving |5 and some' fit), and sonui more or less. In 
this way they got large sums and eommeruad o[)(U‘a(.ions. 
They designed to seize Washington and inauguraU^- Bi'(H‘kin- 
ridge; and in reference^ to this Mason wrote Faulkiun* advis- 
ing him not to resign this letter Ixdng now in SeAvard’s 
possession. This plot otily failed through tln^ hringiing of 
troops to Washington, and tln^ unwillingm^ss of l(‘a(l<M*s to 
make a bloody issue so early. He Spoke of Cenl. Scotd, 
Said he had not treated him well had phuanl M<d)ovv(dl in 
command over the river last y(‘ar, suptu'seding himself, ancl 
when he had asked for explanation ho simi>ly I’eplied that 
bis orders had bexm given. f<dt liimH<df wrong(*d, l)ut 

did his duty to th(‘. b(‘st of liis ability. lie was afterwards 
treated badly by (kml. Wool who did not like him, though 

KiiiKhlH of tlio f}oUl(*n ( 
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he treated him civilly. Had lately ])e(ai in command at 
Suli'olk(an insigniticant post) until summoned Ikmp to Court 
of Inquiry. lYanted active employ nnmt but was una])le to 
get an}''. Had sent for his horst\s, and proposed to visit all 
the fortihcations around the city on his own account. — I 
was a good deal attected by the manifest patriotism and 
desire to do something for his country manifested by the 
old General; and could not help wishing that he was younger 
and thinking that, perhaps, after all, it would have ])een 
better to trust him. 

After the General left, went to War Department, w'here 
found the President, Stanton and Wadsworth. The Presi- 
dent said he had felt badly all day. Wadsworth said there 
was no danger of an attack on Washington, and that the 
men ought to be severely punished w^ho intimated the pos- 
sibility of its surrender. The President spoke of the great 
number of stragglers he had seen coming into towm this 
morning; and of the immense losses by desertion. 

Returned home. Maj. Andreevs and others called. 


Tuesday, ,9, JSW. 

Maj. Andrews came to breakfast. Told him 1 had seen 
Secretary of War, who had assured me that (A)l. CroolCs 
commission as Brigadier had l)een sent him. 

Went to Department. Directed Commission for 10th 
New York district to bo sent to Hyatt. Directed Mr. 
Rogers to proceed to New York and exi)editc alteration in 
Exchange and Custom House, and make proper contracts 
for th('. same. 

Went to President’s to attend Ca))inet Meeting, but there 
was only a talk. I proposed the cinnition of a Department 
beyond the Mississippi and that Clay be placed in (*ommand, 
with whom Frank P. Blair should be assoc* iated; and that 
an Expedition should ]>c organised to Pctcrsl)urgh and after- 
wards to Charleston. 

Genl. Van Ransellaor calk'd to ask my intc'rest for 
him as Paymaster-Gencn-al; and Mr. Carroll, to ask the 
same for Genl. Griffin. --Went to War Dc'partment, whc'rc' 
Watson told mo that Genl. Mc'Olollan had tc'k'graphc'd 
expressing doubt if there was any large rc'bcd forc'c'. in 
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Marjlancl, and apprehoiiaion that their aioviMUont uiiffht 1)(> 
a feint. — Watson dined with me. liead liim Denison’.s let- 
ter from New-Orleans about evacuation of Baton Rouge 
JRitler’s l)la(‘k Regiment — ('to., e.t('. 

ffu.st after dinner, Capt. - -came, in witii Mr. (} , 

who had been arrested near iSoldicrs’ Home as a suspicious 
character— taken before (}enl. Wadsworth, to whom he. said 
ho was known to mo — sent by (ircnl. W. to me i(l('ntili(‘d 
and discharged. He is an Englisliman of a ManchesUn- 
House, who brought a hdter from Mr. Sayard to acting 
Minister Stuart, 1)y whom he had l)een commended to me. 
Riding around 1 . 0 gratify c.uriosity lu*. had fallim into trouble. 

W KDNKSDAY, til 

Mr. HkimjcM* at breakfast.- Soon after Mr. Ilainilton 
(James A.) came, and we conversed about tlu^ <‘,(>ndi(ion of 
thing's. Ilesaid tlu^ (Committee from New* York hadarrived, 
representing' the views of the live. N('w-Kn^land ( ifovcn'nors 
who mot lately; and that tlu'y would insist on tlu^ n‘si^-na- 
tion of Messrs. S. and B. I told him I thou{j;*ht th<‘- mission 
vaitr 'that it mi^'ht he useful if all! the Heaids of Di'pairl- 
ments wimh^ to r(\si^*n, and thait I vvjim not only nwly but 
anxious to do so, eitbor with my aissoi'iatos or alone. He 
c.i‘iti<‘-iz(‘d sev(u*ely souu‘. passa^^es in Mr. Seward's Hiplo- 
matic ( Arr(‘spondenc(‘. <‘spc(*ially thos(‘ in the kdter of 
April 10, to Mr. Adauns, which concanh^, the. ])roposition 
lluit th(‘. Fed(‘rail (Jovernmeut could not reduce th(‘- se(*ediu^^ 
States to obediemaH by coiupicst, aiud allirm tluit ‘‘'only an 
imiaeriail or desi)otic (Jovenimcnt could subju^*aitc. thorou^'hly 
disailbad-ed aind insurna'tionary mcmixws of the. Sbite." H(‘ 
said in tlicm wais the key to the whole temp(>ri>5in^>' P<>lh*y, 
civil and military, which liad heen i)ursucd. 1 <a)uld mallow 
no reply to this, <'X(^<‘pt to saiy thait I laid m^'er kaiown Mr. 
Se wail’d to objeid to any action, howeven* vi^^orous, of a mili- 
tary naiture, thoupfh his influence had been (aist in favor of 
hairmoni;^in^ the various elements of support to th<^ Admin- 
istvaition, hy retaining (Kcnl. McCllellan in command, Jind by 
avoiding iudion which wouhl be likely to aUimuite tlu^ Bordtu* 
States. I aidded thait in his wishes of harmony I commriaai; 
and that I cnalited him with good motiv<\s in the (‘hoica^ of 
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means to ends, though I could not always concur with him 
ill judgment as to their adaptation. 

After this conversation, I went to the Department and 
transacted the routine business. 1 also examined the Tax 
Law for insurgent States; Sent for Commissioner Boutwell; 
read and approved Regulations drafted by Judge Smith; 
and determined to overcome the difficulties in the wa}" of 
putting the law into operation, arising from the omission of 
any appropriation for the i:)urpose hy Congress, b}" apply- 
ing, so far as the District of South Carolina is concerned, 
the necessary amount from a small fund legall}^ at my 
disposal. 

Received letter from Birney, desiring that his brother 
should command Kearney's corps and sent it to the War 
Department with strong recommendations. 

Genl. Kane called to thank me for my support to his ap- 
pointmentas Brigadier; to which T answered, most sincerely, 
that ‘^he was indebted for the appointment, not to my sup- 
port, but to his own merits." Indeed, Avliile I will most 
gladly aid merit to place, and seek it out in order to give 
it place, 1 am resolved never from sympathy or weak com- 
pliance, to help unlit persons to position. The condition of 
the country is too critical for it now, were it ever excusalilc. 

At home, Mr. Hamilton told me of the interview between 
the New York Committee and the President. The Com- 
mittee urged a change of policy. The President became 
vexed, and said in substance, "'It is plain enough what you 
want, 3 "ou want to get Seward out of the C^abinet. There 
is not one of you who would not see the country ruined, if 
you could turn out Seward." 

After dinner, rode to Mr. Cutts’ proposing to invite Mrs. 
I), to ride; and was very sorry to learn from her mother 
that she was mucli indisposed. — W(mt to the War Depart- 
ment. No satisfactory information yet from army and no 
satisfactory account of numbers or position of the enemy. 
David Taylor called with Mr, Northcott, of ^Champaign, 
who wants to be commissary. Kndorsed his paper, '' 
conmiieiuled^'' 

Received telegram from McDowell, asking if it was not 
just to publish his letter. Answered, Will see it done.’’ 
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Thursday, ISf]i3. 

Two weeks since Hooker drove Ewell at Bristow Station- 
and what weeks! Ten days of ]>attk% and then sii(‘h cliany't\s, 
—changes in which it is difficult to see the pul)lic g(k)d! 
How singularly all our worst defeats have followed Admin- 
istrative CO no, blunders! McDowell defeated at Bull 

Run, because the Administration would not su])ercedo Pat- 
terson by a General of more capacity, vigor and devotion 
to the cause. M(‘Clellan defeated at Richmond, be(*ausothe 
Administration recalled Shields and forced Fremont to rctir(‘ 
from the pursuit of Jackson, in order that McDow(4rs for(*(‘ 
might be concentrated at Manassas to be semt to McClellan 
before Richmond. Pope defeated at Bull Run IxH^ause the 
Administration persisted in keeping McClellan in command 
of the Army of the Potomac, after full warning that, und<‘r 
his lead and influence, that army would not cooptu'atc^dlei*!- 
ively with Pope. 

After breakfast this morning Mr. Hamilton took leave of 
me, and 1 prepared to go to Fairfax Seminary to visit But- 
terfield, who, according to the papers, is sick th{u*(\ Before^, 
starting, however, I thought best to s(m(l Bannister to ilu^ 
War Department to learn if any-thing of jmportance had 
occured. He returned with a note to tlu' etl'eck. that noth- 
ing important had come from the army but that, an impor- 
tant (piestion was for c()nsid<u*aiioi\ and d(‘cision, and if I 
would come up he would s(‘nd for <r<ml. Ilalleck and th(^ 
President. Went up immediately. It mimxl. On ai*riv- 
ing at the War Department, found (bml. Wright, of 
Penna., there, with a reipiest from (Jov. (Hirtin to (‘all into 
active servi(‘(i all the able bodied men of tlu^ S(.at(‘. Th(‘ 
President, Gen. Ilalleck and Mr. Stanton submil t(Hl the 
question, What answer shall be returned to(}ov. (Hirtin 'i' 
— Gen. H. thought the important thing was to mass all tla* 
force possible on this side the enemy, and d(dea(/ him; and 
that a general arming of IVnnsylvtuiia would not sidli- 
cicntly avail^iblc to warrent the vast exp(‘ns(\s sun^ to Ins in- 
curred. — Mr. Stanton express(xl no-o[>inion as to c’hdV^at of 
the enemy from this side, but thought (Jov. (lurtins pro- 
posal too largo to Ix'. entertaimxl, and statcxl that the arms 
for a general arming could not be furnisluxl. 
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I asked Gen. II., ""What force, in your opinion, has the 
enemy r" — "*From the ])est evidence 1 have— not satisfac- 
tory, l)ut the best — I reckon the whole iiaml)er in Maryland 
and thevicinity of Washington, at 150, 000.'" — ""How many in 
Maryland? '' "‘Two-thirds probably, or 100,000.'' — ‘" What 
in 3 mur judgment as a soldier, are the designs of the 
enemy?'’ — ""Impossible to judge with certainty. Suppose 
he will do what I would do if in his place — rest, recruit, get 
supplies, augment force, and obtain all possible information; 
and then strike the safest and most effectual blow he can — 
at Washington, Baltimore, or Philadelphia. If not strong 
enough to strike a blow, he will, after getting all he can, 
attempt to cross into Virginia." — ‘"You think, there is no 
probabilit}'' of an advance into Pennsylvania at present.’’ — 
"‘None, unless a raid.” — Upon these statements, I expressed 
the opinion, that, considering the situation of our troops 
sent out to attack the rebel army, it was not impossible that 
a raid, at least, would l)e attempted into Pennsylvania, and 
that Gov. Curtin was wise in making provision foT* it; that 
the proix)sition to arm the whole people was, however, too 
broad; and that I thought it would be well to authorize the 
Governor to call out as many troops as could be armed with 
the arms he reported himself as having~say 30,000. The 
President said he was averse to giving the order, on the 
s(*ore of expense; but would think of it till to-morrow. 

The President and Secy. Stanton having left the room, I 
took occasion to ask Gen. Halleck what, in his judgment, 
were the causes of the demoralization of the troops. He 
replied, there were several causes; first, the incapacity of 
officers from inexperience, or want of ability or character; 
second, the want of proper discipline; third, — a political 
cause, the action of the late Congress in its abolition and 
conliscation measures, which were very distasteful to the 
army of the West, and, as he understood, also to the army 
of the I^)tomac. I expressed my conviction that the inffu- 
ence of the last was exaggerated, and dropped the sul)ject, 
I abandoned the idea of visiting Buttertidd and returned to 
the l)ci)artment, wlu're I transa(‘.ted usual routiiu' business. 

In the evaming, allied to einpiire for Mrs. Douglas, taking 
some 
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Friday, Septcnnlx^r 1^2. 

Breakfasted alone. After breakfast went to Department, 
putting carelessly in my pocket a roll of i)apers, (‘oiisisting, 
in part, of some sheets of an Account of McCIcdlairs C^ourse 
till the junction of the Army of the Potoimu* with that of 
Virginia, and of others containing the lirst draft of my 
journal of the 10th., and in part of the 1 tth. On nauliing 
the Treasury, 1 was a little alarmed on missing a roll; and 
still more annoyed when, on sending Tliomas and Mr. Plant 
to look along the street and at the houst^., nothing e-ould 
found of it. What if it should fall into the hands of some- 
body who will make public what is not designed for publi- 
cation, but simply in meinoriam % 

Fortunately the roll was pick(al up in the streid; and 
brought to me. 

Little of interest occurred at the Di^partnumt ii)-(lay. 
Expenses are enormous, increasing instead of diminishing; 
and the ill succesess in the field have so affeebMl ( }ov('rnm(mt 
Stocks that it is impossible to olitain mon(\v (‘ixei^j)! on iiinn- 
porary deposit, and these deposits very litlJi^. ex(‘('(al 
We are forced, therefore, to rely on tlu^ inert^ascvl issiuh of 
U. S. Notes, which hurts almost as much as it helps; for 
the omission of Congress to take any nu'asures to ri^striet 
bank-note circulation, makes the issue of these notes a stim- 
ulant to its increase so that the augmentation of the (uir- 
rency proceeds by a double a<‘.tion and priiavs rise proix)!’- 
tionably. It is a bad state of things, but neitluu* tlu^ Pnvsi- 
dent, his counsellors nor his <*.ommandi ng g(meral seiun to 
care. They rush on from expensi'. to expense and from 
defeat to defeat, heedless of the abyss of bankru{)t<*y and 
ruin which yawns before us — so easily shunned yid. s(uun- 
ingly so sure to engulf us. May (Jod opcm the (^yivs of thos(‘, 
who control, before it is too late! 

Went over to the War Department about two. Found 
that no important intelligence of rebel movenumts ha<l I hum 
received. The Secretary informed that lu> had Imml 
from GenL H. that the President is going out to see (hml. 
McClellan; and commented with soimv siwerity, on his 
humiliating submissivencss to that offi<un-. It is, indiuul 
humiliating; but prompted, I l)eIuwo, by a siacur<^ (UsHim to 
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serve the country, and a fear that, should he supersede 
McClellan by any other commander, no advantage would 
be gained in leadership, but much harm in the disaffection 
of officers and troops. The truth is, I think, that the Pres- 
ident with the most honest intentions in the world, and a 
naturally clear judgment and a true, unselfish patriotism, 
has yielded so much to Border State and negrophobic coun- 
sels that he now finds it difficult to arrest his own descent 
towards the most fatal concessions. He has already sepa- 
rated himself from the great body of the party which 
elected him; distrusts most those who most represent its 
spirit; and waits — For What? 

Before I left the Department, the Secretary kindly prom- 
ised me a Paymastership for W. D. Bickham; which will, 
when given, be a great satisfaction to a very worthy friend. 
We talked also of Port Koyal and matters there. I advised 
the removal of Brannan, who is hostile to the plans of the 
Department and the measures of Seaton. He said he would 
l)e ordered to the North; but did not seem inclined to talk 
much about it. 

Speaking of the number of rebels, lie said he thought it 
could not exceed 100,000 men; but that his judgment was 
founded u.-pon possibilities of supplies and transi^ortation — 
not on reports. 

Called at President's, and spoke to him of leave of absence 
to Cameron. He referred me to Seward, to whom I went, 
and was informed that leave was sent by last steamer. We 
talked on many things— Barney's appointments, conduct of 
the w^ar, etc, etc,— Engaged to go together tomorrow, and 
urge expedition to Cn. — He said some one had proposed that 
the President should issue a Proclamation, on the invasion of 
Pennsylvania, freeing all of the Apprentices of that State, 
or with some similar object. X thought the jest ill-timed. 

Judge Adams (dth. Auditor), Mr. Burnan (of Kentucky 
Legislature, now a refugee from his home) and Mr. Case, 
(formerly of Patriot, la., now of Portland, Me.) dined with 
me. The Kentucky Slaveholders were more against Slav- 
ery than the Northern Conservatives. Strange, yet not 
strange! 

In the evening, Maj. D. Taylor, Mr. O’llarra, and Mr. 
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Cooke called. — later Mr. CuiDiuing-s. (lenoral talk and not 
verv protitable. Cooke and O^Harra want introduction to 
Genl. Mitchell for Pitt, Cooke and Odiarra. who want to 
hu}^ cotton at Port Royal.— Col. Kane called and loft not(‘. 
about McDowell. — Mr. Cummings talked about Bn/le- 
about the removal of one of the Editors from Custom 
House— about support to himself for Assembly — about dis- 
tribution of stamps etc. — I got tired. 

Saturday, Af, 

Breakfasted alone. What has become of Mr. Skinner? 
Went to Department and attended to somc^ matt(M*s of 
routine. 

Went to Navy Department with Gov. Seward, aca-ording 
to appointment, about expedition to Charleston. Exami mul 
chart with Secretary Welles and Asst. Secy. Pox. Learm'xl 
that the Irons ide^^ and Passaic''^ will be ready for sea by 
the 1st. October; whi(;h is more than two weeks longer than 
Mr. Welles gave me to understand ten days ago. Fox thinks 
that James Island ought to have been held and that Ilunicr 
was wrong in withdrawing our force from it; ))ut it is now 
commanded by our gunboats, so that a landing upon it is 
easy, and a force of 10,000 or 15,000 men would sulHce for 
the reduction'of Charleston. A land force, howevcu*, would 
have to act mainly independent!}" of the nav^al,- and no 
naval force but ironclads could act with any clliciency 
because, the harbor being a anl de woodtm vessels (mlcr- 
ing it to bombard the town, would ))o exj)os(Hl to lire from 
all sides, and could not pass and repass the emmiy's bathunos, 
as at Port Royal, and, by motion, make the emnny’s liri^ 
comparatively inetfectual. Ironclads, however, such as tlu", 
Passaic^'^ and the Ironsidrs^'' could go right into the 
harbor, with little or no risks, and (ksstroy the Forts, 
batteries and the town itself, if not surrendered. Afbu* all, 
it seemed to me that it would contrit)ute gr(‘.atly to lho> (‘or- 
tainty of the result if a laud force should organi; 5 (Hl, and 
1 determined to confer with Secretary of War on th(‘ 
subject, as soon as possible. No time should be lost in mak- 
ing eveiy arrangement for such overwhelming IjIows, just 
as soon as the ironclads ar(‘. ready, as will (dret‘tually annihi- 
late the possibility of rebel success. 
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From the Navy Department, we went to Head Quarters 
where we found Genl. [Cullom"] who said; ■’ e have g’ot 
whipped ag’ain. We ha\ e just received a telegi’am that the 
rebels have defeated our people in Fayette County, Ya., 
and are driving them down the Kanawha. The trouble is 
that our men won’t tight.” The stido of remark did not 
suit me, but it is too common among our generals. In m 3 " 
opinion, the .soldiers are better than the officers. — Genl. 
Halleck came in, and we asked the situation. There was 
nothing new", he said, except contirmation that Burnside 
drove the rebels out of Frederick yesterday, and had re- 
newed the tight to-day. Heav}" firing had been heard from 
the direction of Harpers Ferry and the Frederick and 
Hagerstown roads. We left Head Quarters, and 1 returned 
to the Department. 

Gave O’Harra and Pitt Cooke letter of introduction to 
Genl. Mitchell. Visited Mr. Clarke’s sealing and trimming- 
machine for the ones and tw"os and found them a perfect 
succe.ss; and the ones and twos are sealed and trimmed by 
machinery, attendi'd 1 ) 3 " the most i)art by women, with such 
prodigious advantage to the Government, that it seems diffi- 
cult to imagine that coining, except in large masses, can be 
of much utility hereafter. 

Jay Cooke writes that he has visited New-York and con- 
versed with Bankers; and thinks that |10,000,0()0 in Gold 
will be gladly deposited at 4%. I think that, in this way, 
all the Gold needed can be obtained at very small cost and 
without affecting the market in any way. If it succeeds, 
it will form not the least i-emarkabie chapter in the histori’ 
of the financial success which has attended mo thus far. 

Wrote to Katie and Nettie, and to Horton — to Katie, 
advising her not to return immediately, — to Horton about 
Pope. 

In the evening, went to Willard’s to call on Genl. Schenck, 
but did not see him. Met Weed, and went to his room and 
talked of sundry matters. He says I have done as well in 
the New York appointments as was possible, and advises 
care as to the securities taken; which advice I think very 
good. He thinks the time has come for vigorou.s measures 

aNamo iiuserted from Warden’s excerpt, 473. 
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South; and is for freeing the slaves, and arming them as far 
as useful, without noise or excitement. Ho saw Hunter in 
New-York; who says that if he had hecn sustained, he would 
have emasculated the rebellion in South Carolina before 
now---which he seemed to believe and which I believe 
absolutely. 

Went to War Department. Telegraph men told me that 
telegraph was built to Point of Rocks and several miles 
beyond the Monocaey towards Frederick, and that heavy 
continuous firing was heard, b}' the operator of the former 
place, from the direction of Harpei's Ferry, till between 
three and four this afternoon; and that firing, (, hough not 
so heavy, was also heard from the direction of Middlc'.ton, 
between Frederick and Hagerstown. There was also a 
rumor that we had captured a lai-g(' wagon-train, with con- 
siderable number of prisoners. The infer(m('.(' from tlu' fir- 
ing heard is that an attack has been made on Harpers Kerry 
by a large rebel force, and a stout der(ms('. with unknown 
result; and that a loss important condict has talum ])lace 
between the advance under Burnsides and tlu' r('b(',l r(‘ar fall- 
ing back towards Hagerstown on Harpers Fei-ry, (probably 
the former) and that the rebels have been worst('d. 

Telegram from Gov. Cuidin yesbu-day states that, a relia- 
ble gentleman of Maryland who had op))ortunities to con- 
verse freely with oHicau's of the relxd ai'iny, says that the 
rebel force in Maryland is I!)(),(MI0, and tlu', other sid(', of the, 
Potomac ()()()— in all 4-t0,0()(). This is a specimen of 

information collected and believed!. 

Came home and Cooke called with Mr. Davis, (hmeral 
Birney’s partner, who wants him made a Major General 
with command of Kearney’s cor))s. I think this should be 
done. We must advance all our Ih'puhlican o(Ii(an*s who 
have real merit, so as to counterpois(‘. the too g-nnit wcdglit 
already given to Democratic oflicers, without much merit,. 
They have been more pushed than tlui Republicans and w(' 
have been more than just— more than getuu-ous ev(m we 
have been lavish towards them. It is time to change th(» 
policy. 
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Sunday, 186 ^ 1 , 

Went to Methodist Ghnreh. Mr. Brown preached good 
sermon. — Afterwards called to enquire for Mrs. Douglas, 
who, I found, had passed a bad night, but was better. 

Went to War Department. Despatches from McClellan 
to the President — also to Genl. Halleck. First, complimen- 
tary respects to Mrs. Lincoln; ladies enthusiastic welcome 
of McClellan and his army us.'" The second states getting 
possession of Lee’s Order to Hill of 10th. troops from va- 
rious directions to attack Martinsburg and Harpers Ferry 
on the 12th. — capture both — and then reunite at Hagers- 
town; — White had anticiiiated the enemy by joining Miles 
at Harpers Ferry, where the enemy made vigorous attack 
yesterda}"; — courier from Miles says he can hold out two 
days, but enemy is in possession of Maryland Heights; — 
McC. hopes ])efore two days to relievo Miles— is already in 
possession of Middleton and Jefferson; — estimates rebel force 
in Maryland at 12;), 000 thinks defeat of his arnyv 'would bo 
ruinous, and therefore better to spare all troops from W^ash- 
ington than sufl'er it; — anticipates great l^attle tomorrow, 
Monday; — enemy don’t mean to go back to Virginia, but 
thinks Leo has blundered and hoiies to make him repent of 
it. — Watson rode with me. 

Read several books, especially article in Revue dcs deux 
Mondes” on the soul. In the evening, Mr. Case called and 
talked of Politics and Spiritualism — especially the last, in 
which he is a firm believer. Sa 3 \s he receives letters from 
the inhabitants of the Sixth and other Spheres, among whom 
are Calhoun, Brutus and others that there is a council of the 
6th., presided over by Washington, to which the control of 
this war is committed; that Ri(*hmond will be taken al)Out 
Dec. 1st., and Charleston early in the Sirring. — Dr. Kabo 
called and talked over California matters. S('.ems to have 
been very unfairly and unjustly dealt with. Thinks Hoff- 
man excellent man— also Sharp, Dist. Atty. Thinks l^helps 
^ a partisan of Fremont, will be elected Senator. 
Rand, new Marshal, is one of Palmer, Cook & Co. set. Ad- 
vised him to examine papers, and, if possible, refute charges 
and be restored. 

H. Doc. 161, pt 2 6 



82 


AMEKIOATT HISTOKIOAL ASSOCIATIOK. 


Mr. Varnum, of N. Y., and liis coui=^in, from Ma>ss., ciuiio 
in and talked a little. Nothing important. 

Mo^jday, Sept, Jf>, 

Went to Department soon after nine, stopping at Frank- 
lin’s to buy glasses. Got a pair, not, T fear, exactly the 
best for mo. Eeceivod letters from John Sherman, (). Fol- 
lett, Horace Greeley, and others. Greeley’s assured me 
that the “Tribune"’ had no interest in the Labor Contracti, 
which I was very glad to learn. — Called on Attorney-Gen- 
eral about citizenship of colored men. Found him advei'se 
to expressing official opinion. — Met Eliot and Tal)or, Ma^u)!* 
of New Bedford, and invited them to dine with me. ~ Com- 
menced letter to Greeley; when I was reminded of my 
promise to accompany Mr. Case to tlio President’s. Went 
with him. Found Eliot and Ta})or in ante-(‘hambor. W (uit 
in and found Blair with the President discussing alfairs. 
Told him of the gentlemen outside, and was p(u*mitted to 
bring them in. Did so. Introduced Case, who shoko hands, 
and we two came away. 

Parted from Case at Department. Finished Icthu- to 
Greeley, and wrote Judge Mason about Rodney, ])romisii\g 
to do what I could for trial. Several callers — among them 
Col. Lloyd of Ohio Cavalry, and Col. Mason of Ohio Infan- 
try, with two Captaims. Lloyd said that the (‘.avalry was 
very badly used; that forage was xnsufHciont and irregular, 
and needlessly wasted; that sometimes a sqxiadron, company 
or regiment was ordered out early in th(^. morning, and left 
all day without any further orders. Pope he said, had 
nominally about 2,000 cavalry when he went South, and wlnm 
he returned had not 500 fit for Bcrvico. Sonudhnes the 
cavalry was ordered to march, when five or six horses in a 
Company would die from sheer exhaustion. Aitillery horsx's 
better eared for, Lloyd desired Mason to he made Brigadier- 
General. Promised to make in(]uiries, and, if found all 
right, promote object. 

Mr. Wetmore called about Cotton and Tobacco. Pro- 
posed that Government should take all Cotton at 20 (*erits 

and tobacco at cents — pay this price - send it h) New 

York — sell it for Gold—kcep account with eacL owner, and, 
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at the end of the war, pay him the difference, if loj^al. The 
idea struck me very favorably, and I promised to see him 
again tomorrow. 

Weed called and we had a long talk. He expressed again 
his conviction that more decided measures are needed in 
an Anti-Slavery direction; and said there was much dissat- 
isfaction with Seward in New York because he is supposed 
to be averse to such measures. I told him, I did not doubt 
Mr. Seward’s fidelit}^ to his ideas of progress, amelioration 
and freedom; but that I thought he adhered too tenaciously 
to men who proved themselves unworthy and dangerous, 
such as McClellan; that he resisted too persistently decided 
measures; that his influence encouraged the irresolution and 
inaction of the President in respect to men and measures, 
although personally he was as decided as anybody in favor 
of vigorous prosecution of the war, and as active as anybody 
in concerting plans of action against the rebels. Mr. Weed 
admitted that there was much justice in my views, and said 
he had expressed similar ideas to Mr. Seward himself. He 
said he would see him again, and that Seward and I must 
agree on a definite line, especially on the Slavery question, 
which we must recommend to the President. We talked a 
good deal about our matters — about the absence of proper 
Cabinet discussion of important subjects — about Tax appoint- 
ments in New York, with which ho is well satisfied, etc., etc. 

Went to War Department between 3 and 4, and saw 
telegrams of McClellan. They state that the action of 
yesterday resulted in a decided success — that the enemy 
driven from Mountain Crest, did not renew the action this 
morning but retreated in disorder — that Lee confessed him- 
self ‘‘shockingly whipped”, with loss of 15,000 men, 
killed, wounded, missing and prisoners — that ho has 700 
prisoners at Frederick, and that 1000 have l)een taken by 
Hooker and held — that he proposed pursuit as rapidly as 
possible — that Franklin on the right in advance towards 
Harpers Ferry, had succeeded as well as the troops on the 
right. News from the West also good. Nothing from 
Miles at Harpers Ferry but it is believed that he still holds 
out. 

Returned to the Department, closed the business of the 
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day, and wont home. Eliot, Ta])or and Ilarrin<»*ton dined 
with me. After dinner, rode with Ihirrino*ton. Stopped 
at Mr. Cutts, to inquire for Mrs Dou^’las. — ^’lad to heai* 
she was better. Stopped also at War Departnnmt. No 
further news. Stanton thinks Ilalleck begins to r(Milize his 
mistake. Said he intended to make Birney Major-(}eruM*nl, 
but Halleck (or rather McClellan) had designated Stonennuu 
Told him that Birney had sent his letter of resignation to 
me, but I had declined to present it. Nothing new from 
the army, except report from operator at Point of Rocks of 
firing apparently between that place and llarpiu's Kerry, 
which may indicate Franklin or Mil(\s in that poshion. 
Nothing from McClellan sin(‘e noon. 

Dropped Harrington at Kbl)it House, and (*,all(Hl on (gen- 
eral Schenck at Willards. Helped dr(‘ss his wound whicJi 
looked very bad, but the surgeons say he is iinpro\'ing 
rapidly and will be able to sit up in two or tlnx^e days. 
His daughter is with him, and most assiduous and dcA'otvd. 

Home. Friend Butler and Benedict called wishing to Ix'. 
introduced to the President, in order to pix^simt petition for 
exemption of society from draft. Promised lo go with thtmi, 
or write note, tomorrow morning. Coy. Boutwell (*all(xl 
and we talked of Tax Law, Stamp distribution, etc. 

Tuesday, Kk 

Bannister at Breakfast. W(mt to Departnumt, an<l from 
Department with Deputation of Krumds frotn Mt. Pheasant, 
0., and Wilmington, Del, to the Presichmi. and intnxlmxMl 
them. Asked for Bishop Mcllvain, the ai)pointment of 
Revd. Mr. Telford as chaplain at Camp Chase vvlncli the 
President directed. 

Went to Navy Department and adviscxl Kxi)odition up th<‘ 
James River; and said if Gen. Wool or otluu* good (jr(m(u*ul 
could be sent I would go myself as Voliader Aid. Mi*. 
Welles seemed pleased with the kUxi; and said tlu‘, ‘iron- 
sides” and ‘‘Passaic” would be ready by the time troops 
could be, and might take Richmond as preliminary to 
Charleston.— Spoke to the Se(n*etary of (kimmodon^ Barb- 
heads remark to Harrington, that the(}ov(u*nm(mt ought to 
be superseded by McClellan.— Wont to War Department. 
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Surrender of Harpers Ferry is eon tinned. McClellan's vic- 
tory of Sunday was probably over the rear of Longstreet's 
Division, wdiicli made a stand. 

Weed called with Morgan, who wished to enquire about 
Texas Bonds issued under authority of the Rebel Govern- 
ment. Told him the}" would not be recognized and promised 
him copies of papers relating to the subject, from tiles and 
records of the Department. Told Weed that we must have 
decided action and that he could ensure it. Was going to 
Meeting of Heads of Departments not to Ca])inet. Went 
over to White Hoirse. Met Seward, who said the President 
was l)usy with Gen. Halleck and there would be no meeting.* 

Returned to Department. Rode out to SigePs Camp, by 
wa}^ of Chain Bridge, with Harrington and Dr. Schmidt. 
Saw Sigel and Schurz. They want to have corps organized 
for operations in the field. Sigel said scouts returned from 
Drainos-villo report large re])el force at Leesburgh. 

Home to late dinner. — Harrington with me. Sent mes- 
sage to War Department for nows. 

W EDNESDAY, S&pt, 17 1862. 

Bannister breakfasted with me. — At Department finished 
Proclamation declaring States in insurrection, without the 
exception formerly made, with view to taking exclusive con- 
trol of all purchases of cotton, sugar, tobacco and rice in 
insurgent States. 

Judge Hoadly came. Went to War Department with him. 
Stanton promised the Generals he wanted, but could prom- 
ise nothing els(\ Went also to Gcnl. Ilallock’s. Found the 
President and Reverdy Johnson there, talked with a Union 
Captain wdio was at Harpevs Ferry at the time of its sur- 
render. Says Maryland Heights were surrendered to the 
surprise of every one; that Miles was struck by a shell after 
the surrender of the post, just as ho had put the white flag 
in the hands of an orderly; that there was no necessity 
whatever for tlu', surrender, and that the offi(‘.ers were v(‘ry 
indignant. 

Warrants to-day enormous — over $4-, 000, (MX) — and unpaid 
Requisitions still accumulating — now over $40,000,000. 
Where will this end'^ 
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Gen. Hunter came to dine with me. Kxpres.s(ul his de- 
cided opinion that if his Ord(u* had not been revoked, he 
would now have had the whole coast lined with dis(*iplined 
loyal Southern men— black to be sure, but ^^ood soldiers arid 
true. 

Friday, W . 

Reed, letter from Ro))t. Dale Owen (addre^ssed to tlu^ 
President) eloquently urging (Toneral Enuineipation; whieJi 
I handed to the President at Cabinet, Stanton show(‘,d nn^ 
Halleck’s telegram to McClellan, dat(^d Aug. JU,, whicdi was 
substantially as follows: — 

I do not know the terms of Order. 1 expe<d/ed to h^ive 
you in full command, except of troops temporarily (h'ta(‘hed 
to Pope. I beg you to come up and give me the Ixmelit of 
your talents, experience and judgment at this critical mo- 
ment. Am completely tired out.” 

This telegram announced the surrender of Ilalh'ck to 
McClellan. It saddens me to think that a Commander in 
Chief, whose opinion of his subordinate \s military con(lu<*t 
is such as I have heard Halleck express of M(‘.Clt^.llan, should, 
in a moment of pressure, so yield to that very subordinaici. 
Good maycomcof it, but my fearsarestrongerthan my b()p(‘,s. 
How differently old Gonl. Scott would havc^ actcul! Wlnm 
up all night at the critical period immediately following tlu^ 
first battle of Bull Run, he was never hcMird to (‘oinplain of 
being completely tired out,” or known to try to sliift any 
part of his responsibility upon another. 

Saturday, iiO . 

.Kutie came homo this morning, looking v(n*y w(dl.« - 
Nothing of special importance in any Departnumt, Mr. 
Garrett called expressing great uneasiness about B, and 
O. R. E. and the probable invasion of Western V irginia r f th(^ 
enemy is not followed up.— (JonL Mason diiu^d with rtie. 
He is extremely anxious to have a trial in tlu'. <‘as<\ of R()<ln('^y 
Mason, who was lately dismissed tlie service for tluv surnm- 
der of Clarkvillo.— Received letter from Mr. iramUtou, 
He will come on Monday to see the President about Procla- 
mation. 

Received a letter from Miss Virginia Smith, asking my 
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interest for Col. Buiow's appointment as Brigadier; to 
which 1 replied that I would say a good word for the Colo- 
nel, and thought the prospect not desperate as no man is 
safe, now-a-days, from being made a Brigadier — not even a 
man of merit. 

Sunday, Sejyt. 21, 

At home to-day, under orders from Dr. F. — Mr. Mont- 
gomery of Philadelphia dined with us. — Called on Harring- 
ton, to have Dr. F. go to see Gen. Hooker, if possible. 
Harrington made arrangements. — Towards sun-down, called 
at Mrs. C’s to enquire for Mrs. D., and was much gratified 
to find her so far recovered as to be in the parlor. — Mr. 
Montgomery went to church with Katie. — Bannister, Taylor 
and others called. 

Dr. F. spoke of having been to the President's, who 
being yeiy busy writing, could not see him. 

Thought to nyself, Possibly engaged on Proclamation.'’ 

Monday, Se2>t- 1862. 

To Department about nine. State Department messenger 
came, with notice to Heads of Departments to meet at 12. — 
Received sundry callers. — Went to White House. 

All the members of the Cabinet were in attendance. 
There was some general talk; President mentioned that 
Artemus Ward had sent him his book. Proposed to read 
a chapter which he thought very funn}^ Read it, and 
seemed to enjoy it very much — the Heads also (except 
Stanton) of course. The chapter was ‘’High handed Out- 
rage at Utica’’ 

The President then took a graver tone and said: — 

“Gentlemen: I have, as you are aware, thought a great 
deal about the relation of this war to Slavery: and you all 
remember that, several weeks ago, I read to you an Order 
I had prepared on this subject, which, on a(‘uount of o))jec- 
tions made by some of you, was not issued. Ever since 
then, my mind has been much occupied with this subjec't, 
and I have thought all along that the time for acting on it 
might very probably come. I think the time has come now. 
I wish it were a better time. T wish that we wore in a bet- 
ter condition. The action of the axuny against the rebels 
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has not been (luito what I should havo Ix'st lik<xl. But 
they have been driven out of Maryland, and Pennsylvania 
is no longer in danger of invasion. Wluni tlx' I'l'lxd army 
was at Frederick, I determined, as soon as it sliould 
be driven out of Maryland, to issiu'. a Pr(X‘l}ima<iion of 
Emancipation such as I thougld most likely to )x' us(d‘ul. 
I said nothing to any one; but I made lh(' ])romis(^ to 
myself, and (hesitating a littl(^)--to my Maker. Fix'. r(‘lx‘l 
army is now driven out, and I am going to full! II that 
promise. T have got yon togedtun* to h(‘ar what I ha^'(^ 
written down. I do not wish your advi(X' about th(‘. main 
matter — fo]* that 1 have det(M*mined for inyscdf. This I say 
without intending anything but r(^si>ect for any on('. of you. 
But I already know tin*, views of ea(*h on this ([lusstiion. 
They have l)ecn lu'.retoforc (‘xpressed, and I hav(‘ consid(M‘(xl 
them as thorouglily and carefully as 1 (‘an. What I hav(‘. 
written is that which my ndlecdions hav(\ determ iiuxl nu‘ t(f 
say. If there is anything in tlu‘. ex])r(\ssions I us<‘, or iii 
any other minor matter, whi<‘h any one of you thinks had 
best be chang(Kl, I shall be glad to rec.(MV(‘. tlu' suggxsstions. 
One othci- observation I will make. I know veuy W(‘II tbati 
many others might, in this mathu*, as in others, do Ixhlicr 
than 1 can; and if 1 were satislhxl that th(^ public, (‘onlid(m(M‘< 
was more fully ]K)ssess(Hl by any one of them than by nu\ and 
know of any Constitutional way in whi(‘li lu' (U)uld )x‘ [>u(, 
in my place, he should have it. I would gladly yi(dd it to 
him. But though I b(dievt‘, that I havi’s not so much of t.hcs 
confidence of the people as 1 had mine tinu^ simx', I do ru)l. 
know that, all things eonsidenxl, any other person has mono, 
and, h(>w(wer this may Ix^, iheve is no way in which I (‘an 
have any other man put where I am. I am here, I must 
do the best 1 can, and Ixmr the nvsponsibility of taking tln^ 
course which I f(xd I ought to take.'' 

ThePrGsid(mt then i)rocml(xl to ixMid his EmancipaPioii 
Proclamation, making remarks on th<‘- s(^veral parts its lu^ 
wont on, and showing that he had fully (x)nsid(u*(xl the whoh^ 
subject, in all the lights under which it had Ixxm pri^senUxl 
to him. 

After he had closed, (Jov. Seward said: ^^The general 
(Question having boon decided, nothing can Ixi said furtluu* 
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about that. Would it not, hoAvever, make the Proclamation 
more clear and decided, to leave out all reference to the act 
being* sustained during* the incumbency of the present 
President; and not merely say that the Government ' recog- 
nizes,’ but that it will maintain the freedom it proclaims P' 

I followed, saying: What you have said, Mr. President, 
full}" satisfies me that you have given to every proposition 
which has been made, a kind and candid consideration. 
And 3*ou have now expressed the conclusion to Avhich you 
have arrived, clearly and distinctly. This it was your 
right, and under your oath of ofiice your dut}", to do. The 
Proclamation does not. indeed, mark out exactly the course 
I should myself prefer. But I am ready to take it just as 
it is written, and to stand by it with all nyv heart. I think, 
however, the suggestions of (fov. Seward very judicious, 
and shall be glad to have them adopted.'’ 

The President then asked us severally our opinions as to 
the modifications proposed, saying that lie did not care much 
about the phrases he had used. Everyone favored the 
modification and it was adopted. Gov. Seward then pro- 
posed that in the passage relating to colonization, some lan- 
guage should be introduced to show that the colonization 
proposed was to be only with the consent of the colonists, 
and the consent of the States in Avhich colonies might be 
attempted. This, too, was agreed to; and no other modifi- 
cation was prox:>osed. Mr. Blair then said that the question 
having been decided, he would make no objection to issue- 
ing the Pro(damation; })ut he would ask to have his paper, 
presented some days since, against the policy, filed with the 
Proclamation. 'The President consented to this readily. 
And then Mr. Blair went on to say that he was afraid of 
the influeiKie of the Proclamation on the Border States and 
on the Army, and stated at some length the grounds of his 
apprehensions. Ho disclaimed most ('.xpressly, however, all 
objection to Emancipation per sc, saying he had always 
been persotially in favor of it — always rc^ady for immediate 
lilmancipation in the midst of Slave Statds, rather than 
submit to the perpetuation of th(‘. systein. 

After this matter was over, I stated to the Cabinet that 
it had been strongly recommended that all Cotton, Tobacco, 
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Sugar and Kice should honccf<)rwarcll>o. pun'hasocl only by 
Govoriiment officers, paying to the owjicrs, loyal or (lisloyal, 
a certain proportion of the prioo in Ncw-\ ork amounting 
to nearly or quite the full jn'ice in th(‘. prochunbig States; 
and giving a Certilicate wliieli would entith' tlu' owner to 
the remainder of the proceeds, deducting taxes and (tiarges, 
at the end of the rebellion, if loyal. Having made this 
statement, I said I would like to havi> the matter r(tha‘t(^d 
on, and that I should bring it up at our iu‘.xt meeting. 

Before going to Cabinet, and on my walk to Mr. SewariTs 
room, I met Judge Pierrepont, and iiivihal him to dimu'r. 
Coming from Cabinet, I found a lett(U’ from Bariu'-y about 
Wadswortffis nomination and Weed\s vvillingiu'ss to make 
it unanimous, if it is not to })e c()nsider<Hl as a triumph ov(u* 
him; and wrote a note to the (Jeneral, asking him also to 
dine. Both he and the Judge (‘,ame, and \vo> had a pk^isarit 
time. Wadsworth had but objection to saying 1 k^. would 
be Governor, if at all, of the State and not of a section 
of a party; which was that it might br^ considered as in 
some sort a pledge, which he would not. give to anybody. 
Told Wadsworth, in conddciuaq that tlu'. Procdainat.ion inighti 
be expected tomorrow morning---whi(‘h surpris(‘d and grati- 
fied him equally. 

Mr. Smith, Chief-Clerk of the Third Auditor's otli<‘(^; his 
brother, associated with Fowler; and Dr. S<‘hmi(lt, <‘all(^d. 
Also Donn Piatt. A good deal of speculation about Proo 
lamation, of which some said a rumor was cnirrent a day 
or two since. I said I thought wc need not dospaii* of onc^ 
yet. Chief-Clerk Smith said he had c^ageudy lookcnl at thc^ 
newspapers one morning lately, on the stremgth of tin* 
rumor, for it, and was really cUsappointc'.ck I told hini to 
keep looking. 

Donn Piatt wanted young Este madc^ ehu*k. Told him I 
would 1)0 glad to do so, l)ut could not promise. Mr. Platt, 
called to learn about Col. Hays, and Dr. Harkness about, his 
son-in-law. 

Tukhdav, X/, 

At breakfast this morning, I proi)os("d to Katies to ridc^ 
over to the Insane Asylum and sec (renl. Hooker, to whieli 
she agreed; and she having provided a basket of gl*ap(^s, 
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peaches, etc., we went. We were very kindly received by 
Mrs. Nichols, who ushered us into the General's room. He 
was lying on a couch, but suffering no pain, he talked very 
freely as far as time would permit, of the recent events. 
He said that at Richmond, when the order came to withdraw 
the army, he advised McClellan to disobey, and proposed a 
plan for an advance on Richmond. McClellan gave him the 
order to advance, but, before the time for movement came, 
recalled it, and gave orders for evacuation. When Hooker 
expected to march to Richmond, therefore, he found himself, 
to his surprise, compelled to fall back to the Chickahominy 
on his way to Aquia. I said to him, “ General, if my advice 
had been followed, you would have commanded after the 
retreat to James River, if not before.” He replied, “If I 
had commanded, Richmond would have been ours.” He 
then spoke of the Battle of Antietara, where he received his 
wound, and expressed his deep sorrow that he could not 
remain on the field three hours longer. “If I could have 
done so,” he said, “our victory would have been complete; 
for I had already gained enough and seen enough to make 
the route of the enemy sure.” After he had been carried 
off, he said, McClellan sent for him again to lead an advance. 
The General impx’essed me favorably as a frank, manly, 
brave and energetic soldier, of somewhat less breadth of 
intellect than I had expected, however, though not of less 
quickness, clearness and activity. 

While we were convei'sing. Dr. Nichols came in and I 
had some talk with him in an adjoining room. He said the 
General’s wound was as little dangerous as a foot wound 
could be, the ball having passed through the fleshy part 
just above the sole and below the instep, probabl}'^ without 
touching a bone. I suggested the trial of Dr. Poster’, s 
balm. He made no special ol)jection, but said the wound 
was doing as well as possible, without inflammation and very 
little matter; and he thought it unnecessary to try any 
experiments. 1 could not help concurring in this and post- 
poned Dr. F. and his balm. — ^The Doctor said he first knew 
him when he encamped below him last ycai-,; that ho became 
deeply interested in him; that when he heard he was 
wounded, he wont up to Frederic, seeking him; that ho 
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missed him; but that his message reached him, and he caiue 
down to the Asylum himself. I asked, ‘"What is your 
estimate of him?’' — “Brave, energetic, full of life, skilful 
on the field, not comprehensive enough, perhaps, for plan 
and conduct of a great campaign; l)Lit at least ecpial in this 
respect, if not superior to any General in the servi(*e."^ 

Mr. Eives (of the Globe), his daughter and son-in-law 
came in and we took our leave; Dr Nichols having (irst 
strongly recommended to me to secure th('< appointnumti of 
Col. Dwight, of Mass., as a Brigadier (huieral. 

Eeturned home and went to Department Found (hud, 
Eobinson, of Pittsburgh, there, and Mr. Plait and Dr. 
Harkness. Got Harrington to go with P. and II. to Wai* 
Department. — Mr. Welles came in, about api)ointmeni of 
Pease, in Wisconsin, and I asked him to write a not(‘ about 
it. — Attorney-General Bates called, with Mr. (Hbson of St. 
Louis, about pecuniary aid to (irov. Gamble both Bdling a 
very different story from Farrar and Di(‘.k. Promis('d to 
look at papers and answer tomorrow. Shinton eanu', in 
about payment of paroled soldiers at Camp (’hasc', vvhi(‘h I 
promised to provide for. Said that lu^ propos<^d to inak(‘ 
the Department of Florida, with Thay(‘.r as (}overnor and 
Garfield as Commanding Gemu’al, if I approved of (hirliidd. 
I said 1 approved heartily. Said h(‘. had insisted on 1‘emoval 
of Buell, and leaving Thomas in command. I could not 
disapprove of this, though I think less highly of him than 
he seems to think. — Pie went and liarney cam(^ in, Askc'd 
him to dine. Declined, but promised to (‘all in ih(‘. ev(m" 
ing.— Mr. Hamilton, on invitation, came to our lunise to stay 
while in town. 

In the evening, many callers— Miss Schen(‘.k, (hud. and 
Mrs. McDowell, Genl. Garfield, and others. Young Mr. 
Walley came, with letters from his fatluu', and I brought 
him in and introduced him to Katie arid our gu(\sts. 

WkDNIOSDAV, 

The President called a special meeting of tb(‘. (^abiiud- 
to-day, and asked our judgments on two (piestions: 

First, as to the expediency of Tn^uties with (Jowu’mmmts 
desiring their immigration, for voluntary (‘.olonization of 
blacks. 
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Second, AvS to the proper answer to he returned to the 
letter from John Eoss, excusing the Treat of the Chero- 
kees with the Rebels, and asking the protection of the United 
States and the fulfilment of old Treaties. 

On the first question, there was the usual diversity of 
opinion. I not thinking Colonization in its self desirable, 
except as a means of getting a foothold in Central America," 
thought no Treaties expedient; but simple arrangements, 
under the legislation of Congress by which any person who 
might choose to emigrate, would be secured in such advan- 
tages as mig’ht be offered them by other States or Govern- 
ments. Seward rather favored Treaties, but evidently did 
not think much of the wisdom of an}^ measures for sending 
out of the countxy laborers needed hero. The President 
asked us to think of the subject, and be ready to express 
our opinions when ^VQ next come together. 

As to the Cherokee question tliere seemed to be a general 
concurrence that no new pledges should be given them but 
that, at the end of the war, their condition and relation to 
the United States should have just consideration. 

After Cabinet, went with Stanton to War Department, 
and laid before him sundry aiiplications for i:)ositions, with 
such verbal support as I thought due to them. Returning 
to the Department, I found there young Mr. Walley, and 
gave him an earnest recommendation to Stanton; and was 
surprised, an hour or so after, to receive a note from him 
thanking me for my kindness, ))ut saying that Mr. Stanton 
told him there was no likelihood of his receiving an appoint- 
ment; and that he was goings to enlist as a private. Wrote 
note to Mr. Walley (his father) expressing my regret. 

Nothing at Department but routine — except direction to 
Cis(H) to receive deposits of gold, and a call from Eli Thayer 
about his project for colonizing East Florida, with which 1 
sympathize. 

Had proposed to Genl. (xarfield to take him over and call 
on Genl. Hooker, but it rained and he did not come. After 
dinner, however, the sky cleared some what, and Katie and 
I rode out and called on him. lie was still improving. 

tUniHHt*, like Seward, coiUuinplatod Uu‘ c‘xi>aiiHi<m of the tliutcd StaUvs Hoiithward 
to the iBthmuH. Sec hin letter to JainoH II. Smith, May H, 1K49. 
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An hour or two after our return, a band of nmsie, which 
had just serenaded the President l)y way of <H)njrratulat.i()n 
on the Proclamation, came to my house', and cknnanded a 
speech — with which demand I complied bricHy. (Jon. 
Clay, who was with me, responded more at lenjfth. After 
the crowd had passed on, tircn. Clay, Mr. Clark, of Meuawi-, 
Penna., Genl. Robinson, of PittHl)urgh, and Mr. Win. I). 
Lewis, of Philadelphia, came in and spent a litth'. time 
with me. 


TirUUSDAY, !S/>. 

At Department as usual. The Presidemt s('nt for imv to 
meet the Secretary of War. Found he had nothinfjf to talk 
about except the supply of an additional sum to ( }ov. Gamble, 
of Missouri, to be used in defending the States against inva- 
sion and guerillaism. Agrei'.d to (confer with tlu', kSocrotary 
of War on the subject. Empiired as to progress of tlu'. 
War. No information, and nothing satisfactory as to what 
isto be expected. Coming out Stanton told me that Met Ih'.l- 
lan wants bridges built acro.ss the Potoimu', aiul Sla'iiandoah, 
as preliminaries to movement; to which Ilalleck wont con- 
sent. Dan helps Zeko doing nothing." 

Delighted this morning by nows of Gen. Wadsworth’s 
nomination for Governor of New York, on the first ballot. 

In the afternoon, wont with Garfield to see Ilookiu-, who 
was very free in his expressions about Mc.tHellan. I le said 
it was not true that cither the army or the, oUuku’s wi'K', 
specially attached to him; that only two corps, whose', com- 
manders were special favorites and whoH<( troops had spindal 
indulgences, could bo said to care anything about him; that 
other officers— ho himself certainly— thought him not fit to 
lead a great army; that ho is timid and hesitating vvlu'ii 
decision is necessary; that the battle of Antie.tam was ru'ar 
being lost by his way of fighting it, wherc^as, liad tlu^ attack 
been simultaneous and vigorous on the enemy’s right, c(',nf,('r 
and left, the rout would have boon complot(»; that our force 
in the battle exceeded the enemy’s by 3(),0()() men, and f.hat 
the defeat of the enemy should have been final. He said 
also, that when Pope had drawn off a largii part of the ridiel 

«A reference to tlxo /amlHarntory of I)huU‘ 1 WeliHtor’H boyliood. 
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force from Eiclimond and orders came to McClellan to with- 
draw, he urged him to give, on the contrary, orders for 
advance; that the orders were actually given and then 
revoked, much to his chagrin. This recalled to my mind a 
conversation with Gen. Halleck at that time. 1 said to him, 
that it seemed to me our people could now certainl}" take 
Richmond hy a vigorous push, as Pope had 00,000 of the 
rebels before him, and at leavst half of the remaining 60,000 
were south of the James, leaving onh" 30,000 with the forti- 
fications on the north side; to which Gen. Halleck replied, 
that it was too dangerous an undertaking. 1 said, ‘Mf this 
cannot be done, why not return to Fredericksburgh, leav- 
ing Richmond on the left F’ ‘‘This,"’ he said, would be 
quite as dangerous — a flank movement, in which our army 
would be exposed to ])eing cut off and totally lost.’^ Gen. 
Hooker said that the movement 1 suggested could have 
been executed with safety and success. He said, also, that 
he was somewhat reconciled to leaving the Peninsula by 
being told that it was a i)lan for getting rid of McClellan, 
and the only one which it was thought safe to adopt. This 
he thought so essential, that anything necessaiy to it was 
to be accepted. 

Returning from Gen. Hooker’s, as well as going, Gen. 
Garfield gave me some very interesting portions of his own 
(experience. This fine oflScer was a laborer on a canal in 
his younger days. Inspired by a noble ambitioii, he had 
availed himself of all means to acquire knowledge — became 
a Preacher of the Baptist Church — was made the President 
of a flourishing Literary Institution on the Reserve — was 
olcctod to the Ohio Senate, and took a conspicuous part as 
a Repul)li(*an leader. On the Imeaking out of the War he 
became a Colonel — led his regiment into Kastern Ken- 
tuclcy — ?fought Humphrey Marshall near Prestonburgh — 
gained position rapidly — was made at my instance, a Briga- 
(iicr — fought under Buell at Shiloh — and was now in Wash- 
ington by direction of the Secretary of War, who proposes 
to give him the Department of Florida. A large portion of 
his la^giment, he said, was composed of students from his 
college. 

Went to Seward’s to dinner, where 1 met the MaDpiis of 
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Cavendish, and his brother. Col. Leslie of the British Arniy; 
Mr. Stuart and Mr. Kennedy of the British Lei>’ation; (renl. 
Banks, and Mr. Everett. Gen. Banks earnest aouinst more 
separation of foT*ces until the rel)el army is erushed. 

Home. Found there Genl. and Mrs. MeDowell. Soon 
after, Capt. and Mrs. Loomis (*.ame in. Could not help the 
Captain who wished to ])e Quartermashu* ol* (lenl. SigePs 
Corps. 

To bed tired and unwell 

Friday, i'Jd. 

Received note from Gov. Seward, asking me t.o nanuAJon- 
sul to Rio. Named James . Munroe. Another note frotn 
Fred Seward asking mo to call at State Dc'partment before 
going to Cabinet. Called, but Gov. S(nvard had alrc^acly 
gone. 

Went to Cabinet. Talk about (‘.olonization. I said noth- 
ing. All the others except Welles (Stanton not ])r(\seni) in 
favor of Treaties. 

Several of the loyal CJovernors came to-day, and in tln^ 
evening I called on them. Saw Yates at the National, ami 
left card for Berry of N. 11. Saw Kirkwood at Kirkwood 
House. Saw Soloman at Willard’s and left(‘ards for Andr(AV, 
Bradford, Sprague, Tod, Blair and Pi(u-pont. At (Jov. 
Yates’ room saw Gonl. McClernand, of Ills., who made a 
very favorable impression on me. 

Saturday, AVy>/. 

Gov. Andrew came to breakfast. LaugluHl ^u‘,X(^d too 
at report in Herald of proceedings of (Jovernors at Altoona, 
which he ascribed to the exclusion of n^port(u*s. While, at 
breakfast, Col. Andrews and Lieut. Barlxu*, both of Mari- 
etta, came in from battle-ground. Th(^ Colonel liand(‘(l nu^. 
Cox’s Report, and informed me that Col. Clark was kilhxl, 
which left him Lieut. Colonel in actual command. Ih^guvc' 
a very interesting account of the (‘ondiici of (lox’s (lato. 
Reno’s) corps, ))othat South Mountain and Anticdam. Tins 
Reports, however, were more full, and ndlecded the higlu^st 
ciedit on Cox and the ofhec'.rs and num of his troops, 
Andrews said that McClellan and Burnsid(^ would recom- 
mend Cox for Major General — ^an oI)j(H‘t whi<‘h I assured ( lol. 
A. I would most gladly promote. 
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Gov. Andrew said , he had called on Gen. Hooker the 
evening before, and met Stanton and Tod. Hooker was une- 
quivocal in condemnation of McClellan's inactivity. At 
Department, McClernand called and my favorable impres- 
sion of last evening was strengthened. ^Vlan^^ things in a 
plan of campaign which he urged seemed admirable, espe- 
cially the Eastern movement from the Mississippi River. 

Saw the President, and asked him his opinion of McCler- 
nand. Said he thought him brave and capable, but too 
desirous to be independent of every bod}^ else. 

Later in the day, received telegram from Bliss, Paymaster 
General of New York, asking for §300,000 in small notes in 
exchange for the same amount of large ones to enable him 
to forward eight regiments. It occurred to me that, ]>y 
having these regiments sent to Louisville and Mitchell’s and 
Garfield’s brigades brought from Louisville and sent to 
Port Royal, with one or two brigades in addition, a successful 
expedition against Charleston might be immediately organ- 
ized; and 1 determined to speak to Stanton in relation to it 
tomorrow. Garfield spent the evening with me and accoi)tGd 
invitation to make my house his home while in town. 

Sunday, K^pf. 

At Dr. Payne’s in morning — sermon excellent. Home in 
afternoon. In the evening went to War Department a])out 
expedition to Charleston; my idea ])cing to have New York 
regiments sent to Louisville, and Mitchell’s and Garfield’s 
brigades withdrawn thence and sent to Port Royal with 
Garfield when an immediate attack should ])e made on 
Charleston which would be sure to fall. Did not find Stanton 
at Department. Went to Halleck’s and found him there. 
Had some general talk. Was informed by Hallcck that the 
enemy was moving to Martinsburgh. ^HIow many?” — 
‘ASO.OOO” — How many has McClellan?” — “^‘About iOO.- 
000.” Where Pennsylvania troops, said to have joined 
him though raised only for emergency?” ‘SVll gone 
back.” — Had talk about draft, lie showed me a letter to 
(xamble, insisting that all oflicers of drafted militia above 
Regimental should be appointed by tlie Prc'sidcml. I 
expressed the oi)iniou that the principal of drafting Militia 
H. Doc. 161, pt 2 7 
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wfis oiToncous — thtit the Iciwslioulcl liiivo proviclccl foi 
ing from the people an army of the United States. He 
agreed.— I asked him his opinion of MeClenuind. He said 
he is brave and able l)ut no disciplinarian*, that his camp was 
always full of disorder; that at Corinth he pitched his tents 
where his men had been l)uri('d just Ixdow grounds and with 
dead horses lying all around. The cause of the evil was that 
his officers and men were his constituents. 

Leaving Halleck, Stanton and I rode together to (k)lum- 
bia College and back to his house. ^ 1 stated my wish con- 
cerning the two brigades and Charleston. He stiid nothing 
could be done. The New York Jh^ginumts must go to 
McClellan, who absorbs and is likely to al)sorl) (U'erylhing 
and do nothing. At Stanton's, saw for the lirst tinu', (bml. 
Harney, who mentioned several cinaimstuiuavs to show Frank 
Blair's misconduct in Missouri matt(n’s. Ho said it was not 
necessary to lire a gun to keep Missouri in th(‘. Union. I 
thought him certainly mistaken. 

Tuesday, NeyV. 

The papers this morning coniirm the news of Nidson's 
death. He died as the fool dieth. How sad! His (xirly 
services to the Union cause in Kentucky his g(merous aiul 
manly nature —his fine talents and great mungy -(‘omjHdkxl 
my admiration and cstexun; while his (n‘u<‘lty and passion 
and tyranny, especially when ox(‘itc(l by drink, oftem <^xcit(‘d 
my indignation. Nothing from any (luarhu'of mucdi impor- 
tance in a military point of vi(^w. 

Genl. Gartiold, at breakfast, related this: Wluui (bud. 
Buell’s army was on the marcdi to Nashville, a n^gimemt 
passed in front of the house of GonL Pillow's hrotliC/r, 
where was a spring of good water and a litth^. strcuim issuing 
from it. As the soldiors ([ucmffiod their thirst and (iIIchI 
their canteens and watered their horses at tln^ str(‘am, Pil- 
low came out and cursed the men, forbidding tlunn to bik(^ 
water and saying that if he were yoimgcu* he would light 
against the Yankees until the last man of them was kilhxl 
or driven home. A Lieutenant eommanding tlu'. Company 
then having expostulated with him without effect and ffrul- 
ing the army likely to be delayed by liis interferemu^, 
direxdod him to bo put under arrest, and sent him to tlu^ 
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Colonel. It happened that this Colonel was an admirer of 
Miss Stevenson — a young lady of Nashville, a niece of Pil- 
low and a violent Secessionist — and had been in the habit of 
sending the Regimental Band to serenade her with Dixie'’ 
and the like, not playing any National airs. As soon as he 
understood who Pillow was, therefore, he discharged him 
from arrest and apologized for it; and at the same time 
arrested the young Lieutenant. Pillow returned to his 
house, mounted his horse and rode to Genl. Buell’s Head- 
quarters and complained that a slave of his had escaped and' 
was somewhere in the army. Buell gave him leave to hunt 
for him and with this warrant he rode where he pleased. 
After full}^ satisfying himself he went on to Corinth and 
gave Beauregard a full account of Buell’s force and rate of 
advance. This information led to an attack on Grant’s divi- 
sion, which Beauregard hoped to destroy before Buell 
should come — and he almost succeeded in doing it. 

At Department received a note from Seward, with mem- 
orandum by Stuart, Acting British Minister, of conversa- 
tions with Seward about cotton. From this memorandum, 
it appears that Butler's order of August, authorizing free 
purchases even from Slidell, and Grant’s order annulling 
Sherman’s prohibition of payments in Gold, were, if not 
motived by Seward, fully approved l)y him and made the 
basis of assurances that no hindrance to purchase and pay- 
ment on cotton for rebels would bo interposed by this gov- 
ernment. Afterwards, or about the time of these orders, 
Seward proposed the same policy of substantially unre- 
stricted purchase for money, to me; and I was at first, in 
view of the importance of a supply of cotton, inclined to 
adopt it; l)ut reflection and information from Special 
Agents in the Mississippi \'allcy (‘hanged my views. The 
subject was also brought up in Cabinet, and Seward pro- 
posed liberty to purchase 500,000 bales. Stanton and I 
opposed this, and the rresident sided with us and the sub- 
ject was dropped. I then proposed to frame Regulations 
for trade/to and from Insurrc^ctionary Districts, in which 
was included prohibitions of payments in gold. 

To this prohibition Stuart now obj(^(‘ds as in (‘ontravention 
to Seward’s assurances connected with Butler’s and Grant’s 
orders. 
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After considering the whole sul)j('ct, 1 addresscHl a l('(ler 
to Seward declining to change the ('xisting R('gulatioM as to 
payments in gold. 

Received letter from himself, stating dilKculty Ixdavecm 
himself and Agent Grallagher as to (lonliscation. Mcdhm 
thinking that antecedents of cotton, as to liability to c.onlis- 
cation in prior hands and noti<‘('. b) present hokh'rs, should 
not be investigated; Grallagher contra. Wrote Melhm that 
his view is approved- -thitdeiug this may relima^ S('ward. 

Wkdnksday, Odd. /, 

Seward came to Department and W('. tallo'd ov('r forr'ign 
relations, particularly as connected with cotton. Sliowml 
him my reply to his note of yesterday. Ib' thought, it. 
would not answer, as his a.ssuranc.es, c,ouj>l('<l wit h Uut.U'r’s 
and Grant’s Orders, committed us too far. 1 .said I would 
modify it. After he left, altered my rr^ply and smd. it.. 

Examined Regulations concerning ti'ade. with bloc.Uade-d 
ports, and War Orcku's. 

Tiuiusday, Odn. A Asy;A 

Seward came to my house with k'tter to St.uart., \'indical.- 
ing the course of tlu'. Treasury Ih'partuu'ut c.onc(>rning 
Trade Orders and Regulations. I upi)rov(Hl the whoky hut 
suggested that as the regulations ('.mhraeed the coal onku* 
substantially, and as Gnait Britain t.ooU ('xceptiou to that as 
pai'ticularly intended for heiy he might say that, to proven 
the absence of such intention and as a proof of the (ud.ire 
absonco of any wish to vex trade, the coal ord('r would be 
rescinded. 

Fhiday, Odd. .1. 

The President still alwent at McOlel Ian’s A rmy. 1 (‘,xiHi<d. 
little good from this visit. 

Saturday, 

Mr Harrington left this morning for Nevv-York. Ili'. is 
instructed to hasten' inert>ase of issiu'. of PoHtag(‘. (Hirrcncv 
to $100,000 per day. Expects to go to Boston in “. Miami.” 

Sunday, Od-o. f>. 

At home to favor foot. Much hethir in tlu', afbu-noon, 
and rode over to Insane Asylum to see llookiu-. Was ghul 
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to find him much improved. He said we had plenty of good 
officers, and that all the courage, alnlit}" and genius we 
needed could be found among our Volunteer Colonels. He 
then said that an aide of McClellan’s had been down to see 
him with an inquiry as to how soon he would be able to 
take the field, and ex^Dressing his confidence with hints of 
important command of armj^ moving from Washington. 
He expressed the belief that no decisive victory would be 
achieved so long as McClellan had command. 

Before starting on this visit, John A. Stevens, jr., called 
wishing me to see Col. Hamilton alxuit Texas; and 1 
asked him tobi-ing him to dinner. Accordingly both came. 
Secretary Stanton also, by accident, and Mr. Montgomery, 
}yy Katie’s invitation. After dinner, Col. Hamilton spoke 
fully of Texas— described his escape and hiding in the 
woods — said that many hundred loyal Texans were now 
concealed in Texas as refugees — declared that the War was 
a war of the oligarchy upon the people — that Slavery was 
the basis of the oligarchy, but that the perpetuation of slav- 
ery was not more their object, than the despotic i^ower of 
the class over the mass. I entered fully into his feelings; 
and promised to go with him to the President’s tomorrow. 

After he went, Gov. Morton came in and spoke very 
earnestly of the condition of matters in Indiana. Appre- 
Inmds State defeat on the Idth., and loss of all the Con- 
gressional Districts except Julian’s, Colfax’s, and perhaps 
Shank’s. Wants Indiana Regiments in the State furloughed 
so that they can vote. Thinks Buell utterly unfit for com- 
mand of the great army under him — is vslow, opposed to the 
Proclamation, and has bad infiucnce every way. Wishes 
me to go with him to President’s about the regiments, which 
1 promised to do tomorrow. 

Goto. (> — JSIomlaij, 

Maj. Garrard called to spc^ak about Morth C^arolina and 
Genl. Foster. Poster has now 3d. N. Y. Cav., and of In- 
fantry, 17., 24 and 25 Mass, 9 N. J., 2 Md., and 5 R. I., 
supported by All)emarle and Pandico Fleet, say ten gun- 
boats. Foster wants reinforcements, — several regiments 

« Andrew JaclcHon llannlton, 1815-1875. G. S. Denison gives an account of liim m 
luH letter of September 19, 1802, p.314. 
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of Infantry and another Rogimcnt of Cavalry. Maj. (rar- 
rard desires that if another regiment of Cavalry is sent, Col. 
Mix should he made Brigadici-. 

Genl. Keyes and Maj. Bannister, with (hml. (hirtield and 
Maj. G-arrard, formed our breakfast party, (iv.nl. Keyes 
spoke of the disposition in the army (Mc.Clellan, (itc.) to dis- 
favor. Kepublican oflScers. Genl. Garlield mentioned tlie 
ease of a young Repul)lioan olKecr orden^d to Kansas in 
1856, who was told ])y his Colonel that he. would not allow 
him to remain in the Regiment if he remaitu'd Rei)ul)liean. 
Genl. Keyes spoke of the ehaplain at West Point as the 
most porfeet specimen of a Northern man with Houthern 
principles he ever know, and said that wlum tlu'. lunv R(^gi- 
ments were organising undei' »reir Davis, as Secix'-tary of 
War to Pierce, eleven out of fifteen oHicers were appointt'.d 
from the South, and when he remarked upon it lu^ was ehal- 
longod to select the eleven Ix'.tter num. 

Went to Department, and with Go/. Morton to see' the 
President about furlong to enable Indiana soldiers in c.am]> 
to vote; which ho promised. Left tlie Gov(M-nor with tln^ 
President. Saw Col. Hamilton and arranged interview for 
him. Met Wadsworth and Cochmne. Ask<'d CocjhraiuH to 
breakfast. 

Genl. Cochrane breakfasted with me, and aftcu’ bix'akfast 
conversed freely about McClellan. I le said Mc^Clellan would 
like to retire from active command if he ciould do so with- 
out disgrace, which could bo accomplished and a more ac.ti ve 
General secured by restoring him to c.hicvf (command, wlnu'e 
he would now act in unison with myself. T explained 
frankly my relations to McClellan -my original admiration 
and confidence — my dlsappointiivent in his iiuuitivity and 
irresolution— my loss of (“.onfidonce and (aniviction l.lmt 
another General shoidd replace hiiU' -my constant enchMivor 
to support him by supplies and reinforcements, notwith- 
standing my distrust, when the I’residont determiiu'id to 
keep him in command — my prosoiit belief that 1 had not 
judged incorrectly, but -my entire willingness, also, to 
receive any correction which facts would warrant; and my 
absolute freedom from personal ill will, and my entire reiuli- 
ness to do anything which would insurer the earliest possible 
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suppression of the rebellion. He .said that Col. Key had 
often expressed hi.s regret that McClellan had not conferred 
with me and acted in concert with me. I replied that I 
thought, if he had, the rebellion would be ended now; but 
that 1 feared concert between us impos.sible, our views, dis- 
positions, and principles harmonizing so little. He said he 
would talk with McClellan and write me. I answered that 
I should be glad to hear from him, and was quite willing he 
should report to McClellan what I had said. 

At Cabinet, the President spoke of his visit to the Army 
at Sharpsburgh,and the battle fields of Antietam and South 
Mountain. He said he was fully .satisfied that we had not 
over 60,000 men engaged; and he described the po.sition of 
the enemy and our own — the enemy’s being much the be.st, 
his wings and centi’e communicating easily by the Sharps- 
burgh road parallel with the stream. He expressed no 
opinion as to Generalship, nor of results. 

Seward asked what news of the Expedition to Charleston? 
Secretarj’' Welles [said] the necessary iron-clads could not 
be ready in less than a month. I was much disappointed by 
this statement, remembering that ten days of a month were 
up; and said at once that I hoped then we should not wait 
for the Navy but at once organize a land force suiSficient 
to take the city from James Island. Mr. Stanton agreed in 
the importance of this, and proposed to order Mitchell’s 
and Garfield’s Brigades from the West— send Garfield at 
once to South Carolina with these Brigades and two more 
Kegiments— and let Mitchell go to work immediately. He 
said also that he proposed at once to organize an Expedi- 
tion to open the Mississippi, and give the command of it to 
McClernand. The President seemed much pleased with 
both movements — but Hallcck remained to be consulted. 
Would he oppose the President and Stanton? I thought 
not. 

I left the Cabinet with more hope than I have felt for 
months. 

At the President’s, I met W. H. Aspinwall and invited 
him to come and dine with me; which ho did. In conversa- 
tion, I enquired what he thought of the idea of selling some 
150,000,000 of Five-twenties at about the market rate ? He 
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thought it should be done hut doubted wliether more than 
9Ti could bo obtained. I said 1 hoped to get. hi) or hlU. 
He then spoke of his visit to McClellan and s<unned greatly 
to desire my cooperation with him. lie mentioned that 
Burnside had heard that I l)lam(^d him for havirig Portm* 
restored to command; hut thinks I would not if I under- 
stood all the circumstan(‘vs. 

Frioav, Ocfo, 10^ 

Went to Cabinet, takiiig Mr. Whitthvsey to I )e))art,meni. 
Found the President reading t(degrams from K(mtiu‘ky. 
McCook's division migaged with Bragg's Army on tlu', Sth, 
and hard pressed, hut was reinforced and the (memy r(‘- 
pulsed. All the corps up at night and in position. Slight 
engagement with enemy's rear guard yest(‘rday, hut main 
body retreated to Ilarrodshurg. Tins from Hindi at P(‘r- 
ryville yesterday morning. Stager P. (^hnndand tidegraphs 
another groat battle yesterday, and no mistake about viidory 
this time. This (‘.aine this morning at ten. So hojx^ l.h(‘ 
best. 

Nothing of imuth importance was disiaissivl (^X(*(‘pt Noi’- 
folk. I favored opening the port Nothing was (hnhhnl. 
Asked Stanton what he had done about Mcdllernand's Army 
for clearing the Mississi])pi, and he replhnl '■'Nothing," 
Seward said he thought something had hium doiuy and the 
President that something had been agnnvl on. it tunnnl 
out that orders for the organization of the e.xp(‘(lition had 
been given but that nothing of importance was ycd; dom^ 

Home. Signed offiidal lett(u\s and Warrants 'Directed 
Regulations of Track', with open ports to he s(mt, to Scuna'." 
tary of War. 

In the evening, Ccnl. Hunter, Maj. llalpin, Mr. (k)wari, 
eJudge and Mr. Maxwcdl of N. J., Gonl. McDowcdl, Maj. D. 
Taylor and others called. Bcdbrc dinner, Bannistc 'V <‘am<i 
about Col. A. J . Hamilton, of Texas, to Ohio, Urf^t'd 

him to have him ^yo if ])osKiblc. 

Directed 1(),()()0 Po8taf(e Currency .sent to Cincinnati. 

WATintOAY, Oafo. 11. 

Surprised to road this raorninff tiiat HtuarCs Cavalry l^av(^ 
taken ChambcrH})urg-, renna. What n(‘,xt? 
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Reed, letter from John Cochi'ane, saying that McClellan 
appreciates my support while not approving his command, 
and would gladly cooperate with and see me; and that there 
is no su))stancial difference between us on the Slavery ques- 
tion. — Also received letter from Asjnnwall a})out Five- 
twenty Loan, which he advises — He thinks 98 may he 
obtained — equivalent to, sa^-, 75 in gold. — ^Alsoa letter from 
Cisco sending a $10 U. S. Note, purloined from National 
Bank Note Company and falseU^ tilled and sealed. — Wrote 
Cisco about detective, and enclosed AspinwalFs note and 
asked his opinion. — Sundry other letters received and 
answered, — Needham (Ky) called. I accepted Williams' 
declination as Assessor Louisville District, and agreed to 
appoint Needham in his place — he to resign Collectorship. 

Genl. Hunter, Maj. Halpin, Mr. Jay and Genl. Garffeld 
(still our guest) at dinner. Maj. Halpin mentioned that 
McClellan had telegraphed Head Quarters that not one of 
the rebels who have invaded Penns 3 dvania shall return to 
Virginia. Hope it may be so, faintl^^ Too manj^ bills of 
the same sort protested for the credit of the drawer. 

After dinner talked a good deal with Genl. Hunter, who 
is very well read. Asked him his opinion of Halleck. He 
said, ^‘He has ability and knowledge, l)ut does not make an 
earnest study of the War — does not labor to get clear ideas 
of positions, conditions and possibilities, so as to sei^se and 
press advantages or remedy evils.” I then asked what 
he thought of the President? “A man irresolute but of 
honest intentions — born a poor white in a slave State and, 
of course among aristocrats — kind in spirit and not envious, 
])ut anxious for approval, especialty of those to whom he 
has been accustomed to look up — hence solicitous of sup- 
port of the Slaveholders in the Border States, and unwilling 
to offend them — without the large mind necessary to grasp 
great questions — uncertain of himself, and in many things 
ready to lean too much on others.” What of Stanton? 
^‘Know little of him. Have seen him but once, and was 
then so treated that I never desired to see him again. Think 
from facts which have come to m}’^ knowledge that he is not 
sincere. He wears two faces; but has energy and ability, 
though not steady j)owcr.” The cony(u*sation then turned 
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on Douglas, whose ai^dent friend and constant supporter 
Hunter was— also on other persons and things. I found 
him well read and extremely intelligent. 

Genl. Hunter tells me he desires to retire from the Army, 
and have some position in New York which will cnalilc him 
to resume his special vocation as Avriter for the Press. He 
says he has written lately some leaders for the “l{epu))li- 
can”, and has aided the Proprietor of “Wilkes’ Spirit of 
the Times.” 

Sunday, Odo. 12. 

At home all day, nursing intlann'd foot-reading and con- 
versing with Katie and friends. 



PART III. SELECTED LETTERS OF SALMON P. CHASE, 
FEBRUARY 18, 1846, TO MAY 1, 1861. 


To TT"'. H. Oolh'ns^‘'' Baltimore^ Md. 

Feb. 18, 1816. 

Wrote him as follows: 

“ My Dear Sm: I have, for .some time, cherished the pur- 
pose of writing to you in beiialf of the liev. C. T. Torrey 
now imprisoned in the penitentiary of your state. If I am 
not mistaken, your brother informed me that you appeared 
as Counsel against him, and tliis constitutes an additional 
reason for applying to you. 

I sh^ll not trouble you with any discussion of the nature 
of the acts for which ML Torrey is imprisoned. ^ Y ou know 
as well as I do, that by a considerable portion of our Coun- 
trymen they are regarded as deeds of mercy performed 
under the constraint of Christian obligation: while by an- 
other portion they are regarded as unwarrantable invasions 
of the rights of property. 

Whichever of these opposite opinions may be correct— I 
hold undoubtingly the first, and perhaps you hold undoubt- 
ingly the second— it is certain that Torrey acted under the 
conviction that he was doing right— doing as he would have 
others in similar circumstances do to him. It is certain 
that he is an educated and esteemed Christian minister of 
unblemished character, unless his aid to the flying slaves 
must be regarded as a blemish. I hear also that his health 
is wasting away in confinement, and that he cannot live long 
unless release! Under these circumstances, I feel confi- 
dent that I shall not appeal in vain to your benevolence to 

ft From letter book C, pp. 31. 

i> Charles Turner Torrey, 1813-184G, a graduate of Yale College and a Congregational 
clergyman, early became an active Abolitionist. In 1844 he was convicted in Mary- 
land of having attempted to aid some slaves to es(‘ap(> and was sentenced to imprison- 
ment in the penitentiary. 11c died in prison May 9, 1846. 
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contribute jour influence to liis liberation. SunOj neither 
the State of Maryland nor the individuals whose slav<'s 
escaped or attempted to escape can desire that Torrc'j shall 
die in prison among' common fdons. I'Ik', aitemt ion ol g'r(',at 
multitudes is dra-wn to the fact of his incar<'('i'a( ion bot h in 
America and Europe. Sympathy with him is deep, strong 
and wide-spread. Intelligence of his death in the Peniten- 
tiary of Maryland would cause a pang of sorrow, to be suc.- 
ceeded by intense indignation in more than a million i)reasts. 
His death would, under such circumstances, do more' against 
Slavery than all the ert'orts of all his life. 

Sound expediency, there for('. as w('ll as (lommon Human- 
ity, seems to me to rociuire. his litxu'ation. lad. ni<‘ add l.o 
you, on the score of old and I hopc' mutual is'gai'cl & friemd- 
ship, my earnest personal solie.itation for your good o(lie(>s 
in behalf of Torrej'. Hy no act can yon lay me under deep(']' 
obligation to you: and 1 am eonlident. that any oH'orts which 
you may put forth in his belialf will always he, remenilKn'('d 
by you with satisfaction. 

Please give iny most cordial regards to tlu' Doetoi' and 
also make my respects to Mrs. (lollins.” 


To ./. li. (riddhgn." 

<)(!T. ad. bS-lti. 

“My Heaii Srit My engageiiumts hav(^ Ixum such since 
I received your last letter with the i'('solu l ions that. 1 Inu'C' 
had no time to write or think as I could wish, I saw hy a 
letter from Mr. Atkins published in th(‘. (levoland Aimndeati 
that you read my letter to you at a meeting in Hartford and 
I have thought it a duty to those with whom I have acted 
for several years past to write to that pap(U' stating my ti'ue 
position so as to prevent the dissemination among liberty 
men of misapprehensions under which Mr. Atkins lahoivd 
and which it was natural enough ho should nxHuvi' from t in' 
letter unconnected with the whole correspondeiuM^. I have 
faiP. in expressing myself with as imieh elearness as I wish", 
if I have convey“. the idea to yh mind that I am i)i'(^par'‘. to 

* rrrora loiter book 0, pp. 12. UxtraoU from Uiln loUer worn iirlmoil by Sclirn'kow, 
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accede to any political union, wc^'. is not based upon the 
substantial principles & measures of the Liberty men. 
What I am willing to give up is names, separate organiza- 
tions, what I am not willing to give up is Principle & Con- 
sistent action both with reference to men & measures in 
accordance with principle. — I have no objecP". to the read- 
ing of my letter — no complaint to make on that score — for 
I do not wish to conceal any sentiments w^\ it contain‘d, 
but I fear that it was not sufficiently explicit in its terms to 
be free from the risk of misapprehension, when read sepa- 
rate from the correspondence of w^. it was a part. In rela- 
tion to your resolutions I will sa^" that in my judgm^ they 
are good, so far as thej^ go; but they do not go far enough 
if intended as a l)asis of a political organization separate 
from existing parties. If intended merely as resolutions to 
guide the action of those who adopt them in their existing 
political relations, they are certainly a great way in advance 
of any positions heretofore tak’^ by bodies of men in the old 
parties & it is very desirable to augment the number of 
adherents to them in those parties. I would except only to 
one of them, viz. the resolution relating to new states, & to 
this only so far as its phraseology is concenP. It seems by 
implication to deny the right of Congress to admit new 
states if foreign at the time into the union. I have no 
doubt that this may be done constitutionally, perhaps not 
by joint resolution ])ut certainly by the concurrent action 
of the treaty making & legislative powers of the govern- 
ment. My objection to the introduction of such states is 
founded entirely in other considerations than defect of 
power, indeed so far as any such introduction has yet taken 
plaice exclusively on the consideration of slavery. I enclose 
you a liberty creed w^\ was drawn up by me & has been 
widely circulated & everywhere endorsed by the Lilxudy 
presses. May I ask of you to consider the several articles 
of it attentively & give me your assent or dissent to them, 
severally with a brief statement of the reasons of your dis- 
sent why you do dissent —Let me state to you briefly my 
idea of the grounds w’'. in my judgmb sh‘‘. determine the 
course of an honest man in ix>liiical action in reference to 
the subject of slavery. If 1 were a whig in the whig party 
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& believed that by the action of that pacty tlie extinction of 
slavery & the overthrow of the slave power could be most 
speedily achieved I would act with & in that party sup- 
porting however for ollicc only anti slavcuy men. If I 
were a Democrat in the democr''''' party, & entertaim^d (he 
same belief as to that party as above stat.('(I in regard to the 
whig party I would act with & in the democratic party sup- 
porting however for ollice only anti slavery men. 

If I were persuaded (as I am) that there is now no reason- 
able prospect that either the whig or democratic parly con- 
stituted as both are of slavehohh'.rs & nonslavcdiolders & as 
national i)ar ties admitting no anti slave' ry article into (Jieir 
creed & much loss an'y avowed anti slavin-y measurt's in(.() 
their action can at present be relied on for cordial, infh'x- 
ible, & uncompromising hostilities to slavcn-y (!i the slave 
power, I could (& of course do) abstain from cooperation 
with either of those parties & act with & in tlu^ only party 
with w'b I agree as to principle & action in r(^lHtion to the, 
paramount, political cpicstion bofon^ the c.ountry. What 
is yb objection to this.— liecurring to your resolul.ions let 
me ask if you do not pore('/ive a great pract ical (liirnuilty 
growing out of the terms “satisfactory evidc'inad’ &c,'t You 
on the Reserve, Whigs, Liberty men, chmuxiiuts thought 
there was satisfactory ovidotice that Mr. U(t)h was hostlh^ to 
wholetheblackcodc." TheClovelaud Aim'ricangave him full 
credit for such hostility & yet in Mercer do. whereof all 
places on earth Mr. Bcbl) should have been outspoken in 
denunciation of the cruel outrages on the blacks <.*4. of th(^ 
laws which lead to such outrages we tind him most materially 
changing his gi-ound, stating as a ground for tiu* r(!j)eal of 
the testimony clause the cxpeclation of a slavehokhu- that he 
could then get at abolitionists who aided the (weape of fugi- 
tive slaves by moans of their testimony when reeajitured, & 
actually proposing a law to prevent colonmation of colored 
people in Ohio, & to that end, suggesting a law to piHWiuit 
them from holding real estate! Ho reiterated tluwe vi(WH 
at Dayton with additions. Would these Hpe(jcheH have b<H>u 


aVor an account oUheOWe, Slack laws and Uic HtrugKlc for'iliclr rcncal', hc.’ T he 
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satisfactory evidence on the reserve of opposition to the 
Black laws i 

Could he have been elected had he avowed these senti- 
ments on the Reserve or in such time that authentic reports 
could have reached the Reserve ? The effect of such a course 
as this upon the confidence of Liberty men & others in Anti- 
Slavery men acting with the whigs, however honestly can- 
not fail to be appreciated b^- you. 


To Churles 

Cincinnati, jTov, 26^ ISJfi. 

My dear Sir: I promised Mr. Vaughan, sometime ago, 
to write you in reference to the True American, but have 
been prevented b}" various circumstances from fulfilling the 
promise. I have little leisure now, but possibly a few words 
may be offered. 

You arc aware, doubtless, of all the circumstances relating 
to C. M. Clay^s^ connection with the paper. I was well 
aware of that gentleman’s aversion to editorial duty, and 
the last letter I rec'd from him before he left Louisville with 
his Company advised me that he should not continue the 
paper under his own charge any longer than was absolutely 
necessary. I had, however, no idea that its publication 
would be abandoned during his absence, or that he had given 
a discretionary power over the very existence of the paper 
to Brutus I. Clay, his brother, an open and avowed enemy 
of the movement and anxious to disengage his brother C. M. 
from what he (B. I.) deemed a false position. I am not yet 
willing to believe that INIr. C. M. Clay, in giving a general 
power of attorney to Brutus to act for him in all his affairs 
(including of course the paper) had any expectation that the 
American Avould be discontinued during his a])sence. He 
made an engagement with Mr. Vaughan^' to edit it ; he accepted 
with expressions of gratitude my own offer of assistance, 

oAll the lettcrH from Chase to Sximnor are from the Pieree-Sumner Papers in the 
library of Harvard University. 

?>Tho well known Ca.sHins MareelhiH Clay. 

<t John C. Vaughan, cf. Wilson’H Slave Power, JI, MB-lIl, 510, and Pierec’H Sumner, 
HI. 165. 
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which tusHistaiK'C, 1 h>wcv(m*, I am hound to say Mr. Vauo'hatrs 
superior ability and hud. nuideriHl totally unmausssary ; and, 
1 feel very sure that at the tinu‘, of his last, hdtiu- t.o m<^. he 
relied on the Anundeaii as a powiu-ful and indisixmsahle 
auxiliary to tlu^. ^‘reat (dfort whi(*h h<‘ d(\si^-n(Ml t.o on 

behalf of einan<*ii)ation inmuMliatyly after his red-unu 
Whether he afterward (‘hanj[;*(Ml his ])ur|)<>s(' or not I am 
unable to say. I will not heiievi' that. ht‘. did <‘X(*('i)t upon 
evidence. I am unwillino- to (a)nd(‘inn a. man who has ae.hul 
nobly, until I sein i)roofs of absolute, an<l total dendiedion. 

However, the])aper by thi^act of B. I. day is dis(‘ontin“ 
lied. But the friends of Freedom in Kmitiudvy arcMhdxu*- 
mined that it shall not stay dis<*ont,inue{L Idu^y have 
organi;^ed in Louisville and (dsewluuns and lun'i' n^sohual 
that the paper shall ^*0 on undi'.r trim ehar^u* of Mr. Vau^4‘han, 
])rovided the rn‘(H^ssary assistanci^ (‘an b(‘ had, 'ro s(‘e, 
whether this assistaium can b<» had Mr. Vau^’lmn has this 
day start(ul for the inist. I b(‘^* hniv(‘ to conmumd him and 
his obje(*,t to your kindest (‘onsi(hu*at.ion. Mr. \' is ji South 
(larolinian, and misfit, had lu‘ Ikhui willing' to iihmtify him 
self with thi> Nullitim’s, hav(‘ (xampiial almost any pi^sition 
in his native Staba II is prineiph's forhjuh^ this, and h(‘- 
afterwards removed to this <dty. Almost, from his tirst 
arrival his siuitinumts on the suhjiad. of Slavauw hav(‘ Ixam 
advandng, until h(». now stands on tin* sanu' or tuaudy (In^ 
sam(‘ platform which you (Hautpy. I bad sun^ that no man 
titter Aue iht* (nnv pl(f<Y (*an lx* found. As tlun Inr 
portanee of tlu^ [)ap(U*, it cannot well )k‘ (>\'<u*isstiuuit<al. 
There is a vast amount of antislavau'y scmtiimmt in th<‘ Slave, 
States, wliidi ro<(uires to Ik^ fostered ami dmadojHHb All 
the hill country is lav<)rable, (‘X(‘(^pt so fai* as meri' pri*ju- 
dice prevents, to Freedom. Th(^ pai)er has a vmy g*ood (‘ir * 
culation in the Slave States, It is the link Ixdwiam tli(‘ 
Antislavery sentiment of the North and South, It (armot 
be lost without great didrinumt to th<^ (auH(‘ both North mxl 
South. I trust, therefore, Mr, Vaughan ’’s <drortH will b(\ 
liberally rewarded by theenlighteiuxl Friimdsof llumanityy 
Freedom, and Advancermnjt in tlx^, Ftist. 

I do n()t olten soliedt siudi a ftwor, )>iit may I fx^g a copy 
of your Phi Beta Kappa address? I b(di(HU‘ 1 hav(^ heiaU)* 
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fore thanked you. for your dth July Oration on the True 
Grandeur of Nations, and' expressed the admiration with 
which its perusal inspired me — an admiration shared, I be- 
lieve, by all readers of the document except the devotees of 
Conservatism, falsely so called. 

Why can not the Friends of Freedom stand together? 
Why exact from me, a Democrat, addresses to the Whigs, 
or from you, a Whig, addresses to the Democrats? Is not 
the question of Freedom paramount, and is it not great 
enough in itself and its connexions for a party to stand on, 
without dividing addresses? 

I pra3" you to pardon the liberty I have taken in writing 
this to one to whom I am almost wholl}" unknown, and be- 
lieve me, With very great respect, Yours truly. 


To Oha/*Jes Sionner. 

Cincinnati, 18Ji7. 

C. Sumner, Esq., Boston. 

My DEAR Sir: I am much indebted to you for your very 
kind letter of March 12th, to which 1 should have replied 
earlier had I not been prevented by the fear of burdening 
you with an unprofitable correspondence. Your approba- 
tion of m3’' argument for poor old Vanzandt" is veiy grate- 
ful to me. I gave to the effort the best exertion of my 
abilit3^, in the short time allowed me for preparation, and I 
had collected the material for the most part previous^ with 
a view to an oral discussion. I do not suppose that the 
judges of the Supreme Court regarded the argument as 
worth much attention. I have reason to believe that the 
case was decided before they" received it; and that the 
opinion was designed for no more than a cursory notice of 
the points in the case, under the impression that it was not 
worth while to consider the views presented by the on 
Vanzandt. I trust, however, and believe that the discussion 
will not be without a salutary effect upon the professional 
mind of the country, and if so, even though my poor old 
client be sacinticed, the great cause of humanity will be a 

a On the Van Zandt case, see Schuckers’ Chase, 53 ff. 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 8 
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gainer by it. 1 send you a TU)ti(M^ of the <l(M*isi<)n whi(‘h I 
prepared for the Morn in Herald in this eity. It is hiir- 
riedaiid imperfect, ))ut will serve ])erhaps to su^'^’(\st sonx^- 
thing better to others. I hope you will give the argunumt 
of the court a review in the Reporter. It is, it siunns to 
me, amazingly weak at all ])oints. A wors(^ derision, su])- 
ported by feebler reasons, can hardly Ixh found. 

I was surprised by what you said of Judg<^ Story, I low 
could he regard the Prigg'Nleeision a,s a triuin|)h of Free- 
dom? The decision (‘-ontains, indecnl, a di(‘tun)i in favor of 
the doctrine that slavery is lo<‘<al; just as tlu^ (hnn'sion in th(‘- 
Mississippi case went upon the ground, so far as it, reflated 
to the interstate slave trade, that umh'r tlu^ (’lonst,it,u(ion all 
men are persons. But who, that knows anythitig of slavav 
holding aggression, will believe that, wlum th(Mnu\stion of 
the locality of slaver}^ comes (lire<dly in issue, will he 

more regard paid to the di<d,um of the Prigg (‘usen oi)pos<Ml 
as it is to the whole spirit of that most unfortunate (ha'ision, 
than was paid in the Vanzandt (*ase to tlu^ dcadritu^ of (Ji’oves 
and Slaughter'''' that slaves are p(n*sons. Tln^ Supnmu^ 
Court is, doubtless, eomposial of uuni of humanity who in 
particular cases, involving no g<nieral princii)l(‘ tout‘liirjg 
what 1 may call the eorporah^ intercssts o( slaveholding, 
would willingly decade in favor of the libcudy of individ- 
uals: — but they cannot be tnistcul at all whem that grcait 
corporate interest is in ejnestion: and all attcanpts to eom- 
promiso the matter by getting the court exunmitted on such 
mattci’s as the lo(*.ality of slavery, in dcH'isions of hniding 
questions in favor of the slaveholders, will bc^ found as una- 
vailing as the edorts of the Philistines witli tluar gnam 
withs upon Samson, It has Ikxmi too much tlic. fasltion, 
both among politicians and among jndg(‘S of th(‘ Frex' Staleys 
to endeavor to get the best of the bargain in ccanpromisc^s. 
They have never su<‘.ceede(l and they nevcu* will I)eHiH)tism 
admits of no such compromises. The Dcndl cannot f)(‘ 
cheated. Resist the Devil and ho will flee.’’’ Wc^ have* 
the highest authority foi* this: but thc^re is no warrant for 
expecting success in an effort to cirenunvent him, 

aPrigffrH. TcnnHylvtinia, 16 5a9. 

?>ThoCaaoof Grovos Blauglitor, l«4l, 44U. Of. IfUttlUvyof Fm^doiu 

and Bondage, 1, 147, n. 2. 
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I saw poor Vanzandt a day or two ago. He came into 
town in his wagon, and sent up his son to ask me to come 
down to him, as he was unable to get up stairs to my office. 
He was yer^" weak. Pulmonary disease had made sad work 
with his hardy frame. The probability is strong that before 
the mandate of the Supreme Court can be carried into a 
judgment of the Circuit Court the old man will have gone 
to another bar, where aid to the weak and suffering will not 
be imputed as a crime. I said to him that I could hardly 
suppose that, in view of his approaching end, he could feel 
any regret for having aided the fugitives, whose appeals to 
his compassion had brought him into his present troubles. 
The old man's eye lighted up, as he answered ‘^No; if a 
single word could restore the man who escaped and save me 
from all sacrifice I would not utter it.” And such I believe 
is the universal spirit of those who have aided the oppressed 
in regaining their freedom. 

You have noticed no doubt the case of Habeas Corpus 
before Judge Downie, of the District Court at Pittsburgh. 
The applicants for the Writ had arrested a fugitive slave, 
alleged to be such, and were about to carry him off by force. 
His cries attracted attention, and he was rescued from them. 
They were then arrested under the late law of Pennsylvania, 
which makes it a penal offence to retake slaves with violence, 
and were brought before Judge Downie by the Habeas 
Corpus. He, like Mr. Justice Woodbury held that slaves 
wei'e property under the Constitution, and that the recaptors, 
having used no more force or violence than was necessary, 
were entitled to their discharge. Thus the detestable doc- 
trine of property in man is spreading, having received the 
Countenance of the Supreme Court. Is it not the duty of 
every lover of Liberty in the profession, to do all that he 
can to counteract its vices? 

1 wish with you that Judge M’Lean had a “stronger 
backbone of Constitutional Antislavery. ” He is a good man 
and an honest man, and his sympathies arc with the enslaved. 
He emancipated one or more when he left Washington, 
leaving himself in debt beyond his then ability to pay. His 
opinions, however, are in favor of the construction of . the 
Constitution, which he has put forth in the Vanzandt case* 
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a veiy different conwtriKdion iridcMMl fi'oni t.hat which the 
Supremo CJourt has^nven in tlu^ sam<‘ (*us(\ hut which allows, 
in that case at all events, the sanu‘ practiiail r(‘sults. I sup- 
pose, however, that the military fever will (‘ui'ry all before 
it in the Whig party, and that Mr. Taylor will 1 k^ th(‘ Whig 
candidate. He is a large slavehokh'r, has a. sugar and cot- 
ton plantation — entertains tin' (lalhoun opinion of slav(‘.ry 
would 1)0 aninHexihle eiumiy of tlu^ Wihuot Proviso would 
favor a high tariff', for th(‘. Ixundit of sugar, and ])rohahIy, 
would regard with a[)prol)ation the (^stahlishnnuit of a Bank 
of the U. States. TIuuh^ is nothing in this character, which 
would make him unace('t)tahl(‘. I pnssunu' (o tin' ^"Whig 
party of the United States,’' though tin' largt'. and highly 
respectable antislavery })ortion of that Paidy would douhh 
Icvss he not w('ll pleased. Kvi'n of tJiat portion, howi'ver, 
some, would, I fear, he willing to (4ik<‘ tin' Slavi'liohler for 
the sake of the Whig, and vot(' for Slav<‘ry U> ki'i'p out 
Lo<‘ofocoisni. 

In my humble judgnumi, hovv<'ver, in tin' (‘out.ingmicy 
indicated if the l)(Mno(u*ats should h(‘ willing* (o taki' tin* 
Constitutional ground of opposition io Slav('ry, and noini* 
nate a Wilmot Proviso man who may Ix' ('onlidently r('li(‘d 
on, it would he the duty of ('vi'.ry friend of frei'dom to sup- 
port the nomination. If the I)<',moeraey can now he brought 
onto antislavery ground, they will Ix', surt' to k(‘('p tlu're 
until they clear tln\ held. 

With the gnatest regard, Yours most truly, 

P. S. I have sent sonu' (‘opi(\s of iny uigunn'ut U> sonu'- 
friends in England. It has striud\ nx' that> as you are pi'r- 
sonally aeiiuainted with many profi'ssional gi'uth'un'u tln‘r<‘, 
you might think it useful to send some (a)pies to Mu'ui. If 
BO, 1 shall tak<'. ploiisurc in semding to you as many as you 
may name. 


To Jimhua lUmfoo. 

JuNU 16 1847 (?) 

I have rec^. your letter of the (“Ah lust written in Ixdialf 
of A1 van Stewart Esep Chairman of tlu' NationaU Committee 
of the Liberty Party in relation to a proj)os(xl <*all, by th('. 



LETTERS OF SALMON P. CHASE. 


117 


committee of a Convention for the nomination of the Lib- 
erty Candidates for the Presidency and Vice Presidency. So 
far as I have been able to ascertain the sense of the Libert}^ 
men in Ohio it is in favor of deferring* these nominations 
until May or June 1848: and such also is the inclination of 
my own judgement. Upon a comparison of advantages and 
disadvantages — and the question is one of expediency onl}- — 
the balance seems to me to be in favor of that course. 
Were it otherwise, however, in my judgement, I could not 
with propriety — without different information as to the 
state of opinion among our friends in this state — concur in 
calling a Convention at an earlier period. 

I would, however, cheerfully unite in a call for a Conven- 
tion to be held this fall, to take into consideration the pres- 
ent aspect of the Antislaveiy cause, and to adopt such 
measures either by the nomination of Candidates for the 
Presidenc}^ & Vice Presidency, or otherwise, as shall, upon 
full consideration & comparison of views, be deemed best 
adapted to advance the cause of Freedom. Such a Conven- 
tion assembled from all parts of the Countiy, would best 
develop the true sentiments of the Anti Slavery masses, 
and its decisions would, probably, be received with confi- 
dence & acted on with vigor. 

Such a convention in my judgement should be composed 
of ALL honest opponents of slavery, willing to exert their 
power of the ballot for the overthrow of the great evil. 
The place of its assembling, recommended by considerations 
which seem to me weightiest, is Pittsburgh, where no great 
general Convention has 3 "et been held &> where the most 
numerous delegations ma}^ be expected from western Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky & other States in similar circumstances. 
The time should not be later than the first week in October. 
Questions of greatest importance, & all if thought best, 
might be determined ))y the majority of votes, the delegates 
from each state, or a majority of them, (tasting its votes 
eciual in number to its Electors or otherwise as the Con- 
vention itself should determine. These are lU}’’ views, 
entertained with some confidence in their correctness. I 
submit them to the approval or rejection of your better 
judgement. 

a From letter-book 6, pp. 26. 
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To John. Tluymm^"' Oot'thvidi'Uh^ N. 

fluNK i)+, [1S47. 1 

Wrote him Corthuidvill: I sun imich <)hliji(‘(i to you for 
y*”. kind letter of the 11th ult. wh. I rec.“. y('Hl,''. It always 
gratifies me to hearof the eomlition & i)rosi)(>ct.s of tliegn'at 
cause which engages us both & to be inforiiu'd of tin* vicovs 
& feelings of A. 18. men in all parts of tin* (lountry: I wish 
there was more of communion betwism our fricmds. lam 
satisfied that it w'‘. gia'atly allay j(',alousy, & insure, instead, 
confidence & the activity wh, springs from <'.on(i<l(«n<“e. I 
can echo from the heart all you .say of tin*, nuu-its of our 
excellent friend Gerrit Hmith. 1 honor him Ac love Iiim as 
a true friend not merely of human right but of luimanity. 
Sh". it become necessary for tln^ Lib. Party to nom". candi- 
dates for the P. & V. P. in & .sh'‘. In* receive thal, nomi- 
nation, he shall have my cordial & ('anu'st supi)oi't. I have 
not suffic’'. compared tlie naisons wh. may In*. urg(>d for his 
nomination, wh. may beurg<*,d for Urn nomin". of sonn* other 
equally reliable A, S. man to In*, able to make u|> my mind, 
whether 1 sh'h, if a memb. of a nomln''. (nmv". giv(* my 
voi(;e for him in prof", to (*.v^ otlu'r. Ind(*(*d, at (his time, 
when we can see so little of the ei renin", wh. must (U'ter". 
this choice, it seems to me the p". of prud(*nc<*, to note facts 
& traits of char. & reserve a final d<*.cision until the monuuit 
shall call for it. 

It seems to mo yet doubtful whether tin* Lib, P’y will 
have any occasion to nominate candidati's for the Nat'. 
EW. of ’48: I have not a doubt that Gen. I’aylor will be 
the Whig nominee, though he .says in a letter shewn me to 
day & of wh. I will send you a copy to morrow that he will 
not accept a party noiip. If he ‘he tins candidatis of tins 
Whigs or a no party candidatis, supporhsd by the entire 
body of S. Whigs & the majority of N. W'higs, the N. 
democracy will be obliged to throw itself upon A. H. groiunl. 

Even Gen. Taylor, cotton planter & sugar plantisr as he is - 
slave-holder as he is — feels, as you will see, by the letter 
referred to, the necessity of taking if not a favorable posi- 
ti on, at least a neutral one, in reference to the Wllmot 

aFrom lettor-book e, jpp, 94-yC. 
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proviso. What ground then may not the democracy be 
reasonably expected to take? Will they not he compelled 
to take, substantially, the ground of the Lib. P. ? If they 
take it, will they not constitute in part the Lib. P. — ? I am 
not prepared to assume the prophectic char’^. & predict the 
events & developments of the coming winter, but I think 
the signs of the times are such, that we ought to wait & 
observe at least until Spring: and then take that course 
which a wise & consistent regard to the grand paramount 
object of the Lib. organ^., viz. the overthrow of the Slave 
Power & the extinction of slavery in our country shall lead 
us to. The first political aspiration of my heart is that my 
country & all my countrymen may be free. This is my 
paramount political purpose & object. To attain this end I 
am content to labor & if need be to suffer. I have alwaj^s 
regarded the Lib. organization as a means to this end I now 
regard it as nothing more. I feel ready therefore to give 
up the Lib. organ"", at smy time when I see that the great 
object can be accomplished without the sacrifice of principle 
in less time by another agency. I must indeed be well as- 
sured that such other agency will be more efficient & act 
upon honest principles, but once assured of this I sh"^. 
regard the question of duty as solved. 

I acknowledge myself much gratified by the kind consid- 
eration of yrself & others. I do not think it at all probable 
that a contingency will arise in which the interest of the 
cause of Freedom will be promoted by presenting my name 
for the high office you refer to. 

I am comparatively young, & unknown & my services to 
the cause have been slight in comparison with many others. 
For these & other reasons I do not wish to have my name 
spoken of for the V. P. We have worthy men enough in 
the West, if it be desired to have a western man. *Tudge 
King or Lewis of this State or J udge Stevens of Indiana 
not to mention others w*^. fill the station with honor & 
credit. If however it shall become necessax'y for the Lib. 
Men to nominate Candidate as a distinct party, &— what 
seems to me very improbable — the contingency shall arise 
that the friends of freedom deem it wisest & best to 
have my name upon the ticket, I sh*^. hardly feel at liberty 
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to withhold it. 1 ah"^. however, oven then, coirsult iny own 
sense of duty & bo guided I trust by its udnionitions. 

I shall be very happy to hear further from you & <,o liave 
the benefit of y^ suggestions as to the vi(^ws I hav(‘ pre- 
sented as to the possible inability & in(‘X[)(vli<Mi<y of si^pa- 
rate Lib. nominations. I s(‘e the Maeedon L<)(‘.k (k)nv(m- 
tion has nominated Mb Smith & M'*. Hurritt. I semd you 
the Daily Herald of to day the loading art.ieJt' of wh 
expresses my views of the con'k and its nomination. I 
regard this Convention & the attempts vvdiicdi are mad(^ to 
make ecci connexion a politieal test in th(^ Lih. Paidy, as 
indications that the necessities of the time's will rtspiire', a 
diffh instrumentality from that of the Lih. P. for tln'< ov('r- 
throw of sla^. 

I send you a copy of my argh for Vanzandt He' is elenid 
& the spoiler defeated &c. 

Presemt to M'’. Smith wlmnyou see', liim the assurane'e's ed‘ 
my most cordial lavspect & allee^tion & helie'veH me' 


To PteMon Kh\(j^^ New York, 


ehjLV 15, 1 1847,1 

Wrote him Ogdensburgh, N. Y. I have^ no xvanon to 
suppose that you know anything more of me', than what my 
argh for Vanzandt last winteu* maele you acepiaiute'el with, 
& perhaps 1 am unwise iu writing yeni tins letter. Still as 
I think it may be the itmans of some good to our e‘ountiy & 
the character I have heard of you indu<*(',H me to believe', 
that you will treat my eomnuinicatiou as made's in strle't con- 
fidence I will procec'd with what I have’s to say, e>nly ob- 
serv’g that I shall bo glad to hear from you in reply & that 
you may depend on my making no other use\ of y^ ledtor 
than that wh. you expressly autliorizc^. 

You are not ignorant that many of the Anti slavery me'u 
who have heretofore acted withthei Lih. Party are^ preparenl 


HlHtory of the Liberty aud Free Soil I'artioH in the North Wont, 
101, for this action of the “ Ijibcrty Lou^fue,” 

m7, 1849-185^ At this time a leader of the “JJarntniruer” wIhk of the New York 
Democrats. He became a EepubUean in 1864, and was (lultod Htates Hemitor 1867- 
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to support IV right of y'’. State for the Pres^'. upon 

Wilmot Pro. gr"^., understand by that term not merely the 
exclusion of Slav^'. from future territorial acquisition, but 
also a return to the line of policy marked out for the Nad. 
Govb by the Ord^ of “ST, by putting the example & influ- 
ence of the Govh on the side of Lib^\ insteaa of the side of 
Slav^. I am persuaded that very many Whigs of the west 
shall have these sentiments & that sh^. the Whig Party 
commit itself to the suj)port of any Slaveholder — even of 
Gen. Taylor, Mb Wright may be elected to the Pres^. by 
the votes of the Free States alone. 

If there is any prob^'. that Mb W may be the candi- 

date of the Wilmot Prov. Democ^\ for the Pres^. it is now 
very important to ascertain his views. The Lib. Party will 
hold its nominating Convention in October, and if no candi- 
date of the other parties can be relied on for a Arm though 
temperate & stri(*tly constitutional opposition to Slav^., 
they will doubtless nominate their own candidates & adhere 
to them with unanimity: whereas sh‘*. Mb Wright be likely 
to be a candidate upon the grounds I have indicated, a vast 
number of them w"^. feel it to be their duty to give him 
their cordial support. 

For myself I sympathize strongly with the Dem. Party 
in almost everything except its submission to slaveholding 
leadership & dictation. I cannot abide the crack of the 
whip, but if the Demo. Part}’' takes independent ground, & 
follows boldly the lead of its own principles, then I am will- 
ing to give to its nominations my humble support. 

1 was shewn yesterday a letter written by a gentleman, 
represented to bean active politician of your State & claiming 
to be possessed of the views of the Great Man of New York,” 
meaning Mb Wright. This writer informs his correspond- 
ent M'‘. Taylor, the Editor of the Signal, that Mb W. is pre- 
pared to I’ender important aid to the election of Gen. T. & 
suggests the (‘onnection of Mb W’s name as (*an. for the 
V. P^. with that of the Gen. as can. for the P^. I can 
hardly imagine that there is any ground for this represen- 
tation. If Mb W. be willing to accept such a position, he is 
not, of course, the man to be the leader of the Democracy 
of the Country in the impending struggle with the Slaveh*^. 
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Aris^. & its suppoitca-s North A. SoiiUi. Surely sucli a l(‘ad- 
ership is a far more honorahh'. i)osit.i())i (.liiui a iiominatiou 
for the V. Presidency upon any vvliat('v(',r. 1 have 

misconceived the charactc'r of M''. WriJ^•hi. if In^ do(‘s not, so 
regard it. And it does set'in to me that if (in' N. Dimioe-''. 
will but maintain th('. ground, wliieh you I'i olilx'rs nuirkc'd 
out first last vvintcu', its suc.ec'ss will nol, l)(^ l('ss signal than 
its position will he. gloidous. 

Astoden. 'P. I have reason to know him to lu' as lioiiest 
as he is brave; hut he is certainly not a democrat in our un- 
derstanding of the word or in any proj>er undersl^uiding of 
it: and it seems to me. that it w"'. he nothing short of sui- 
cidal vanity, to indulge, the (‘xp<‘ctntion f.ha.t a man in his 
circumstances with his eoniu'xions can ('V(‘r he r('li(Hlon 
as a friend of the Wilmot Proviso or any imaisuia'. a(. all an- 
tislavcry in its charae.ter. I shall h'el.mnch obliged by tlu' 
favor of an t^arly reply & iHunain 


2h (!}u(rlrn 

thNOINNATI, 

Mx DEAR Sir: I am not sure whetlu'r I hav(‘ writliim (o 
you since I received your a<lmirabh» lecture on WhiU* Sla- 
very in Barbary. I read it with very great phaisurc' and 
instruction, and in order that others might be profited and 
delighted also, I have sent my mite to the fund for puff ing 
it into the hands of all tho professional num of N(“w Kng- 
land. 

Have you ever thought of tho subject of (Ihristian Sla- 
very as connected with thi: Crusades? In your liands ifs 
^pabilities would be well proved. That was an intei'csl- 
ing scone at Daniietta, when tho Christian Slave's tmd, tlieii- 
Crusader Deliverers. 

I send you by this mail a very accurate, though soim^what 
too favorable, report of Mr. Corwin’s lat(\ specie, h at Car- 
thago. I also solid you, enelosod, a clip from the Herald, 
quoting the Chronicle’s account of Mr. tlorwin’s attack 
upon the Abolitionists. Thisiiartof Mr. Corwin’s speech 
pleased the proslavmy people, here,abouts, more than his 
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censure of the war offended them. It pained me; for, 
though I was well aware that Mr. Corwin formerly sympa- 
thized little or not at all, with those who adopt an anti- 
slavej^y construction of the Constitution, and proposed to 
carry their construction out by a s^^stein of practical meas- 
ures, I did hope that his late experience had taught him 
})etter, and that he was prepared to occupy high and inde- 
pendent anti-slaver}" ground. He is where he was, how- 
ever, and there I must leave him, until he comes to a better 
mind. 

And now what is the true policy of practical, do some- 
thing antislavery men? Shall we stand apart Whigs, Dem- 
ocrats, and Liberty men, and neutralize each other? Or 
shall we unite? I am for Union. I care nothing for 
names. All that I ask for is a platfoiTn and an issue, not 
buried out of sight, ])ut palpable and paramount. Can we 
not have such a platform — such an issue? 

You mentioned in your letter of March last that the Con- 
stitutional views presented in the Vanzandt argument might 
be a basis of political action. They present what seems to 
me a fair and unexceptionable construction of the Constitu- 
tion,^ — its true theory as I verily l)elieve. Why cannot we 
all unite upon them, and so for the practical measures 
thence resulting, Wilmot Proviso, Slavery abolition in the 
District, and the like? 

We shall hold our Liberty Convention in October. I 
wish sensible Anti-Slavery Whigs would be there. I shall 
try, with others, to have the nomination postponed until 
Spring or early summer. The presence of such Whigs and 
like-minded Democrats would aid this result materially: 
then, with the developments of the winter recommending it, 
we could form a powerf\d party of Independents in the 
Spring. 

You have no doubt seen my name (‘onnected with the 
Liberty nominations this fall. Of course holding such views 
as I have expressed, I could not myself accept any nomina- 
tion at this time; and should nominations be posponed until 
Spring I am strong in the faith that a more available man 
will then be found. 
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I am much obliged by your kind at-buiUons to my [)ar(,ncr 
when in Boston. 

Always glad to hoar from you, 1 sluill b('. parl-ioularly 
pleased to have an early answ<*r to l.his. 

Very truly your friend, 

B. S. — Did you notice the. revi(‘\v of (In' decision in t lu' 
Vanzandt case in the. last luunlx'r of tlu' \V(‘s(.. Lawdouriml 'f 
It was written by a young lawyt'r her(‘ of gr('a(. pi'oniise. 


7h !•/(•.'( SlUIIIK'l'. 

(hNIUNNATI, DtV. ;i, I,sjf7. 

My DEAR Sir: Several mouths hav(' (dapsisl sima* 1 nwM 
your last valued Iett(>r, and the (U'.lay of my answer lias not 
been occasioned by an indiffermice to your corn'spondi'nci', 
far from this, --but by a consciousiH'ss that 1 could wri(.(' 
nothing of particular int(>re.st to you. Within tlu' last few 
months however much has occurred, of dis'p intm-est to the 
friends of Freedom and Frogn'ss, and it smmis to he tiiim 
that some beginnings should be made towards a, mutual un- 
derstanding in regard to the best course to Ixi jmrsued 
during the approaching national canvass. 

It was a great blow for Lilmrfy and the Right that struck 
at Herkimer. « The (Conventions of both Fartic's in your 
State, — the Old Bay State to which we wen^ wont <.o hxik 
for examples of devotion to Freedom, had repudiaUxI tini 
only measure, which, during the last (puirtei' of a ctmtury, 
has been brought forward successfully in ('ongress, of an 
anti-slavery character. 'Fhe sluggish diipths of Hervilism 
apparently without Soundings wen*, stirred for tin* (irsl 
time since the triumph of Slaveholders on the Missouri (^luss- 
tion, by a bold and decided movement for the arrest of 
westward progress of the (Ireat danse. The Wilmot Pro- 
viso, carried in the House by an overwhelming majority, 
failed, in the Senate, -sad to say through the folly or 
worse of a Massachusetts Senator. Ten jxilitical liv'es of 

a The maw meeting of Anti-Slavery DemocralK, Oelohi^r 2(1. See Slii'iiard’s Vatl 
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ten John Davises, spent in earnest efforts in the best direc- 
tion could not compensate for this half hoards mischief/^ 
The Slaveholders, startled b}" the sudden outburst of Free 
Sentiment, recovered their equanimity, when Congress had 
adjourned without adopting the proviso. At the next ses- 
sion, the Sentiment in favor of the proviso had visibly lost 
strength. Carried in the House, it was defeated in the Sen- 
ate. Returned to the House, it was lost there. Embold- 
ened, by these events, the Senate took more decided steps. 
In your State Convention the Proviso was smothered. Mr. 
Secretaiy Buchanan wrote his letter. Mr. Vice President 
Dallas made his speech. Who will bid highest for Southern 
votes? was now the question. The votes of the complaisant 
North were thought to be safe-secured by the bonds which 
Party gives to despotism. The S^u-acuse Convention met, 
and the Proviso was smothered there. A ticket of Anti- 
Proviso men was nominated, and the faithful were called 
upon to stand by the Party nomination. W e felt the effect 
of this in Ohio. The friends of the Proviso were discour- 
aged. Few, comparatively, — except the old Soldiers in the 
Antislavery warfare who with Spartan valor and in Spartan 
numbers have carried the Liberty banners through two 
election conflicts, — could be found who were willing to 
pledge themselves, come what might, to the Cause of Free- 
dom. In this state of things, came the clarion call for the 
Herkimer Convention. I thank God that that call reach('>d 
the hearts of the people of the Empire State! They rallied 
to the Convention. They repudiated the Syracuse Servil- 
ism. They resolved that the Wilmot Proviso — the stone 
which the builders rejected — should 1)0 made the head of 
the corner. The election followed. The Serviles were 
overthrown, and the Country was saved. 1 may be greatly 
in error, but I know of no event in the History of Ihirties 
in this Country, at all approaching, in sublimity and mo- 
ment, the Herkimer Convention, or rather the great move- 
ment of which the Convention was the most signal, visible 
expression. I think there can now be no doubt that the 

a Referring to the prevalent belief that Davis’s speech in favor of the Proviso at the 
end of the session was so long that n<) time -was left for a vote. Cf. Von Holst, IIT, 
287-289; Henry Wilson, Slave Power, II, 17, seriously questions whether the Proviso 
could in any case have passed the Senate. 
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Proviso is safe in Ohio, with hotli paii'u's; nor <‘ati I Ix'lievo, 
that it can be successfully opposed in (Ionjj;-r('HS. 

But what next? Is there not jyreat d!in‘f('r t,ha< (he fri(».iuls 
of freedom may bo tricked out of the fruits of tluni- la()ors 
by dexterous management of tlu' Presichmtial ('anvass? 
Will not a groat efl'ort be made to keep both partii's togetlu>r 
upon their old platforms? Will not atte.mpls he mad<', to 
select men who will bo ac'ceptabh', to the Blav('hold('.rs, and 
in their attempts will not love of odiee get the, ascendancy 
over love of country, and secure tlu' nomination of a (h'v- 
otoe of Slavery or at least a worse man, a (lompromist'r? 
Great efforts are being mad(^ I am w(d! assured to bring Mr. 
Clay out as the candidate of the Whigs, llis frietuls hope 
to manage the Taylor movement so as to mak(^ it <'ontril)ute. 
to this result. On the other liand tluf I)('iuocracy s('(Mns to 
be looking towards Woodbury and Cass ehiedy; (‘illu'r of 
whom, would, I presume, give any de.sired ]>l(ulges (,o tlu' 
Slaveholders. There is, indeed, a very eot»Hi(leral>l(' opjio- 
sition to those men; but, I fancy, il. is hardly ])ovverful 
enough to secure for any other p(U’.Hon tlu' ehoiee of (Ju^ 
party. I have heard, of lute, indeed that Woodbury’s d(‘ci- 
sion in the Vanzandt cjwe has gained for liim th(\ favor of 
Mr. Calhoun, while General Taylor’s response to th(^ signal" 
letter’ ha.s shaken the, contidence of the Iku'iMdualisis in him. 

In this .state of things what is he done? ( lannot n gr(',at 
Convention of all Antislavery men he held at Pitlsluirgh, say 
next May or Juno, atvd put a ticket in nomination, wliic.'h 
will at all events rc<;eive votes enough to <airry tlx^ nomimit'S 
into the House, with a reasonably fair prospc'ct (hat the 
choice may fall on them, and, at all events, with a very good 
prospect of their election by the people in 1 have, a 

good deal of faith in a movement of this kind. In the. hope, 
of aiding it I went to the Buffalo Convention and urgC'd a 
postponement of the nomination. In that I did not succi'ed. 
I feel quite confident however that the nominees of that < Ion- 
vention will not stand in the way of Huc.h a movement. I 
declin^ its nomination for the Vico P’y, partly that 1 miglit 
be at liberty, more efficiently, to promote it, though you 


aWritten from Monteroy, Moxioo, May 18, 1847, to tUo wlltor of 
who naa urged the nomination of Ocuoral Taylor, April lU 1847 
Register, July 8, 1847, p. 288. ^ 


tho clutsinnaU Hlgiiai, 
UlKprluUid In Nikw’ 
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will readily (*onceive other and very sufficient reasons, why 
1 — wholl}^ unknown, and, out of m3" profession, wholl}" inex- 
perienced- — should decline such a nomination. Such a move- 
ment shall have, of course, m3" best efforts. I think there 
are multitudes, — I ma3" be too sanguine — 3"et not active who 
will aid it. What do you and those friends who act with 
you think of it ? 

I send 3"ou b3" the mail w"hich will convey this a number 
of the National Press, which contains three articles which 
will interest 3"ou. In your last you asked as to Judge 
M'Lean’s position. One of these articles defines it, and, I 
am warranted b3" what T have heard from the Judge, in 
saying it defines it correctl3L Another of them is an 
account of a rec‘-ent slave case, tried at Columbus. The 
report is a good one. The verdict astonished most people. 
The motion for new trial is continued till next term. Will 
you make an abstract of the case for the ‘^Reporter”? 
The other arti(*-lo is Mr. Cary’s Speech against the War. 
Is it not strange that a gentleman who makes this speech is 
a thorough Calhoun man on the Subje(‘.t of Slavery? 

Very trul3^ and faithfully your friend, 

. Did I ever mention my wish that some copies of the 
Vanzandt argument might teach some of the legal minds of 
England? Will you be kind enough to aid in the accom- 
plishment of that wish? 


To Tticoroa' 

ClNOlNKATI, JiVn^y, 16^ li%S, 

My dear kSik: I tak<‘. great pl(^asur(‘- in introducing to you 
Mr. L. A. I lise, tlui author of theaccompanv ing note. I trust 
it will be in yoiu* power, to comply with the recjucst which he 
makes, in Ixffialf of th<^. ])eriodi(‘.al of which hois Editor. A 
bold and clear exi)osition of the present relation of parties 
to each other and the republic could not fail to be useful, 
and I know of no one to whose hands such a task could be 
more safety confided tlnui to yours. I believe it is the pur- 
pos<'. of the publisher to make compensation for articles fur- 
nished, but at what rate I am not advised. 
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I have had it in my mind (.o wrih'. you on (h(\ f> n',a(, topics 
in which we both -fcol so deep an interest,. 1 hope (,o l)e aide 
to do so soon. I read with {freat .satist'aetioii tlu^ ehxpient 
appeal of your State Committee to tiie Peojileof Mas.sacdui- 
setts. We have f^iv'en a response not, wholly unlit, I t,ruHt, 
by onr State Platform. 

With the truest r<‘j>'ard, Faithfully your friend, 


To ('luirfrtt Tliuiiih'r 

CiNIUNNATI, FfJn'Uftri/ I'K 

My TiKAK Sir: It always givesme ap-nml, (hail of pleasun', 
to hear from you; l)ut 1 was more than ffratilied by your 
last lotti'r. 1 thought 1 saw in it anaugairy of approaehing 
union, among the true and earnest lovm-s of fiau'dom of all 
parties- -a union which eviwy patriot and philanthrojiist can- 
not but carne,stly desire. For mysel f, 1 care not, un<h‘r what 
banner the rally may be, so that the lianner hear biasing- on 
its folds the inscription of Fri'edom; nor shall 1 t,hink it of 
much moment by whom it may lie boriu'., so lu' b(‘, at, all 
events, a true hearted champion of the Right. How st range 
it is that such an union has not aliTiuly tieen foimu'd was 
not long since formed! How it is possilile that such fa(‘t,H 
as those stated by Mr. Palfrey in his SpiHudi and he gave 
only a few liy way of sample' not, at all treating the mon- 
strous bulk —can have lieen known to Northern men and 
non-slaveholders, and yet stirri'd up no fevi'r of indigna- 
tion, I cannot understand. Unless indi'ed 1 adopt the humor- 
ous solution of your downcast poc'i, Ilosi'a Biglow, wlm 
says in one of his inimitable lyrics: 

Wo bogin to think itn nator, 

To tako Haroo and not ho rllod, 

Who’d (‘xpoot to 800 a ’ (m (or, 

All on ooml at holn’ hlh^d? 

Your overtruc description of the fate of honest, anti- 
slavery men in the Whig Party, devoted to ]>rivale assault 
and assassination— suspected, slandered, and traduced aj)- 
plies just as strongly to the antislavery demoeiiits. I believes 
it was Euripides who said-- as Milton translates him: 

Thoro t‘an lio Hlaln 

No aacriftco, to tho (lodn tuoro arooptahlo 
Thau an uuJuHt and wickod king*. 
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The converse of this is certainly true. There can he no 
more acceptable sacrifice to unjust power— the unscrupulous 
slave power — than the immolation of an earnest &> defiant^ 
friend of Freedom and the Right. And I have heard demo- 
crats complain [of efforts^] made to ruin them in public 
esteem, and cut them off from all hopes of political advance- 
ment, with an emphasis not less strong than your own. 
But what remedy for such grievances, except by independ- 
ent action? How can we expect that the people will sustain 
us, or that demagogues and serviles will fail to combine 
against us, defaming our characters, impairing our influence, 
depriving us opposition, and, what is greatly worse, thwart- 
ing our best purposes, unless we give them to understand 
that we can get along without them, if they choose to get 
along without us — that our principles arc as dear to us as 
the loaves and fishes of office are dear to them? Once let it 
be understood by politicians, that no candidate for office 
can receive the suffrages of antislavery men, who does not, 
in some reasonable sense, represent antislavery principles, 
and parties will not dare to fly in the face of antislavery 
sentiment as they do at present. What a figure the Radical 
Democracy of New York will cut, if after resolving and 
resolving upon the absolute necessity of adherence to the 
Proviso under all circmmstances, they shoxdd, after all, go 
into the Baltimore Convention next May and acquiesce in 
the nomination of Cass or Buchanan or any such man? 
What a figure will Autislavery Whigs cut in acquiescing in 
the nomination of Taylor, or Clay, or any other slave- 
holder, who gives no clear and unequivocal evidence, that 
he cherishes any antislavery sentiments? 

I have thought much of the best means of concentrating 
antislavery effort. I confess I have not yet seen any clear 
lino of action. The most eligible 1 have thought is to 
assemble in National Convention, in June next, say at Pitts- 
burgh, for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
state of the country, and adopting such practical measures 
as may be then judged most expedient. My own judgment 
inclines to the opinion — strongly inclines to it — that should 
the Whigs nominate a candidate for the Presidency who 

a Conjwitural. Torn in MS. 

H. Doc. 46 L, pt 2 y 
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will take decided ^ro\in<l aj>fainst tlu' <^xt.('!\si<)n of slavery 
into territoricH lioreafier a(*x|uir(Hk siuli a ( l<)uv<Mdion should 
give such a candidah^ its siipixn-t. ''rin* saitu' itK^asure 
should be applied to the, I)<unocratic‘ nonnuat ion. Hhould 
both parties nonihiate men, not to la* d(*p(Mul<Ml on for siuh 
opposition to slavery extension, then su<‘h a (ionvtuition 
sWild nominate a eamlidate of its own. 

I have no cxpc'ctation whatever thati (ouKU'al ‘‘Paylor will 
take any decided ground u])<)n any (jiiestion. Ih' will (mu-- 
tainly take no ground -"Unl(*,ss h(M'lumg(\s all his habits of 
thought, all his sentiments, and all his |>r<\jiidi(‘(‘s against 
the extension of slavery. (}en(*nil Taylor is \MU*y strong in 
the South. 1 was at St. Louis and at. Lonisyilh' a few wia^ks 
since, and had an opportiu\ity of hairning sonudhing of the 
feeling of the western southwestiuai s1hv<* Slat(*s in ndation 
to him. He will swe(‘-p tlnmi if a eandidatt^ lilo^ a (oriia<lo. 
But T am not able to s(u\ any (‘onvimnng indi<‘a,( ions of his 
strength in the North an<l North W(*st, 1 s<a* ratluu- signs 
which satisfy me that if la* ree(dv<*s the nombnitit)!! of (he 
Whigs, it must be Ix'cause the Wliigs of tln^ North and 
Northwest sae.riticH^, tludr inten^sts, tli(‘ir honors and tlu'ir 
duties, to the ambition of party suiaasss. As to Mr. (lay, 
he might properly nua^ive tin* su|)por( of antislavm’v nuui 
if hewoxild come out un(a|uivo<ailly against (Ih* luximision of 
slavery, and in favor of a (V)nveution and some naisonahh^ 
plan of emamdipation In Ktniitueky. I have no faith, liow- 
over, that lie will do this, though I <lo not d<s»m it <(uite 
impossible. 

You say ‘^if fludge MT./i^an eould la* indu(*ed to tuk<‘ any 
practical ground against the exUmsion of slav<n’y 1 h‘ would 
ho a popular candidate^! You may r(‘eoll<Hd. sonudliing of 
a^letter from Oolumhus last fall whudi appc^artal in tln^ Lnu 
That letter contained a statement of Judgt^ posi- 

tion as understood by the writer, ami it wjis (lus, that; the 
Wilmot Proviso, its to all hwritories in whidi shivmy does 
not exist at the time of ac([iiislti<)n, is in the', ( hnst-itutiem 
already. A resolution of (longress may deelaiM' tin* prinei- 
ple and legislation by Congress may il.s application; 

but neither resolution nor legislation is muKled to (^stahlisli 
the principle. It is in the Constitution, ^rhe piirag^raph of 
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this letter containing this statement was shown to Judge 
M’Lean and apj)Toved Tyy Kim. I had a conversation with 
Corwin ® and I regretted to find that he did not sympathize 
with or concur in these views. So far as 1 could discover 
he had no definite, considered principle or opinions on the 
subject. He thought it best to avoid the question, b}" 
opposing territorial acquisition, but if it must come, then 
secure freedom by legislation. 

Under all circumstances I cannot but think Judge M’Lean 
to be all togethei- the most reliable man, on the slavery ques- 
tion, now prominent in either party. It is true he does not 
fully agree with those who are generallj" known as anti- 
slavery men. But on the question of extension of slavery 
he is with us, not only on the question of its impolicy and 
its criminality, but also because he believed such extension 
would be a clear infraction of the (Constitution. Add to this 
the constant and familiar association with antislavery folks 
in his family and among his friends, and his known aversion 
to slavery itself — an aversion so strong that when he quitted 
Washington, although in debt, and comparatively poor, he 
emancipated his slaves, when sale would have produced the 
means of discharging all his obligations. I regret very 
much the decision of fludgc MHcan in the Vanzandt case 
and believe he fell into groat error; still on the pressing 
issue — the extension of slavery, he is wholly with us, and 
in general sentiment on slavery questions, nearer to us than 
any other statesman of either of the two old parties. He is 
not against the Proviso — on the contrary ho is in favor of 
it. He thinks it however is inexpedient to weaken the 
strength of the Constitutional position against slavery, by 
introducing a specific measure of legislation against it, under 
present circumstances, when its defeat in the legislature or 
its veto by the Executive is (‘-ertain, and such defeat, in the 
general opinion, would take away ('.very obstacle from the 
introduction of slavery into new territories. 

I understand from Mr. Vaughan, that the Boston Whig 
has given a different statement of Judge M’Loan’s position, 
from the one I have just set before you. You may depend, 
however, on the fact that mine is correct; and I leave you 

«FirHt part of namo tom out of MS. From tlio final Hyllablo, 'win, Corwin is 
coujoctiircd. 
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to jud^'c whothor I am wron^* in thinkin^^ that. Uu‘ nomina- 
tion of M’Loan by Iho Whi^ ('onviMbion wonid Ix^ (,lu‘ most 
substantial triumph of antislavauT \vhi(^h has laam adiicnaal 
this centin-y. 

I thank you for yourolfm' (o (unmlulx' a (‘(AV (‘opias of the 
Vanzandt ar^unumt in \V<‘stminst<*r Ilall. I stmd you a 
dozen for that purposo. I la'iid your addiH'ss on Ka,mo and 
Glory with very ^'riMit phaisuro. 

Forgive this lotig and Ixdic'AU' uny KaithfuIIy your 

friend. 


Tit ('harliti Si(tHKti\ 

(hN<’INNATl, /SJfS. 

My 3)KAR Siu: With this I send you our calk tlu^ hater 
inviting signatures ))eingsigmMl by men of all parti(‘.s most 
Whigs. Would not a similar movenmmt in ohl Massaelm- 
setts 1)0 better than inatiful nssolv<‘s and imudi aelioni I 
hear that a call for a Fr(‘e Soil (k)nv<‘n(i<m (National) may 
bo expected from Washiiigton, from uamda'rs <d Gongn^ss 
of all parties. May (bxl so dispost^ their minds. d1ie fth 
of July would be a glorious day for th(‘ assemblag(^ of sueli 
a Convention. 

I have had much conversation with Judge M'lanui sima^ I 
returned from Washington. If the Whigs will not uomi^ 
nate him, all will he well. is (nnphati(^ally right on (ht^ 
Free IV.rritory Question, near<‘r riglit than ariv ho promi- 
nent man of the ohl parlh's I know, on maity <dh(M*s; aiul 
right on principle and not from irnpulstss. 

I will be glad to hear from you soon. 

Very truly yours, 

Did I send you those eopu's of the Vaiizandt arguuumt'( 
I have actually forgott(Mu 


To (HmtifH 

OiNaNNATI, /rV^rV. 

Mr DEAK Srii:^ A long time havS slipped by sir^ee I had the 
p easure of hearing from you. ] hope you have not mused 
my name from your list of correspondentH. 
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I send you an article of mine, which I think states some 
important facts which ought to he much more generally 
known than they are. If you agree with me in thinking its 
statements important, will you take the trouble to get a 
place for it in the Boston Whig, with such a notice of it as 
will attract particular attention to them. 

Our Independent State Convention will we expect be 
largely attended. Should the Whigs nominate Taylor or 
Scott we shall have proba])ly a preponderance of Whigs, 
])ut should they nominate any other free state Candidate, 
not a military man, the majority will pro])ably be demo- 
crats. I think the Country would go unanimously for 
M’Lean, but unanimously, for no other man. 

The action of the New York Democracy is manful and 
noble. I hope for much good from it. 

Very truly your friend, 


To ITon, SaioK K He^oall^^ 

May 27 , [ 1848 .] 

W^rote him Boston’' 1 rec‘^ 3 msterday yh favor of the 
20th inst, advising mo that the Committee on the case of the 
Washington Prisoners have selected mo as one of their 
counsel. Please say to the Committee that my services are 
cordiall 3 % at their disposal: but I can recieve no fee in a case 
of this kind. The prisoners at Washington are hardly more 
interested than are their fellow citizens at largo in the great 
(question which must govern the determination of their case. 
I have for some years, entertained a clear opinion that 
slaveiy in the distri(*.t of Columbia is unconstitutional — a 
manifest violation of the letter & spirit of that instrument— 
No man can hold another as his slave in District, with any 
))etter warrant of law, than in Massachusetts. Other con- 
siderations make this (‘.ase one of. pccxiliar interest to me. 
My fii’st anti-slaveiy impressions wore received in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. It happenc'd to me to be concerned, 
though then a youth, in drawing up the celebrated petition 

a From lottcr-book (5, pp. 139. Baniuol E. SewaU, W99-1888, a lawyer in Boston; was 
one of the fournters of the Now England Anti-Blavory Society and a generous sup- 
porter of “ The Liberator” in its early days. 
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for District Knuuuupation (.<> ( in 

I was first adniitt(Ml to th(‘ hai-n in ilu' v(m\v (V)uri in whu^b 
the Prisonors arc to ))c iri<'d, & by tin' V(nnM’a)>b‘ who 

now presides there. Thus the i>rineij)l('s in\n>lv(Hh the 
nature of the ease, the pliKU'. of trial, tin' court, all eoiunir 
in persuading uie to acc'ept, as I do, your itndtation (.<> ren- 
der what aid I may not more to tin' prisom'r than to tln^, 
sacred cause of Ooirstit.utional Lilx'rty, in (‘on junetion with 
the dlstingiilsiuHl getdh'nu'n, with whom your (‘lioi{*(‘ asso- 
ciates me 

With gn^at respect, c^. r('!gur{h 


To John I \ lldh ." 


.hlNK ir>, [IN-IS. I 

My deau Sir: I have iw.". si'venil l<>t(vrs rroin.you lately 
for which I feel {greatly ohlijj;(>d (<> you, 1 can appreeUU^e M i-h. 
Hales unwillinjfiiess to trust you out. ht‘re in [he west-: for if 
weoncogotyou among us you will find it very <rtfUctdt to 
got away. Still I hoiw'. that you will <‘oin(' I'i hring lu'r with 
you also. Mrs. Cliase, vvho.s<s graiulfather was out' of tlun 
oi'iginal proprietors ol (lin<‘inuiiti tV;. who herself was horn 
in Missouri, & has iievu'r heeu ('ast of (’ohmilms, will Ix^ 
very glad to luakci proof to her of the <iualiti('.s of W('sU'rn 
hospitiility. 

In reforonce to Slavery in the Uistried. of (loluuibia I 
have made up my mind after ladng sonu'wlmt t.ronhhxl, in 
a legal^ way, with the didiculty you r(>fer to. I found it 
impossible to resist tin*, eonvic.tkm that the getieral ruh' l.hat 
the laws of ceded or coiupiered terrilorii's rcmiaiu in fore(. 
after coercion or conqiwwt must he (lualilh'd with tlu- limita. 
tionthatHue.h laws he not ine.ompatihh^ with the fuiulumental 
law or poliey of the ae<piiring state, in otlic'r words, that 
such laws bo not such a.s tbo h^gislatun'. of tlie aequlring 
state is itself incompotont to enact. I s(^rld hennvith an 
article of mine on the subject which states my vicvws with 
tolerable clearness. 


EreT-Su Paitv IMl .iwiiij oiu.U.liU.. t..r <.t (hr 

EreesoR Party 1S62, Uuiu^lHtuto. Siinatiir ISW.lSnSj lu Hlinin IWIft IMS hi 

connection ,vlth the contente ot this Irttor Kart'H ()l3, Mft. 
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The signs of the times seem to me auspicious. The N. Y. 
Democrac}^ will certainly remain firm. We had a tremen- 
dous gathering of the people here last night in opposition 
to the nominations of Cass & Taylor old & tried whigs & 
young & enthusiastic Whigs & firm & consistent democrats, 
with Li]>erty men took part in the proceedings. If a popu- 
lar candidate with any fair prospect of success could be 
brought out on the Free Territory platform we would have 
a fair chance of carrying Ohio. 

I rec'^ a lettci* to day from Mr. Hamlin of Cleveland, who 
says that nineteen out of twenty of the Whigs of Cuyahoga 
refuse to support the nomination. Our meeting last night 
sent a dclegah^ to the Utica convention & we shall en- 
deavor to cooperate with the New Yorkers. I shall never 
cease to regret that the Liberty Convention at Buffalo last 
fall nominated when it did, or that you deemed it your duty 
to ac‘(*.cpt the nomination. I remonstrated ag* it in the Con- 
vention & out of it, for I thought I could foresee something 
of what has actually taken place, & I wished you to go into 
the senate as an Independent Democratic Senator, occupy- 
ing veiy nearly the same relation to the Democratic Party, 
on the Antislavery side of it, as Calhoun on the proslavery 
side. I felt certain that in that event the growing opposi- 
tion to slavery would natuially find its exponent in you and 
that antislavery nam of all parties, in case both parties 
sliould prove false to freedom would concentrate public sen- 
timent to nominate a non slave holder favorable to Anti 
Slavery principl(\s: but 1 wanted to be prepared for the con- 
tingency which has a(‘.tually occurred. Your nomination by 
the Liberty Party, although in yb letter of acceptance you 
stated v(uy frankly your real position, has identified you 
with us & (‘.ompellcd you to share the undeserved opprobrium, 
whi(h has atla(h(‘d to many of the noblest names of the 
land, & whi(h, I fear, may not bo dispelled until death shall 
remove all indii(‘ements to Slander. Jt is very true that 
your senatorial career has attracted the general admiration 
of all tnu^ licartod [patriots] men, and, 1 verily believe, that 
if N. Y. democracy would now place you in nomination all 
obje(‘lions would disappear and this state could be carried 
for you. 
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But they are afraid to do ho, ou iua'xnint of tlu', juU^antage 
which would ho tak(Mi of thw luoveiiuMit by the. Hunkers, 
advantages which could not he taken had you not i"ec‘'. the 
Liberty nominnation. PorhapH I am wrong in my (\stiinate of 
the influence which the fact of yL nomnintion. asourt 'audidatc' 
will have upon the a(;tion (of) Free ll'rritory men coming 
from other parties. 1 shall Ixi very glad if they will nm<^t in 
General Convention and nominafe you. I hop(>a.fall ev<nitN 
they will meet in General Convention, and ag-nn* if possible. 
But .suppose they nu'-et. Suppo.s(^ the N. Y. deniocrae.y, 
about to aHscmble at Htica, calls a National (tunumtion of 
all who arc willing to go into the Battle for Free Territory 
under the Hemocratic Banner whattlum '^ Wouhl it lult 
be expedient for you to write a letter to Mr. Lt'vvis the 
President of the State Liberty Convention, state, your 
original position as a Democrat that lidelity to your dmn- 
ocratic faith compelled you to assume, with your I ienumratie 
friends in New Hampshire the position muv occupied so 
gloriously by the New York Democracy, thal, you d<', si re 
most earnestly the union of Freemen fo'i- tln^ sake, of Fn^e- 
dom, withdraw your name & urge thos(v who put you in 
nomination to attend the convention there eulh'd & gov- 
ern their action by its decisions? Then if that eonvcud.ion 
should nominate you all will bo well; if not, you will In^ still 
in the feenate, where you can do good s<u‘vi(H' to tlu^ ('ause 
and await events,— and after the adjournment, ))y your elo- 
quence before the people, [you wLllj be a most important 
auxiliary in the near at hand campaign: 

Our iree Territory Convention will, 1 think, n(>minate an 
electoral ticket to support the nominees of th<> Convention 
called under the auspices of the New York Democracy, if 
such a convention bo called—otherwise to vote for you’. I 
shall send you a paper containing last nights proceedings, 

1 have conversed with Mr. Lewis this afternoon. He 
has had an interview with Judge King who is V(‘ry anxious 
for such an union as I mention. I have also a letter from 
him to the same effect, which I send herewith for your p('- 
rus^al ajing you to return it. You oh, served 1 supiiose, 

Judge Ks name among the signors to our Free 'rerritorv 
call. 



LETTEES OF SALMON P. CHASE. 


137 


To Charles Swinner. 

Columbus, June 20^ 18 J8. 

My beae Sie: I thank you for the few words of cheer 
3^011 sent me on the 12th. I rejoice greatty that Massachu- 
setts is moving. But you will need hrmness and courage 
Tayloi-ism is furious, and would crush all dissent if it had 

tht‘. power. a few Independent Whigs met together 

to express their dissent from the nominations were 
fairl.Y ^^clled out of their room of meeting. At Cincinnati 
drunken Ta^doiites from Kentucky tried their best to break 
up our meeting, and failed onl}^ because the mass was so 
large that the}’' could not move it. Taylorism is conscious 
of treason to the Free States, and those who have bowed 
the knee arc enraged at the prospec'-t of losing their reward. 
But r verily ])elievc that the tocsin which is now gathering 
the Freemen of the North to the battle of Liberty, rings 
also the knell of Slavery. 

Our CJon vent ion has just commenced its session. A large 
delegation from almost every Congressional District is in 
attendance. Croat (mthusiasm and fixedness of purpose are 
manifested. The deh'gates from the lieserve sa}" that if a 
suitable free States candidtUe is named, theKeserve will give 
him 13,000 majority over Cass or Taylor and will try hard 
t ) roll it up to twenty thousand. 

I have no knowledge of Judge M’Loan’s position. I 
hardly think he wdll feel at liberty to accept an Independent 
Nomination, having suffered his name to go before the Whig 
Convention. But Ik’s may. lie is now at Detroit, but will 
return to C/incunnati soon. 

I suppos('. the New York Democracy will nominate candi- 
dates of their own; but possibly they may yield to the 
representations which have beem made to them and invite a 
General Conference or Convention. 

As things stand I think our Convention will nominate an 
electoral ti(‘/ket, and invite a National Convention to assem- 
ble at Biiffalo, say on the 1st of August. By that time we 
shall know who are for us and who are against us, and be 
prepared for advised (?) nominations. For myself I am 
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well content with Halo and content also to lake any lit Tuan 
who will represent our vunv's and coiuanitrale. a lar^vr suf- 
frag’e, i£ anj^ care for Frcedonn KrtH‘ dV.rritoi*i(‘S, and Fr’ee 
Labor. 

Corwin, as J feared he would, lias Ixnit the kn<M^ and 
received the yoke and i»‘oes for Taylor. 

Yours faithfully, 

I will advise by letter to Boston tomorrow of tlu'- furt-lun- 
action of our Convention. I hope'. Massae.hus(d.ts will Ix' 
well represented at Butlalo. 


To Beahury lUiHon^ (n'atoju (hn/Hiy. 

dui.v II pTSI. 

Dear Sib: You are W(dl awarct that in polilh'al atd.ioti & 
opinion I have differed wid(dy from you; but I hav<' 
you the same credit for sincerity of (‘,onvi(*t.ion ct. hoiussty of 
purpose which I desire^, for myself. Tlnna* is a (luestion on 
which we do agree - or ratluu* om^ c.lass of (jiiestions. I rt'» 
fer to those (‘-onneeted witli slav(n*y, I am siu‘<'s thali you ar(^ 
sincerely opposed to slaveiy and to its domination and ('X- 
tention & to the injustice of the Black Laws. ( )n the ground 
of this agreement hetwcHui us, 1 (hvsirt^i to support you for 
the office of (rovernor: laying out of view for th<^ pr<»sent 
three questions on which we differ. TIkuxh ar(^ thousands 
who share this desire with me. But yk i)r(‘H(mt anomalous 
position in regard to (Jen*. Taylor, if nominat(‘d will vo)npF 
us not only merely to withhold our suff' rages from you: but, 
to nominate a Candidate who not only agixH^s with us in op- 
position to Slavery & its Kxteniion, hut also iii o[)position 
to candidates noniimitcd under the dictation of the frhmds of 
Slavery & its extention. Such a (*andidut(^ wc, Ixdiiwi* (bmk 
Taylor to be, and cannot (x)nsent to giv<^ our suirrag<\s for 
any GenFk, however worthy in other respi^ets, who d(H^H not: 
take a distinct position in opposition to his (dection to the- 
Presidency. 

. rtProm letter-book 6, pP. H9. Hcabury Ford, ok^cdod «*ovonioror Ohio In 

1K48 and served 1849-50. 
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Should 3 "ou come out in opposition to Gen\ Taylor as 
thousands of the truest whigs in the State have done, you 
will receive a more enthusiastic support 1 believe, than any 
(‘andidate for the Gubernatorial office has ever rec"^. in Ohio, 
and I shall l)e greatly disappointed if you ])e not triumphantly 
elected. If you come out for Taylor, you will rec®. the sup- 
port of hardly any cx(*ept T\vlor men. If you preserve a 
neutral position you will lose votes from both sides, and 
cannot in my judgment, ])e elected. It seems to me that 
the path of duty c‘,()in(‘id(‘s with the path of safety. 

I trust you will pardon my frankness, J am really desirous 
to know your ])osition. 1 am even more desirous that you. 
may tak(^ a position whi(‘Ji will warrant me in giving you a 
cordial and jc(Mi1ous support. 

If you have pr(vs(‘,ril)ed no rule of conduct to yourself 
which f()rl)i(ls an answer to a communication like this, I shall 
1)(^. gr(Mitly inde])ted to you for a re])ly, directed to Colum- 
bus, wheiH', I shall next week in attendance on the Circuit 
Court. You may iHvst assunxl that no use shall be made of 
it, other than su<‘h as you may yourself permit. 


7b AV/ County. 

CiN'‘\ myC. 9 [1<U6\] 

My dear Sir, I yrs of the 0th to day, &‘as I shall 
be obliged to leaver the city to attend the Circuit Court at 
Columbus on Mklay next & shall be nuuli engaged in the 
meantim(‘. 1 an’* it at oiu-e.. In regard to State Policy, which 
the Free l)mno<‘racy should ado])t, I think it of groat 
importance, that it should b(\ in the tirst j)lace, truly Demo- 
(‘rati(‘, and, in tln^, second, well considered & generally 
approved by our friends. Niuther your views nor mine 
may be fully uud, y<d, if tlu^, general principles of the 
policy adopted be sound, I do not doubt that we shall 1)oth 
be satisliecl, approximation to particular opinions is all that 
can be(^xpe(d;ed in (he d(‘-tails of a general plan. 1 agree 

.a From Uaior-)><>ok (1, pp. KH). Fll Nloholw was a workor lor CIuiho in the Ohio 
H(uuitorIal <‘U‘(!tlon, wiih-li rmiUod, a,rU‘r u conU'Ht of ucurly Uiree inonULS, iu (ihaHc’H 
eleclloti, \m. S(‘e llnrCH ChuHO, 10:1-112, and T. (3. Snxith’H History of the 

Uhertyand Fnn^Soll Cartles, 100 175. 
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that the advantages of a paper currency, securely based 
upon & promptly convertible into specie, are such that 
there is no reasonable probability that its use will be dis- 
pensed with. The great problem then is to make it safe 
and deliver it from the monopolizing control of corporations 
& favored individuals. I am wedded to no particular plan. 
Let us have the most efBcient. The most prominent objec- 
tion likely" to be made to yrs., is that it makes the Govern- 
ment of the State a Banker. I have been accustonn^d, 
myself, greatly to distrust Government Banking: l)ut I 
have neither time nor place to state my reasons now. 
When we meet at Columbus we will talk the matter over. 

I am much obliged to Governor Shannon for his kind 
opinion of me, & cordially reciprocate his good will. I 
think, however, the times require, — and such I am assured 
is the opinion of the friends of our movement in our own & 
other states, — in the Senate of the United States, from 
Ohio, a man, who thoroughly understands <fe will steadfastly 
maintain the whole platform of the Free Democracy. I do 
not know but Governor Shannon is such a man. If so, 1 
shall witness his elevation to any station which the Legisla- 
ture or the People may confer upon him, with unfeigned 
pleasure. For myself, I have no aspirations for the office 
of Supreme Judge. I have devoted eight of the best years 
of my life to one great object — the overthrow of the Slave 
power and slavery by Constitutional Action: and I desire 
no position in which I cannot efficiently promote this lead- 
ing purpose. On the bench I could' do little for it;— not so 
much, I think, as I can in my present position. 

Nor do I desire to be considered as a caoididate for any 
other place. Some of our friends have been pleased to 
think I can be of use to our cause in the Senate; and men of 
other parties have said that, in the contingency that their 
strength in the Legislature shall prove insufficient to elect a 
candidate of their own, they will be satisfied with mj^ elec- 
tion to that body. I am not weak enough to found any 
serious expectations or aspirations upon these views and 
expressions. I look upon the election of myself or any 
other Free Soiler as a contingent possibility — nothing more. 

I trust that the Repi'esentatives of the Free Democracy in 
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the General assembly, will act when they meet at Columbus, 
with the patriotic wisdom & independent firmness which 
the crisis will require. Upon all the questions which they 
will be called upon to decide, as virtual arbiters, between 
the other parties, I hope they will manifest strict impar- 
tiality, and decide then, without bias, as their own conscien- 
tious convictions demand. In selecting their own candidates, 
for whatever public stations, they should inquire not 
Whence is he ” — nor With what party, did he act? but 
Will he, if elected, promote most efficiently the interests of 
our cause? ” and For whom can the suffrages of our fellow 
members be most certainly obtained?” It would be affec- 
tation in me to say, that I should not be highly gratified if 
the choice of the Free Soil members in the Legislature 
should fall on me, and that choice should be approved by a 
majority of their fellow members: — for I do believe that I 
understand the history, principles & practical workings of 
the Free Soil movement as thoroughly as most men, & 
nobody, I presume, will question my fidelity to it. If, how- 
ever, that choice made on those principles should fall on 
another than myself — upon Giddings, Root, Swan, Hitch- 
cock, Brinkerhoft*, or any other of those true-hearted & able 
men who have so nobly sustained our cause during the re- 
cent struggle — no man will be more prompt than I to con- 
cur cordially in it or more desirous than I to see it confirmed 
by the Legislature. What I wish to have undei'stood is 
this, — I do not any office: — much less do I damn any. 

I do not even desire any, however elevated or honorable, in 
which, while discharging faithfully its general duties, I can- 
not efficiently promote the cause of Free Democracy: — ^but 
should our friends have the power & feel the disposition to 
place me in a position, in which, while so discharging its 
duties, I can so serve our cause, the rej)roach of ^‘sinister 
motives” — the cheap missile of malignant detraction — 
would have as little influence in deterring me from accepting 
it, as similar attacks have had on my past action against 
slavery. No man, I trust, is more sensitive to just blame 
than I: — few I am sure are more indifferent to censure felt 
to be undeserved. 
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CliNCnNNATl, IHJfjH, 

Mt dear Sir: Thanks for your w<‘l(*ouu‘ and chooring 
letter. It is truly grateful to me to fcHl how r(\sponsive to 
each other are our judgments and sytnpaih’u^s. Our struggle 
is ended — only for the present, I would say ratluM', it is just 
begun, did not the r(‘<a)lle<‘tions of <Mght years of (dfori, amid 
difficulties and dis(*.ourage,m<mt far fonnidahh' than any 
which now encom])ass us, e.arry \w Inwk to a much (audier 
date of the beginning of the ('!ont<\st than many assign. 
The Buffalo Conventioii of IX4S, and tin' moxa'immts which 
immediately issued in that, I would <*all tin' Ix'giuning of 
the end. I think that now, through tin' twilight, of the 
present and the mist of the futuiM', tin** end may l)e discov- 
ered — at Icavst 1)y eyes armoinbal with faith. 

You have fought a glorious battle in old MasHa(duis(dts. 
Young Wisconsin, alone, <*an <‘laim e(|UHl honors with you. 
You have had to contend with loiig-si'aied prejudices array('d 
against our Presidential nomin<'(' and against tln^ over- 
bearing money power of the Ijords of the Looitn Under 
the cireumstances, you hav(‘, I supj)()S(^, <'<piaU(‘d if not 
exceeded your own most sanguirn'. <'Xpectaiions. W<'. are 
looking now, with great anxiety for the result of the s(n*,ond 
trial in the District of Judge Allen and our nobh'. Palfri'y, 
Most earnestly do I hope that Massaidmsetts will Innjor 
herself by sending those tvm' sons to rt'pn'scmt. lu'r in the 
next Congress. She and Liherty will maul them tlu'r('. 

Here in Ohio we did not do luair so vv(‘ll as \V(^ ('xp('<‘te.d 
not near so well as we slnmh I have done Inul t.lu' vot.(' bec'n 
taken immediately after the Butfalo C<>iiv(n\tion. Many 
causes conspired to diminish our vote. The principal w(‘r(', the 
general impression, that the contest was iK'twt'cn J'ayl^^^' 
Cass, and the idea, uneeasingly disseminated, t.hat (h'lU'ral 
Taylor would not veto, would, in faeJ;, favor tiln^. Wihuot 
Proviso. No man labored harder to produei' tluvsci impn^s- 
sions than Mr. Corwin. lie travers('d th(' whole stated, 
speaking to large assemblies and to small, at tlu^ priiudipal 
points and obscure villages, saying ('verywlu'n^, 

Gen. Taylor will not veto the Proviso’’, and endeavoring to 
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convince the people, by his stories of Gen. Taylor’s action 
in reference to the Seminole negroes, that he was, in fact, 
a man of antislavery opinions and sympathies. Whether he 
succeeded in convincing himself I don’t know; but certain 
it is that he exerted a mighty inHucnce in checking the 
development of anti-Taylor sentiment, and in persuading 
many who had resolved to oppose the Philadelphia nomina- 
tion, to come out in favor of it. All this operated against 
us in two ways. Wliile Mr. (!orwin succeeded in detaching 
two or thiHH^. votes here and two or three there from the 
Free Soil Cause, s(vjuri ng them for Taylor, the very fact of 
the d(^,f(‘ction of these votes induced more or less of those 
who had resolv(‘d to with-hold their votes from Cass and 
giv('. tlunn to Van Hurcm, to forego their determination and 
to fall back into tlu'ir old ranks. This process, placing us 
))etwe(m tlu^ upper and the nether millstone and diminishing 
our forcic, by ev(UT tium of the wheel, was carried on very 
act<ively for sev(U*al weeks pr(Mu'ding th('. election; and 
thougli W('- did all we (*.ould to counterwork it, yet, being 
s(‘atter(ul over a larg(^ bu-ritory with hardly any pocuniaiy 
resour<“‘.es atid a very imperfect organization and little or no 
mutual (‘.oticert or cooperation among our Committees or 
spee<‘hes, all our (dforts did not avail much. The battle is 
now <)\u‘r and !S('nator Corwin and his co-workers have the 
satisfaction of having (juicdly rediUH'd the Free Soil vote, 
without any otlun* nssult than that, (whi(‘h the Free Soilers 
have prcdicbul (wtn- sin(‘.e- the nomination of Taylor), of giv- 
ing the electoral sudVage^of ( )hio to ( Jeiuu'al Cass. Whether 
Senator (Corwin has shared in tlu^ impression he has endeav- 
ored to make upon tins p<H)pl(^ I do not know. One thing is 
(‘.ertain; h(‘- has lost (mtindy tln^. conlideiuu^ of the sincere 
and eanu'si antislavuny num of the State. The very men, 
who eight months ago wen^ his warmest friends— in fact his 
only reliabh'. and fast friemds in the State are now converted 
into his most dcHudial and stern opposers. They still admire 
his taUmts and (^shunn his so<nal (pialitii^s, but they no longer 
nvspect Ids priii(‘iph‘s. 

The I’csults of tin*. eonl(‘.st leaver us luu’e in Ohio, in a 
peculiar position. 4’he ehadion of Taylor makes his sup- 
porters anxious that tiudr pronuses to the people in his 
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behalf shall })e, in sonic cIc^tcc, k(‘-pi. Slioiild h(^ v(',to the 
Wilmot Proviso or conduct his administration so as to indi- 
cate disfavor to it, wc may look for another riA'olt, amon^^ 
the Whigs. On the other hand the dedeat of (kss has 
secured the last link that bound a larg<^ nuinlier of Deino- 
— in fact a groat body of tlnun in this State to t,he Sla;v(‘, 
Power. They have no longer any bond of union in their 
old organization. The spoils are goiu^ and tlu'. South is 
gone. Under these cir<uinistaiua*,s many of tlumi luv. turn- 
ing a wistful eye toward the liuHalo Platform, and 1 should 
not be greatly surpris(vl if the(‘,oming winter should wiin<\ss 
aunionbotwemithe old Democracy and th(‘- Fnu^ Dinnom-acy 
in our Legislature upon tlie ])rin(‘.ipl(‘.s of our Platform. 
Already such a union is fon'shadowivl by th(‘. toiu^ of t.lu', 
newspapers, and the course of events in tlumiortlun-n part 
of the State. Should it take pla<;e in any considerabh' sec- 
tion of the State it must pervadi’i the whoh^. In th(‘, L(‘gis- 
latun', the Free Democrats tog(dh(U* liavi^ tln^ majority; and 
they may unite in th(‘< idiadion of a simator; though this is 
more doubtful than their union in future <‘onti‘sls. Wludihm* 
this union takes place, or not and it <^an only tak(^ phu‘e. 
through tlnuidluvsion of theold Dmnom’ai’y to om^ priuejph^ 
the course of the Fria^. Democracy it. sinaus (o me lies (diau* 
before them. Th<‘.ir path, no hsss of safety t han of honor is 
straightforward. They hav(‘. no <‘hoi<*<\ (‘xec^pt shanudul 
deredietion of prineipU', or hold an<l nssohiti^ p(*rseve‘.ran(*(‘. 

This is tru(‘ of evmy otluu' State as it is of Ohio; and I 
am glad to sia^ that the ehoiia^ of our frimuls (‘Vcuywlnu'i^ 
seiuus to b(‘. already lnad<^ NowIkuh' do I ohsiu'Vi*. any 
indi(‘.ations of wavnuung' or ndre^at. 

I agree with you that it is of gn»at, iinportanci*. that an 
address should he issued to the Peoples of tln^ unitin emhrac' 
ing the topics and indicating our futuri‘. courses as suggested 
by you. It will he ditlj<‘.ult to g(T any (Udegaiion appointed 
by the State Ckmimittee, to jirepare such an aildnw. It 
seems to me that your suggestion that it should h(^ issued 
))y the Free Democrats in (kingress is a good one; or 1 )oh- 
sihly, it might come, with as much {dhud, from the Free 
Soil association of the Distihdi of (lohiml)ia, having been 
prepared with the advuo and <*oncurr(m(te of our friends in 
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Congress and out of Congress who may 1>c gathered in 
Washington at the commencement of the session. 

Our own State Convention will he held on the June, 
when we shall doubtless issue an address to the People of 
Ohio, and define our position on questions of State policy. 

I shall be very glad to hear from you frequently. Our 
former correspondence and your published writings had 
taught me greatl}^ to esteem 3 "ou; and our limited intercourse 
last August was sufficient to make me feel towards you the 
strongest sentiments of friendship. Is it not Cicero who 
tells us that the strong ligament of friendship is “ idem velle 
et idem nolle'’ ? And is not this the tie between us! At 
any rate 1 claim your friendship by this title and shall hopci 
that you will manifest your allowance of the claim, by 
writing me as often as your engagements will allow. 

Faithfully and cordially yours, 


To TJ. iS. Colli Ohio, 

ClNGiNNATt, Jan liar If /6', 

Mr DEAii Hamlin: I have had my supper, — I have donin^.d 
my dressing gown & slippers; — my wife is ])osidG me in our 
snug dining room; — everything is comfortable around me; — 
and I am writing to a friend in whom I repose full confi- 
dence. At this moment 1 cannot find it in my heart to in- 
dulge a single unkindly or uncharitable thought toward an}^ 
human being. To be sure, I do feel as if a certain individ- 
ual, who rejoices in the initials S. , might ])e a good 

deal better employed, than in political navigation; and some- 
times find it difficult to supimess a rising sentiment of indig- 
nation against him, when I think of his preposterous folly 
in venturing to have opinions of his own, & even, what is 
scarcely credible, daring occasionally to acd upon them. 
But with the exception of the slight distur1)anco occasioned 
by the conduct of this individual the c-iirrentor my thoughts 
flows quite smoothly tonight. I wish you were here to sit 
down & chat with me. IIow pleasantly W('- might contrive 
to dispose of an hour or two! 

But 1 can easily imagine your a(‘-tual situation, — not half 

H. Doc. 4t)i, pt 2 10 
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SO ])lo,asnni as mine— sitting* in Ihc Standard odico, at the 
long' piiu'/i tablo, S(‘<ril)l)ling* some. Kdiiorial for ilie paper 
p(M'hai)s a d(‘fen(*e of Townshend & Morse,- -])erha])s a gen- 
tl<‘ hint to our amiable fritmd (Iballee. Well, I am sorry 
for you, If wishes could ‘■‘'exeetite iluMns(‘lv(‘s'^ as the 
ras(‘ally slav(dK)lcltu‘s who ])resid(' in the Supnmie (lourt of 
Uhh Uuiled States say of the fugitive', (dause in the (Constitu- 
tion you should have a nice large cuslnom'd haitlu'.r lil)rary 
(‘hair, with the (v.isit'st (lowing gold ])('n, and tlu' bla(‘.k('st ink 
and tlu' (iiK'.st blue wove ])aj)('.r, a briglit (Ire', a warm (‘.arped,, 
and all the e'teedras which e‘oulel make' an e'ditorial sanctum 
att raedive and eh'lightful. ''Pheui you should have^ a plent iful 
income (‘oming in like the tide's into the Bay of Fundy, and 
a long, long list of faithful })aying subse'ribers, constituting 
a congiTgatioti that the Pope and e've'rv e'ditor, you know 
/.s‘ an infallible' Pope', might be', proud to pre'ae'h to. But I 
can almost (aiu'y you exedaiming 'hStopI Stop! What ov the 
fe'llow afte'r'^ Dex's he want to driven me' to suicide by re- 
minding me so ruthh'ssly of tlu^ vast difre're'.nc.e' be'tween the' 
ich'al &> Hu's aeduair' and so I wdll stop; for I want no sucdi 
re'sponsibility on my shoulde'rs or <‘.onscie'n<‘.e‘. 

I suppose you see the True Deumn'rat re'gfularly, and of 
course', liave notieu'd the (‘.ourse of Briggs towards Town- 
slu'ud, Morse' & inysedf. The objeed* se'e'ius to me', plain 
(‘uough. If heM'un ('lit Townslu'ud & myself down, teu*- 
rify Morse' into unhe'sihiting aeaiuiese'e'nce iute^ the'. eU'.cisions 
of the^ Whig FreH'soil (hueuisthe eourse will be h'ft e'le'.ar, 
he', thinks, for the luuduw.ked sway of Fre'e'. Se>iliHm of the^ 
Whig stamp. But I think lx’s must (ail in \m re'-edconing. 
Ilee'Htined, I he'lieve, hurt Townshe'.nd or mysedf, ne)r do I 
iitmgine's that his threats or menacing intimations will have 
mue'li edleed; on Morses I fe'.ed, howewer, a good d(‘,al of so- 
lie'itude^ to know whether Mb Morse' maintains bis indepe'.nd- 
ent position. I shall be', nuurh elisappointeul if luwloe's not. 
To rt'ct'dcs now would be worse than lu'.ve'r to have taken it. 
Hem is it with our good friend, Mb Van Horen? .Is be rev 
garde'd now as an Independent Fre'e'. Soilen* or a Whig FreHc 
Soih'r? 

tiKdWMrcl K, Utunllti \vim n iiunnlM*r <»r from oUi(i, lit* ^vhh an 

anltnii \vorkt*r r(»r CUanis and at UiIh tiau* was Urn etlltor of an anU-Hlavcry i>aiK'i’ at 
(‘oliunhuN, tin* Ohio Standard. 
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I do wish tluit the Free Soilers h\ the Legislature could 
unite on the only practical basis of union. That is let the 
Democratic*. Free Soilers, & the Whig Free Soilers, and the 
Inde])endcnt Free Soilers (which terms I use for distinc- 
tion’s sak(^ only) meet together and (‘onfer freely on the 
course best to he pursued in every case of importance. 
At these meetings let mutual and perfect toleration be exer- 
cised by each towards all the rewt, and let everything which 
Is done or spoken be undcu' the sc^al of the most sacred con- 
hden(*.e. If th(\y can after a comparison of views find a 
ground on which all cian stand hoimstly & in good faith, let 
Ihcun take’s it and maintain it no matter who may be bene- 
litted or injured by it. If they cannot find such aground 
l)ut, after the best elforts to rcadi it have failed, they find 
themH(’5lv(Vs, in c.onsecpience of honest convictions, influenced 
or not influei\ced by former ■[)artiy associations, unable to 
agrcM^ l(^t each taki^. his own course, with perfect respect for 
the others an<l with (ixed determination not to ascribe or 
even indulge the supposition of improper motives. Of 
course su(*h (‘.onhu’ences of Fn^e Soilers should allow the 
attendance of none, however antislavery or personally wor- 
thy, ex(‘.e])t those who ado])t, in good faith, & without 
reservation, th(‘. National & Slate Platforms of Free De- 
mocrae.y, and have fully made up their minds and openly 
avow(‘d their (h^lermi nation to a<‘t permanently in & with 
th(‘. Party orgaiTu^od upon them. I (‘.an think of no way so 
well eal(*ulatc<| to prcnuuit discord and se(uirea mutual good 
understanding as this. I do not know wludJier (won this 
way is practi<‘ahl(^. 

I hav('. this itionumi, (Tmvsday IM M) rec/^ your k^.tter ana 
thank you for it. Vaughan has written a reply to Briggs 
for the (flevtdand True l)(uno(‘.rat. It does not put the 
action of Morse & Townshend on the true ground precisely 
l)ut I think it will do good. It does more than justice to 
nu’i. Vaughan I am glad to find, agrees with us as to the 
prima faci(^ right of Pugli & Peinn^ and thinks the division 
clauses should f)e r('ipeaj(*(l I do not tliink he has consid- 
ered the (jimstion as to the luu^onstitutionality of the law. 
I am glad Riddle propos(Vs to introduce a hill to repeal the 
(dauHcs. It is th(\ riglvt thing to do at this tim(% and he is 
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tlu^, man to do it. It. will ndUndi cnMlit. on him, and 
do nmcli s(n‘vi(‘o to Townslumd Mors(‘. I r(\i»*r(dt,(‘d to sec 
B<‘aA'<M’"s nnnark that lh(‘ division (dausi's of i.h(‘ n[)portiom 
numt law not. h(‘. n^jaadod whil(‘ th(' First (list. vi<‘t. ivmains 
disframdiisi'd. ''This will do no ^ood. Tlu^ tni(‘ ([lU'stion is, 
^Ms tlu‘. n^xaU rijL^’ht.r' If it is, it. rant, lu' don(‘ too soon. 

1 would writ.o to Randalh ))ut 1 did writ(‘ to him a. IVw days 
siii<a\ on th(‘ subjiad. of th(‘ ( J<)V(n‘n()Fs Hiduim, as fricmdly a 
l('tt.(M* us I (*ould & took <»’r(ait. pains luna' c'v:. with friimds 
(ds(nvlun*(^ to scd. his action in that inatt(‘r in tin* most favor- 
ahl(' point of vimv. Hut 1 have luaird not.hin^' from liiin, 
c'ii doidt. wish t.<y scann to for(‘c a (^orrespomhmeo on him. 
Suppose you (ind outs as you (aisily <’nn, why h(‘ dont wrih^'^ 

It s(anus to m<‘ that, you must. (‘(Uta^ out. in dcdViua'. of 
Towuslamd & Mors(U and I am not. surcs that, justita* do(‘s 
n(d. riapiiiH' a frank statonumt of tin* whoh'. action in (’oluim 
l)us, n^sullin^' in llu^ virtual ('Xpulsion from tin* (*au(‘,us of 
all tin's I )(miO(n*ati{* huh^pcunhmt Kiaa* Soihu's. 

I havi* uo tinn* to write furtlnu* without losin< 4 ‘ tln^ mail 
I am v(‘ry ^hid your (aai^h is h(*ttt*r. 


7h K 

(hNcUNNATU Jiiinitirif /t\ AVfs' 1 

Mv UKAH IIamuin: I wrote you yi'stcu’dny a h'W words in 
n'ply to yours of the Hit In 

Vaughan has written to tiriggs. taktvs up my dtdcnme 
tpiite \n (airn(‘sl. and v(‘ry giuterotisly. Vtm will S(‘e Mat- 
thews deftmee of Morse At- Townsheiul in tin* (floht', made 
upon my sugg<‘stion. Thd Kni of this vv(H»k will I ('xp(‘<d. 
<amtaiu anotlnux Whilt' I am thus active hi having tlu'se 
genihnmm dtdVinUMl, It do{‘s setnti to ims that a litth’i miglit 
Ih^ done in tlu’i sanun way for nn*. Hut, pmdmps, it is tlnniglit 
.silema'i is my In^st dehnna*, and that my (diaraeler will takc^ 
(auarnif itstdf* Perhups this id<‘a is (airreet; hut.» 1 <amf<*ss, 
it galls me a litth* to s(a‘ smdi insinuations as (liat of Briggs 
&> others oti tlu^ Ih^serve, go witlumt. any antidoU’s wliaitwana 

I do not know wlmi to say in ladVianua' to ttie jHip(U% I 
d(Mtot think it advisable for you to haive until aftesr the 
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Senatorial Kle(‘.ii()iL unl<\ss you ha,ve ^-iven up all expectation 
of such an issiu' of that as we hav(v desired; and, with my 
limited means of information I se(^ no reason as yet to 
despond. It strik(\s mo that, if the printing of the House 
cannot he secured, th(‘, most advisal)I('. course would be for 
Mb (larrard to borrow (mou^li to carry on the paper til] 
spriii^-, when you (‘.ould o-o out and raise means, with what 
aid 1 and otlun-s c-ould ^‘ive, to pay oft the de})t and make 
everything- strai^*ht. Just at present I am Iw the most awk- 
ward ])osition possi))leto a<d for the paper. After the Sen- 
atox’ial Khu-tion, wlu'ther th(‘. <*.lioi<‘G falls on me or another, 
f can act mor(‘ eflundmtly, and you nuiy rely on me, in every 
('venk to flu‘. (‘-xtent of my ability. 

I will asc(U‘tain th*(‘. state of f.hin^i»-s with the Cincinnati 
(Jlolx'- and l(*t you know. I should Ix'. d(di^-hted to have you 
h(u*e, but do not S(m^, how you (-ould be spar<al from Colum- 
bus. P(U*hat>s how(‘,V(u‘* we c.oidd find sonu^ one to fill that 
])Ost, and you could Ix', tlxu-(' in fhe winbu*: (\s])ecially if you 
can lx‘- ehxded to ih<'. Pr(‘s. of th(‘. of P. W. 

I am not. <'(uiain that Whitman o(*(uij)i(‘s the attitude you 
thiidv h<*. d(x\s. Would it not be well for you to call on 
him, and as(xu’taiti his vi<ovs. will, I am (X)nlid(mt, mcid 
you fraidil}^ arid fairly. 

IIow <lo B(aiV(U-, fJohnson, L(H‘, & Chaffee fexd towards me 
now'^ Tlu^v w<‘-r(‘, v(‘ry savag-e^ afbu- th(‘. election of Speaker; 
and, p<‘.rha])S, fix‘y had sonx^ r(‘ason in as much as they had 
no warning- of tlu^ purpose of (hi. Morse & Db Townshend 
to vot(‘< for Br(‘slin, and suppos(xl 1 was instrumental in 
k(x 4 )in^- that purpose* from them. 'Tlx’-y W(U‘(^ ([uite mistaken 
in this. I a[)prov<'d flu* intention of Messrs. M. & Town- 
shend, b(*(*aus(* 1 (houg-ht it was tlu*- only way to save the 
Pnx*. I)em(XTa<‘y from i(lentifi<‘4iti<)!t with Wlii^-ism, ))ut 1 
never thought of nnikin^ any secret of it. Had they h(*ld 
such a (*()nf(*r(mcn as I pro])ose(l, eschewing dictation and 
yet using p(*,rf(xd frankm^ss one towards another, the whole 
matter would douhtless hav(^ Ikhui (Hxplain(*h by the gentle- 
men (*x)n(*ei*iuHk Had Mb Ikuiver, or Mb Chaffee, or Mb 
Johnson or Mb Ijnn eharuT.d to call on me after I l)ecame 
apprized of ilu*- int(*ntion of Messrs, lb & M. to vote as they 
did, I should^ most i)robahly, have mentioned it to them. 
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Bui li SO ImpiHuuMl that. 1 was jusitluai, t lu^ (lourt, in Banc 
b(‘ino' about; to adjourn cn^’ac^cd nic'til <1^, day upon iny 
ar^uuKMils, and did not ^-o oven* to tlu'. Stat('. ll(>us(‘ or to the 
(lapitol House for some days. So fur as I was concerned, 
th(U’(d'or<s the n()ii-<‘ommuni(‘atioti to t.luuu of the intention 
of Messrs. M. was (‘ut.indy a(‘(*idental. So far as those 
^(‘utliumm wtM‘e (‘onceriKHl., I think they will admit, if they 
will candidly ct ^uauu’ously nwi(‘w all t.hat (xaairnal, that 
th(‘ir own (‘ours(*> towards tlnuti had not beim such as to 
invite the most. <mtir(' fnaHlom of (communication. 

1 am lookin^i^ anxiously for the introduction of tlu", bill to 
n^piail tlu^ Ilam. (\). division c1hus(‘s of tlu' apportionnumt 
law. I hope Mb itiddh' will introduce' it.; andthci soomu' it 
is done' the' bedter. It. is ve'ry plain to me that the'. Kito 
I)(' mo(*racy will never ('spouse' tlu' Whi|>* side', of this ce)n- 
ti'e>ve'rHy. 

What has be'c.ome of the lull to e'stablish Se'parate' Schools 
for (\)t’ pe'rsons, Ae'-., which Morse was to introduex', ^ I 
hope you will ^ive some' atte'ntion to this. It. is ivally 
utiportant, and if it ('an be jjfot throu^’h with the' lu'lp of 
Democratie' vedes, will do a jij^re'at de'al of jL>;ood to the^ <‘,ause' 
jj^e'ue'rally & our frle'ud Morse ('spe'cially. I am ^lad to lu'.ar 
that he' stands hrm. 1 think h<‘ neeal tiot be' afraid but that 
the' pe'oph' will stand by him* It is e'vdde'ut to my mind 
that lu'fore the' Le^^islature rise's the^ Kre't'soih'rs in it will 
bei (‘ompe'lle'd to take* his ground, <>r ^^ive up t lu'ir (‘laims to 
the* title* alto^edher* 

Ask Db Townshend Mb Morse* why theyv elenft write 
to me*., I urn ve'ry de'sirous to he'ar from the'in. Do write 
nu*. as ofte'u ns you e'un, and be'lieve* nu', 

Bh'iise' hand the encloseMl t^o Stanhyv Mattlu'ws feu'thwith. 

lb S. Has anythinjif heu'n done to se'caire^ the e'ooperation 
of the d('in<K‘rats \i\ returnin^^ a Free* Soiler e»f the* ri^dii 
stanip from ( Hinton ^ This (*.ould certainly be denies if 
prop(*r ('.xe'rtions weere nnub, and you earmot fail to HC'e*. its 
Ij^re'at importanc.e^ Nieduds intendeul U> go down, but writes 
me* that he^ has not done so. If you think be'st, howewer, I 
do not demhi that he will go. Had you not hedten* see him. 
Vaughan will go, if it is de^sireHl; or possibly you might 
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kill two birds with one ston(^ ]>y going yoursdt &X3rcscnting 
also the (‘laiius of th<^, paper. I have written to Thos. Hib- 
heii of Wilmington & enclosed a Standard Prosi)ectus &c. 


7o K /V. fr<(wlioi. 

(liNcrNNATi, Januarif J9^ lSJf,8 [ISJtB} 
My DEAit Hamlin: Thanks for your two letters, both 
whi(d I rec'h today. I f you (‘an (‘ontrive to let mo have future 
hdters mailed on tin'. day you write, so mu(‘,h the better. 

Vauglian will go to (Hinton on Monday. The Democrats 
at (k)lumbus ought- to usi‘ their inlhunn^e with the Clinton 
People to unites on a tru(‘. D(',t1\o(‘rat. If tlmy do not, 
but persist in (m(‘-ouraging Trimble to run, I fear Vaughan’s 
mission will prove' unavailing. If anything occurs at Co- 
lumbus, important to l)e known by him in (Hinton, a letter 
dhwtx'-d to me, & iH'acJdngme on Tuesday, Thursday & Sat- 
urday, (‘an he forwarch'd to him on Wednesday, Friday & 
Monday. But, p(M*hui)s, the (‘.ommunieation direct from 
Columinis to Wilmington may be more prompt 

I am glad to lu'ar (d’ ^your nnuding with Dimmock & others. 
1 HupjJOS(‘ goo<l must come of it. 1 h<>))e Mors('.s bill will he 
made to go along with the l)ill to repeal the division claus(\s 
of thc'^ appori-ionnu'tdi law. l^'t tlu'- Black Laws & those 
clausiw pi'risb tog(‘thm‘. Tlu\y will Im tit tenants of a com- 
mon s<‘pulelu'(^. 

As lo the Standard, it must i\ot. f)o sutrered to stop. Its 
Failure will injur('dh(U‘auHeinmmnHely,as wellasbetuxin'incly 
injurious l.o (iarrai‘d yoursidf, having advan(*e sub- 
sc.ripi/ions for a yiMU*. I would (‘hcHudully advance'/ lurthor 
mys<df if I weiv* able, but I am not; and it wotdd bo unjust 
to me, afUn* I hav(*^ subscrilx'd to allow the pap('r to 

stop witlioul. (‘sxhaustiug eltort to induce the 

Soihu'H of tlu' State (o come forward to its support. I have 
paid today $loo, Ix'ing the nob' fon the first instalment of 
my subH(‘riptiou, 1 (*annot think that Mb (xarrard willhcs- 
ilatt^ to usci his <*.redit- U) the tLxtmit ue(M‘.ssary to carry the 
papi'T beyond the (Heudhms in ilu'- L(‘gislaturo, w“hcn you 
will 1)0 disimgageil and I shall b(‘ abU* to cooperate efficiently 
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with you. Kvcry hh.lur I stuid out now contains an appoal 
& is accompaiduMl by a prosjXMd.us for Uh‘ Slandard. 1 sunt 
oiu‘ (.0 1>‘‘. Paul of Williams (louniy today, 1 shall send 
oiu^ (o Iloirmau of 'rrumhull tomorrow. 

I do ho]H' that. Randall will vote for tlu' r<'])(‘al of tln^ divi- 
sion (daus('s. It. (‘an do hlfn no hurt, but. ratluu’ ^’ruat, good, 
and will b(' (^x<xHaling•ly iMnududal to tln^ (‘aus(^ Vaughan 
says if ilu'n' is any dangm* of Hibdu’ock's (d(Md.ion ho will 
connmip oi)|)os(‘. it with all his ])ow(‘r. 1 wish (liddings 

kiunv ih(‘ irut^ stab^ of things* 

1 bad (‘onlidtmt Morst^ will Im‘ (inn. lb' is in ('anu'st in 
lh<u'aus(' of Kr('(‘, l)('nio<‘racy, a,nd lu' s('('s chairly tlu'. inu^ 
position in whi(*h things luv, Un knows too that tlu' only 
saf(^ oours(‘ is t.lu' straight forward oiu' that to falt('r or 
look ba<‘k, or turn asich', is to 1 h', lost, 

I low stands Van Don'n now'^ Watson said that, if it 
iKHX'Hsary In* would conn* down. If you think tx'st 
writ(* to him at. lipp(*r Sandusky, Upp(*r I b('licv(', but 
Van Dok'u can t(dl. Do you have any (‘onburinx* with 
Ni(‘.kols^ 1 hav(^ had H('V('ral h'ttrrs fi’om him* in t.lu'. la^st 
spirit. Ho may lx* fully n'bu'd on I think in any mat.tt'r 
you may wish to (‘ontidi* to him. How far do you Mat- 
tlnnvs undm'stand t'ach ot.hcr^ lie is a t.nu^ man, (wcuy 
inch. 

1 d<mt think tln^ McCHun* 4}tc. ( 'inailur will (vilc(*4. much in 
(Hinton. HHn^ old Lita'rty (Uiard (‘onstitutos there mon*. 
than half tlu^ Fnx*. Soil sinnigth. If any man ean do a.ny- 
thing th<*r(^ it is Vaughan hacked by the Lih(‘rt.y men. Is 
tlu're any possibility that Johnson of M('dina (van los(^ his 
H(‘ai'( From Ijis sta((*m(»nts to nu^ 1 suppc^scsl his riglits 
(h'ar. It must, Ik*, if th(*si( were trui*. If there b('. any 
smdii p(Kssibility it is men* important that the (h'moerats in 
(Hinlcui should unite witli us on a Fr('e Soih'r, wlio is a Fna* 
D(UU<HU‘atin reality. Wt* should risk too mueh by uniting 
witli liim md(*sH it is irHaia that #IohiiHon must go out, 
TIu'y vv(ndd risk uotldmg; by uniting witli us; Imt would 
gain mueh i'spei'ially by refuting tln^ notion that (he Whigs 
are the mori* favorable party. 
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To K. /V. JliViiilJn 

Cincinnati, Jnii^u 20, 

Ma" LEAH IlAAriJN; I wTotc joii fully by this morning's 
mail, and had sent my letter to the Post Office before I 
received your note of yesterday. I am very glad to hear of 
the prosp(mt of the passage of Morse's Colored Children's 
School Bill, iiududing the repeal of the Black Laws. The 
Ih^jical oh those laws is an object dearer to me than any 
political chA^ation whatever; and is worth more to us as a 
Party than the election of any man to any office in the gift 
of the Legislature. It removes out of our path the greatest 
o))stacle to our complete triumph, while it is in itself a 
gn^at victory of humanity and justice. I shall rejoice in the 
passage of the bill on another account. The credit of it will 
vedoinid to oiu* friend Morse. 

What has I )e(*-()me of the Bill to prevent Kidnapping which 
I dr(W, and wirnth you promised to hand to Riddle? I hope 
it is not lost. With a little improvement it might be made 
a <a'>mpUdo safeguard, not only against the action of our 
offi(*.ers & tlu‘, use of our jails for the recapture of fugitive 
slaves, but also against the kidnapping ])y force or fraud of 
fr(‘(^. pen-sons. I shall be glad to sec it on its way through 
the two nous(%s. 

As to the School bill 1 hope its friends will not consent to 
any amendnumt of any kind, unless merely verbal, Imt push 
it right through just as it is. 

r do not know that I can say anything moi-e than 1 have 
said in ludation to the Standard, 1 have done and said all I 
could for it, and shall (‘.ontimie my efforts. I have no doubt 
all the money m‘ed(‘d cun be raised in the Spring. Vaughan 
told me h(^ would write to Townslumd tonight on the subject 
of th(\ Print.ing. I hopi'- Riddh^. will read the letter. 

I r(M*(dv(‘-d today a l(dt(u* from I)‘‘. Bailey in whi<‘.h he 
speaks of an int(u-vi(‘<w with (xiddings, in which the Sena- 
torial Kle(‘.tion in Ohio was the subject of Conversation. I 
will cxtra<*/t a few senten(‘.es which show tliat Ciddings 
entertains none ))ut ilii<‘. kindest feelings towards me — no 
other indeed than thos(^ whi(*li 1 have so often expn^ssed to 
you in relation to him. 
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-I have .seen" says the Doctor “and talked freely with 
G-iddings. He is moderately amhitious — would like to be 
United^’states Senator. If there is a good chancre of his 
election, if the Free Soil men will uniteM\}on him, he wishes 
to run. If they cannot or will not unite upon him, he says 
yofc & you- hy all means are the man- 1 told him he 

ought to write to one of his Free Soil friends in the Legisla- 
ture just as he talked to me, frankly, fully, and request the 
letter to be shown to you, so that hi.s position and views 
might be clearly known ” 

The Doctor adds a good deal as to the advantage of hav- 
ing me in the Senate, Giddiugs being already in the lfou.se, 
which I will not offend against modesty ])y transcribing. I 
fear, however, that the Doctor agrees with me in opinion 
that if Giddings were hut of Congres.s as well as myself, he 
& not I should be placed in the Senate. Ho desires my 
election on the theory that Giddings cannot be spared from 
the House, and that getting me in the Senate, Gidding.s 
being already in the House, would be clear gain. I have 
quoted the extract to show you that Gidding.s does not 
entertain ihe wish, which some have imputed to him, to 
defeat an election if he cannot bo himself elected. 

Sat. ^20 Jam/. 

I see the correspondent of the Enquirer suggests that tln^ 
Dems. will vote against Riddle’s bill. Would not that bo a 
grand move? Mama gave little Jack a piece of pic. Jack 
pouted and wanted a whole one. Mama said “no.” Jaede 
flung down the piece offered and said ho would have', none. 
Hewouldgoto bed without his supper, that ho would, before 
he would take such a little piece. Mama .said “go,” and 
Jack got neither pie nor piece. Consult Esoi) for I, he 
moral. 

Swift acted nobly in regard to the Governor biisinoss: I 
am glad that the credit of settling that matter belongs to 
him. He is a first rate man; and if he, Smart, Townshend, 
Riddle, Morse & Van Doren would form a cttiucus, or 
nucleus of one, there might be a real free soil party in the 
Legislature; and Townshend & Morse might bo greatly 
strengthened. 
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I have mentioned to Hoadly what you way al^out his 
article. He says, ‘"Make any use of it you please; hut no 
use which you think will injure the cause.'' He has no 
sensitiveness of authorship. Make an article of it or lay it 
aside altogether, as you think best. But is it not important 
to bring distinctly to view the fact that at the time of the 
Election of Shuber there was no Free Soil Caucus properly 
speaking but only a caucus of Whig Free Soilers? And 
that T. &. M. have alwaj\s been in favor of a Free Soil Cau- 
cus or conference on the principles laid down by the State 
Convention. 

It is a shame that you should be compelled, in your cir- 
cumstances to sacrifice so much for the cause. I do hope 
that soon the necessity for it may be removed. In the 
meantime, though I am not a little straitened myself, 3-011 
are perfectly at libert}- to draw on me for tift}" dollars, and we 
will settle it when convenient to yourself. 

Write me as often and as much in detail as joxl can. 

P. S. Do you hear anything from Bolton? He has not 
written me. I fear ho dont like what I said of Bliss. 


To Ahaz Merohant^^ OleDeland^ Ohio, 

Jan. 23^ [1849.] 

Wrote him Cleveland — 

Dear Sir — I received this morning your favor of the 
18 ^^ inst. & I beg leave to disclaim at once all pretention to 
the position, which your courtesy assigns to me, of “head 
of the Free Soil Party of Ohio”. I am but one of a numer- 
ous host, animated by a common desire to divorce our 
National & State governments from all support of Slavery, 
and thus ensure the speedy deliverance of our country by 
Constitutional means, from its greatest curse; and to apply 
the principle of eciual rights, on which our action against 
slavery is based, to other permanent questions of public 
policy. This body of citizens constitutes the Free Democ- 
racy or Free Soil Party, in which and with which I am 
content to labor, in any position which may be assigned to 

a From letter-book 6, p. 165. 
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me, but -vrithout iispiriug to lead so lons>- as the g'reat pui-- 
pose of its organization require my service, loii ciKpiire 
as to mv vieMS, 1. in relation to a National Tariff 2'‘. in 
relation to Banking; S'*, in relation to Lake & River Im- 
provements by the General Government.— I am not averse 
a.s those acquainted with me well know, to a frank ('.xpros- 
sion of my opinions, as an individual, to any who inaj’- think 
fft to ask for them:— But, 1 confess I should feel some hesi- 
tation in answering your questions, put to me as they appear 
to be under an unfounded impression, that I sustain some 
peculiar relation to the Free Soil Party of the State, if I 
did not find answers ready to my hand in the. resolutions of 
our National <fe State Conventions which set forth views, 
which, 1 as a Free Soiler, adopt & defend without reserve. 
I answer your first question, therefore, by a rcfe.rene.e to 
the fourteenth resolution of the Buffalo Convention: — your 
second, by a reference to the fourth, fifth & eleventh reso- 
lutions of our own Free Democratic Convention, recently 
held at Columbus; and your third l)y a reference to the 
twelfth resolution of the Buffalo Convention. As you may 
not have at hand the Resolutions of thes(‘, Convemtions, 
which constitute the State & National Platforms of the Fr('('. 
Democracy of Ohio, I enclose a cop}". 1 also (mclos(^ a copy 
of a Resolution adopted by the Free Territory Convention 
of Ohio on the 21“ of June ISiS on the subject of River & 
Harbor Improvements, which though ofle.red by oui‘ fri(md 
M' Briggs, was drafted by me and expresses my views. 

With great respect, 


To E. B. ITamLm. 

Cincinnati, Janum-y 

My dear Hamlin: You know I mentioncid to you at 
Columbus that I thought of writing a frank letter to G id- 
dings on the subject of the State of things at Columbus and 
the Senatorial election. I have done so at last, and now 
enclose to you a copy of the letter. I do not know whether 
or not you will deem it expedient to make any use of it. I 
leave this altogether to your discretion. Perhaps it would 
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he good polic 3 ^ to shew it to Randall & Riddle & possibl}^ to 
others: l)iit you know best, and can do as you please. 

I learn from Washington that Giddings wrote to Randall 
in respect to me some two weeks ago, expressing his con- 
viction that I am a c5 eapnent fplend of the Free Soil 

Citio^el and saving that, if he cannot be elected, he wishes 
that I niaj" be; and that he has also written, more recenth^, 
to Morse, to the same effect. 

I had a letter toda}" from Clinton, from M'‘. Hibbin, a 
niem])cr of the Free Soil Committee of that Count}", stating 
that Jones ejecteF from the House had come home “in 
agony” lest he might be '^rejected by the People,” “and 
fort! fed with a letter from Beaver, Chaffee & others” certi- 
fying to the (je)n(ine)iest< of his FreewiHxni! & recommend- 
ing him to the support of the Free Soilers! What do you 
think of that'i I do wish these gentlemen would just reflect 
what they would say of Townshend & Morse if they should 
give to Trioihle^ fl ones’ opponent and just as good a Free- 
soilcr as Jones liimself, such a letter. M'’. Hibbin writes 
me that an effort is made to have the democrats support the 
regular f reosoil C-andidate, and that some conferences have 
been had betwiMm Committees of the old & the free democ- 
racy on the subje(‘t. He fears, however, that no union can 
be had- Vaughan will go up to Clinton tomorrow and see 
what he <*an do. W e all feel the great importance of having 
a reliable frecsoihn* returned from Clinton and, if the demo- 
crats, to whom the prevention of Whig ascendency is as 
important as it is to us, would only help cordially, the thing 
could be done. Perhaps they will but I fear they will not. 

Yest(n‘day I xind(n'stood from Columbus, by your letter 
and from othei* sources, that Pugh & Peirce would be cer- 
tainly admitted, and the black laws rei)calcd by Democratic 
votes; today I learn from Brough that some of the Demo- 
crats have bolted from their engagement to vote for the 
rei)oal, and that the admission of Pugh & Peirce is again in 
doubt. How is this'i? 

You know I have agreed with you that the most 
cours(b is to n^.poal the clauses dividing Hamilton County, 
both on the groimd of unc.onstitutionality & inexpediency, 
and then, inasmuch as all parties regarded these provisions 
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to a certain extent in the election, to declare the seats vacant 
& send the election back to the people. Men, -convinced of 
the unconstitutionality and injustice of the law to say 
nothing of the fraud and usurpation of power by which it 
was passed — might vote to declare the scats vacant, on the 
ground that the election was held under it’s unconstitutional 
provisions: but, of course, men so convinced covdd never 
vote to admit Spencer & Runyon. If \ve look at the 
right of the case, however, it will bo difficult to esc^ape^ the 
conclusion, if we believe the division clauses unconstitu- 
tional as I certainly do, that Pugh & Peirce must b('. admitted 
without sending the election back. If th(‘. law wore repealed 
the general e.xpediency of the cast' and its inlluonco as a 
pi’ecedent might be considered; but, if it be not I'epeahd, 
such considerations should, I think, havt'. no weight. lor 
if the law be not repealed & the election be stmt l)a(‘k, the 
Grovernor will doubtless order an election in thejir^t di^frirt. 
All the Hamilton County members juight thereupon vacate 
their scats, and probably, under the circumstanctw, would 
feel it to bo their duty to do so. But suppose th(\v should 
not. The Democrats would again run a ticket to be voted 
for throughout the county. The Fr('('soil('rs might do the 
same. The Whigs would run candidahvs only in the lirst 
eight wards of Cincinnati. The clerk w<ndd again give' the 
certificates to the Democratic members. They would again 
come up with their prima facie evidenc(', and tln^ whole 
business would ha\’(» to b(^ gom^ over again. In thci im-an- 
time a Whig may l)C elected from Clinton; and in that cas(g 
supposing no other seats disturlxvl, tlu're would be thirty- 
five Whigs & Frecsoilers, (counting Riddle, against my will 
& conscience, among the last,) to thirty (iv(' Dc'inoerats, 
Democratic PToosoilers & Independents. It is ()l>vious, 
tliorefore, that utdess some change of vic'ws sliall liave taken 
place by that time in the minds of members, both sets of 
claimants will be again rejected. And thus great cuvpens(^ 
& much ill blood will bo oceasioned for just nothing at all. 
These considerations soom to me conclusive again.st sending 
the election back to the peoph^ unless the law be firxt. 
repealed. If the law be not n^pealod, I m('> no way out of 
the difficulty except by the julmissidu of Pugh & Peirc'c. 
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And it is <j[uite manifest that it wi’I not do* to delay action 
on the case* until after the Clinton election; for in case 
Jones should be I'eturned from that County* there would 
probably be enough IVhigs, & Free Sobers who consider 
themselves virtually committed on this question* to defeat* 
any proposition for their admission by a tie vote: where- 
fore a proposition for the admission of Spencer & Runyon 
would be defeated also* and the consequences of an attempt 
at a special election would ])e such as I described. I should 
be very glad to see M(3rse\s bill, including the provision for 
the repeal of the Black Laws pass — and pass by democratic 
votes. I hope to see it. It should if j^ossihle he pushed 
through in adrcinm of a wte on the admission of Pugh 
Peirce^ But should an aggreement to vote for it be made 
an indispensible condition for voting for the constitution 
and right in the case of Pugh & Peirce? It seems to me 
it should not. I would say, Get as many votes pledged to 
that great measure of Justice & Humanity — the repeal of 
the Black Laws, — as possible. But I should dislike to make 
my vote on one question of right, contingent absolutely 
upon ‘other men’s votes on another question of right. The 
Democrats should undoubtedly vote for Morse’s bill. Sound 
policy as well as Democratic Principles require it of them. 
I would be satislied, however, if enough of them, including 
Pugh & Peirce, would vote for it, to ensure its passage with 
the aid of Whig & Freesoil votes. In fact, I am inclined 
to think that the admission of Pugh & Peirce to their seats, 
and the vindication, thereby of a great principle of consti- 
tutional right, would so dispose the Democrats to good will 
towards the Free Soilers, that they would give votes enough 
for the bill to insure its passage, whether pledged to do so 
or not. Col Brough tells me that as soon as he can get a 
printed cop}" of the bill he will publish it, and come out in 
support of it: and he thinks, if he can do it, anybody else 
may. 

But why should I trouble you with these considerations, 
all of which have doubtless occurred to your own mind, 
when, being on the spot, you can so much bettor judge of 
their weight than I can? 

I ha^^e just rec/^. your letter of yesterday and find as I 
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siLspoctod that ni}^ suggestions wore- unnecessary. CJonsidiu* 
this as an answer a-i^d you in iiiy debt. I will attend to what 
you say as to the Coh. woman. A President of the Hoard 
of P. W. must be elected l)y the Legislatun', this wintxn* 
although future Klection by the P(a)pl(' may be provided 
for. You should have that. If not, unless something 
ter can bo done you might take the fhidgeship— but tliis 
would lay you uj), which I should not like; and Bolton must 
be consulted. 


To K, K Ihrmlio. 

ChNCTNNATI, JiOHHUU/ 

My dear Hamlin; I hav(^ just receiv(‘d yours of yestm*- 
day & have time ])ut for a word in reply. 1 am glad to hav('- 
you say that you ‘“^do not helcivi^ that Col. Morse can be 
moved.” I have had no idea that he c-ould bo. Poi* him to 
give way now, upon any promises whahwuu* by th(\ Whigs 
who have al)used him so much and to whom \io owes nothing, 
would 1)0 to sign and seal his own dc^stnudion. His only 
course of safety and honor, is, as In^ expr(\ss(‘cl it himself in 
his letter to m(\ to go straight on. I shall he moia^ disap • 
pointed in him, than I have ever been in any man if he do s 
not. 

I shall look with great anxi(dy for the m^xt intelligmtce 
from (!oluinhus. The Whigs hav(^ generally (umsed, 1 think, 
out of Columbus, to look for the exehision of Pugh & Poinav 
Almost all lawyers and oth(u*s who (‘xanilmal tlu^ sub- 
ject decline to dehmd the (constitutionality of tlu^ (dunsi's 
dividing Hamilton County; and many of them give up Ihc^ 
point frankly. 


7h K K I Idiot hn, 

Cincinnati, fldodury tHifih 
My dear Hamlin; Ah I write., (mtindy uu(*ertain whednu* 
you will receive this or not, 1 shall h<'< v(U*y hihd*. 

I am glad you approve my loltor to (dddings. I am fur 
from sure that it is worthy approval. 1 mon^ than half huh 
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pect that I did a very foolish thing when I wr<->te it. How- 
ever the truth can hardly do much harm and I certainly 
have not the slightest feeling of antagonism towards ]vlh 
Giddings, and never shall j^ermit myself to have so long as he 
remains faithful to the cause of Free Democracy. I think, 
also, as I said to him that he being in Congress, and I not, 
that the interests of the cause rec[uire my election or that of 
some reliable man not in Congress, rather-than his. 1 may 
be wrong in this — mislecb perhaps, by the "kCmbition^^ so 
freeH ascribed to me. If so let Giddings chosen. I 
shall not comidain. I cannot help thinking, however, that 
the election of one who has been longer convinced of the 
necessity and is more thoroughly identitied with the policy 
of a distinct & permanent Free Democratic organization, Avill 
do the cauHe and fr!e7\ch< of fh<’ more good. 

1 do hope you will not lind it necessary to leave Columbus 
until after the elections. Your presenc'e there will be 
doubtless important. 

You must not decline drawing on me from any motives of 
false delicacy. Through the blessing of Providence and 
the contidence of the community I have a good business; 
and 1 am willing to give to the extent of my means and 
beyond ny means even, to advance the cau^t^ and I want no 
one to feel trammelled in his action for the cause, by any 
sense of obligation to me. '■‘The ctime iirst, and 
afterwards,'' is a sentiment I am perfectly willing to have 
applied to me by my friends. 

I have written Stanley Matthews in regard to the Clinton 
member. Get him to read to you what I have written about 
him, and nee he gets the right seat. 


To E. llaadln., Ohio. 

ClNCTENATI, Jan I f id ISJfi. 

My dear Hamlin: Thank you for your kindness in keep- 
ing me advised of events transpiring at Columbus. Nothing 
has occurred here of interest sinc<H I wrote you. 

This morning the Globe contains an admira))le article in 
relation to the Apportionment A(‘,t wliicli do(\s Taylor great 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 11 
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credit and which I hope you will republish. The only thing 
exceptionable is the reference to me as having urged a <*om- 
promise by which Spencer & Runyon shouTd 1 )g admitted to 
their seats & the Hamilton County clauses repealed. HieiT, 
is no foundation for this and I hope you will oniit this sen- 
tence containing the reference & the next one in case you 
republish. The article will read as well without these two 
sentences as with them. DonT neglect this; for the refer- 
ence seems to me calculated to do harm. 

All I ever did having any relation to this matt('r was to 
suggest in coin'ersation with Whigs & DenuxTats Ixdore 
the meeting of the Legislature the avoidance o| all \ iolenti 
excitement by waiving the cpiestion of (‘onstitiitionality, 
admitting Spencer & Runyon under the law, ri'pcijiling 
the clauses. But I never thought that the (h'cision of th(' 
eonstitutioiuil question could l)e avoided or should ))(‘ 
avoided it insisted on hy either party, and tliat tlu' l<i\\ 
could be held constitutionab if tlie (piestion should 1 m‘, 
jmshed to a decision. My opinion on this matbu*, and also 
as to prima facie right are too well known, I think, to allow 
the possibility of harmful misrepr(‘s<mtati()n inmost<(mir- 
ters. Still it is possible some may get wrong im]>i'essions 
fx'om the paragi*aph, if publislied, arid I hope. tiluu’(doi*(‘. yon 
will not fail to leave it out. 

1 had a letter fromllibben y(‘si(‘r(lay. llt^ thinks ‘'rilling- 
hast may be fully relied on. But he must havi^ a s('a.t next 
Townshend & Morse. 

1 do wish 1 (‘ould see you an<l havcML talk, (hub you 
come down sav Friday tiight A. sp(m(l Saturday & Sunday: 
returning Monday? 


7h xStdulf'tj JAz/Mcvav/' 

Feiu' 2h ['dlh I 

My L)‘* Stanlp]y, I wish t-o ask yr inttnvxmtion for im*. in 
the affairs of the Standard. I had a (h'spatxdi from Mr, 
Garrard to day enquiring whether in case. should sell to 
Mr (riddings, at 80 days, 0 mos, 12 mos. for $700 I would 
endorse th(‘. noti^s; J ans‘h by a khttu* to llamliiq that I wouhL 

« From l(‘Ucr-})fK)k t), pp, 17()“J71. 
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provided a mortgage of the establishment would be executed 
to you in my behalf to indemnify me against loss. The 
fact is 1 have already advanced to the Standard directly, 
this winter, §310 besides §10 for subscriptions & §75 to 
enable Mr. Hamlin to remain in Columbus, as editor &c in 
which &c you may understand more than ever Lord Coke 
discerned in the &cs of Littleton. These and other expenses 
that you wot of and the necessity I am under to meet a third 
of a §700 liability for Mr. Hamlin within the next month 
make so heavj" drafts upon my resources that I have become 
alaimied & dare not venture much farther. Still I am so 
satisfied of the necessity of sustaining the Standard that I 
am willing to encounter the risk involved in the endorse- 
ments named, provided I can be made in any degree secure: 
At the same time I do not wish to take anj^ mortgage on 
the establishment directly to myself, because I do not wish 
m}^ name connected with the paper at all, which could not 
be avoided in case of a mortgage to myself, as the mortgage, 
under the law must be recorded to ])e of any validity. I 
want you to represent me in this matter and act as you 
would for yourself and regard it simply as a business trans- 
action, except I am not particular that the establishment 
shall be a perfectly sufiicient security for the seven hundred 
dollars. I shall be content to run the risk of losing a hun- 
dred or two dollars, beyond the amount of the security. 

Mr. Hamlin writes me that some §50d can be realized 
from the printing for the House. I shall bo glad, if out of 
this §500 the first instalment of the §700 can be paid while 
the balance can be applied to the support of the jDaper until 
subscriptions can be collected and a fund made up. Still if 
nothing better can be done, I will consent to take on myself 
the burden of providing for the first instalment, though cir- 
cumstanced as I am. I don’t want this burden i)ut upon me 
unless it be ahsohiteli/ necemiTij, 

Will you attend to all this matter for mo? — Considering 
yourself fully authorized to act in the premises. 

Don’t go into the matter at all unless there is a reasonably 
certain prospect of the paper going ahead and paying its 
way. It would be useless folly for me to endorse for the 
purchase of the paper, if it must die at any rate, or be 
thrown on me for support, exclusively, or nearly so. 
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As the subscriptions for the Daily were proportioned to 
B inos in time, 1 do not see that there is any oblig'ation to 
supply subscribers beyond that time, and, as it will not be 
practicable to keep up the Dail}’" through the y(‘ar, I think 
the present is a good time for stopping it. A clear full and 
racy sketch of the proceedings of the Legislature, made up 
from the Statesman and the Journal, would more inter- 
esting' to the majority of readers than the ordinary reports. 
In this way a first rate weekly could l)e made & expenses 
could be greatly reduced. If Mr (iriddings would take hold 
of the paper in real earnest and go into the (ield to g('t sub- 
scribers it seems to me that the papeu* could be sustainc'd. 

I think I have made my views intelligi})le to you. I want 
you to act cautiously for me, rememl)ering my ])osil)ion & 
circumstances & bearing in mind all 1 have said, 1 (mclos(^ a 
power which, if necessary, you <‘an use. 

I shall be very anxious to hear from you as to the stateof 
things in the Legislature. I h()])e you will use your inllu- 
ence to have a caucus organized consisting of Swift, Van 
Doren Townshend & Morse and others, if any, who an^- will- 
ing to join them on the basis pro])osed by Dr. L., and have 
frequent meetings for (consultation. B(^ sure, also, to g(',t 
the kidnapping bill which I handed to Smith of Brown put 
through l)oth Houses. A Homestead Kx(nni)tion Bill, a Bill 
prohibiting use of State Jails Ac & service', s of Static OHicu'rs 
to pursuers of Slavery, and a bill topnnmnt kidnapping hit. 
necessary free soil nieasunvs which Townslumd & Morse 
should not fail to obtain the passages of. 'Vlu^y should also 
press the New Constitution Bill to a vol(% and us(‘< tludr 
efforts to get a fair apportionunmi Bill. By the way, i( 
seems to me quite important that liiddle should b(\ induced 
to consent to such amendments of his Hamilton County Bill, 
as he can be brought to by persuasion, & thattlu^. bill shouhl 
then pass in that shape. It is (luite certain to my mitid that 
if a new apportionment bill cannot be had the r(')i)eul of ilu', 
division of Hamilton County should b(\ secured without 
much regard to form or pleas: and it is also (HU'tain tliat if 
a now apportionment bill cannot b(‘, got through tlm Semaie, 
no bill to which Riddle does not c-onsemt (‘an be got througli 
that body even in relation to Hamilton County. Hence the 
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necessity of concert & consultation with Riddle & pressing 
nothing through the House to which he does not consent. 
See Pugh as to this & others, & let discretion guide. 
Write me at Washington & let me know ftvin day to day 
how matters stand. I will telegTapli 3 ^ou when I am about 
to start. 


To E. S. Co] uhihiiH^ Ohio, 

Cincinnati, Feh, ^7, ISJyQ. 

My hear Hamlin; I rec^^. jmur letter on Saturday and 
meant to answer it that day but was prevented. 

1 do not fear the war. I hope however for the sake of 
the cause and for their own sakes, that the Whig Preesoilers 
will avoid it. Least of all should I wish to see Riddle en- 
gage in it. His is too generous a nature and too noble a 
mind to be made to do the work of Chaffee and such. 

/is to the paper, I have a despatch for Garrard asking, 
if he sells to Giddings for $700, if I will endorse 30 da 3 ^s, 
i 0 mos & i- 12 mos. It seems to me that itwould be better to 
raise the 11101163 " in the w"a 3 ^ 3 "Ou suggested — vsa 3 " $500 to bo 
paid Garrard & $500 3 "ourself & secured to me 500 on office 
& 500 on the Books. But I am willing to do what is asked, 
provided the same securit 3 ^ be given for the 700 as was pro- 
posed for the 500 to Stanley Matthews in my behalf. I 
don't wish to have 1113 - name connected with any security on 
the paper for obvious reasons. 

I will write to Matthews more fulW ])ut perhaps may not 
tind time to write toda 3 ^. I shall have to make him m 3 " 
business substitute. 

As to yourself I greatly desire that jon should remain in 
Columbus; l)ut I cannot stand st'ionsor for $1000 a 3 ^ear. 
If I became sponsor for it I must pay it myself, and that I 
am utterly unable to do in addition to the other claims 1 
must necessarily meet. I am willing to be a liberal con- 
tributor to a fund for the object, but not to stand suret}^ 
that the fund shall be made up. It seems to me that it 
would be quite safe for you to remain as Editor, taking the 
position of President of the Board of P. W., trusting to a 
fund & the paper; l)ut if 3 "ou should think otherwise, I 
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would advise you to take the Superintendency of Schools, 
and let some other person take the Paper; though if, in 
your place, 1 should prefer to be at the head of the Paper 
and in the other office. 

I am glad that the printing which Phillips contracted for 
is to be given to him. It would be a hardshix), and a moral 
though probably not a legal wrong were it otherwise. If 
this whole printing business could now be compromised in 
the Senate &> House & joint Houses it would be an excellent 
thing. 

You must not hesitate about telling Brayc plainly 
your terms. The Ferry Company can well afford to p^ly 
liberally, and if you act for them & the ])ill is defeated 
$500 is moderate — too moderate I think. 

"Write me at Washington. 


To li. fr JddingsT' 

April I, [1819.] 

My dear sir, 1 have just received vour kind note of llu' 
3rd March inviting me, in default of being able to <)])tain 
lodgings on my arrival at Washington, to share yours. 
was left for me at Colemaids I suppose, & I nenau* saw it 
until to day. I wish I had arrived in season to avail myself 
of it. 

I have rec'^ since my return on Saturday last (31st iilt) 
2 letters of the llth <& 28th March. I wish I (‘ould 
agree with you in the sentiment, let by genes })e by gones’h 
(S in view of it I do. Let us arrange a satisfactory basis of 
future action & I will cordially respond to the sentiment 
But is it not manifest what has past must l)e revi(‘Wod, in 
some measure, in order to determine on this basis? It is 
clear to me that the question growing out of the division of 
this County ought to have been settled this winter by the 
repeal of the clauses effecting the division. In my judg- 
ment also the apportionment law, (so (jailed,) should liave 
been modified by tlu'. disjunction of counties improperly 
joined; & I held juiu'tion impropcu*, if not unconstitutional, 

a letter-book (t, pp. niJ and 374-175. 
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in all cases, where the counties, if separated, would be 
respective!}" entitled to a member, I am veiy sure that had 
the Representatives of the Free Democracy in the Senate 
and House last winter })een willing to have done justice in 
these particulars to the old Democracy, not only might all 
division in our own ranks have been avoided, but the demo- 
crats, propitiated by this action, would have cheerfully 
aided the Free Soilers not only in the repeal of the Black 
laws, ])ut in the enactment of suitable laws against kidnap- 
ping & prohibiting the use of state jails & the aid of State 
officers to the pursuers of fugitive slaves, & generally in 
carrying through our distinctive Free Soil Measures. 

These consequences would have flowed naturally & inev- 
itably from the state of feeling which always springs up 
among men, who find themselves in the relative positions 
occupied by the Free Democrats and the Cass Democrats 
& act justly & liberally towards each other. 

A different line of conduct was resolved on, & the results 
of the winter session are far less complete, in my judgment, 
than they would otherwise have been: & we arc now em- 
barrassed by the question What shall be done with the 
division of Hamilton County? I do not see how we can 
keej^ this question out of the elections next fall: nor, in my 
judgment, is it now desirable to do so. I quite agree with 
you that standing as we must in opposition to the admin- 
istration necessity will compel the democrats & troo soilers 
to act together on all matters touching the administration 
& I would add to this that there being a substantial agree- 
ment between the platform of State policy adopted by the 
Free Democratic State Convention last winter, & that of 
the old Democracy, it seems to me, that the same general 
harmony of action may 1)0 easily secured as to State matters. 
If such harmony can be secured without the sacrifice of 
principle, & without the sacrifice of the independent organi- 
zation of the Free Democracy, the result cannot fail to be 
auspicious to the cause of Freedom & to its maintainors. 
Such harmony, resulting in a triumph of the Democrats & 
Free Democrats in the State election, would strengthen, 
infinitely, your position in the House & my position in the 
Senate, & give complete ascendency to our principles & 
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ineaaures in the Senate. The harmonious cooperation can- 
not l)e had, I apprehend, without a detinition of its position 
by the Free Democracy on the Hamilton County question 
&, therefore I say that it does not seem to me desirable to 
ayoid it. In fact I should have brought the question for- 
ward in our State convention had I felt assured that the 
clauses would be repealed before the end of the session & 
therefore yielded to the suggestions of several, & waived 
the introduction either into the Committee or into the 
Convention of a resolution which I had prepared. 

But if it were desirable to keep this question out of the 
canvass could we do it? It must be decided ])y the next 
house & the next senate. The Democrats will ele(*t, in this 
county representatives for the whole county on a single 
ticket. The Free Democracy will vote in the same way in 
all probability. The whigs will vote by Districts. The 
democrats will have a majority in the first eight wards of 
Cincinnati, which they claim to be a district. The two sets 
of representatives will again present themselves at Colum- 
bus claiming seats. The free soilers, in all pro))al)ility, will 
again have the question to decide ))etween the claimants. 
How can we avoid the cnquiiy, How will tlu^. Candidates 
proposed b}" the Free Democratic Conventions vote on the 
question? If we should avoid it & elect men ignorant of 
their views on this question, docs not the cxporionci^- of last 
winter clearly shew that its decisions will divide the Free 
Soilers? I think then, that the Hamilton County (jiK^stion 
must he met & settled in our primary (conventions. 

My views in relation to it arc fixed. I thought last win- 
ter & still think that the division clauses are not warranted 
b}^ the constitution — ^but that these clauses having re- 
garded as binding l)y a large proportion though a (h'.cidiKl 
ininority of the voters, the election held, partly under tlnnn 
& partly in disregard of them, should ])o sot aside, the 
clauses repealed, & the election sent back to tin'. peopl(‘. I 
did not, howev^er, regard it as the a})solute duty of ilu) 
Legislature to set aside the election in every event. On the 
contrary the Domocratk*, Claimants to he entitled, 
juvin^ to their seats. & therefore when it he(‘ame impossible 

T. C. Htiiith Liberty and rroe Soil i^nrileH, Kfl. 
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to send the election back to the peoj^le with the clauses re- 
pealed. through the refusal of Whig Freesoilers to vote for 
the repeal of them, I did not hesitate to apj^rove the deter- 
mination of Mess. Morse & Townshend to admit them to 
their seats, as constitutionally elected. I think, of course, 
that the candidates of whatever party they may be, having 
the highest number of votes cast in the whole county, next 
fall, will be entitled to seats in the House. So fixed is this 
opinion in tlie minds of the Democrats, that I do not doubt 
that they will refuse to sit in a House from which the mem- 
bers from Hamilton County shall ])e excluded. 

It seems to me, therefore, that the question of the Con- 
stitutionality & validity of the divisions — clauses, as well as 
the validity of the pretended enactment of the apportion- 
ment law should be fairly discussed in our conventions. 1 
believe the result of such a discussion will l)e general acqui- 
escence in the opinions, which I, in common with nearty all 
Liberty men, & Democratic Freesoilers & not a few Whig 
Free Soilers, confidentty hold. If such be the result, it 
seems to me certain that w^e can achieve a most important 
victoiy next fall. 

I have thus given 3 "ou my views freely, I shall ])e glad to 
know the\^ strike you. I learn that Briggs has repeated 
the charge of one of the Ta^dor Papers, hero, that before 
the meeting of the Legislature I expressed an opinion in 
favor of the Constitutionality of the division, & changed it 
afterwards to effect my purpose. This is simply false: & I 
should think Mr. Briggs must have known it to be so: & I 
am mistaken greatly if 1 did not express the opinion I now 
hold, in one or more letters to Cleveland before the meeting 
of the Legislature — not so fully perhaps as I should now, 
for I had not so fully considered the sul)je(*-ts involved — but 
substantially the same. 

As to all personal attacks, however, I shall content myself 
with a simple appeal to the wiiole tenor of my past life & 
leave my idndication to Time & Public Kcason. 1 enclose 
a statement of tlie popular vote on the question of annexa- 
tion the southern part of Mill Creek to the city — a bill for 
which purpose was so strenuously resisted by the Whigs in 
the Legislature last winter & was defeated by a tie vote in 
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the Senate. Hunker Whiggism musters in Whig Cincin- 
nati only 1092 votes. The Democrats & Free Soilers 
united with the Whig annexationists & elected also an annex- 
ation council carrying every ward but one. 

With very great regard, 


T(^ 2L ((nd C. JK.Snillfd TT7/rmo Tnnnhidl County^ 

OJdo, 


CiN. AyL so, mo. 

Gent. Your note by your nephew Samt was rec^h this 
morning. As I know nobody in California, the i)est I could 
do for him was to give him a letter of general introduction, 
which I did in such terms as I thought would do him most 
service. 

The Whig Papers keep up their attacks on mo and my 
friends, and I keep on never minding. I am sativsHed that 
what was done last winter in the way of martial (*oopcration 
between Freesoilers and Democrats was ru/ld^ and will l)e 
attended b}" the happiest conse(iuences to the groat (‘auso, 
to which eight of the last years o f my life have hooAi clovotcd. 
I care little therefore for the railings of th(‘. IXyloritc's, or 
even of the Beaver & Chaffee Freesoilers, so (‘ailed. The 
worst that I wish to these last, or oven incloial to the lirst, 
is that their eyes may ho opened, and their hearts ])urgcd 
of the old leaven of Whigism, that they may see the truth 
of Free Democracy & love it. 

I have sometimes thought of writing an exposition of my 
position and action, but hav^e l)ecn withheld hy consider- 
ations akin to those which inHucnced D‘‘. Boech(U’ under 
similar circumstances. You know, the story, perhaps; buti 
lest you may not have heard it 1 will tell it to you. On 
one occasion the Doctor was going home to Wahml Hills 
and saw a suspicious looking animal hy the roadside. The 
D"'. is a little a])stractcd, and, tlu^ sight of tlu^; animal sii.n’ing 
up his com])ative propensities, he, at on(*e, launciuKi at it a 
quarto volume which he was carrying under Ids arm. dlie- 

ttOriginal lent by Mr. Homer M Stewart, of Warri'ii, Ohio. TIk'hi* In’ollu'rN, Milton 
and 0. E. SntlifT, were, anioiiff the XoiuKUjrH of they Aiaeriean Auti-Shivm*y StK'.h^ty. 
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skuiik returned the salutation with compound interest, and 
the Doctor was glad to beat a hasty retreat. Soap and 
water did their best for him and his garments, but some time 
elapsed before either he or they were tolerable again. 
Years, afterwards, the Doctor was asked why he did not 
reply to some scurrilous pamphlet put forth against him. 
‘‘1 have learned better, was his pithy reply: ‘ ' I once issued 
a whole quarto against a skunk and got the worst of it.’’ 

Give my best regards to our friends in Warren, particu- 
larly, Judge King & Hoffman & Hutchins & believe me 


To Jame^ II Smithi 


May [18J9.] 

Wrote him Cincinnati — 

My dear Sir: On my return from Georgetown last Sat- 
urday I found on my table yours of the 3^. inst. I regret- 
ted overmuch that I did not see you when I was up, for 1 
wished veiy much to talk with you on some of the topics 
embraced in your letter. — I thought 1 could discover, when 
in your town some amelioration of feeling on the part of 
those who have been so tierce in their denunciations of the 
repeal of the Black laws and Spalding told them plainly, I 
understand that they were taking different ground from 
that of the Democracy in other parts of the State. They 
would feel awkward, would they not, if they should wake 
up some morning and find themselves turned over to the 
Whigs. To avoid this they had better pause before they 
set themselves against the united decision and action of the 
Democratic members of the Legislature. — I thought 1 saw 
some indications that this view of matters was beginning to 
commend itself to them. For my part I care very little 
about their talk against me: I shall survive it, I think. I 
have long hold as unreservedl}^ as any of them the Demo- 
cratic faith. If I have not acted with the Democratic party 
it has been because I was not willing to dishonor that faith 
by subordinating its claims to the demands of the Slave 
Power. Let the party honor its faith by steady hostility to 
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oppression in every form and by inflexible allowance to its 
^reat cardinal doctrine of equal rights under all circum- 
stances and it shall not want the best of my humble services. 
I rejoice in the multiplying* indications that the old Democ- 
racy is casting off the bonds of the Slave Power, and will, 
ere long, occupy the lofty position of consistency with its 
own principles to which I have long desired to see it 
advance. May God speed the day of consummation. — You 
enquire as to my position in relation to the late war with 
Mexico, and I will answer jour enquiry frankly, though I 
do not think that any differences as to the war ought to 
divide now the Friends of freedom; and surely, the Democ- 
racy, defeated by a combination of the opponents of the w^ar 
with the special friends often of its successf ul generals, can 
have no interest in reviving or perpetuating these differ- 
ences. I was never able to persuade myself that the claim 
of Texas to the Territory between the Neuces and the Kio 
Grande was any thing more than one of their bold preten- 
sions by which the slaveholders have so often imposed on 
the acquiescent spirit of the North and extended their own 
dominion. I never believed therefore that the inarching of 
our troops to the Rio Grande was a wise or rightful exor- 
cise of executive Authority. 1 have over thouglit that had 
Mr. Benton or any Statesman of like character been at the 
head of affairs in 1845-6 the war would have ])ecu avoided. 
Of course I never justified the commencement of the war; 
but after the war was actually commenced & had rcc'^ the 
sanction of congress, I did not think it my duty to persevere 
in opposition to it. I had friends and relations in the army 
for whom I felt & with whom I sympathized. The officers 
& men in the field were in the service of the country & 
entitled to the regard and support of the (country th(\y 
served. The range of my historical reading mad(‘ me 
acquainted with no instance in which war had l)e(m wtig(Hl 
with so much regard, on the whole, to tlic die.tates of 
humanity and with so little injury to non combatants. Tlien^ 
were some deplorable exceptions to this general observation, 
it is true, hut they exceptions only, lamenbid and condeimu^d 
as such in the army as out of it. I never, therefore opiiosed 
the vigorous prosecution of the war for that seemed to me 
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the surest if not the only way to a permanent beneficial 
peace. When our army had taken possession of Mexico it 
seemed to me that the true lino of duty and policy for our 
Government was to maintain the ascendancy which had been 
acquired and l^y encouraging the establishment of a Mexican 
Government under our auspices and protection to prepare 
the way for the gradual incorporation into our American 
Union, and thus extend our Boundary to the Isthmus. I 
was not however, so anxious for the whole of Mexico as to 
be dissatisfied with the treat3" of Peace which was actually 
made. 

The immense acquisitions of Territory which that treaty 
secured to us, giving to us the command of the Pacific and 
the control in great measure of the commerce between the 
east & the west of the old world cannot be too highly val- 
ued. If secur('d for Freedom by timely effort now the settle- 
ment of these territories and their organization into States, 
under the auspices of the American Republic will probably 
attract other Mexican States into voluntary union ^ with us 
and exert an influence upon the destinies of both hemispheres 
which can hardly be exaggerated. I am conscious that the 
foregoing statement of my views is rather crude & imper- 
fect, but it will be sufficient to show that you have rightly 
judged as to my position. You may safely challenge the 
production of a single remark ever made by me against the 
pros(^cution of the war after it was commenced, or in deroga- 
tion or disparageuKuit of our oJQScers & men or their just 
claims, or in opposition to the grant of any necessary sup- 
plies. I dont wish you to understand, however, that I join 
in any impeachment of those who conscientiously opposed 
the war from first to last. Among the opponents of the 
war w(u*c many doul)tles8 who were governed mainl}^ by 
party c.onsiderations: but others were, men of the purest & 
most elevated character, who were controlled throughout by 
conscientious convictions of Christian duty, unmingled with 
any wish or purpose, factiously and unnecessarily to embar- 
rass the (!rov(u*nnient. God forbid, that I should join in 
any (uy against such men, because I find myself unable to 

Idea had laH'V claboraLed in Uii‘ National Era lor Aug. ID, 1847. ef E. (J. 
Bounic, ^‘TUo PropoHud AbHorptiou of Mexico,” EsHaynni Historical Criticism, p. 286. 
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agree with them. It is enough for mo to hold and act upon 
my own opinions — not with absolute certainty that I am 
right, but honestl}^ endeavoring to avoid error, without 
impeaching those who hold contrary views. Of course this 
rough letter is not for the public but simply for 3 ^our own 
satisfaction. 

Notwithstanding all the abuse heaped upon me, I have as 
yet kept out of the Newspapers, preferring to let my acts 
define my position in due season. 1 am very sorry to 
observe remark that you are embarrassed in maintaining 
your position by want of jiecuniary means. My own 
resources by the hea\\y drafts made on them of late are com- 
pletely exhausted, but we have friends in Brown County 
who are able & I trust willing to come promptly to your 
aid. You do the work & bear the brunt of the contest, and 
they should iinhesitatingl}^ furnish the munitions of war. 
I have taken the liberty of writing to my friend Mr. Coyne ( '0 
on this subject. Was this wrong? If not, will you not 
speak to him jmurself ? 

Let me hear from you soon, & meantime believe me 


Tj IL G* KepharP^' 

fllWE k,b|l'’^4b. I 

My dear Sir — On my return from thnnkfort, Kcntiudcy, 
day before yesterday, I found jmur note of the 7th inst. on 
my table. I shall not think it worth while to respond to 
the editorials of the Bee; but when a true <&> devoted 
friend to the sacred cause of Freedom asks my athmtion to 
any particular matter of accusation against me, I cannot 
hesitate about giving him all the satisfa(‘tion in uiy powcu'. 
You write as if you feared some l)ad results to the (‘aus(‘. of 
Free Democracy from the imputation of the B(^c, implied 
rather than stated, that 1 (‘hanged or modified my opiifions 
in regard to the Mexican war, for tlu'. sake of securing my 
election to the Senate. N(fither this nor any <)th(n‘ imputa- 
tion alarms me. 1 have mnther time nor inclination for 
rc'plics to tlu’i atta(‘ks mad(^ on me by the partisans of d'ay- 

« From lottcr-book <5, p. 01 (coiUitiued on 107). 
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lorism. I prefer to let the acts of my life speak for me. 
If these witnesses are not ])elievech neither will any state- 
ment that I can make obtain credence. I do not therefore 
as ii g’eneral rule take any notice of Newspaper aspersions. 
To you, however, a friend, I say distinctly that I neither 
iuiradecl nor inodiji^^d any old opinion, or adopted or ex- 
pressed any new one, for the sake of securing my election. 
I ahoidon opinions when eonrlnctd that they are iorong and 
adopt opinions when >^atdfied that they are Picjlit^ not othce- 
/cMr. As to my opinions on the IMexican war I do not 
bdieve that a dozen mcml)ers of the Legislature kne\v what 
they W(u*e. Certainly 1 was not interrogated at all in 
rc'^pect to them, nor can I recoiled, that I (*onv(n-sed with 
any member on that subject, until after my return from 
Washington, though it is by no means impossible that 1 
may have done so. I haA'o however expressed on various 
occasions my views on tlu^ siil)ject in conversation hotliAvitli 
friends and o])pononts, and those conversations may have 
be(m report'd to mom])ers, though I have no knowledge of 
the fad;. Of course there is not the slightest ground for the 
idea that I 'bstoopcad' to aipy insincerity or disguise for the 
sak(' of heing Senator. I can say, I believe with truth, that 
the olliee has very little charm for me, except so far as it 
adds to my al)ility to promote the welfare of my country 
ami advance the interests of the eause of Freedom. 

I m'ver look any aedive part in the controversy between 
the Whigs & l)(mK)crats in regard to the Mexican war. 1 
was engaged in a ditie.rent contest & on dilierent (piestions. 
To me the <pu'stion of slavery seemed paramount in impor- 
tance to th(^ (piestion of the war: and I never thought 
it desirable to divide those who agreed in opposition to 
slavery, by raising disputes among them on tlie subject of 
the war. In fad this seemed to nu". the g(meral policy of the 
Lilxudy mou; and (‘unsecjuently we find no expression of 
opinion either in the Resolutions of the National Convention 
of 1S47, or of any Convention in our own State on this mat- 
ter. Th<'; Liberty men, generally, cotidcmnod the war, but 
some in one degree & some in another; and very few, to that 
degree, that they (jould not unite cordially with the Free 
Soil Democracy of New York, who generally sanctioned the 



176 


AMEEIOAN HISTOBIOAL ASSOCIATION. 


war, in the support of the same national candidates; one of 
whom it is remarkable enough, sustained while the others 
opposed the Government in the prosecution of it. Holding 
the view which was thus acted on by the Liberty men gen- 
erally I seldom referred to the war at all in any public*, 
addresses and, when I did, thought it best to abstain from 
any line of remark calculated to introduce division among 
ourselves. 1 had, however, my individual views on the 
subject, which I freel,y expressed, whenever the occasion 
seemed proper for it, in private talk. Those views I have 
not held or expressed dogmatically, or with any absolute 
certainty that they were right exclusively, and that every- 
body who dissented from them was wrong. They were in 
substance the same as those expressed by Wilberforce in 
relation to the war of England against France in 1S03 — a 
war in my judgment, the commencement of which was cpiitc 
as indefensible as that of our war against Mexico 
strongly opposed this war ho remarked ‘‘differing from 
those with whom 1 commonly agreed, at a groat cost of 
private feeling; but when once it had begun, F d!d not pvr- 
Sid — in declajiining (tgrdmst its inijiolicg cf? ndschinfs^ hvatuso 
Ihimo tlmt Ig so doing /should onlg my oountnyy 

I was not in any position to make my views of any conse- 
quence; and in this respect my circumstaiu*es were veuy 
unlike those of Wilberforce, who was a prominent and 
influential member of Parliament. As a private citii^cn, 
however, though I did not approve the commencinnent of 
the war but on the contraiy always regarded the pretension 
of Texas to the boundary of the Eio Grander as groundless, 
and the order of the President, that the troops should 
advance to that river as therefore unwarranted, 1 did noli 
on the other hand, after the war was actually begun & had 
received the sanction of the Congress, think it my duty to 
oppose its vigorous prosecution, on tlie, (jontrary it scHumal 
to me, reasoning on actual facts & not on fa<ds as I could 
have wished them to ])o, that this course was tlu’^ ozily pra(‘,- 
ticablc road to a sure & permanent jx'ace. hi this I may 
have been wrong, and wlum (‘onvin<‘e(l that I was, I shall 
fully admit it. I rej<)i(‘e certainly tiiat 1 was in oo i)ubli<*. 
position, which would constrain me, Jiulding tluvse vi(^ws 
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and unconvinced by argument against them to differ in 
action from those who felt themselves constrained by 
honest convictions of imperative duty uninfluenced by the 
spirit of opposition to the existing administi^ation, to 
oppose all measures for the prosecution as well as the com- 
mencement of the war. Nor do I expect that any future 
circumstances will arise, the war being now terminated, in 
which I shall be compelled to differ from them. I might 
go farther in this subject, but I have said enough to shew 
you my exact position. In one thing we shall probably all 
agree that the result of the war has signally disappointed 
the anticipation of those who supi^orted it as some doubt- 
less did with a view to the extension of slavery. The 
acquisition of New Mexico & California, free from slavery, 
by their own laws, and the bold demand of the slaveholders 
that they shall be surrendered to its blight, has aroused a 
spirit of inquiiy upon the whole subject of that terrible 
curse and the relations of the National Government to it, 
which can hardly fail to precipitate the downfall of the 
slave power & hasten the era of emancipation. Let me 
assure you, my dear sir, that I shall always receive the 
“ reproofs of instruction” with respectful consideration. I 
am far from believing that I have attained correct views of 
every subject. I dare not say that I am exempt from even 
more than the ordinary bias of human nature in forming 
my judgments. But I can say that I desire to be right & 
pray that I may be kept from all error, &> especially all 
error harmful to our beloved country or to the cause of 
Human Freedom &> progress — Join me in these prayers <& 
when you believe me wrong tell me so. If after all, in any 
particular, my course shall not meet your approbation, 
before you go beyond a simple condemnation of that par- 
ticular action or line of action and think of withdrawing 
your confidence from me or inducing others to do so, con- 
sider whether you are warranted in so doing by the whole 
tenor of my life and the general character & scope of all 
my conduct. Having thus considered act as your sense of 
duty prompts you. I ask no more. 

l\ 8. I shall l)e pleased to h(iar from you in answer to 
this. 


11. Doc. 101, pt 2 12 
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To George Beber.^ 

June 19 , 1849 . 

Mt deak sib. I have not often reed, a letter which 
afforded me so much gi'atification as the few lines from you 
which I found on mi’ table last Saturday on my return from 
Frankfort. Our limited intercoui-se last winter had given 
me, a verv pleasing impression of your Character; but I 
confess I was not prepared for so generous an estimate of 
myself and my motives as your letter expresses. I have 
been so much & so perseveringly misconstrued and maligned 
that the surprise of justice from an opponent almost equals 
the pleasure. Your oi)po,sition to mj' election never awak- 
ened in my breast the slightest dissatisfaction. You did not 
agree with me in political opinions, and holding your own 
views honestly you could not properly aid in placing me in 
a position of trust and influence, which would enable mo the 
more effectively to recommend & advance my own opposite 
views. I am a Democrat unreservedly. Investigation & 
reflection satisfied me long since that the leading measures & 
maxims of the Democracy were right. And yet I did [not] 
act with the Democrats, because, I could not so long as it 
was under the leading of slave holding and .subservient poli- 
ticians without violating my convictions of duty. 1 was 
obliged, therefore, to act with thatforloi-n hope of Freedom 
the Liberty Party — than which I verily believe th(U'o never 
was a party composed of tracr or nobler spirits. Last wi li- 
ter I desired to see the Democrats & Frcosoilers in our Leg- 
islature act together, because I knew that many in the old 
Democratic lino wore tired of the alliance with Slavery & 
felt sure that a liberal & conciliatory (;ourso on the part cil' 
the Freesoilers towards them would do much towaixls break- 
ing up that alliance and bringing the entire party upon our 
platform. I was satisfied moreover that in the Hamilton 
County matter and the apportionment ((uostion tln^ right 
was on the side of the Domoci'ats. Policy & , Justice, there- 
fore concurred in recommending to my mind the course 
actually adopted, a.s mo.st fit in itself for adojition and besst 
adapted to the advancement of the genmul <‘an.se of Free- 
dom. I must ob.serve, however, that it was nO wish of mini' 

(I l^roiu Icttor book 0, pp, 2<t and 2(b 
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that the oiEces to he filled hy the Legislature should be 
divided exclusively among democrats <& Freesoilers. I ^as 
anxious that the Whigs themselves should signalize their 
own sense of justice, by yielding such modifications of the 
apportionment law as moderate and fair minded men could 
agree on & that the Freesoilers & Democrats on the other 
hand should concur in the appointment of Whigs to a rea- 
sonable proportion of the offices to be filled. 

Had this course been pursued, I am satisfied that much 
good would have resulted from it. An era of good feeling 
would have arisen among the contending parties and the 
honor & peace of the State put in jeopardy by the conten- 
tions growing out [of] the apportionment law, would have 
been restored & secured. I will not say that in the counsel 
I gave last winter I was not uninfluenced by personal con- 
siderations: but I can say that I do believe that I was not 
influenced by such considerations in any extraordinary 
degree. Certainly I neither modified nor compromised in 
any way, m}" political principles. I made no pledges — came 
under no obligations which at all, impair my absolute inde- 
pendence of part}^ restraint. If the Democratic j^arty shall 
prove itself in truth & earnest, a free democracy, I shall 
rejoice in being instrumental in promoting, by honorable 
means, its ascendancy. But [if] the Democratic Party shall 
determine in spite of all remonstrances and all efforts to 
prevent it to go down to Egypt for help and renew an 
unnatural alliance with the Slave holding Oligarchy, I shall, 
with God’s help, go straight on in my old course, and whether 
with few or many, enter upon the political battle of 1852 as 
I went into those of ISLt and 1818, under the banner of 
“No Nationalized Slavery” “No more compromises of 
Freedom” I think however you will admit that the signs 
of the times do not indicate any such counse of the Democ- 
racy. Excuse the infliction of so long a letter upon you. 
Read it with patience & good humor and I will charge no 
other fee for complying with your request to be enrolled 
among my personal friends. 

P. S. 1 send you the Report of the Commissioner of the 
land office, the extended and carefully prepared tables are 
of more than ordinary value. 
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To Hon. Benjamin H Butler/^ 

Cincinnati, July ISJ^O. 

Wrote him New York — 

My dear sir— The Free clemoenic^- of Ohio naturally re- 
gard with a good deal of solicitude the movement now made 
in New York with a view to Union between the Free democ- 
racy and supporters of General Cass: and as one of their 
num])er I have thought it best to state frankly to you the 
light in which the matter appears to me, and to ask in re- 
turn an equally frank expression of your own thou^dits 
upon it. Union between the different sections of the Dem- 
ocratic party is undoubtedly much to bo desired: but it 
must be a union upon principle. The Buffalo Convcntioii 
promulgated a Platform of Democratic Doctrines & Meas- 
ures which those who composed that body pledged them- 
selves in the most solemn manner to maintain and defend, 
until victory should crown the efforts of the free Democ- 
racy. That platform we adopted, as the National Platform 
of Freedom in opposition to the sectional Platform of 
.Slavery. I have never met a Democrat of the Free States 
who did not admit that every resolution adopted by the 
Convention embodied sound democratic opinion. The reso- 
lution least likelj" to meet such general ai)pi‘oval was that 
in relation to the Tariff* and this resolution, as you an', well 
aware, was the least palatable to me. Still it is iin([ucstion- 
able that this resolution expresHCs quite as distinctly the 
doctrine of a Tariff for Revenue, in contradistinction from 
a tariff for Protection, as the- resolutions generally ado[)t(‘d 
on that subject in Democratic Conventions. The Buffalo 
Platform then is the Democratic Platform on which we ai‘(', 
pledged to stand, at least until in National Convention tin'. 
Free Democracy shall see ht to modify it, in harmony with 
the progress of Opinion. I see that the Pennsylvanian 
suggests as the basis of Union in New York general for- 
giveness on the part of the Cass Democrats to the Barn- 
))urners for the crime of SLi])porting Martin Van Biir(m, 

rtFrom Dttcr-lKXjk (5, lij). nii and 191-11)5. Benjamin Frarikli!! BuLlci*, 17Sir)-lK5.S; 
Attornoy Clone rnl of Iho United StalCH IcSitlJ-isiH; Aotnijif Secretary of War OoIoIhm', 
ISlJO-Kandi, Mr. Butler liad presented Van Buren’s nanu'i at (In' BulValoeon- 

viaitiou in 18*18. 
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and. in consideration thereof, the aT)andonment on the part 
of the Barn]>iirners of the Buffalo Platform. 1 have no 
fear that any terms so degrading will he aceeeded to hy the 
generous spirits with whom you & I fought last year the 
most important political battle which this country has ever 
witnessed. But I have feared that a desire for union and 
the hope of a speedy triumph over their ancient antagonists 
the Whigs might lead them to take somewhat lower grounds 
on the subject of slavery than was taken at Buffalo. I 
should regard this as a deplorable mistake, to say no worse. 
I do not think that the Democracy could be reunited by 
such a step. You would leave out of the party formed 
by such a compromise, the entire body of the old liberty 
men and nearl}^ all the Progressive Whigs who united with 
us last fall mainly on the Anti Slavery grounds: but those 
principles and views on political questions generally are so 
little whiggish, in the conservative sense of that term, that 
we may fairl}’ assert them to be as Democratic in the main 
as our own. Besides this loss of numerical force, there 
would be the loss, still more to be deprecated, of moral 
power. The surrender or modification of Anti Slavery 
principle for the sake of Hunker affiliation and support 
would provoke and justify the contemptuous sarcasm of the 
entire Whig press, giving it a vantage of attack, which it 
would be prompt to avail itself of: Under these circum- 
stances where would the Democracy be in future struggles, 
in nearly every one of the Free States Borne down, I 
think, by a tide of opinion setting against it as untrue to 
its own principles & retrograded from its own position, 
much better it seems to me, will it be for the Free Democ- 
racy to maintain its own organization firml}" and resolutel}’’, 
and trust for growth for individual accessions and the junc- 
tions of small bodies in counties and towns, than to form 
any union upon the ground of compromised principle. 
There is no occasion for haste. The campaign of 1852 will 
not l)e opened for more than a year. The Free Democracy 
is daily gaining strength. The people approve our views 
and measures. The Old hunkers cannot go into the Battle 
of ’52, without uniting with us on our own platform, except 
to meet inevitable and disastrous defeat. Not many of them 
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have any such love for the maxims of Hunkerism as will 
make them covet political martyrdom. Thej^ must there- 
fore advance to our platform however reluctantly or grad- 
ually. Better >vait for them where we are than in our haste 
to rush to their embraces, leave our principles behind us. 

I was much pleased by the remarks of John Van Buren 
at Cleveland.^^ He took the true ground ''No more Slave 
States: No Slave Territory No encouragement But rather 
discouragement of Slavery by the General Government, 
and no support of any candidate for the Presidency who is 
not with us upon* the platform’’ of course J don’t give his 
language, but his views only. The last is the te>st clause. 
There are enough who will shout forth the three first ju’opo- 
sitions: but shrink from their practical application by the 
fourth, and agreement in the application must necessarily 
he the only secure basis of Union: for no other union will 
stand the trial of a nomination for the Presidency if that 
nomination would fall on a candidate of proslaveiy or 
doubtful principles. I hope that John Van Buren’s senti- 
ments truly reflect the opinions of the Free Dorao(‘-ra(‘y of 
New York. If they do whatever may become of the pro- 
posed union between the Free Democrats and hunkers in 
your state, the union of the Fi’ee Democracy of the union — 
far more important to the country and the cause of human 
freedom & Progress in gcnci*al — is safe and its ultimate 
triumph as certain as the truth of its glorious principles. 
I enclose to you a communication to tlu'- Toledo litipublican 
written, I suppose, by Mr. Hamlin the President of our 
Board of Public Works, which will still further shew you 
the views which prevail among us — shall g-lad to lu^ar 
from you as soon as your leisure will permit and m(‘anwhile 
remain 


To wooer. 

Portland, 

My DEAR Sumner. Professor lletiry returns to Boston 
tomorrow, and I shall of course j)refcr to take his dc^posi- 
tion there. As Hillard will be out of town I shall have to 

ff Prolmbly at the NorthwcHt Ordimmeo ConvcnUon, July 12, (tX, T. <1. Smith IJh- 
erty and Free Soil Parties, 177. 
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(Mill on you. So he ready to commence Tuesday morning*. 
I want to tinish the same day if possible, so as to leave in 
the Evening train for Xew York. Henry will leave in the 
afternoon train. I shall get into the morning cars, and 
spend a few hours with Hale at Dover. We both expect to 
be at the Revere House by 8 P. M. 

I wish you could have been with me at Professor Bachels 
encampment yesterday. There is no more glorious prospect 
visible from any point on which I ever stood, and both Bache 
and Henry said the same thing. The former was in raptures. 

It is very pleasant to write you; though not half so 
pleasant as to hear you and look into your face and see youv 
soul, and answer you after my poor fashion. I never feel 
my poverty so much as when among ^mu affluent scholars 
of Boston and its environments. The humiliation is more 
than compensated l)y the pleasure and protit I derive from 
your learning. But pleasant as writing is — or rather not 
writing for the manual part of it I fairU*- hate — but commu- 
nication even with this drawback, I must not spend more 
time on it, but bid you, good evening 
Ever yours, faithfully, 


To Charles Siwwer, 

New Ha vex, iJ, 1S4^. 

My DEAK SuiviXEu: I wish I could have an opportunity to 
(iomraune with you, and hear of all your doings at your 
Convention, and what was the spirit that animated the Free 
Democracy there assembled. I tiiid no man so (‘ongenial to 
me as 3 ’'ourself ; though I do not pretend to bo ap to your 
theories in all respects. I fear that this world is not to be 
redeemed from its ten thousand self inflicted curses so easil}" 
as we flatter ourselves at the outset of any reform enter- 
prise, and, especially, before brought much in contact with 
the machinery behind the scenes, by which the movements 
in view are regulated. 

Still shall we do nothing because we can not do best, or 
by directest means? I think otherwise. Let us do what 
our hands find to do, and by such means as we can, ever 
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caring- that they be honest so that our consciences reproach 
us not. 

I want to see your jA.(idi-ess. I am sure it must be woi th^ 
of you: though you labored undci’ so many disad-s antages 
in the composition of it. I could hardlj’’ pardon myself if I 
could imagine that your kind compliance with my wishes 
has abated anything of its force or persuasiveness. 

For this i.s a time when wc need our strongest utterances 
and most animating exhortations. It is the day of reaction 
the world ovez*, I feai-. jAnd we must take onto ouiselves 
the whole az-mor of Fz’cedom if we would with.staizd the 
assaults of the advez-saz-j’’. 

I azn in 4oubt about the course of our fi-zonds in Now 
Yoz-k. On the one hand, the fact tliat John Van Buren, 
who has so fully and thoroughly committed himself witli us, 
not only last fall hut this Suizznzcr at Cleveland, advised tlu'. 
union inspiz-e.s mo with hope that he and. his friends mean 
to bring the Democracy of Now York unreservedly upon 
our platform, and have assuz-ed ground for believing that 
they can do it; on the other hand, T know so W(dl how dilh- 
cult a task it is that they have undertaken, and how tnisily, 
if adhesion to the antislnvery articles of our platform ho not 
made a test, men can creep into office and into Congress 
who will betray the people of the Free States as they have 
been betrayed over and over again, that I feed vei-y, vez-y 
uneasy about the issue. I know no better way now how- 
ever than to put the best face i)OHsil)le on tli(H mattcu-, light 
the battle through with the Whigs this fall, aznl prepar('. tlui 
old Liizerty men and the Antislavcuy Whigs, and the An(i- 
slavez-j Doizioez-ats who constitute the life and soul of the 
Free Deizzocz-acy, to i-ally atiew on the Buiralo Platform, and 
break up the union, if the union shall be found to neez'.ssitate 
an abandonment or essential sacrificse of our Antislavcu-y 
Positions. 

Next winter will determine much. Wo shall know each 
other and how we stand and where we stand. For one I’ll 
2 iot budge an inch frozn luy old positions. Nothing I<‘ss 
than the Divor<fe of the (hnieral Covcrmzicnt from slavza-y 
will satisfy me. I originated this expi-ession in 1841 in the 
first Liberty Address published in Ohio, or wc-st of the 
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Mountains 5 and I naean to bo faithful to its entire import. 
I have full confidence that at least two men in the House 
will stand firmly on the same ground. 

But we are not to have Palfrey. At least so would it 
seem from the results of the last trial. Has he reconsidered 
his determination not to stand again? He ought not to 
think a moment of declining. If he adheres to that resolu- 
tion, however, it does seem to me that r.othing can he done 
half so well as to have you just move into the distxdct, and 
take the nomination in his place. Every man who votes for 
him would vote for you, and none of that spirit of per- 
sistence in wrongdoing which is so active against him could 
be brought to operate against you. I do hope, if Palfrey 
absolutely declines, that this will be thought of him. 

Please write me at Philadelphia, care of C. D. Cleveland, 
3 Clinton St. and send me a weekly Republican containing' 
the report of your Convention and anything else you may 
think of interest to mo. I expect to be in Philadelphia, 
Wednesday morning, and to remain there two or three days. 

Ever faithfully 3"our friend, 


To Oh<irJi\^ S\nnnet\ 

Philadelphia, iP, 181 ^, 9 , 
My DEAR Sumner, I thank Amu heartily for 3"our prompt 
compliance with 1113" request for information of the doings 
of 3mur Convention. I have read its proceedings with great 
interest, and the Address with particular attention. The 
proceedings are worth3’' of the Free Democrac3" of old Mas- 
sachusetts — earnest, x^^^tical, principled — and tending, I 
hope, to great results. Would to God that you could carry 
the State this Fall. What a triumph it would be and what 
an impetus it Avould give to our cause in eveiy quarter? 
Can it not ])e done? Can yon not, all of 3mu, buckle on 
your armor, and rousing the jxeople by an eloquence suited 
to the crisis, achieve a victory for Freedom, which will 
prove that the world is not wdiolly given over to inaction, — 
that will (*()inpensate, in some measure, for our defeats in 
Vermont and Hungary^ One great difficult3' we labor 



186 


AMEKICA:Nr HISTOKICAL ASSOCIATIOlSr. 


under is that our opponents can so palpably demonstrate 
our numerical weakness by pointing to the fact that we have, 
as yet, carried no State. This is a great discouragement to 
some who want to live somewhat ])y sight as well as by 
faith. 

Of the Address 1 need onl}" say that I think it altogether 
worthy of iN'ot as I regard it as being so polished and 

perfect a comi)osition as some which have emanated from 
your pen: ])ut as replete with just sentiment, correct views 
and sound principles. It is, as yon say, a Liberty Address, 
and urges the same topics which I have se\T-ral times, in such 
papers, discussed. I cannot express how earnestly I desire 
thatjmii may gather under the banner you uufujd a majority 
of the voters. For my own part, I mean to abide on the 
platform, which the Address presents, whether with few or 
many. 

The union of the Hunkers and Barnburners of New York 
struck me unpleasantly as it did 3’^ou. It s(unued to me 
that our friends had gone too far, in tlieir anxiety to seciiro 
united support of a single ticket. It seemed to me*; that if 
they had taken your Massachusetts ground, and (‘onUmted 
themselves with proving their Democracy, not by pcvligrcM^ 
but by works, and had appealed to th(‘. rco])l(i to support; 
them, independently of old party ties, tln^y would hav('- 
done better. When the Hunkers refused to adoi)t llu^ plat- 
form, I would say, that the time for unioti had i)asscd. 
Although, however, these views most rtiasonablc^, 

1 do not at all distrust the sincere devotion to our primfiples 
and cause of our friends who thought and acied dillercntly. 
They supposed that the entire l)()dy of the (Icmiocaucy, with 
insigniticant exceptions, could brought by th(‘. Union 
upon our platform, and made to take ground with us against 
the support of national candidates noi op(mly and avowcnlly 
committed to our principles. If this exixictation of theirs 
should bo proved to have been warranted, ])y (Aunits, their 
movement will be sanctioned l)y its results. I hope; it may 
be. Meanwhile it behooves all friends of Frixxlom to luxxl 
well what they arc doing, atid to take can^ that tlu^y do not 
become so entangled in party meshes, that they camiot with- 
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draw themselves, in a powerful and united body, whenever, 
(if ever) the Party shall prove false to Freedom. 

For me, I think I may say, that you may depend on me. 

I have no senatorial or legislative experience and some 
qualities which will be sadly in my way; but I will be faith- 
ful to the Free Soil Cause, and, according to the measure of 
my discretion and ability, will labor to advance it. I shall 
not forget your admonition to remember what is expected 
of me; and though, I cannot hope, if there be such expecta- 
tion as your words impty, to satisfy it, I do hope to be able 
(to) shew that I am not undeserving of the confidence of 
Freedom’s Friends. 

Poussin^ came to Phila. (en route for Washington) by the 
same train of cars which brought me. I had some conver- 
sation with him. He appeared a good deal excited by the 
doings and sayings at Washington. He said that he did not 
know what were the grounds of offence taken by our Gov- 
ernment — that if he had expressed himself incautiously or 
offensively he was quite willing to modify or retract, as 
propriety might require; and he seemed especially sensitive 
on the score that being himself an American, and ardently 
devoted to American Institutions, he should be thought 
capable of wilfully doing or saying anything injurious to 
the American People. 

1 see by this morning’s papers (most of the above was 
written yesterday) that the Republic gives a full account of 
the matter. The expressions of Poussin were certainly 
indiscreet, but hardly justif}^, under all the circumstances, 
his abrupt dismissal. I suppose, however, it cannot be 
recalled. What influence will they have upon the reception 
of Rives? And how far has this course been adopted in 
view of the probable reception of Rives ? 

I expect to leave Phila. for Washington tomorrow — Sat- 
urday morning — and to remain there until Wednesday 
evening. Write me if you have time. Tell me what John 

a Guillaume Tell LaTall6e Poussin was the minister of the second French Republic, 
1848-49, to the United States. Ho was dismissed Sept. 15, 1849, for discourtesy, the 
French Government having declined to recall him. See the art. in the N. Y. Courier & 
Enquirer for Sept. 19, reprinted in the N. Y. Tribune Sept. 20, 1849. The incident 
created considerable excitement and caused a fall in stocks owing to the apprehen- 
sions in regard to its consequences. 
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Van Bureii and Butler f^ay to you. (xhid that Palfrey with- 
draws withdrawal. 

Atfectionately and faithfully yours, 

Can’t help thinkino- thouo-h that you could till his place 
and he elected if he did not. 


To Chai^!ci< Snuvnor, 

Washington, Dec. lit., 

Mr HEAR Sumner: I thank you for }^our ar^-uinent in de- 
fense of equality before the law" for the colored people of 
Boston, in respect to public instruction. It is soniethino* 
more than reason — it is reason inspired by the sentiment of 
humanity. I take it for granted that it will ))e published in 
pamphlet form. When so published I hope you will send 
me a number of copies. It will give me real pleasure in 
aiding its circulation. 

The papers show you the course of things here. ( J idd ings, 
who is himself a liyingpillar, says there is less doubkdacxuT 
here than at any former session. But the amount \'isible is 
disgusting. But for the presence of the Spartan Boss of 
Free Democrats, I have no doubt the Soutli would liavc'. com- 
pletely triumphed. 

Yesterday was a day of great (v\(‘item(mti. I)is(Uissi<)n, 
speeches, and arrays of clippings, as in a th(^-atr(^, was the 
programme of the Slaveholders, and fora tinn^. it friglit(uu‘(l 
many Northern men. , Fudge Allen’s speech reassur(‘d souu^ 
of them. His illustration of the sluveholding demonstralion 
by comparison with the arrangement of poor (Joklsmhh’s 
friend to give eclat to the production of its lirst play was 
exceedingly well timed. And how admirably lu‘. ex{)<)sed 
Winthrop. The political committees, he showcid from W\s 
own admissions and statements were constituted foiv/c/A// 
the Committees on the District, the Territories, and tlu‘. Ju- 
diciary were constituted for huaiion, 

«This phraHC HO ramiliar to-day scorns to havclxa'ii introduced into hy Siuri- 

nor. It represents the French “fealitO dovant la loi.” “K<inuUly Ixlore the law” 
isnotdetined iiorwaTiy ex;ainj)lc of its use <'it(‘d in the New English DlcUoimry c(lltt*d 
by J. A. U. Murray and others. Cf. Pierce’s Sumner, Vol. IXJ, p. ‘lO. 
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It is impossible now to foresee how all will end. But we 
hope the best. Certainh^ great advantages have been gained, 
and the Free Soilers have made by eveiy point so far. 

Most Cordialh" 3' ours. 


To E, S. Ilamlm. 

Washington, 17, ISlfi. 

My dear Ha^h^in, I have just come down from the Capi- 
tol. In the Senate we had a brief Executive Session — 
nothing done. Todaj' we were to have elected Committees 
but the Old Line Caucus had not arrang'ed matters to suit 
them, & the elections were put off till tomorrow. You 
know that in the Senate the Majority party selects in Cau- 
cus the majorities of such committees as they think lit so to 
organize & minorities on the others, & the minority party 
in caucus selects the balance. The committees thus selected 
have been hitherto adopted hy common consent. What 
will be done tomorrow I cannot sa^v There was trouble 
5"esterda3^ between the friends of Benton & Calhoun in Cau- 
cus. I have not been invited to the Democratic Caucus. 
I do not think I should attend, as matters now stand, if I 
was: but it is not impossible that both Hale and I shall go 
in before the session closes. To a democratic Senator who 
spoke to me on the subject I answered that I thought that 
having been elected exclusivety by Democratic & free 
democratic votes I ought to be invited; but whether I w"^. 
attend or not I was not prepared to sa}^, There was a dis- 
cussion or conversation about inviting me; but of what 
character I dont know. 

In the House thev have been balloting, or rather voting 
for Speaker. Since the menaces of the Southern men the 
other day and their insolent proscription of every man, as 
untit to receive their votes, except slavery extensionists the 
northern democrats have got their backs up and so many of 
them now refuse to vote for any extensionist that it seems 
impossible to elect any man whom the slaveholding demo- 
crats? will support, except l)y a coalition between these 
last, aided hy the doughfaced democrats & the slaveholding 
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’Whio-s. Rumors of such a coalition have heennfo fora 
day or tvo; but the candidate of the extensionists, Lynn 
Bovd, has not yet received votes enough to enable those 
Southern Whigs who are willing to go for lum, to effect his 
election. I am glad to be able to say that the Ohio delega- 
tion is firm on the side of the Free States, with two excep- 
tions Miller & Hoagland. Until today I hoped that Col. 
Hoagland would abide with the body of the Ohio demo- 
crat”; hut he gave way today & voted for Boyd. This is 
the more to lie regretted as Boyd was, as I hear, one of the 
foremost in clapping & applauding Toombs’s insolent dis- 
union speech the other day, and after he had closed his 
harranguc went to him & clapped him on the back in the 
most fraternizing manner. 

Who, then, can be speaker? you will ask. To which I 
can only reply, I really cannot say. At present it seems as 
if the contest must be determined finally by the Extension- 
ists against the Anti Extensionists without reference to old 
party lines. An attempt was made today at a bargain be- 
tween the Hunker Whigs & Hunker Democrats. A Ken- 
tucky member offered a resolution that Withrop should bo 
Speaker; Forney, Clerk; & somebody, I can not say wlu), 
Sargeant at arms. The democrats voted almost unani- 
mously to lay this resolution on the table tin. Whigs, in 
great numbers, voted against this disposition ot it. I his 
looks well for those Hunkers who affect such a holy hoiroi 
of bargains. 

With these facts before you, you can form, better than I 
can, an idea of the probable shape of things in the future. 
To me it seems as if the process of reorganization was going 
on pretty rapidly in the northern democracy. I am much 
mistaken, if any candidate who will not take the ground as- 
sumed in my letter to Breslin, can obtain the suppoit of tlu^ 
Democracy of the North or of the Country. 

We arc all looking with much interest to Ohio. Mb Car- 
ter has received several letters ixrging him to boa candidate', 
for Govoi'iior: but he will not consent except as a mattc'.r 
of necessity. He is a true, man here, and so, above most, is 
Amos E. Wood. Judge Myers would be a very ae.ceptahl(', 
eandidah', to the'. Free Democracy; — so, also, I should think 
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would be Dimmoek. IMy own regard for Dimmock is very 
strong. Judge IVood would encounter, I learn, some 
opposition from the friends of Tod, and his decisions in some 
slavery cases would be brought up against him especially 
with Beaver for an opponent. Still, in many respects, he 
w"^. be a very strong man. After all it is chiefly important 
that the resolutions of the Convention should be of the 
right stamp & that the candidate should place himself 
unreservedly upon them. 

As to the Free Democratic State Convention, — I think it 
desirable on many accounts that one should be held; and 
that it be known soon that one is to be held. 1 do not think 
it expedient to call it expressh’ to nominate, but rather to 
consider the expediency of nomination & promote, generally 
the cause of Free Democracy. 

I have written to Pugh urging the adoption by the House, 
if the Senate is not organized, of resolutions sustaining their 
members in Congress. I think much good would be done 
hy resolutions to this effect. 

Kesolved, That the determination evinced by many slave- 
state memloers of Congress, claiming to be Whigs & Demo- 
crats, to support for the oflSice of Speaker no known & 
decided opponent of Slavery Extension, and indeed no man 
who will not, in the exercise of his official powers, constitute 
the Committees of the House of Representatives so as to 
promote actively or by inaction the extension of slavery, is 
an affront & indignity to the whole people of the Free States, 
nearly unanimous in opposition to such extension. 

Resolved, That we coi'dially approve of the conduct of 
those representatives from Ohio who* have, since the mani- 
festation of this determination on the part of members for 
the Slave States, steadily refuse^^ to vote for any Slavery 
Extensionists ; and ifledge to them, on behalf of the State 
of Ohio, an earnest support & adequate maintenance. 

I give these resolutions merely as specimens. They are 
not so strong as 1 would introduce. Perhaps, indeed, it 
will be thought best to introduce a resolution appropriating 
a specific sum to l)e applied to the support of the membei's 
here in case the continued failure to organize the House 
shall leave them without other resources. 
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The bare introduction of such resolutions into our Legis- 
lature would have the happiest effect. Can’t you help this 
thing forward i I dont want these sample resolutions used 
in any way except as mere specimens & suggestions. 

So "far as developments have yet been made the Adminis- 
tration has no settled policy. In the present state of the 
country I confess I do not much fear Cuban annexation. 

Write me often. 


To Fj* Hand in, 

Washington, Bed', 18^9 

My deab Hamlin, As to iinfaithfulncs??, I deny the 
charge. This is my third letter to you, and it is in answtn- 
to 3 mur third just received. 

It is quite true that I don't give you a quid pro quo, for 
your letters arc verj" interesting, and give me an insight 
into things in Ohio, which I grcatl}" desire to have, whcrc'.as 
mine to you are vciy barren; and this present oik^^ iiuisi l)e 
most barren of all. 

Chase, since coming hero, has become (juito ill, and 
her symptoms, pulmonary, arcipiite alarming. I have con- 
cluded to take her to the Hydropathic Establishment imir 
Phila. and shall start tomorrow. 1 write, thc'reforc, loniglit; 
and must write briefly. Next week I hope to b(‘- hack and 
settled. 

M'*. Giddings has written to Mb Randall advising liim to 
vote for Swift and to aid in repealing the Hamilton (!ouniy 
division clauses as soon as possible. He seiuus to have a 
clear idea of the necessity of this action. You suggest that 
Randall may be elected if he will agrcM'i to recognizer Ran- 
dall [Johnson?]. Giddings says Randall will vote for admis- 
sion of Johnson a>s prima facie entitled, but wants a pledg(‘ 
that ho will not vote in his own case. To re(piir(r such a 
pledge is absurd. Mb Johnson has Randall is 

bound to recognize them. Ibr has no monr rigdit to ask 
pledges of Jolinson, than Johnson has to ask })l(r(lg<rs of 
him. I do hope to hear soon of the sottlomentof this aJair. 
Randall is bound by ev(n*y (‘.onsidoral’ion to yi<dd to Swift, 
not Swift to Randalb this year. 
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1 regret to see what you say of tlu‘ lu^sitatiou of the Old 
Line Democracy to take decided anti slavery gT’ound. But 
if they wish to lag behind the people they must take the 
consequences. Defeat will follow the adoption of the sta- 
tionaiy policy as surely as day follows night. If the Democ- 
racy wishes to succeed let them act boldly — declare openly 
for freedom — adopt the first of the two slavery resolutions 
of "IT & instead of the second adopt one declaring the want 
of power in Congress to legislate for emancipation in the 
states, but its possession of power to exclude slavery in 
the Territories and to repeal all Acts of CongTess by which 
slavery is sustained in this District & elsewhere & its duty 
to exercise that power promptly & efficienthx If they will 
do this & nominate any man of fair character who will 
heartily espouse the platform, they can triumph. 

I trust you will refer to the resolutions of "IT, & put them 
into shape, and use all your influence to bring the democ- 
racy right. 

The Old Line Caucus in the Senate had much discussion 
a])out me. All the northern democrats, 1 believe, except 
Dickinson & possibly one or two more were for placing me 
at the head of one of the prominent committees, and some 
of the southern men concurred. The majority, however, 
decided the other way, and my name was, therefore, as you 
see, omitted from the list of committees, 

I have no time to write more. Goodnight may God 
bless you — Write often. 

Dimniock, Myers or Carter — either it seems to me w‘^ 
make an excellent Candidate for Governor. 


To K A. ILnuHn. 

Philadelphia, Jeonj 1860 
My dear Hamlin, 1 can hardl}" express to you the min- 
gled feelings of gratitude and pleasure which I experience 
in being permitted to announce to you a marked improve- 
ment in the condition of my dear wife. T have beem watch- 
ing by her side during the entire holida 3 ^s, never leaving 
her except when obliged to do so for her own sake, admin- 


H. Doc. 161, pt 2 13 
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intGriiig" to her comfort in every way possible to me. Foi 
the iirst three days after our arrival at Parkeville, of which 
no doubt Hutchins has told you she mended daily. Then 
came a sudden change for the worse which filled me with 
dismav. Then she rallied ag'ain and T hung between hope 
and despair. But now, today, God be praised, she seems 
better than at any time since we left Washington. 1 left 
her a few hours ago, and am on my way to Washington, 
intending to bo in my seat tomorrow: — and to decline, 
unless strongly advised by our friends to the contrary, the 
appointment in the Com. on Rev. Claims. Perhaps I may 
accompany the declination with some few remarks on the 
Constitution of the Committees— perhaps not. 1 have as 
yet made no speech defining my position. Perhaps I shall 
not make any speech with that special purpose. Cer- 
tainly I shall not unless some occasion seems distinctly to 
call for it. I prefer to let my position define itself, except 
so far as it comes in for remark incidently. 

I write in haste; but I wanted to tell you my good news; 
and I wanted also to thank you — as I do most gratefully — 
for your kindness in keeping me so well advised as to mat- 
ters at Columbus; and I wanted finally to answer your 
query in relation to iP. Giddings probable course — in the 
event of the nomination of Judge Myers by the Dcnt‘. 
Convention & the adoption by it of adequate antislavcry 
resolutions. I wrote to Plutchins on this very subject in 
part a few days since. I cannot say with certainty what 

G ’s course would be. But certain is it, that ho is 

farther from the Whigs than ever, and that he looks to the 
Democracy to caiTy out, ultimately, antislavery mcasures- 
From what he has said to me I believe that in the contin- 
gency named he would support Judge Myers. 

I agree with you in thinking that if the Old Lino nomi- 
nates a Hunker it will bo best for us that they pass no anti- 
slavery resolutions at all. It will best, also, for the pro- 
gressives who should, in that event, act little with us — 
as we would, in the event, of the nomination of a progres- 
sive and the adoption of these progressive ideas, act with 
them. I could however support Mod ill cordially, 

if the Convention would make a right platform & Mcdill 
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would take decided position upon it. But should Medill be 
nominated and the non-inteiwention doctrine sanctioned we 
must nominate ourselves & nominate a democrat — Swift or 
some such man — and make an insurrection in the democratic 
party, by putting the contest distinctly on the issue, Shall 
democratic ideas, or proslavery policy prevail? We shall 
then see how large a portion of the democratic party prefer 
democracy to hunkerism. 

I have no time to write more at present. I will write 
tomorrow or nest day from Washington. 


To E. E Samlin. 

Parkeville, near Woodbury N. J. Jmiy 12^ 1850. 

My dear Haivilin, I have had no fair chance to write to 
you for the last few days, having been living at a Hotel, 
while looking out for permanent rooms. I at last found 
quarters to my mind — that is as much to my mind as I could 
expect— and on Thursday had my things moved into them. 
Wood’s room adjoins mine & Carter’s is on the floor below, 
and we three are the sole inmates of the House. We are to 
take our meals at the [illegible], where there is a goodly lot 
of freesoil democrats. Wood is as true a man as I ever met 
with. Carter is as true as Wood in his purpc/ses, but is not 
quite so clear in his action. We should have a first rate 
delegation, if we only had Brinkerhoff, in the place of John 
K. Miller; for [sic] he would keep Hoagland right and pre- 
vent any wavering among the rest. 

The Senate adjourned on Thursday till Monday, and I 
came off immediately, without having taken possession of 
my new quarters, to see Mrs Chase, and, travelling all night, 
reached here yesterday morning, after 12. I found her still 
improving, and, though not out of danger, with a better 
prospect of recovery than heretofore- The Doctor is con- 
fident that there is as yet no lesion of the lungs, and thinks 
if the inflammation of the tubercles can be arrested before 
disorganization, a cure can be effected. He seems to be 
much encouraged, and I have great confidence in him. 

You will see that I made a little speech on Monday. I 
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dont know how the Reporters ivill dress it up, hut if they 
do no better by it than they have done })y the telegraphic 
abstract, it wili not do me much credit. It was au offhand 
affair— intended, only, as first attempt on a small scale hy 
way of feeling my way. It stirred up the Southerners 
wonderfully. 

You will see that the slai'choldcrs have achieved another 
triumph in the House in the election of a clerk. The Whigs 
gave the slaveholders a slaveholding speaker; and in return 
Sie slaveholders have given the Whigs a slaveholding clerk. 
The slaveholders who would have a 'f. rule at Baltimore, 
find at Washington that even a jrlurality rule will suffice. 
When will submission have an end Evidently the northern 
men have been studying Hosej^ Biglow. 

^Ye begin to think its naler 
To take sar.se and not be riled*— 

Who’rl expect to see a tatcT 
All on eend <it bom’ bilctl? 

But perhapa I wrong them. 1 «ee that on the liallot ior 
the slaveholding sergeant at arms only SS vott'd for the 
caucus nominee. Some of them were, dou])tlcss, men who 
were unwilling to drain the absolute dregs of the (*up <.)f 
humiliation. However there is one comfort and that not a 
small one in the election of Campbell. That iiK^ihiblt^. dougli- 
face Forney is defeated, and that too by tlu^ votes of the 
very men for whosse suffrages di’grachnl himself. The 
Southerners have kicked their own dog, and who had a l)et- 
ter right to do it. 

I see Wood is nominated. The Platform T have not yet 
seen: but the despatch to Disney whi(*h l)rought tlic news 
of Wood's nomination, predicted the adoption of the reso- 
lutions of ’47. As the despatch came from Lilley'— one of 
our Hamilton Anti-proviso men — I hope it may turn out 
that a better platform was constructed. What will our Fr(U‘. 
Democracy now do? I am particuilarly solicutious to know 
their views. I trust nothing will be done pr(H*-ii)itat(‘ly or 
rashly. We must take a course which will secaire tlu^. as(‘.(md- 
ency of our principles, and men who may be r(\rK‘(l on foi* a 
staunch and fearless adv’'oca(^y of them. The, ncvxt Legisla- 
ture will be more important to us than a Governor: and 
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concert and harmony with the Old Line Democracy is neces- 
sary to secure the asceiidancyv of our principles and men in 
that body. I cannot help thinking that this session of Con- 
gress will go far make the whole Isorthern Democracy 
thoroughly anti slavery. If the^" can stand such insults as 
are claiL heaped on them hy their southern associates I am 
greatly xpistaken. 

P. S. I neglected to mention that some efforts are made 
to procure the rejection of Perry ? (Columbus Postmaster) 
What do you think of him i My impressions and feelings 
are all favorable. If you think ht, it may not be amiss to 
suggest to him, the expediency of forwarding a representa- 
tion of some influential Democrats & free Democrats endors- 
ing him as fit and eapalfle. Xo rejections will be made on 
mere grounds of difference inpoliti(*al views: but some will 
try to makt' opposition to the war a test of disqualification. 


To K. S, Jhaidin. 

Washington, Jmnj 17^ ISoO. 

My peau Siu, I received your last letter at Philadelphia. 
I am not certain whether I replied to it or not. The fact is 
the severe illness of my dear wife, x:>rescnting varied symp- 
toms from day to day, not on the whole very encouraging 
nor absolutely discouraging, gives me so much uneasiness 
and such constant employment of my thoughts, that 1 
hardl}" remember, from day to day, what I did the preced- 
ing day. 

I regret exceedingly the action of the Democratic Con- 
vention in regard to slavery. The proposed action of M’’. 
Warner, after the Ath & nth resolutions were withdrawn 
especially did not go far enough. To reject them was go- 
ing, in my judgment, very far wrong. 1 do not pretend to 
determine what is best under the circumstances, to 1)0 done. 
To me, at a distance, it does not appear that the Convention 
by refusing to adopt Mh Warner’s resolutions, intended to 
■pronounce against the Proviso: but merely to determine 
that opinions either way on that question should not be 
made a test. The resolutions actually adopted, in my con- 
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struetion of them, cover all the ground I maintain, and all 
that is necessaiy, as Senators from the South heie admit 
n^y assert — to secure the final abolition of slavery through- 
out the land. On the other hand, a man has only to say 
that no power over any question relating to slavery has 
been clearly given'^’ to Congress and the resolutions be- 
come as meaningless as any lump of dough than can well be 
prepared. Now under these circumstances it may be that 
Judge Wood will give to these resolutions the construction 
I do myself. If he does, (and I think that construction will 
be sanctioned by a majority of the democracy of Ohio, 
so great, that no division will be needed to ascertain the 
fact) what are we to do then? What will be the effect of a 
sepai'ate nomination under these circumstances? These 
things should be considered. All I can say is I will go with 
the Free Democracy, provided it maintains in good faith 
its position in the Free Demoaraei/^ l)y adhering, honenUy 
and eamesthj to the Columbus Platfoiui. I will, under no 
circumstances, commit myself to any position in which 1 
shall be obliged to vindicate the course & action of Bea- 
ver, Blake &, I am sorry to add, Itandall. L do not think 
that course rights and, not thinking it right, I cannot de- 
fend it. Nor will I, under any circumstances, 1)0 commit- 
ted, either by my own action or hy that of those with whom 
I act, to the standstill theoi'ies & measures of conH(U‘vative 
whigism. 

I see that theStandard undertakes the vindi(‘ation of Blake. 
That vindication, of course, implies censure on yours(df and 
Swift. What is the meaning of this? Does M**. (Jalo write 
these articles ? If so, who arc his counvscllors ? I n my j udg- 
ment, M*’. Blake’s course cannot bo vindicated. Without 
any reference to any stipulation of any kind tlu'. fa(‘ts are 
enough. He was elected Senator by Swift’s vote. That 
vote Swift had publicly declared he would giv(^ to no man 
who would not recognize J ohnson. M**. Blake did recog-nize 
Johnson as the Senator from Hamilton County. He went 
further he voted for the Democratic candidate for clerk. 
The Senate was full and was organized. Tlnni M'’. Blake 
undei'took to recognize Broadwcll UvS Senator from the First 
District of Hamilton County. By doing this ho in trod in*, (sd 
a 37th Senator against the Constitution, against the Law, 
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and, by doing hso, disorganized the Senate and arrested the 
course of Legislation. Now this is enough. There is no 
possilde escape from the charge of misconduct in any alle- 
gation that there was an arrangement in pursuance of which 
he recognized Johnson, & breach of which on the part of 
the democrats justified him in recognizing BroadwelL If 
he recognized Johnson, without believing that the action of 
the Senate had decided him to be entitled prlma facie to his 
seat or believing himself that he had that right, then he vio- 
lated his sense of duty to be speaker. If he recognized him, 
under the belief that he was entitled of right or by decision 
made in any way, then he could not recognize another 
without violating that conviction. 

You say something of the necessity of my having an 
organ. I want no organ, I want no support except so 
far as the Cause of Treedom may be advanced by it. I am 
exceedingly desirous to have that cause adequately repre- 
sented by the Press. I am ready to contribute my full 
proportion to expense of supporting such a press. At 
Cincinnati we could have the Nonpareil, if we had an 
Editor- But I know nobod}^ competent except yourself, 
and you decline going. \Ye have a paper at Columbus; 
but I wish it were a daily for the Session, and, more 
strongly, that it might be edited with a more thorough 
knowledge of the practical workings of our cause. I wish 
you were its editor, Gale & Cleveland still being proprie- 
tors & Gale associate Editor, I would gladly contribute 
my full proportion to that object, & perhaps you would be 
as useful at Columbus as at Cincinnati. Again we ought 
to have a Daily here & must have one, if we are to have 
another National Contest: and I am ready to contribute my 
full proportion to that. Would you take the Editorial 
chair at Columbus? Miller writes me you w"^. What say 
Gale & Cleveland? What our friends in the House. If I 
give 1100 can the balance needed be obtained? 

Let me hear from you soon — ^very soon. What was the 
result of the Medina & Summit Conference with our Free- 
soil Friends ? Is there any foundation for the representa- 
tion that the Free Democrats in the House approve of the 
course of Eandall & Blake in the Senate? 
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To CJiarl('i< Sut/i?oo‘. 

Washington, J ( ni , ^ 8 , \^ 0 , 

My dear Sumner: You ask for n word of cheer. The 
response must come from a sad heart. 1 have just heaid 
the tiding-s of the death of a beloved sister, than whose a 
sweeter, kinder, more aitectionate heart never yearned 
towards a l)r()ther. You may remem])er that when 1 was 
in Boston last fall I went up to New Hampshire to see her. 
Little thought I it was our last meeting on earth. But Ood 
has so willed it— would that I could say more truly from 
the heart God's will be done! 

My wife, too, is still very ill; ])ut I hope is mending 
slowly. I fear, however, her constitution will nev(U' re- 
(‘oyer wholly from the shock it has sustained. 

AYhat a vale of misery this world is! To nu^ it has beem 
emphatically so. Death has pursued me incessantl}^ <^ver 
since -1 was twenty-live. My path has ))een'--how terri}>ly 
true it is — through the region of his shadow. Sonud/mies 
I feel as if I could giv^e up— as if I owini give up. And iiien 
after all I rise and press on. Have yon ev(n* (vxpcnncuKHRl 
these feelings? J should faint certainly if I did not Ixdieve 
that God in mercy as well as wisdom orders all things wtdl, 
and will not sufier those who trust in Him through Ghrist 
to be utterly cast down. 

There is much commotion her<y and some feid discour- 
aged. Our cause is just and it will triumph; no matter how 
the territorial issue may ])e decided. I still the Proviso 
will pass th('. House, and 1 think that it will pass the Senate. 
The South seems determined to insist on territorial govern- 
ment being instituted; and I do not se('> how the <|U(\stion 
can l)e avoided. If it comes fully to a vot(> I shall b(di(‘V(^ 
we shall carry it until the result shall teach nu', tlu'. (‘onti’ai’y. 

Cordially your friend, 

P. S. You must go tovnth^ all hands, in PaU‘rey\s distri(*t. 


To E. /V. Ilaml'ki. 

Feb. 2, 1S5(). 

•K* -X- ‘X* have seen Clay's (Jompromiso r(‘S()lutions - 

sentiment for the north siihstanco for the south— just \iko 
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the Missouri Compromise — all that is in issue given up hy 
the nonslaveholders — unsubstantial concessions of matters 
not in issue by the slaveholders. The great discussion is 
now evidently near at hand and I must speak. Well. I 
have broken the ice, & though all circumstances have con- 
spired to prevent any adequate preparation on m}’' part. I 
will speak. Perhaps the sling & the live stones from the 
brook will again avail against Goliah. 

Hutchins speech on the Apportionment Law was an 
admirable one. Give my regards to all our friends & 
believe me 

P. S. If you get the right kind of a man with you in 
the Board of Public Works remember James Kelly. Do 
you know James Brooks of Da3^ton ^ He will wish to be 
associate Judge of ]Montgomeiy^ And if vou know no 
reason to the contrarv I shall be glad to have yon speak a 
good word for him. 


Toi:. S. ITaniUn. 

"Washington, FS. 18^ 1860. 

My DEAR Hamlin, Your last letter was veiy interesting 
to me. I regret that our friends in the Legislature do not 
purpose to act in concert with the Democrats in the Legis- 
lature in the elections. I regret it, because I do not see 
any thing in our present relations so different from those 
which existed last winter as to call for a different line of 
action. But to be sure it is now more necessaiy to pre- 
serve union among ourselves. Then, the Freesoilers elected 
as Whigs & Democrats respective!}" could not l)e expected 
to stand together as harmoniousl}" as those elected last fall 
without concert with either of the old parties, all of whom 
now stand in the same position in which Morse & Town- 
shend stood last winter, and I agree with you that action 
with either party is not important as harmony among the 
Free Democrats. 

Giddings is strongly of opinion that Hutchins should be 
nominated for Governor. In this I fully agree, provided 
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that Wood is determined to remain inunij as all the infor- 
mation I g’et indicates that he will. 

I should be glad to have Stanley JMatthews elected Secre- 
tary of State; but if he cannot be nominated I hope Taylor 
may get it. Taylor has edited the Mirror with great dis- 
cretion &> perfect hdelit}" to the cause of Free Demociacy. 
He has talent enough and sagacit}"' enough to make a lead- 
ing man; but his boiler will bear more steam than he puts 
on, except when something rouses him prett3^ thoroughly. 
I do hope that if Matthews cannot be made Secretary of 
State that his services msij be secured as an Fditor of the 
Standard. I will cheerfully do my part towards paying his 
salary, I wish we could have an ocpialty competent man at the 
head of the Nonpareil. J would gladl}^ also, (‘.ontribuh^ lib- 
erally to pay his expenses. As to Matthews ma^^ ass(\ss 
me according to your discretion: and why catmot 3^011 make 
up the amount needed in this way b^^ just assigning to 
leading men in diflorent parts of the State their ^■osp('cti^'e 
quotas and telling them they must (tome forward with tlu‘, 
dust? 

Speaking of newspaper projects you may be interested in 
knowing that the Northern Democrats are talking s(U*iously 
of establishing a Democratic Paper here in opposition to 
the Union. Bailey is also talking of issuing his ra])er as a 
Daily. If he does not do so, I think the pr()j(H‘t of the 
Northern Democratic Daily & weekl}^ will Ix'- i)ush('xl in 
earnest, I have ottered to be one of (ifty or if neci'-ssary 
one of twenty to make up 110,000 for the object. I b(diev(‘. 
the whole sum could bo raised in a week. There', is the 
strongest dissatisfaction felt in regard to the (H)ursc of th(^ 
Union. 

Are 3^011 aware that Medary’s correspondent ^‘’Oclu'"' is 
also the correspondent of the Charleston Mercury ? I am 
informed that such is the fact. I wonder that AIedat\v con- 
tinues his engagement with him, when he could hav(^ the 
services of men here who would contribute to sprcuid a feed- 
ing conducive to the ascendancy of the Demo(*ratic Party in 
Ohio, rather than, b}'^ alienating tlu'. Antislavery wing (U)n- 
tributo to its overthrow. Cant you talk to Mcxlary on this 
subject, and advise mo what ho sa3"s and whj^ h(i (‘-ontimies 
this man Wallace as his corrospondemt? 
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The signs here are favorable to freedom. The Dough- 
faces who voted against Root^s resolution are getting thor- 
oughly’ scared. Root had the floor toHay, & gave them, 
especially, Winthrop a terrible scathing. Mann, also, gave 
the slaveholders a talk on the frailties of dissolution, its 
modus operandi and certain consequences. 

In the Senate it has become certain that California will 
be admitted with uncurtailed boundaries, which will give 
the deathblow to the Missouri Compromise Project; the 
Kentucky Senators, the Delaware Senators & Benton will 
vote for it and I know of no Northern Senator who will 
probably vote against it except Sturgeon. We would have 
passed Benton’s proposition to instruct the Committee on 
Territories to report a bill for the admission of Cali- 
fornia unconnected with any other subject today, but for 
the wish expressed by Benton himself seconded by Webster 
that opportunity might be given to all for the expression of 
their views. 

The Admission of California will be the forerunner, I 
think, of the defeat of the slaveholders this winter on all 
their important propositions. Little Clemens has the floor 
for next Tuesday when we shall have blood & thunder in 
quantity. The California question of course, for the pres- 
ent suspends all action on Clay’s resolutions on which I 
meant & still mean, if an opportunity occurs to speak, and 
develop fully the views & principles of the Free Democracy. 

Give my kindest regards to all our friends at Columbus. 
I shall send them in a few days the speeches of Berrien & 
Davis as I want them to be aware of the extreme Southern 
positions, the real positions in fact of the Slave Power. 

I am glad to say that Mrs. Chase’s health is improving 
Is Mrs. Hamlin with you this winter? I see some statements 
about your colleagues of the Board in the Senate debates. 
What is meant? 


To Charles Sumner. 

Senate Chamber, Mar. 15^ 1850. 
My bear Sumner: Thanks for your note. I wish I could 
have the advantage of your presence here and its consola- 
tion also. 
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We are in the midst of sad times, ])iit I hope in God. He, 
I trust, has not 3 ^et abandoned us to the madness or mean- 
ness of politicians/ 

We have had an exciting debate this morning. Calhoun 
on the one side, supported by Davis of Miss, and Butler, in 
everything cxcejit his personal charges, came to an open 
rupture with Cass and Foote. I hope, in this, he will per- 
severe. 

Petitions, also, on the subject of slavery were rc(‘eiV(Hl 
and referred of such a character that King of Ala. and Butler 
of S. C. declared that the}" would no longer o))je(4 to the 
reception of an\" iietitions whatever. 

There is evidently disorder in the pro-slavery (*{unp; I 
have great hope for the best. 

Yours most cordiall}^, 

I mean to speak and speak fully — but when T can't say. 
A junior Senator, especially of my stamp, has hardly a fair 
chance. I have not the readiiu'ss and scdf-consc'iousness of 
Hale. 

What is to be done next election in the 4th distri(d''! 


To K. .V. lIunJuK 


Mar. H>, 1S50. 

* * -X* -X- 'X* *x- 

As to affairs here, there is litth^ o! intm*(\st which you 
will not learn from the papenvs. Ot* our Ohio Dcnnocu’ats I 
regard only four as heaHUij opposcnl to thc', extemsion of 
slavery. These are Carter, Wood, Cable & Morris. All 
the rest except Miller & penhaps Iloagland may h(^. ndic^l on 
to vote for the proviso when brought forward. But I am 
not sanguine that it can be passed. The ground takem by 
the Administration and the hope on the part of tlu^. Old Line* 
Democracy of securing the support of the slaveholdcn-s in 
the next Presidential struggles, and the peculiar (dreurn- 
stanccs which tie up Col Benton & prevent him from taking 
ground in favor of the proviso & indu(‘,e to repr(\s(mt it as 
unnecessaiy— all these things are against the friends of free- 
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dom. Still this Congres.s will not o-o by without something- 
gained for humanity and progress — the slave trade will be 
a])olished in the District & two cents postage probably estab- 
lished. It will then remain for the Free Democracy by its 
steadfastness, courage, & perseverance to bring up the 
nation to the standard of our principles, by declaring and 
acting upon, a fixed resolution to support no candidate who 
will not take decided ground against all slavery which the 
national jurisdiction reaches and against all national political 
alliances which involve the support of slavery. Our cause 
is onward. The fluctuations which ordinaiw politicians see 
are occasioned by the ebb and flow of the accidental floating 
mass which comes and goes without principle. But the cur- 
rezit, which knows no ebb flows on steadily swelling in 
volume & accumulating power, freighted with the hopes of 
millions. 

I send you Seward's speech & Hamlin’s. AValker of Wis- 
consin also has made a good speech which I will send you })y 
& by. Hale is to speak Tuesda}^ I have ])een endeavoring 
to get the floor lateH, but have not succeeded as yet. I am 
only beginning feel at home. 

P. S. Was any thing done about getting a suitable Editor 
for the Columbus paper. Do see to it that we have a real 
democratic platform. 


T<t C/iarlex Sumne-r, 

Washington, Murch 1850. 

My dear Sotiner: I thank you for jonv letter. It is 
not my purpose to go at all fully into the various questions 
presented by Mr. Clay’s resolution now before the Senate. 
I limit myself to three propositions, mainly; 1. That the 
original policy of the Government was that of slavery 
restriction. 2. That under the Constitution Congress can- 
not establish or maintain slavery in territories. 3. That 
the original policy of the Government has been subverted 
and the Constitution ^dolated for the extension of slavery, 
and the establishment of the political supremacy of the 
Slave Power. Having discussed these points I shall have 
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no time to go into a full examination of tlie proposition in 
detail now before the Senate. 

How I wish that someone occupied my place more able to 
satisfy the expectations of the Friends of Freedom, and the 
obligation of the Crisis! Never in my life did I so painfully 
feel my incompetency as now. May God help me. 

I thank you for your suggestion, and promised docu- 
ments. They have not 3’^et come to hand. 

Very faithfully yours, 


To Gharies JSuomer. 

Washington, A 2 > 1 - 

My dear Sitmner: You will see my speech in the Intel- 
ligencer of to-day or the Union of tomorrow or the Era of 
next week. It does not touch some topics as fully as you 
would desire, but as a document for circulation, bcneticialto 
our cause, I hope it may meet with jmur approval. It would 
do me good and our cause, 1 think, good if an edition in 
handsome Boston style could be got up in your city. Our 
Salem friends would help I suppose. Such an edition 
appearing here from Boston would have an ('fleet on the 
Senate. About 20,000 pamphlet copies will be printed here, 
but you know we arc taxed to death for speeches. Will 
not Punchard publish it in the Traveller? 

Ever yours, 


To Charlas Swnne7\ 

Washington, Ai, Jl<%0. 

My dear Sumner: I am surprised that you have not rc'.- 
ceived a copy of my speech — It was printed here on the 4th 
of April in the Intelligencer, and by the mail of the Sth I 
sent you a copy. The Union and the (irlobo were dilatory; 
but the Era had it in full on Thursday, and I suppose on 
that morning you must have rcc’d it in that paper. The 
Intelligenc^er I sent doubtless miscarried. To-day the Union 

tt Chase spoke on March 20 and 27. 
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commencoj^ the publication of it headed, Union and Free- 
dom, without Compromise'". It seems almost ludicrous to 
me to see such an old-fashioned Liberty document, by the 
side of the Patent Democracy of the Union. Last eyening* 
I sent you a pamphlet copy which you rec'd today or will 
receiye tomorrow (or Monday) I suppose. I am obliged to 
you for speaking to Punchard. I hope he will publish; 
though I confess that the speech is too long. Tell him, 
howeyer, it was necessary to be full at the outset, and here- 
after I shall study limits. 

I am glad the speech pleased you on a cursory glance, 
and, 1 hope, you will not feel obliged to change your judg- 
ment on a more deliberate perusal. I think there is some 
ditfuseness which could haye been corrected with a little 
more pains. ButT designed it for the masses, and hoped 
to render a permanent seryice to the cause by furnishing a 
tolerably unexceptionable document for circulation. Hen(‘e 
the fullness of authorities and citations, which I should 
haye ayoided if I had aimed at reputation solely. 

It would be really gratifying to me if our friends in Mas- 
sachusetts should think lit to publish a handsome edition; 
and I feel much obliged to you for your effort in the mat- 
ter. The fact — if it should become a fact — made known here 
would haye a good effect and stimulate the circulation of 
them from this place and in other places. Should the pub- 
lication be made I would esteem it an additional mark of 
kindness if you would correct the proof. The Copy used 
should be the Era, Intelligencer, Globe or Union, where 
the speech was printed in full. It should be corrected by 
the pamphlet copy which is most correct in type — though 
somewhat , abridged in order to bring it in 10 pages. The 
pamphlet copy, howeyer, is not more correct than the Globe 
or Union where it appeared in full. 

I do not think it certain yet, though highly probable, that 
the Cabinet will break up. In that event, it is although 
doubtful who will succeed. I believe the Seward influence 
will be, if not predominant, influential. You mistake when 
you say, Seward is with us^h He holds many of our anti- 
slavery opinions, and will never, I believe, abandon them. 
But he means to give his support to the Taylor Platform of 
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non-action. He tells mo he thinks this as far as we can ^I'Tt 
at present. He will vote for California, as a Free State. 
He would have voted, he saj’s, for California as a Slave 
State. He will vote for the Proviso in the Territories, lie 
Inoir,^ it cannot and lie Jcnoirt^ tluit it could jiass if the 

Adniinistration ire nf(( no cable. He will not make his sup- 
port of the Administration, conditional upon the Adniinis- 
tration\s support of the Proviso. But he will support the 
Administration and vote for the Proviso. The Proviso 
being rejected and he will make no great effort to secure its 
adoption — perhaps would prefer not to see the Administra- 
tion embarassed with it — he will fall l)ack upon the Admin- 
istration plan of non-a'ction. I tell you this that you may 
not be disappointed and that yon may understand why 
Seward will be liludy to have considerable influence in the 
organization of the new Calunet if one should be. organizc'd. 
Non-action is General TayloFs own plan. It suits liim. 
Neither Webster nor Clajy I imagine, are agr('ca])le to him. 
They are both for the Cass plan of non-interv('ntion. 
Seward is against the Webster, Clay and Cass plan and for 
the Taylor. 

As for the Democracy, I hav('/ moi’e hope from it than you 
have. It is probable, however, that the llunk('rs will 
require another defeat to bring them to tlunr sense's. C^ass 
is full of hope just now, a few weeks ago ho thoughti him- 
self used up. The Buchanan star was in tlu'. as(‘(‘ndant. 
Already I hav(' reason to believe the Hunkers are parcellitig 
out the offices in aiiti(‘ipation. But they are d(^eci ving tluMn- 
sclves. A leading gimtleman of Ohio was written to to the 
effect that he had Ix'.st relax his zeal for slavery ri'.strictioii, 
and that ho might look to a certain high oflice. Ilis answer 
was that ‘‘Ohio must not ))e regarded as a l)arty to any 
such arrangement — that his vote would lun'or b(‘. obtaiiu'il 
except for a reliable anlislavery Democrat, if for a demo- 
crat at all.” I learn from Coime<‘.ticut that the Fwo Soil 
democrats hold the })alance of power and that no man (‘,an 
))e sent to the Senahi of the United States (imlc'.ss by a union 
of Hunkers, Whigs and Demax'-rats) ex('.ept a true and 
known oppoiu'nt of Slavery and the Slave Powcu-. So also 
from Ohio I learn that the signal (lem<)crati(‘, victory thoi’O 
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as it is called is only a triumph of Free SoU. The Free 
Democrats hold a reliable balance of power. And a large 
number at least six of those claimed as Democrats will not 
support the Democratic nominee for Governor imless he 
will openly take Free Democratic ground. Here the out- 
side appearance of Democracy is bad. But the tire of regen- 
eration is burning within, and the party is sure to become 
antislavery — reliably anti.slavery I mean — long before the 
Whig party will — unless indeed the Slaveholders propose 
emancipation and Compensation, which would convert the 
Capitalists into Emancipationalists at once. In the mean 
time the Free Democracy must maintain its organization 
and maintain too (which I deem very important) its demo- 
cratic principles in relation to other subjects than Slavery. 
This will constitute a powerful pressure on the Democracy — 
depose Hunkerism from its ascendancy — and tinallj’ bring 
about the result we all desire. 

I have written tediously, and have left myself neither 
time nor space for much that I wish to say about current 
events here. Boston is doing nobly. I hope we shall have 
the Committee and secure the admission of California at all 
events. 

Give my best regards to Palfrey when you see him. Is 
there any foundation for the story that he thinks of with- 
drawing and that a Compromise Candidate is to be selected? 
I trust not. Remember me also to Adams, Parker, Wilson 
and other friends. Has Burlingame returned from Europe 
yet? 

Ever faithfully yours, 

P. S. What has become of that edition of your writings ? 

P. S. 2d. If Palfrey should withdraw would there be any 
possibility of putting Leavitt (Joshua) on the track and in- 
ducing the democi'ats to go for him? He would be a most 
important accession to our strength and perhaps his promi- 
nence in the Cheap Postage might secure votes for him. 


H. Doc. 461, pt 2 14 
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To E. S. Hamlin. 

Washington, AjJ-. 16, 1850. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Benton lights bravelj^ the battle for California & Freedom 
against the whole array of the slaveholdcr.s, reinforced by 
Ca.ss, Whitcomb, Bright, Dickin,son & WeUter! The old 
man says, in consequence of his position, some thing.s not 
A-ery palatable to us, but something surely may be pardoned 
to him who displays a political heroism unparalleled in our 
time. 

P. S. I send 3"ou m}^ speech. I have no I’cason to com- 
plain of the degree of credit awarded to it even l)}^ those who 
dissent [?] from its position. I hope yon will like it. 


To Charles Sur,m,ei\ 

Washington, Majf JSGO, 

My dear Sumner: I am glad that it was an '‘luuuuais- 
tomed pressure of business” which has deprived me of the 
pleasure of hearing from you for some time past, and no 
calamity of any sort. I wish you to have enough of that 
business which bidngs the “vile dust'' to make .voii inde- 
pendent of its call, hereafter, and to enable you to dcivotc 
your powers to more congeniah avocation. 

1 have just been looking over the life of Pascal preiixed 
to his immortal “Pcns6cs.” What a mind! atul what 
humility! Angelic in l)oth. Do 3^11 believe that at the age 
of twelve or fourteen he invented geometiy for Inmsclf— 
framed definitions and pursued demonstrations untJl he was 
found engaged upon the propositions which form the 32nd 
of the first book of Euclid? It almost transcends my capa(‘.- 
ity of belief. It made me think of young Safford" now at 
Cambridge under the care of Professor Peirce. He too like 
Pascal is, I hear, injuring his health by too great assiduitv. 
This should be prevented. 

Truman Henry SalTord, 183()-1902(?), for many yeans Trofessor of HathematleH at 
Willifl-mfi Collegfc and an eminent astronomer. 
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But -vrhat am I about? Running on about Pascal and 
Safford -when my whole purpose in writing was to beg you, 
if a pamphlet edition of my speech is to be issued in Boston, 
to have the proof corrected by the Globe Edition which I 
sent you and of which I send you another by this mail. 
There is one very awkward mistake in the table of Decennial 
Periods, Slave Representation, <S:c of “47.680," for 70.680, 
and there (are) some others not quite so egregious. 

With many thanks to you for your kind foster care of my 
offspring, I remain, as ever, most cordially your friend. 


To Cliurlt'S Sumner. 

Washington 2[ay 1850. 

My dear Sumner: Mrs. Chase and her sister, with two 
of my children are at Northampton. Her purpose in going 
their was to place herself under the care of Dr. Munde, 
but his establishment not being completed, she has taken 
quarters for the present at Round Hill in charge of Dr. 
Hill. 

The Senate will adjourn next Monday for the purpose of 
giving an opportunity to clean up and put down the matting 
and will continue to adjourn from time to time till the sec- 
ond Monday thereafter. 

Now from these premises what follows ? Why, clearly, 
this; that Senator Chase will be in Massachusetts at North- 
ampton on Saturday of next week if alive and well, and will 
not be much inclined to quit Massachusetts until the Satur- 
day following. 

Now, if Charles Sumner Esq. could but find it in his heart 
to meet the aforesaid Senator Chase at Northampton ! 

I thank you for your last kind note. I saw Rantoul here 
yesterday. He seemed to entei-tain no doubt of Palfrey’s 
election. 

Yours cordially, 
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To E. Jlanilin.^ 

Washington, May 37, 1850. 

My dear Hamlin, *"* '''' What a singular political 

conjunction is that of Cass, Clay <Sz> Wcbstor^ What a 
curious spiko team the}"" make with Joote for a driver! 
W^here will he drive them to':^ Political perdition, I imag- 
ine you to answer. And reall}^ I think you are more than 
half right. The signs arc ominous of evil to the compro- 
misors. Their patch work hardly seems to please anyl)odjL 
The southern men will go against it, unless they can obtain 
amendments, which Clay himself dare not vot(^- foi* — dare 
not simply because he would by so doing merely transier 
himself to their ranks without followers. The 1)reak 
between Clay and the Administration seems to be complete 
and final. His course reminds every body of his action 
when Tyler came in. But the difference in (dreumstama's 
between now and then is very remarkable. Taylor was 
elected President and is the head of the Whig Part}" by 
choice. Tyler became President by a dispensation of Provi- 
dence and was never the head of the Wdiig Party at aJl. 
Clay now holds a faction — then he lead a Party. The dif- 
ference is great. Ho is in danger of being tri^ated as a 
rebel. The article in the Kcpublic this morning is signifi- 
cant of more to come. On the other hand the Southern 
extremists regard Clay with little favor — ratlnu’ 1 might say 
with jealous dislike. He lias never been with him, [them| 
and his attempt to head them now — to put himself in their 
van and dictate to them their course ex(dtes no very amiable 
feelings among them. Ton may look with great (‘()nHdcn(‘.e 
for the failure of the (Compromise. 

Great interest is felt here in rcigard to the result in Pal- 
frey’s Distri<‘-t. The democrats there bavt‘^ acted with great 
liberalit}^ and we expect, with great solktitudo the news of 
Palfrey's election. The result is decided by this tinu‘, and 
the wires are perhaps even now carrying tidings of it to 
every section of the country. 

Corwin, I understand, is to speak soon. Ht‘- intends I 
believe to take ground against Clay, llo says he feels a 
little awkward, having escaped from Clay's service, in which 
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he has been held so long, and is a little apprehensive of 
reclamation under the fugitive law — but he don't want to 
go back — he don't like the service. I think he will make a 
telling speech. 

I learn, but am not certain as to the accuracy of my 
intelligence, that Taylor desired to keep the Texans out 
of New Mexico, but was overruled by his cabinet. 

Write soon & often. 

jMrs G. is better, but the disease, I fear, not vanquished. 


To Chari Samiur. 

Northampton, June 1850. 

My dear Sumner: I came here on Thursday" evening, 
having left the Federal Cit\" the evening before at 5 P. M. 
1 thought of notifying 3^11 of m3" coming but fearing my 
expectation might l>e disappointed and having the slender- 
est possible hope that 3"ou could meet here if I did, 1 
omitted it. 

This is a beautiful place and the Round Hill establish- 
ment is a delightful retreat for invalids. Mrs. Chase's 
health, .however, I am grieved to sa3" is not improved. She 
has ])een worse since she came than she was when she left 
Washington, though she is now mending again. 

I was glad to hear from C. F. Adams that you intend 
having in Boston an earnest, efficient and well-established 
Democratic paper. I do hope 3"ou will. The cause of 
freedom in Massachusetts sutlers greatl3" from the want of 
it, and the heart of the cause in this State is felt over the 
whole countiy. It seems to me that with a paper of the 
right stamp in Boston not only might Palfrey's re-election 
])c secured but such a revolution wrought as would secure 
the election of the right sort of a Senator in place of Web- 
ster. How glad 1 should l)e to greet you as a Senator of 
Massachusetts! 

I wish someone of 3"our poets would give us a ballad of 
the Omnibus." John Gilpin would serve as a model in part. 
Clay might be coachman, whip in hand — Webster on the 

aThc “Omnibus” Bill, the name popularly ^ivon to Clay’s proj)osed measures of 
Compromise in 1850. 
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box with him— Cass, footman or doortender; Brig’ht, Whit 
comb, Foote, Downs etc. etc. the team of twenty-foui 
horses; — the passengers, California, Now Mexico, Texas. 
Deseret. Could not a very effective piece be got up, on 
this idea by Hosea Bigelow, and well illustrated. Would 
it not have a run ? 1 incline to wish so. 

After the most careful scrutiny those of us who are 
opposed to the Omnibus Bill believe that it will l)e defeated 
by a majority of four votes at least. But those who favor 
it seem equally sanguine that it will pass hy the same 
majority. Who is right will not be seen for several weeks, 
I fear — as the discussion moves on slowly. 

I return to Washington on Monday, and hope to l)e in 
my seat on Tuesday morning. 

Faithfully youx friend. 

Did you notice the strange blunder in WebsteFs Maine 
letter in regard to the geography of Now Mexico He says 
New Mexico extends from the mouth of the Bio Grande to 
El Paso and northwards etc. There is not a foot of Now 
Mexico below the Paso; but there is an cxbmsive district, 
70,000 square miles as stated ])y Col. Preston now cxuaipied 
by Mexicans, where no Texan ever was until this last winter. 
Strangely enough not one of Mr. Webster’s authorities for 
desolation and barrenness cover this vast district at all. 
Maj. Gaines and the rest only traversed the State of 
Tamaulipas from the Nucc(\s to the Bio Grande. How 
strangely Webster shifts and wavers and into what remark- 
able blunders he perpetually falls! 


To OliiiHes S'imiuar, 

Wasiiinoton A:ug. T), 

My DEAR Sumner: I heard of the death of your l)roth(U‘ 
with real sorrow atid with a true sympathy for you. It was 
a sad aggravation of the calamity that he perished s(vnear 
the end of his voyage, just as ho was about to step on thresh- 
old of his home. I have been taught the great lesson of 
sympathy in the school of bercaveitumt. Often and oftem 
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has the blow fallen upon me — so often indeed that now, at 
length, Hive like Damocles, with a visible sword suspended 
over my head. It is not two weeks since my ^^oungest 
child, of one single year, co-changed mortality for immor- 
tality, and the health of Mrs. Chase is so precarious that I 
have no respite from intense solicitude. You may well sup- 
pose that under the circumstances public life is irksome to 
me. Gladly would I retire and leave its duties and dis- 
tinctions — the latter as worthless as the former are august 
and important — to others. But I seem to myself to have no 
choice. So few are faithful to Freedom — so few seem to 
have any real heartiness in the service of the country — that 
I feel as if it would be criminal in me to think of retiring so 
long as those who have the power have the will also to keep 
me at my post. This piece of egotism is but a x^reface to 
somewhat I have to sa}" further. I sec 3^011 hare been nom- 
inated for Congress b}" the Free Democracy of the Suffolk 
District. I know 3"our innate aversion to an election con- 
test and I can well understand how this aversion must be 
enhanced b3" yoiw present circumstances. But, 1113" dear 
friend, you must not decline, nor even show an3" repugnance 
to acceptance. It is a time of trial for the Friends of Free- 
dom. The short-lived zeal of many has waxed cold. Hunk- 
erism everywhere rallies its forces, and joins them to those 
of slaveiy. Our side needs encouragement — inspiriting. 
You are looked to as a leader. You know it though your 
modest}^ would fain disclaim the title and shun the position. 
Your face must now be set as a Hint and your voice sound 
like a clarion. You must not say ‘‘Go”! but “Follow”! 
Take the position assigned to you; and if Websterism must 
jorevail in the Capital of Massachusetts — if Boston is to be 
yoked in with Slavehunters and their apologists, let no part 
of the sin lie at your door. 

Here we arc getting on as usual. We have ordered the 
Bill for the admission of California to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-day and should have passed it but for ihe 
yielding of Douglas, who, as chairman of the Committee on 
Territories has charge of the bill, to a motion for adjourn- 
ment. It will probably pass before this reaches Boston. 
This is some compensation for the disgraceful surrender to 
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Texas .sealed by the pa.ssage of Pearce’, s bill which gives ten 
millions of dollars and half of New Mexico for a relinquifsh- 
ment by Texas of her ‘‘claim” — that is the word in the 
bill — to the other half. This is the first fruit of the Com- 
promise Administration. This is their first measure. 

Poor Chaplin." You have seen the story of his arrest and 
imprisonment. I am very sori\y for him, for he is a I )rave and 
true man, though I cannot approve of his course of action. 

Write me soon and believe me, faithfully and cordially 
your friend 


To E. S. EamUn. 

Washington, Aug. Iff.., ISftO. 

Mt dear Hamlin, I find }mur letter of the iih of .1 uly 
among m3' unanswered letters but m}' impression is very 
strong that I have answered it. Is it so or not? 

I wrote you a day or two since enclosing a rccomiiK'.nda- 
tion of Th. K. Smith by I)onn Piatt for Collecitor at Cin- 
cinnati. — Smith was a student in our office, and always did 
well what 1 wished him to do. Ho has good talents, but 
was, at one time, rather given to idling awa.y his time. In 
this I think he has reformed since his marriageu Ho is 
poor & has his father’s family to support. If you can give 
him the office I feel persuaded he will discharge its duti(is 
well, and do no discredit to your .solecdion. That I shall be 
gratified by it I need not add. The only thing I know 
to Smith’s disadvantage was his association as law partner 
with Bead & Piatt which is somewhat to his disc.rodit if not 
damage of his liberty pi-inciples. 

Well— we have pa,ssed in the Senate a bill for the admi,s- 
.sion of California at last. After organizing Utah without 
the proviso &, what was ten times more objectionable, a 
bill giving half New Mexico and ten millions of dollars to 
Texas in consideration of her withdrawing her unfounded 
pretension to the other half, wo were permitted to pass the 

<t William L. Cliaiilin, while m Washiiiffton as the corrospondeiit of his The 
Albany Patriot, had been arrestetl for assisLin^? two .slaves, the property of Robert 
Toomlis and A. II. KtcphoiiN, re.speetivcly, to eseape. Later, on tht‘advi<‘eand with the 
hedp of his friends, he forfeited his bail and e.seaped trial. W. 11, Hieliert, The Under- 
ground Railroad, 175-170; H. Wilson, The Slav(‘ Power, 11, 80-82. 
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California admission bill. The Texas Surrender Bill was 
passed the influence of the new administration which is 
Hunker & Compromise all over. The Message of Fillmore 
asserting the right of the United States and declaring his 
purpose to support it and the)b begging Congress to relieve 
him from the necessity of doing so by a compromise — that 
message did the work. That message gave the votes of 
Davis & Winthrop, of Mass — Clarke & Greene of R. 1. 
Smith of Conn. & Phelps of Vermont to the Bill. 

I hardl}^ know what to wish in regard to the Cleveland 
Convention. Luckily this is the less important as my 
wishes have very little influence with the Clevelanders. I 
am persuaded that the Jeflersonian democracy will be 
bound to take distinct ground against the Hunkers who are 
straining every nerve to put Cass into the field again, and 
may succeed in nominating Woodbury, who is more objec- 
tionalfle. We must adhere to our iwinciples, and, so long 
as those principles and the course of action which fidelity 
to them recpiircs arc not recognized by the Old Line Demo- 
crats, to our organization also. Perhaps a nomination for 
(rovernor would be useful at this time — especially if the 
right kind of a man and upon a reaffirmation of the demo- 
(*, ratio Platform of MS. In the National Contest which is 
impending I think Benton will g’o with us against the 
Hunkers, if they drive us to a separation. 

I shall send this to Olmsted, expecting it will find you 
there. Wherever it may find you write me soon. There 
is no prospect of adjournment ])cfore September. 

Since writing this letter last night, I have rec^^ your last 
this morning. 1 thank you for it— now you ane in my debt— 
remember. 


To K jS. JIamlin. 

Washington City, Aa(smt 1850. 
Mr Dear Hamlin, I rec^^ yours of the 14th this morn- 
ing. Doubtless you have, also, just rec/^ my last to you, 
which answers in part the enquiries you make. 

I have no faith at all in this administration. It has pur- 
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sued the Whig policy of Evasion thus far. The resolute 
face towards Texas was assumed for the North. The appeal 
for a settlement of the boundary question, when they well 
knew that settlement by Congress, except by millions for 
nothing, was out of the question was for the south. It was 
as if our Fathers had said to Tripoli, you have no right to 
hold our fellow citizens in bondage and we will wage war 
with 3 ^ou if you do, and at the same time had said it 
will release half of them we will pay you so many millions 
& say nothing about the rest. 1 hate oppression, but 1 
despise truckling. I abhor the doctrines of the extreme 
South, but I contemn Whig policy. I am not for any union 
with any body who will not in good faith adopt and uphold 
the principles of the Buffalo & Colum])us platforms. I <lo 
not believe the Whigs aoi adopt them for on other questions 
than that of Slaveiy they are democratic. I do not believe 
the iTa^Jw^ir^/J.Meraocratic party will adopt them; for tiny 
hope more from treason to freedom than from union with 
radical democrats. Let both these gang their gaits. I am 
for maintaining our independent organization as a fJctler- 
sonian Democratic Party & let who will desert or give back 
maintaining it firmly. 

I hoped that Judge Wood would put such an exposition of 
the Columbus old Line Antislavery liosoluiion as would 
make his election an antislavery denuxjratic triumph. I 
wished to support him. I yet wish to do so. But, at present, 
I wait for future developments. 1 look for the a(*.tion of 
the Free Dem. Convention held toda^^ with great inhu’est. 
If it is reall}^ democratic it will do much good. 

I am anxious for the election of the free deuuxu'atic. (*an- 
didate in the 21st district. I suppose from th(^ information 
I receive that D^’. Townshond will 1)0 tli(^ man. I think his 
election of far greater importance to Fre(xiom than any 
success of one candidate for Grovernor over another. The 
Freesoil Whigs, I suppose, will oppose him as they" did me • 
I trust, with as little su(‘.ccbs. 

As to the withdrawal of fludgo M<iLean’s name, that lie 
can do no harm. I have the Judge’s own letteivs in my 
possession, which, if necessary, will speak for tlnnnselves. 
Besides I am not in the least sorry that the kludge was not our 
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candidate. He could not have been elected: and the chances 
are three to one that he would have declined it or withdrawn. 
If he could have been elected who can say that he would 
have stood the test better than Webster or Fillmore. He is 
quoted now as authority for Webster’s Fugitive Slave bill. 
And his decision in Indiana is such as I, though reposing 
the greatest contidence in his personal integrity, cannot 
sanction. 


To Chari OH Sumner, 

Washington, Sej)t. 8, 1850, 

My dear Sumner: Clouds and darkness are upon us at 
present. The slaveholders have succeeded beyond their 
wildest hopes twelve months ago. True some have demanded 
even more than they have obtained; ])ut their extreme 
demand was necessary to secure the immense concession 
whi(‘h has been made to them. Without it Executive Influ- 
ence and Bribery would, perhaps availed nothing. 

Well what now! I say with blind Milton, glorious child 
of Freedom, though blind, 

“ ’ Buto no jot 

Of heart or hope hut Htill hoar up and steer 
Rig'ht onward.” 

Rouse up in Massachusetts and quit you like men. God’s 
providence has devolved political duties and responsibilities 
upon you, my friend, from which you must not shrink. 
Would that it might bo so ordered that you could be placed 
in the Senate! It is your place and you ought to be in it. 
If the democrats would place you there, they might have 
the Governor and welcome — doubly welcome. 

You talk of the humiliation of a small vote. The humili- 
ation was not for you, but for those who prof erred barbarism 
to Freedom. I had like exi^erience once, being a candidate, 
under like (Ircumstances in Cincinnati; with the difference 
that I was as far behind both candidates of the Hunkers as 
you w(n*c behind the foe — and farther — but I did not feel 
humbled at all. 

1 see Mr. Sewall is nominated in the Salem District. I 
am sorry that Fieipont declined. I hardly know a man 
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whom I would g’O farther to .support, and I should think 
him just the man to call out the enthusiasm of the people. I 
hope Sewall will be sustained by the strongest possible vote. 
^‘No more doubtful men”, should be added to our war-cry 
of ^'■No more Slave States and no Slave Territory' . 

Let me know how things go on in Massachusetts. 

Yours ever, 


To 

Private. Cincinnati, Nov. 1850. 

Mr DEAR Sir, Your letter, like the ''royal Charlie” of 
the Cannie Scots was long in coming.” It was dated Noy. 
7 and I only rec"^. it yesterday. 

I am much obliged to you for it; and like your general 
views. I do not believe that the Free Democrats, if they 
act prudently, will be put to the necessity of voting for any 
man such as Wade or any counterpart in the Old Line Dem- 
ocracy for Senator for the full term. I should dislike 
greatly to see them descend so far from the position which 
Morse, Townshend, Smart & Swift maintained under worse 
circumstances in 18^18-9. 1 would almost say that I would 

prefer a Coalition between the Hunkers of both sides, to 
such a descent. But our friends in the Legislature must 
judge for themselves The responsibility is upon them. I 
am assured by Capt Rad ter, who was one of the Chief En- 
gineers of the "Peoples Lino” last winter that h(‘. went into 
it with great reluctance, and that if he & his fellow demo- 
crats had been met with the liberality and openness, which 
Townshend & Morse displayed the winter before it would 
never have been organized. Cooperation between Fre(' 
Democrats & Old Line Democrats is more natural than 
Cooperation bet\veen either & Whigs because there is mor(', 
agreement of princnple; and I have so grout (‘ontidemeo in tfie 
power of principles, that I do not doubt that a union, on 
right ground & honorable terms for both sides, can be had, 
if our friends go to work in the right spirit, and in a liberal 
temper, maintaining their principles firmly, & letting it be 

«Lenl l^y Mr. Ilomcr E. Stc^wart, Warroii, Ohio. 
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seen distinct!}" that their action is governed hj a paramount 
regard to them. 

I suppose the most important first ste}) will be to deter- 
mine who shall compose the Free Democratic Caucus. The 
rule, proposed hy Db Townshend, two years ago is I think 
the true one: that all who claim to participate in its proceed- 
ings shall subscribe a declaration that they hold, as of para- 
mount importance, the political principles of the Buffalo & 
Columbus Platforms, and will support no candidates for the 
Presidency or Vice Presidenc}" who are not able & avowed 
opponents of the Extension of Slavery into New Mexico & 
Utah, but will act with the Party which holds these princi- 
ples and whose Candidates occupy that position, namely the 
Free Democracy; and that they will act together as mem- 
bers of the Legislature so far as they conscientiously can 
after mutual consultation. This seems to me now and 
seemed to me then as far as honest men can go, and no far- 
ther than any sincere free democrat would cheerfully go. 

I suppose that the Senate Caucus constituted on this prin- 
ciple will embrace yourself, Pardee, Randall & I suppose 
Lyman: and that the House Caucus will embrace Morse, 
Plumb, Pore, Bradley, Kent Johnson, of Medina, Thompson 
of Lorain & Williamson. You will find Pardee I suppose 
agreeing fully with you, and Randall will probably agree 
with you generally. 1 hope Mb Lyman may also do so, 
Imt 1 do not know him & have heard that he may feel him- 
self under obligation to the Whigs. I wish you could see 
Randall, and converse with him. A great deal will depend 
on his (‘nurse. He has done miudi mischief heretofore, I 
fear, l)y his action under bad advice & influence. But I 
trust Beaver & Blakc^ l)eing out ho may do well, follow in 
the c-otiviciions of his own iudgment, which, if he will trust 
it fully & boldly will, I believe, guide him safely. In the 
Uoum the Free Democrats of radical sympathies will have 
a clear itiajority in Cau(‘us. They will only need to act 
cautiously but ffrmly, looking before them carefully and 
not fearfully. 

The Frond) say “ it is the first step that costs.’’ This is 
true. The beginning is full brother to the end generally. 
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If the session begins right, in mutual good will <& coop- 
eration between the Free Deuioci*ats & Old Fine, 1 shall 
hope the best results. One side having the Speaker and the 
other the Clerk in each House, & the subordinate ofiScers of 
the oi’ganization being fairlj^ distributed, and the Commit- 
tees fairly arranged every thing will, I trust, go well. 

1 have no personal interest in the result; but a very deep 
concern in the ascendancy of free democratic principle.s. 
May God grant that truth and reason and justice may 
govern: and that if 1 am mistaken I may be overruled. 

I enclose some resolutions which it seems to mo the Free 
Dems & Old Liners can agree on. Without the use of any 
violence of language they cover the entire ground. 

I expect to be in Cleveland by nooii Thursday & stay till 
Friday morn I wish I could meet you and some other 
friends there. 


[Enclosure In letter oi November 17, bS50. a] 

BesoUed That the Constitution of the XTiiitcd States costal ilished a 
General Government of limited powers, expressly roHcrvinj>: all powers, 
not thereby delegated, to the Sttiles and to the Ihople. 

Bef^olved, That among the powers delegated to the (Umeral (iovern- 
ment by the Constitution, that of legislating upon the snlijeei of fugitives 
from service is not to be found; while that of depriving any person of 
life, liberty or property without due process of law^ is expressly denied. 

Resolved That in the jtidgment of this General Assembly, the Act of 
Congress in relation to fugitives from servici^ approved iSepth 18, 1850 
is unconstitutional not merely for want of po\ver to (longress to legislate 
on the subject, but because the provisions of the act are in several 
important particulars repugnant to the express provision of the Con- 
stitution. 

Resolved Thsii it is the duty of the Judges of th<^ Several Courts of 
this State to allow the Writ of Haheas Corpus to all ]KirHons applying 
for the same in conformity with the laws of this Stale, and to [sic] c.on- 
form in all respects to subsequent proceedings to the provisions of tins 
same. 

Resolved, That while the Constitution of the TTnitod States confers on 
Congress no power to interfere with the internal legislation of ihe^ Sev- 
eral States and consequently no power to act within States liinits on the 
subject of slavery it does require that Congress, whenever, beyond the 
limits of any State, it has exclusive legislative power, [si(0 shall provide, 
efficient securities for the personal liberty of every person unconvicted 
of Crime. 


Lent by Mr. IXomrr K. Stewart, Warren, Ohio. 
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Resolved, That it is the <luty of Congress to repeal all acts ]jy which 
any person is deprived of liberty without due process of law and espe- 
cially all acts by which any person is held in Slavery in any place sub- 
ject to exclasive national jurisdiction. 


To Oharles Snivner. 

Cincinnati, Now 18, 1850. 

Mr DEAR Sumner: Thanks for your note, and your excel- 
lent speech. The intelligence from Massachusetts is glori- 
ous. God grant that the friends of freedom may act wisely, 
harmoniously, and successfully, this winter, in Massachu- 
setts and in Ohio! If they do our Free Democratic Repre- 
sentation in the Senate will be doubled. How it will rejoice 
my heart to w^elcome a Sumner or an Adams or a Phillips 
to the Senate from Massachusetts — especially a Sumner. 
And how glad would the Senator from Massachusetts be to 
meet a Giddings, a Tilden,^ or one of like spirits and polit- 
ical connexions from the Empire State of the Ordinances. 
Nothing will [prevent] but such mismanagement as may 
throw the Hunkers of the two old Parties into alliance. In 
Massachusetts, perhaps, they are better prepared for that 
than in Ohio. I regretted to see the name of Caleb Cushing 
among the returned to the Legislature. I, with you, fear 
mischief from him. He has forgotten his zeal of 1841 in 
favor of the Northern Institution of Freedom. 

The Union meeting here was a miserable failure. No 
men of high character and general influence partook in it. 
The Peojple are against the [illegible] Measures of Congress. 
The fugitives defend themselves. One a few days ago, 
some forty miles from this, shot his pursuer dead. Another 
would have dealt a like fate to his but for the interposition 
of handcuffs or some hard material in the pocket. There is 
no peace except in the denationalization of slavery. 

Ever yours, 

* * * [A postscript of one line torn in the MS.] 


an. R. Tilden, of OMo, 
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To Charles Sumner, 

Washington, Dec, 1850. 

My hear Sumner: I .should rejoice in the election of 
Giddings to the Senate but no man can tell who will be 
elected. Mr. G’s friends in the Senate of Ohio acted badly 
in voting for and electing a National Fillmore Whig as 
Speaker in preference to and over a radical Free Soil 
Democrat. This has, of course, exasperated the Old Line. 

I am delighted with your assurance that a Freesoiler will 
be elected from Massachusetts. But you have no right to 
take yo%melf out of the list from whicli a selection shall be 
made. Let there be a free choice and the result acquiesced 
in cheerfully. You cannot withdraw to more qxiiet pursuits 
whether elected to the Senate or not. Freedom has need 
of all and more than all her able champions. The struggle 
is but just begun. When you have elected a Senator he 
will need support and the cause will need that ho should be 
supported. 

I canT tell what will be done this session. If somcl)ody 
better qualified does not anti(*ipat(‘. me I nu^iin to discuss the 
fugitive slave bill in full. I mean, also, as O(*oasion shall 
offer, to express my views on other topics. I wisli besides, 
to show that I can do something for Ohio and Western 
Interests. 

I don’t know what Seward will do. I have never been 
able to establish much sympathy between us. Ho is too 
much of a politician for me. It is said that he is disinclined 
to agitation and disposed to be gracious to his Fillmore 
co-partizans. 

I believe nothing will be matured this winter as to Presi- 
dential candidates. The canvass seems somowliat activ(^ 
but it is hard to find out what men are and v)ho thevy are 
wUh. Parties are not cohesive enough for the practical 
purposes of Presidential patriots. 

Yours cordially, 
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To Jlr. SutJlf . « 

Washington City, De&\ 20^ 1S50. 

My peak Sie, I rec*^. your letter last night and thank you 
for it. I had written you the day before and have little 
to add. 

Those in Ohio, who think that the Radical Democrac}" are 
going to acquiesce in the nomination of a partizan of the 
leading measures of this administration as a Democratic 
Candidate for the Presidency deceive themselves; and those 
who think that any democratic candidate can be elected 
without the aid of the Radical Democracy deceive them- 
selves still more egregiously. There may l)e a democratic 
National Convention, but its action will hardly ])e as binding 
as that of 1848. The Slaveholders and their allies declare 
openly that they will support nobody who is tainted with 
Freesoilism, in other words, nobody who does not agree to 
except slavery from the application of his principles: with 
what force can they complain of us, if we refuse to support 
anybody who does ? Complain or not they will find enough, 
who are inflexible, to defeat their cherished scheme of 
reaching the patronage of the National Government through 
the prostitution of the Democratic organization to the pur- 
poses of the slaveholders. I venture the prediction that 
Benton will support none of the Compromise Tribe. He 
don’t worship the “political trinity” of Foote — Clay-Cass- 
Webster. 

I see the Chillicothe Advertiser, The Cin. Enquirer, the 
Mt. Vernon Banner, and the Trumbull Democrat are join- 
ing in denunciation of the election of Morse, and of all 
cooperation with Free Democrats by the Old Liners. 1 am 
sorry that the defeat of Myers has prepared some to sympa- 
thize with this spirit, who would otherwise have been dif- 
ferently affected. But after all, 1 trust, the influence of 
this denunciation will not be great. The Old Line demo- 
crats of Ohio, separating themselves from the Free Demo- 
crats, cannot hope for power, except by submitting to Whig 
terms and Whig alliances. The demoralization of the party 

a Lent by Mr. Homer E. Stewart, Warren, Ohio. 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 15 
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would be sure to result. I cannot believe that any consid- 
erable number will consent to it. 

I hope the Free Democrats in the Le^islatuie vill stand 
firm. I regret exceedingly M'. Randall’s course: but it is 
too late to amend the past Mb Giddings sees it as I do, 
and regret, s it aiS i do. Rut at all events .stand fix m, not f oi 
meve freesoiUsw. but for free democracy, for the whole 
glorious family of free principles, in land, currency, trade 
& men. 

As to Senator if the free democrats think of going out of 
their own rank for the Cong term why not vote for Spalding, 
Myers, Carter, or Stanton, — some man of known and 
proved sympathy with us? Mere pledges, without antece- 
dent works, are of little worth. How can democrats cither 
object to such a man as Brinkerhofl or Fitch, alway.s demo- 
crats. Though they voted for the Buffalo nominee last elec- 
tion, did they not vote for the elder and better democrat? 

But the Old Line democrats must meet the Frcm demo- 
crats on tei’ins of equality. Oui' democracy i.s as g’ood as 
theirs— we think it better. Our dcvotioxi to democratic 
principles is as ardent as their and as constant. We think 
it more ardent and more consfemt. They must r(‘, cognize 
us as democrats, differing from them in only one re,spcct, 
that we will not cooperate with slavi'holdm-s, who makc 
antislavery a disqualification for their suffrages, in party 
organization. In voting for a true free democrat for Hena- 
tor, they sacrifice nothing of principle or interest. 1 trust 
there will be no yielding to the clainoi' of the Hunker 
Pimscs, and that the Free Democrats will not nda.x theii- 
standard in consequence of it. Rather than aid in placing 
in the Senate, a man who will sell out to the sbmffiolders, 
let the election go over, or let the Hunke.rs of both sid('s 
combine, and take the con.scxpiences. Ik'.th'.r (dect in (a)op- 
eration with the whigs— though hardly any circnmsiaiua's 
would, under the pre.4ent aspects of National politics, recon- 
cile me to this — if a good and reliable frosxsoilcr can be 
secured, though of whig affinities, than take the responsibil- 
ity of voting for a man who may deceive you. 

I have read Wood’s message. It is not very delinite, and 
his doctrines on the subject of the Fugitive Slave law are. 
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unworthj' of him; but on the whole it is antislavery enough 
to give no satisfaction whatever to the Hunkers here. 
Write often. 


To E. 8. Hamlin. 

Dec. 21, 1850. 

-X- * -»■ X- X- -X- X- 

There is a good deal of Presidential speculation here. 
Our friends generall}^ favor Benton, and he will certainly 
run, if the people call on him, against any ‘‘rotten'', as he 
calls the runners after the Omnibuseers. Old Geni Dodge 
of Wisconsin is also spoken of. Cass’ prospects look blue. 
The Southern Rights Part}" is dead against him & embraces 
a majority of those known heretofore, as Southern Demo- 
crats. This makes his case hopeless in the South. 

X- -X- -X* -X- X- X- * 


To Mr, 

Washington, J(niy 7, 1851, 

My heah Sir, 1 am not certain whether I replied to your 
letter of the 22nd which I received in New York where I 
spent Christmas. At any rate I will write you a few lines 
now. 

I rejoice greatly in the unanimity which characterizes the 
action of the majority of the free democrats in the Legisla- 
ture and I still moi'c rejoice in their determination to make 
good their title to the name of democrats by their acts. We 
reproach the old line democracy for their inconsistency in 
allying themselves with slaveholders to effect their purposes. 
We profess to see more clearly and to follow more unre- 
servedly the teachings of Jefferson. But in what is our 
inconsistency less, if we yield to alliances with the Black 
Power or Monopoly Power, for the sake of carrying jDar- 
ticular points of our own. My only hope for the triumph 
of our antislavery principles is by consistent action upon a 
truly democratic platform under the democratic banner & 
with the democratic name. If our brethren of the old Line 

a Lent by Mr. Homer K. Stewart, Warren, Ohio. 
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see US consistent they will infallibly be drawn to coopera- 
tion & final union with us. Designing- men may delay this 
for a time, but as you remark the, conthiuances will le at 
their costs. 

Giddings, now, thinks, I believe, very much as I do on 
this subject, and when you all go home in the spring a move- 
ment in the right direction of tremendous power may be 
and should be made. 

But to secure our greatest efE(‘iency we should have 
papers of the right stamp at the most important points. 
The ^^Standard'^ should be placed under vigorous editorial 
control and its circulation extended as far as possible. I am 
in hopes we shall not ])e long without a genuine antislavery 
democratic paper at Cincinnati. The true Democrat at 
Cleveland is far from what we need. Its Whig sympathies 
paralyze its efficiency for good. I hav(‘. conversed with Mh 
Vaughan, whom I cordially esteem for his many good <iiial- 
ities, though I differ widely from him as to the proper 
coarse to be pursued by the Free democra(‘y, upon this sub- 
ject, but he is not at all inclined to adopt the views whi(di 
seem to me obviously sound. Do — let me Ix^g of you -von- 
suit our friends and if it be a possible thing get the Stand- 
ard into right hands and under vigorous headway, I aiti 
willing to be taxed what is right. 

I am glad that Col. Medary takes a liberal view of things. 
His paper favors cooperation ))ctwecn old line democu’ats 
and the radical democrats, and has drawn down upon itself 
the wrath of some of the Hunkers — I hop(‘, our friends will 
make up, by their support, all it loses by the hostility of the 
proslavery folk. 

There is nothing new here. (Jive my best regards to 
Pardee — ‘‘a l)rother beloved,’’ though unknown in the flesh. 


71/ K K I/am/in, 

Wasiiin(}ton City, Jam/ If), 

My dear Sir, Why have you not written me these many 
days? I ])elieyo you are my debtor, but I shall stand on no 
foiTiial iiy. 
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It «eems to me that there never was moi'e pressing' need 
of vigilant and decided action on the part of the friends of 
freedom. I am exceedingl}^ anxious for the adoption of 
Sutliff’s resolutions or theii- equivalents. We need the 
voice of Ohio here. If I were a free democrat in the Legis- 
lature I would not take a step, in cooperation with either 
of the old parties until I had obtained a clear expression 
either ])y legislation or resolution on the great questions of 
freedom — I mean of course after organi;;ation. 

It is w’ell understood here tliat a combined effort has been 
made to defeat the resolution [reelection] of Fremont in 
California, It seems that in the election of members of the 
Legislature men of southern proslavery sympathies [were 
nominated]. This would, had Fremont drawn the long term, 
secure Gwiids reelection, if he should take sides as he seems 
to have done with the proslaveiy men, or of someone who 
would take such side in his place. Some anticipate that the 
California Legislature will sanction slavery or propose 
amendments of the Constitution with that view. Col. Ben- 
ton thinks, however, they will hardly dare to venture on 
this. Fremont is to ])e defeated, however, if possible, on 
account of his opposition to slaveiy, and the probability is 
that his defeat will Ixi achieved. This is not very encourag- 
ing from California, and does not look much like a settle- 
ment of the slavery question. 

Col. Benton’s election will probably be determined one 
way or the other })efore this reaches you. To enable you 
to judge, however, what influences are at work to defeat 
him I will barely mention that I accidentally heard today 
one slaveholding democrat expressing to another, who was 
supposed to have much influence with the Missouri mem- 
bers, a strong wish that they would vote for the Whig 
candidate, if sound on the slavery question. The gentle- 
man addressed appeared to acquiesce in this view. 

Gon Cass has never denied Foote’s statement in New 
York that ho would willingly sec Clay elected if such 
should be the rc'^sult of the action of the Compromise Com- 
mittee, and never will. Ho now however, it is understood, 
takes ground against the Union organmation. There has 
been an attempt to g('.t up a meeting of members of Con- 



280 


AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 


gress independent of old party lines to denounce the Free 
Democracy. But as yet it is a failure. 

I received a letter from Santa Fc today from an intelli- 
gent man. It is dated Nov. 2l)th. The writer says great 
efforts are made to create a proslavery sentinunit and that 
the question of slavery or freedom in New Mexi(‘.o hangs 
suspended upon the action of this- administration. 

Slaves are held in the territory now, and more will })e 
introduced, if the organization of the Territorial Gov(n*n- 
ment encourages the hope that the holders will Ix'. undis- 
turbed. 

Under these circumstances let no friend of freedom fold 
his arms or think his work done. Espedally h^t oui- friends 
in the Legislature be linn, vigilant & wary. 


. 7h Mr. Sufi if. « 

WAsmN<JT()N (!ttv, /6', 1 1)5 1 . 

My DEAii Sir, M**. lloadly, of Uineinnatli, has re(iu(vsted 
me to write you in relation to his eleidion as Jndg^c^. of the 
Suiierior Court, and it gives me real pl(nisur(q (except so 
far as his election would deprive the ollice in whi(*.h I am 
interested of his servi(*ns— to comply with his r(‘(j[U(\st, He 
is a gentlemen, of very rare abilities, and in my judgment, 
peculiarl}’' qualiticd to till a judi<dal station with honor (o 
himself and credit to his appointors. His emu’gy and indus- 
try give assurances that the business of th(‘< Court, wtu<*h is 
terribly in arrear, would be l>rought up and (expedited to 
the great advantage of suitors and lawycnvs. Th(‘>s('. (puilili- 
cations arc first worthy of consideration, in sonu^ r(vsp(H‘ts 
but not in all, I rartk even before th(vs(‘. a gemu’ous d(Wo- 
tion to human liberty and a disposition to mak(^ law ansvv(u* 
the ends of justice instead of the purposes of oppression. 
His views, I believe, of the Constitution and Law as Ix^iring 
on the question of Human Lights are, I l)eli(we, tlu’*. sann^, 
as my own. What they are you know. It is sometlung 
to be added to these considerations that M*'. Hoadly was 
one of that — it is not too much to say he was tlu^ haider— 

« Lent by Mr. IXomor 15. Stowart, Warrou, Ohio. 
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of that band of democrats, who forsook Cass when he for- 
sook Democracy" by writing the Nicholson letter, & stood 
with us on the Buffalo Platform. I hope, if your views of 
public duty permit it, that you will not, if it be possible 
to elect Hoadly, concur in the election of any other man, 
not as amply qualified, and especially not in the election of 
a Whig with the cooperation or under any arrangement 
with the friends of this administration. 

Sumner is, I suppose, defeated at Boston. Websterism 
and Cassism coalesced against him, and every nerve was 
strained to defeat him b}- ever 3 ^ appliance. The Hunkers 
have probabh^ succeeded. 

I enclose an article from the Toledo Republican, which 
seems to me to take right views of the course proper to be 
pursued in the Legislature hy Free Democrats, if they can- 
not elect a man, [sic] out and out, of themselves. But I do 
not yet despair of such an election. Morse gave me a gleam 
of hope that you might yet he elected. I should be more 
than delighted to welcome you. to a share of my toils. If it 
be impossible, however, to elect a radical free democrat, 
and the democrats should tender a man whose course of action 
has inspired his friends with the assurance that he is as good 
a freesoiler as I am a democrat it would be wisdom in my 
judgment, under present circumstances, to [sic] make 
arrangments with the old line for his election to the Senate 
& of an equitable proportion of Free Democrats to other 
oiBSLces. But 1 do not anticipate that the freesoilers can be 
satisfied in this way, for I do not suppose that men who 
refuse to vote for Medary could be brought to vote for any 
man who would be satisfactory to Freesoilers, even though 
taken from the old line ranks. 

I do not myself anticipate any election. It has been said 
that the Whigs will elect Hitchcock. If they will, without 
any arrangment as to othei* oflSces, I take it for granted 
the Free Democrats would not refuse their votes to a man 
who has shewn his fidelity to our cause as he did during the 
campaign of ’48, and has abided in the Free Democratic 
organization ever since. True his views are not radical like 
yours or mine; but that difference would not excuse 'Such 
as you and I from his support, any more than it excused 
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such as he is from my support in 1849. I would not imitate 
their bad example. But I would cuter into no armugement 
with the supporters of this Administration in relation to 
elections upon anry terms. It would be, I verily believe, 
fatal to our organization and our progress. If the3^ choose 
to vote for one of our men without consideration, except a 
preference for his character & capacity over opposing can- 
didates, well & good. Our Natural allies are the old lim^, 
democrats. If, under evil influences, they refuse the alli- 
ance, and you cannot elect independently, I say, for oiu^,, 
let the election go over and let us appeal to the people. T 
have no fears as to the result. 

Nothing new here. The Hunker Leaders of the old Line 
are down hearted. It becomes daily more and more appar- 
ent that no one of them can unite the dcinocrati(‘< party. 
One of them remarked to me the other day that the demo- 
cratic party was broken up for ten years to conu'. I told I 
thought we should be al)lc to unite on true ])rin(riplcs iu two 
or three years: but he didn’t seem desirous of that. 

Shew this to Pardee and give my Ix^st regards to him. 


To N. iS. Ifamlhh. 

Washington Oity, Feh, 

My dear Sir, I am in debt to you, but not absolutely 
insolvent. I have taken to be sure ratluu* an unr<^asonable 
stay of execution, but I always meant to pay up at last. 
But you will have even now to take paynumt in d(^pr(H‘-iate(l 
(airremy and that you will say is half way to n^piuliation. 
I can only give you a very hurried and unsatisfa(*ix>ry lethu* 
for your good one. 

The papers will show you that agitation has not Imm 
entirely excluded from the Senate. Llay has himself bemi 
the arch agitator. Por myself I thought it a goo{l <)c(*asion 
to appear in th(‘. character of a friend to the i)rogr(\ss of 
business, and the postponement of shivery discussions, wludi 
would iiiterfere with it at this session. 1 was n^ully anxious 
for the progress of buvsiruvss for the fate of cluMip ))ostage 
and the harbor & river bill dep(U)d<^d upon it. And besides 
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I decided to show the countiy the hypocrisy of those pre- 
tences which always put the “"other public interests’' in 
competition with "“freedom’' but never in competition with 
slavery. You will see my speech and I hope approve of it. 
It had one capital effect. It brought out Rhett in an able 
speech vindicating the same views of the fugitive servant 
clause of the Constitution which I adopt. These southern 
ultras are altogether more honest than the southern dough- 
faces. They believe slaveiy to l)e right most of them and 
the rest believe it to be a necessit 3 V The}" all agree in be- 
lieving that in the present state of the races in the slave 
states slavery is best for both and indeed indispensable to 
the safety of both. They believing and holding also that 
the Constitution recognizes their right of property in slaves, 
their conclusions are natural enough. They avow them 
boldly and act upon them. The Compromisers on the other 
hand, generally, regard slavery as a temporary institution; 
but use it as a means of gaining and retaining political 
power. 

It seems to me that the only course for us who believe in 
equal rights without limitations or exceptions, is to act to- 
gether. We*shall be ruined if we undertake to act with 
the Whigs. We cannot merge in the Old Line Democracy, 
so long as it cleaves to its alliance with the slave power, 
without being 8iihmerged. It seems to me that our true 
course, in the event, that the young men’s Democratic Con- 
vention in May fail, as I fear they will fail, to take ground 
on the slavery questions which we can approve, is to call 
a Convention of Radical Democrats or Jeffersonian Demo- 
crats to meet in June or thereabouts and organize through- 
out the State. This course will bring Hunkerism to its 
senses. 

All on the subject of the Presidency is much as it was 
when I last wrote you. Douglas is figuring, but he can’t 
come it. 

Write me at Cincinnati immediately on receiving this. 
I expect to be there on Friday night or Saturday morning 
of next week: and 1 hope to be able to spend a day or two 
in Columbus before the Legislature adjourns. I desire much 
to see our friends there. 
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Miller of the Toledo Republican writes mo that he is 
about to sell out. I am sorry; but if he and Riley can l)o se- 
cured for the Columbus paper the cause may not lose by it. 
Under existing circumstances it is very important to have 
a paper of the right kind at the Capital. 


To 0]h(iTh>< dimmer. 

Washington City, 7^7;. 26 ^ ] 85L 
My dear Sumner, I have long desired to writ(‘ you, but 
have postponed it from day to da}'- in the h()j)e that I might 
be able to congratulate you on your (dcudion. I sii])p()se 
another attempt has been made today, but the past, has dis- 
couraged me. The treachery of tlu^ rascals who have 
hitherto defeated you is prol)al)ly too d(u^i) to )k' r<'-])(mted 
of. But there will be a glorious issue to go to th(', p(a)ple 
upon. The Free Democracy and the Old Liiu^ I)<Mno<*,racy 
will now bo drawn into (doser sympathy. I think this 
approximation is needed. Your old styh' for our organiza- 
tion of the Free Democracy, ratluu' than Fr('e Soil, you 
know, was always most acceptal)le to m<^ In fact I sluudd 
not myself be willing to light in a more free soil juirty at 
the present time. J should be too unceitain whither it 
would drift. Wc must soon grai)ple- with the great <pies- 
tion of emancipation. It will not be long before tln^. gentle- 
men who are always for compromise, will n^ady for 
some scheme of emancipation by which tluH masters will be 
indemnified. Capital in mills and shops and stocks and capi- 
tal in men women & childrcm will ally tluauselvc^s togetlun- 
and propose a grand national debt for raising the nuMins of 
compensation. To be safe wc must phuio ourstdves on th(\ 
ground of the separation of the (renl (Jovernnumt from 
slavery leaving all questions of slavery within states to the 
states themselves. This is the demociutic. view, and harmo- 
nizes with the original policy of the (j-overnment. 

But why talk to you of those things, wh(m you know all 
about them'^ Lot itie hear from you. 1 shall leav('. on 
Tuesday morning or evening for Cincinnati. 

Yours ever, 
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To GKarleH Saointi^ 

Columbus, April :?<5, 1851, 

My dear Stoiner, Laus Deo! From the bottom of mj 
heart I congratulate 3 "ou — no, not 3 "ou ]>iit all friends of 
freedom everywhere upon vour election to the Senate. Now, 
I feel as if I had a brother — colleague — one with whom I 
shall s^unpathize and be able fiill}^ to act. Hale, glorious 
and noble fellow as he is, is 3 "et too much an offhand man 
himself to be patient of consultation — while Seward, though 
meaning to maintain his own position as an Antislavery man, 
means to maintain it in the Whig Party and only in the 
Whig Party. Wade, who has been elected to be my col- 
league, is not known to me personall^L I am told he de- 
nounced [?] Fillmore, Webster & the Compromise before 
election. Since, he has written a letter proclaiming him- 
self a Whig & onlv a Whig, claiming only toleration of 
differences of opinion in the Whig Party on the slavery 
questions. I tlihik ho will generally go with Seward. He 
is one of the original abolitionists and I do not believe he 
will be derelict to the Antislavery faith. None of these are 
to me as you are. I feel that you have larger broader views, 
and that you are willing to labor more systematically for 
the accomplishment of greater purposes. 

In this state a large body of the democracy is prepared to 
throw off' the slaveholders yoke. I anticipate a movement 
before long, and I hope the best effects from it. If we can 
only have a Free Democracy — Independent Democracy — in 
deed as well as in name the day of our country’s redemption 
and the slave’s deliverence will not be far off. But it must 
be made of sterner stuff' than that portion of the New York 
Democracy which united with us at Buffalo and afterwards 
consented to the union with the Hunkers on the Baltimore 
Platform! 

I hope we shall be inmates of the same house next winter. 
Last winter I had lodgings on the Northeast corner of C & 
streets & took my meals at a boarding house. I found 
this a good arrangement. If the house is still open you can 
get as good rooms in it as an^^wherc in Washington. In 
order to obtain a seat at all eligible in the Chamber it will 
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be well to ascertain at once what seats are vacant, and get 
the best of them. This can be done best, perhaps, by a let- 
ter from Hale or Davis, as either may be most convenient 
to you, to the Secretary of the Senate. 

Write me soon. 

Most sincerely yours 

P. S. Do you know that you are in my debt for a letter or 
two? 


To Gharlef< Summer. 

Cincinnati, June 11^ 1S51. 

My deae Sumner, I had just written & mailed to you a 
note this morning, when I received your welcome though 
brief letter of the 5th. 

I can easily believe that you have no j^Hmonal joy in the 
result of the senatorial controversy in Massachusetts. You 
will have less when you have had more experienua^ of the 
station. I wan gratified ))y my election. It proved to some 
solicitous friends that T had not thrown myself away, and it 
disappointed the malice of some whose hostility I had not 
otherwise deserved, than by a steady adheremee to my own 
convictions of right and duty. Above all I. rejoic‘.(‘d on 
account of our great cause, for I (lattcred myself that in 
my new position I should ])o able to accomplish more- for it 
than hitherto. In this last resp<H‘.t 1 hav^'- been disappoiided. 
I have not seen the progress I lioped. Th(‘- elements of tlie 
great combination between the Lords of the Loom the 
Lords of the Lash are mightier than I imagined. Fora 
year past I have often thought of resigning, and I can (‘,cdio, 
heartily, your words Could 1, with propriety, make a 
vacancy 1 would do it.” 

The seat which you have selected is that whicih was occu- 
pied by Greene of Rhode Island, I bclicuuu It is a very 
good seat; but I wish you & Hale both wcn^. on the <>thei‘ 
side of the Chamber. 

In relation to rooms I agree with you as to the most 
eligible plan. Mine, last winter, was a modilicaiion of it. I 
had two rooms and my own servant, but went out to all 1113^ 
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meals. If the same building* is to be had next winter, I 
think a few could unite and by having a cook occupy the 
basement carry out jour entire idea. 

As to the Presidency my idea is Scott for the Whigs — a 
Compromise Democrat for the Old Line — and a real demo- 
crat for the Free Democracy, & a Southern Rights man for 
the extremists. Concession enough b}" the Democrats may 
take the last named out of the field, but would strengthen 
Scott, b3" making it impossible for Compromise Whigs to 
support the Compromise Democrat. The Compromise 
Whigs are not strong enough to nominate a declared Com- 
promise Whig. 

Yours cordially, 

I have yet a little thought of going with Mrs. C. to Europe 
this Summer. If I do which is the best route & plan. 


To Charles Bxiinner, 

Toledo, Jane ^8, 1851. 

My deae Sxjmnee, We had a glorious time at Ravenna. 
Fifteen hundred or two thousand people were present. The 
best men of the Reserve were there — Giddings & Townshend 
of the House — Spalding, of our Supreme Court — Morse, 
Speaker of our last House of Representatives and many 
others of less note. The resolutions were not quite funda- 
mental enough in their democratic character to suit me; 
but they will do. It was occasion of much regret that you 
were not there, and I did not receive your note until yester- 
day just as I was leaying Cleveland for this place, with Mrs. 
C. and my little daughter. 

Mrs. C. has nearh^ relinquished the idea of a journey to 
Europe. We may however before we return to Cincinnati 
visit Boston. 

I notice what you say of the state of things in Massachu- 
setts. With us the same bitterness does not yet discover 
itself; but we have got to go to work. The chiefly [sic] 
diflDicultv we labor under is the want of a common uniting 
principle. That I am satisfied will be found in a cordial 
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recognition of the g’reat democratic principle of Equal 
Rights & Exact Justice, with a fixed purpose to cany it out 
into practical application to all subjects of governmental 
action. That will unite us with the strong bond of frater- 
nity. That will give us the name & character of democrats 
and make us invincible. 

Yours cordially, 

P. S. How w^ you like a house at Washington jointly 
with me or with me & Hale? I must contrive some way to 
be near you. I reckon upon so much boneiit from your 
society. 


To Th llwoiUn. 

WAsnmenoN City, J)oc. ISh)!, 

My dear Sir, I have just sent that letter to you to the 
Post Office as there was but just time to save the mail. 
Fearing you may not come on, I have thought it best to 
write you a little more at large in explanation of my views. 

It was supposed, ])efore the session, cominenc(Hl that the 
Democratic Caucuses of the Senate and the House might i)e 
induced to adopt the Compromises as parts of ilu^- Demo<‘, ratio 
Platform and thus exclude the Antislavcry men. It was 
the anxious wish of Foote, Cobb& Co, including the Whigs 
of the South, that they should do so, and thus opcni the door 
for the admission of the Constitutional Union Party into 
the bosom of the democracy. Hut when (longrt'.ss ass(unbl(vl 
and the Antislavery Representatives (Democrats) su<h as 
King, Cleveland & Rantoul went into Caiuais declaring 
that if any such test as adlioren(*e to the (k)mpromises was 
imposed they must withdraw, light siuldcmly shoru^. into the 
understandings of the Hunkers and they became suddcmly 
convinced tliat Resolutions endorsing the Com[)romis('.s w(U‘e 
inexpedient. The rationale of the matter was that tiuy 
feared the loss of the Progressive Dcmiocrats mor(‘< than 
they desired the gain of the Constitutional Union Men. So 
the resolution was laid outhetalJe in the Houses Caucus and 
the idea of introducing it into the Senate Caucus was aban- 
doned. Foote has brought into the Senate, on bis own 
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responsibility, the resolution which was rejected in the 
House Caucus. It may pass, but I think it doubtful. I 
know its introduction is condemned b 3 " the most prominent 
democrats. If it passes it must be b}^ a combined vote of 
whigs & democrats. It cannot receive democratic votes 
enough to pass it. 

Under these circumstances I feel pretty- sure that there 
will be no attempts to. engraft aiyy approval of the Com- 
promise measures upon the Baltimore Platform. On the 
contraiT, I think it more probable — though I do not think 
it (ihmluiely probable — that the Pro Slavery Resolution now 
constituting part of that Platform ma^- be dropped. 

It seems to me, then, that there never was so fair an 
opportunity" for Antislaveiy democrats to work as now. It 
is certain that they" h^ive the convictions of a majority" of 
the people with them, and they" are now virtually^ admitted 
to be too strong to Ije proscribed. 

We need in Ohio and especially at Cincinnati a liberal 
democratic press. The Nonpareil is substantially" that now, 
but it is edited upon no fixed plan and is without a chart. 
Give it an Editor, who w"ould make it a readable paper, 
maintaining substantially" the same position as now, until 
the Presidential Election shall come on and then giving a 
hearty support to the candidates of the Democracy or, if* 
the Democracy shall be divided then to the candidates of 
the Progressive Wing, and I do not see how it can fail to 
be a profitable concern. If I had charge of it, I would not 
perceptibly change its present position; but would, very 
gradually, give it an Independent' Democratic character, 
without distinctly^ avowing any j^arty bias. I believe in 
this way it could be made acceptable to its i)resent readers 
while gaining increased circulation and influence among the 
democrats. Another consideration, in favor of the paper 
is that it has the city printing worth about $1000 per annum. 

Now if you can raise the means to pay for" the paper — 
say 1800 cash to meet immediate payments, I will provide 
in 6 month, or less time if necessary, $1000 to complete the 
purchase. Then means could be raised to carry on the 
paper, until the subscription & advertising should furnish, 
themselves, the means. 1 believe y^ou could make the paper 
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profitable and useful and I shall be extremely glad if you 
see your way clear to take hold of it. 

I do not abandon the hope of seeing you here, but I 
thought it safest to write at all events. 


71/ E. S. Tlainlin. 

Washington City, Fel). 18fy:L 

My dear Sir, What are you a))out^ I supposed that 
before this time you would have been esta])lished in the 
Editorial chair of the Nonpareil. What is the matter'^ 
Please let me know. 

Politics here are in chaos. The slaveholding democrats 
are at swords points — and the non-slaA^eholding democrats 
not much more amicable, though they shew less on the 
surface. The Compromise Measures arc the apples of dis- 
cord. It turns out as I predicted, that these measures have 
brought a sword and not peace. I still think that Buchanan 
will receive the nomination of the Balf’ Convention. The 
Platform, ptolxMy^ will remain unchanged: but tliis will 
depend on the question whether the Soccssioiiists or Union- 
ists are admitted into the Baltimon^. Convention. If the 
Unionists get in, the Compromises will bo endorsed. 

The Whigs are looking up. It is pretty certain, 1 think 
that Scott & Jones of Tennessee will l)o the nomiiioos; 
though Fillmore’s chances arc far from desperate, Scott & 
Jones will make a strong ticket. I think the Whigs north 
& south with inconsiderable exceptions would sui)port it. 

We have had a fierce discussion today on tho vastly 
important question whether Jere Clemens of Alabama is 
the same Jere Clemens ho was in 1850 or not. It is yet 
undecided, Jere having the lloor for tomorrow. 

'Have you seen Webster’s New York address? It is great. 


To E S. mmlin, 

Washington City, Mar, 10^ 

My dear Sir, I am very sorry that anything occurred to 
prevent your purchase of the three shares of the Nonpareil. 
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I feel c'onMent that >ucli tin ojtportiiiiity <liji‘> not often 
occur: and yet I cannot say that I should have suhniklr-dto 
the advanced price. I regret that M'. Abbot thinks of retir- 
ing from the paper. I should regard with you his services 
as verv valuable. 

There is a Mb Spofford in Cincinnati of the firm of Tru- 
man & Spotford. booksellers, a gentleman of talent, principle, 
and l)usiness qualities, who might perhaps feel inclined to 
embark in the Nonpareil either alone or in association with 
you. If you still think of the enterprize perhaps it would 
be well to consult him. 1 do not know him personally, but 
have formed a high opinion of him from the reports of 
others. 

Of course. I feel still bound by my promise to contribute 
¥4no to your expenses for the hrst A'ear, if necessary. 

I think the times very auspicious to the estaldishment of 
a democratic paper, which will advocate the doctrines of the 
Ohio Democratic Platform, and at the same time be a read- 
able sheet in other respects. 

The indications are that Cass or Buchanan will be the 
Baltimore nominee & that the Compromises will be endorsed 
at Baltimore. In that event, there must be, 1 apprehend, 
a 1 ‘upture in the democratic ranks on the question of the 
Presidency at least. It should not in Ohio extend l)eyond 
the Presidency, if possible to avoid it. A paper which 
should maintain a firm opposition to a man standing on a 
Platform opposite to that of the Ohio Democracy, but labor- 
ing to preserve harmony in the democratic ranks in relation 
to state elections, could not fail to exert, if conducted with 
ability, great influence. 

I long to s<‘e you again in the Editorial field for which you 
arc so eminently (pialitied. 

We look anxiously towards New Hampshire, llantoul 
made a great speech on om- .sv'fZc yesterday. I will scud you 
a copy soon. He echoed on Slavery my Toledo speech. 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 16 
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To E. B. Hamlin. 

Washington, Janets., 185^. 

Mt deae Sir, I received only today your letter of the 
15th. 1 left the city on the adjournment over upon the 

assembling of the Whig Convention and was detained by 
the necessity of making some summer arrangement for my 
daughter who is at school in New York' and whose school 
has a vacation at this time. I was detained beyond my 
expectation and only reached the City this morning. 

I agree with you in thinking that I cannot consistently 
sustain Pierce, King, and the Slavery Platform of Balti- 
more. I have declared ray purpose not to do so. What is 
to be done beyond I am not so clear about. If wc could 
have an Independent Democratic Pally, thoroughly demo- 
cratic in name & fact, without wild extravagance aTid with- 
out any shrinking from a bold avowal of sound principles, 
I should support it cheerfully. But ti mm frce^oil rally 
will simply elect Pierce and, I fear, ensure the indelinito 
extension of slavery. Can wc have such a rally? 

We might have had, could wo have prevailed on the N('w 
York Barnburners to stand firm. Indeed if they had only 
stood firm we should never have been placed in n, situation 
making a rally necessary. If I had time I c-ould tell you 
much on this subject. Now without a single New York 
loader remaining firm what am wo do? Whom can wc 
nominate? At present it seems to mo that we must ('tuhiavor 
to organize without nominations— upon the llei’kinu>.r prin- 
ciple of refusing our support to nominations Ave cannot 
honorably support. A Democratic Association with its 
members pledged to carry out their democ.ratic ])rinc.iples in 
to practical & consistent application to th(', slavery & other 
•questions, & refusing their support at this election to Picu'ce 
& King, because of their own positions the character of 
the platforms they are nominated upon - this s(uuns to me 
the best present measure Nc'.xtwe should do what is po.ssi- 
ble to have a good nomination on a right ])latform & under 
Iho right name at Pittsburgh. If Wilniot and some good 
western Democrat say Spalding could be nominativl for 
President & Vice President wo (lould get a good vote for 
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them of the right sort. Hale don't want the nomination. 
He wishes to })e free to canvass New Hampshire. 

Mv impression derived from a journey in New York is 
that Pierce will not carry that State. The Whigs here are 
confident that Scott will carry Ohio. What do you think? 

I wish we could have the right kind of a Press in Ohio. 
But where can we get the money. I w*^. give $500 — who 
besides ? 


To E. S. Haiidin, 

Washington Citv, July 19^ 185%. 

Mt dear Sir, I say as usual, ‘‘ditto to IVP. Burke.'’ The 
ideas of your letter are my own. I fear more danger — 
much more to the cause of Freedom from Pierce's election 
than from Scott's. Still, if the least dependence can be 
placed on the professions of the Freesoil Democrats who are 
supporting him, even he will not be able to do much mis- 
chief should the vote for the Pittsburgh nominees prove large 
& their support warm. Clay writes me the cause moves 
steadily on in Kentucky: and I think it probable that all the 
boarder slave states will be represented at Pittsburg, as well 
as all the Free States. This will make a great impression, 
& if the vote shall correspond, and the Freesoil Democrats 
shall prove true, not much need be apprehended even 
from Pierce. 

The present duty seems to be that of putting the Pitts- 
burg Convention on the right ground and under the right 
name — then getting the right candidates and then giving the 
largest possible vote. My judgment is that it should as- 
sume the name of the Independent Democracy — adopt the 
Buffalo Platform — modified by the introduction of judicious 
Land Reform & European Freedom Resolutions — and nomi- 
nate Hale for President & Spaulding or some other gopd 
western democrat for Vice & make the best fight possible. 
Much has been said to me about receiving the nomination, 
but my judgment is against it. " Hale & Sumner urge me 
& our friends in the House I think agree with them — that 
as a Democrat I would carry the largest votes — but I think 
Hale is good enough Democrat — far better certainly than 
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Cass or Bufhaiiaa oi' Pierce or Iving; ;uid I 'wi.sli to l)c out 
of the scrape for many reasons. 

I hear from Cleveland that there is a good deal of feeling 
there against me, & I should not be .surprised if there were 
some in Cincinnati. 

You mil sec my letter to Butler hoforc long. Tho ITcralcl 
Correspondent licrc applied to me to allow its appeal runco 
first in that paper, which T consented to thinking it would 
he read by more of the class I wish to reac^h, tluiii in any 
other paper at first. T hope you will approve of it. 

I wish very much that you w‘h buy th(‘. Noni)ari(^l & put 
Miller there, or get vsomebody idse to do so. 1 will (thoer- 
fully contribute |500. 

P. S. 1 want to ask you two or thnamiuestions in conK- 
donee, and to beg of you frank a,ns\v(‘rs. 

Do you think I ought to be reele(‘te<l Do you ihink 
there is any prol)ability of *ny ixadection; and, in this c<)n- 
nection, what so far as you know are tlu^ s(miini(mls of the 
Democrats towards me? What do you think iny (‘ourscj 
ought to be in relation to state ])<>liti(‘s? 


7h K A'. Ilidulh. 

WAsniN(}T<)N (hTY, Au(j /rV, /<SV7;:/. 
MydkahSiu, r have received the Pittsburg Ihssolutions 
and nominations. They create no h(‘r(‘, though 

much interest has been manif(sst<'(l in ihe proc(HKlings of ih<^ 
Convention. The general inumsssion secmis to Ix^ that t he 
whole action of the tion vention will h<dj> Un^ I )emo<*rats. I f 
they had taken the name Independent D^nnoeracy, and had 
adopted no extreme resolutions, the nominations wouhl have 
made about a fair balance, and tli(‘, draft would have been 
about e(iiial from the old ])arties: as it is it strik(‘H me that 
the impression here is about eorrect: but you hav<^- better 
opportunitievs of judgment in Ohio than I. 

h\)r myself I proposes to aeeept the Platform and support 
the nominations as on the whoh^ as m^ar to my ideas of what 
is host, as 1 (X)uld expect, not having Iiad the making of 
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them niy>elf. But I think 1 chilli not sink my incUvicIiiality 
in this organization, which it .seems to me, must be tempo- 
rary. I propose rather to maintain my position as an Inde- 
pendent Democrat, just as I have heretofore done, acting 
with the Pittsburg organization now because it is more 
democratic than the Old Line. 

You mentioned VaughaiYs renewed assaults. Is it not 
about time to carry the war into Africa? If an invitation 
should be addressed to me, without di.stinction of Party to 
address the People at Cleveland on my return from Wash- 
ington I would accept it, and defend m^^sclf. I could speak 
there on the evening of the 4th or 12th. I must be at Cin- 
cinnati on the Sixth. Bolton, I suppose would take an 
intere.st in the meeting, and, no doubt, others — Riddle, one. 

You mention the Independent Democrat and your aid of 
it. I subscribed S.jU. It looks well. I did not like its 
jiotice of Vaughan's assaults on me. 

Write me and give me your views at length. 

I will spt*ak anywhere in the State as an Independent 
Democrat after the 12th September until the October Term 
of the Circuit Court, if you think be.st. 


To K S. IlmnJin, 

Washington City, Augiost ^7, 1852 
Dear Hamlin, You pain me by what you say of your 
health. I hope it may speedily improve — most earnestly 
do I hope it. I fear your la])ors in the canal regions may 
have affected you: but trust that relaxation and good air 
will set you up again. You must not neglect yourself on 
any account. 

You are mistaken in thinking I have not fully appreciated 
the necessity of a Press of the right stamp in the State: I 
have fully and thoroughly appreciated it. But I am but one 
laborer in a great cause. I have contributed and am still 
ready to contriliute to its success all of work and monej^ that 
I can. But I have found little material aid and comfort. 
Most have seemed to think that I, being Senator, might 
well be left alone to bear all the cost of sustaining papers 
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devoted to our common views. I should not complain of 
this were I able to support such enterprises. But as you 
know my election to the Senate has greatly abridged my 
income, and my debt, almost intolerably burdensome when 
I was elected, has not become any lighter since. What then 
am 1 to do ? I cannot leg gentlemen to contribute to a paper, 
which, they may thiok and will think, is chiefly important 
to me. If they do not feel sufiiciently interested in the cause, 
or sufliciently concerned for the vindication of those who arc 
laboring to advance it, to aid in the establishment of a press 
of the right kind, I do not see how I can remedy the matter. 
I went so far as to ofi'er $1500 towards the purchase of the 
Nonpareil and place it in right hands: but the residue neces- 
sary not be obtained. I have contril)uted whenever 
called on to other papers and really do not see what I could 
do more than I have done unless I should take the ground 
that I am to go into political life for the advancement of my 
own interests and as a speculation and therefore invest the 
funds necessary in that view — but I never can or will take 
that ground. I have alwa3's put the interest of the cause 
foremost, and am now as I have over been ready to surrender 
all political position and all political personal advantages 
for its advancement. 

I should be really much obliged to you for a frank e.x:pres- 
sion of your views on the subject, and for any suggestion 
as to what you think I can & should do. 

1 expect to be in Cleveland on Friday, or, at any rate, on 
Saturday. I shall not leave before Saturday morning at 
eleven, whatever maybe the time of my arrival. I hope to 
sec you; and would come to Olmsted should 1 roac.h Cleve- 
land early enough & you not be able to (‘.ome up. 

I have heard a great deal from Pittsburgh. I f thos('; who 
have maligned mo so industriously are satis(i('.(l with tin', 
results of their machinations, 1 am. 

Sumner’s speech yesterday was grand. Fhe Slaveholders 
& Compromisers felt it keenly. Wade alone of the Com- 
promise Parties voted for the liepcal of th(^ Bill of abomi- 
nations. Wade hm done well. 1 will say that for him— he 
has never flinched in private or public. 

I must close. I have no time to write — excuse my inco- 
herence. 
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To ChaAeS 

Cincinnati, Sejjt. 9, 189-2. 

Mr LEAK SoiNER, I have read as well as beard your truly 
great speech. Hundreds of thousands will read it, and 
everywhere it will carry conviction to all wilbng to be con- 
vinced and will infuse a feeling of incertitude and a fearful 
looking for of judgment into the minds of those who resist 
the light and toil in the harness of party platforms irrecon- 
cilable with justice. Massachusetts deserves to lead the van 
of regenerated Democracy", for she has given to the cause 
its most faithful and eloquent champion. God bless the old 
Bay State: Amen. 

I found Judge McLean reading your speech. He spoke 
of it with praise; but thought he had detected you in an 
error of fact in the paragraph where you speak of the Fugi- 
tive Slave clause of 1793 being introduced without much 
deliberation or [on?] previous occasion. He thought the 
correspondence between the Governors of Virginia & Penn- 
sylvania & General Washington \vas in reference to a fugi- 
tive from labor; and seemed somewhat reluctant to admit 
my correction that it related to a fugitive from justice. 

At my sister in law’s I found her brother who is about to 
settle in Texas reading the speech to her aloud. I hope he 
will carry its truths with him. 

Our friends in Ohio are in good spirits; and the vote for 
Hale & Julian will be respectable — not so great as it would 
have been had there been no conspiracy against me, but 
still as large, I hope, as that of 1848. Most of the demo- 
cratic free soilers have been too far alienated by that con- 
spiracy^ to be immediately brought back. I shall do what 1 
can. 

Our State fair will be held at Cleveland on the 15th. I 
mean to be there, so will have an opportunity to see how 
the land lies; and will advise you as to prospects. 

You ought to cany Massachusetts for the Independent 
Democracy. You can do it if you have faith enough and 
works answerable. I am glad to see that you are going to 
work in earnest. You must do it. When Douglas, Hous- 
ton, Cass & other champions of the Compromise Democracy 
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urc ti’ti\’orsi tho tor their Ctindirhites mo (‘Hiimot 

honorably fail in our clovotioii to a i>o))ler oauHO and hotter 
men. 

Faithfully yours, 


Tti E. / 8 '. Tlionlhi. 

W ASniNC.TON, Dec''. ®, 

Dear ?Iamlia% Where are, you'^ What are you about i 
Th(' last I saw of you was that you attended a democratic 
eelel) ration of Fierce’s victoiw at Toledo. Wliat did you 
mean In' Ihat^ 

I received yesterday aletler from Bijjfelow of the "N. York 
Evg-. Post (Bryant yori know has gone to Europe) asking un^ 
to recomuKuid a coria'spondent at Oolumbus. ir(', sa_ys tluy 
are. willing to pay a fair price, for a letter a week. I nauK'd 
you to him; but (‘xpressed a doubt whetlier you could (a)m- 
mand the time; hut said you would ri'commend some one if 
you woxdd not write youi-.self. Had you not betler unde.r- 
takc itt Let me know; and if you cannot recommend some, 
one who will •'■no’/ tlu^ /W. 

Peoph' lie, re seem <|uict (nioiigh. Sumner and Seward 
dined with me today. Sumner is for (ujifaDoii, Seward for 
lying low.' Benton is Inu-i'. I had a long talk with him 
yestoi’day Eyening. lie e.xpects a regular setto on Pixu'ce 
by alltheyermin; and fears the result; lliough heexpressc's 
a good deal of conlidence in the President eh'ct. Tom Dor- 
win tells mo he has authorized the purchase of a rc'sidmice 
in Iventucky, & means to h'ayc Ohio! Bailey is well and 
thriving. 


To K K Jlamlin. 

Prt'ivdc. Wasiiinoton, Ech Jh 

Dear, Hamiun, Thanks for' your two letters, the last of 
which was received today. 

1 do not wonder that .some of our friends of the Old Line 
feel uneasy in relation to our present position. It is a 
strong one and will be. certain to deprive them of the con- 
trol of tho State, unless tluy are. liberal & fair in their 
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action. Thorn is howover nothiuo- in it to alarm any real 
friend of doniooratio prooT(‘s>. All the liberals have to do 
is to pursue a just and conciliatory course towards us, and 
there will be in Ohio, in less than two years a united Democ- 
racy united upon principle and determined to maintain their 
principles everywhere — even in Xational Conventions, of 
which liberal men will be the natural exponents, and which 
w'ill not only [be] irresistible in the State, but wdiich will 
give tone to the nation. Judge Burtley in particular, has 
nothing to apprehend. I regard election as certain 
]>eyond any conting(mcy except that of a serious division in 
the democratic ranks or a repudiation l)y or in ])ehalf of 
the Old Line Democrats of their present platform: neither 
of which events seems to nu\ at present, very pro])able. 

Our present position, as Independent Democrats, is more 
useful to the liberals in the regular ranks than our iticor- 
poration into those ranks could be. 

I w^as very much pleased with the results of the Free 
Democratic Convention. The resolutions were excellent & 
suited me exactly: but how happened it that those relating 
to myself and Giddings & Towmshend were never printed. 

Our position it seems to me was never so strong' as no\v. 
The Dem. Convention (old line) W’cnt right and the Indb 
Dem. Convention, also, went right, and the prospect here 
seems to be that the incoming administration will be lib- 
eral. Our present manifest duty and poli(*v, it seems to 
me, is to strengthen our existing organization as much as 
possible. 

Here the feeling is very good. Carter says he shall do 
all he can to secure my reelection. Ca])le, I am told, says 
the same thing: and Johnson, of Coshocton, told mo today 
that in his opinion the condition of things in Ohio indicated 
that result. Giddings expresses himself (h'cidedly and earn- 
estly for me. I do not, however, permit myself to indulge 
any sanguine expectations. I know how precarious are all 
calculations of the future: and shall be content whatever 
event may turn up — so that our cause goes foi'ward. 

It is my duty to testify truly as to the wishes of the people 
of Ohio in respect to a cabinet otEcer: and I have no doubt 
that Medary is the choice of four fifths of the Democracy 
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if not a larger portion. Nor do 1 doubt that ho can make 
a competent Postmaster General. I should expect from 
him if appointed an energetic and a1)le administration. 
Thus thinking’, I speak. I know he has not given me tliat 
hearing’ or favor in his paper which he might have donej 
but I allow much for his circumstances. I am sorry to dif- 
fer from you in this matter, but the ditference is of no great 
importance, as I have no hand in making cabinet officers 
The most I do is to give my honest opinion when asked. 

The last statement from Concord is that Cushing, Dix 
and Medary are certain to go into the Cabinet. The next 
comer may bring a ditferent story. 

I like Many penny very much and have great confidence 
in his ability and honesty both. The time may come when 
I shall be able to serve him, when it comes, i:^ofn}er or 
I shall be ready— McLean is an old friend, and a warm 
hearted, generous fellow. His connection with the Miami 
Tribe has brought on him some enemies — but more have 
seized this matter as a means of enabling them to gratify old 
grudges. Some of those who arc opposed to him are, also, 
very friendly to me. Of course I take no pai*t in th(') (|uar- 
rel, but endeavor to conciliate & harmonize. 

1 do wish you were in the control of the Nonparicl, I 
hope it may be arranged, and am willing to do my full part 
towards it at any lime. 

1 have received a num])or of a German paper at Cincin- 
nati supporting the Free Dem. ticket. Do you know any- 
thing of it? 

Would it not be an even l)ettor disposition for pres- 
ent of your time and talents to go through the state (‘.very 
where and organize; and especially make arrangennents to 
secure the right kind of men in the Legislature? I havti 
mentioned this matter to Rice & wish it miglit bc‘. arningc'xl 
through the Committee. 1 will bear my full proportion of 
the expense. 

I have heard what you write about Wilson. 1 d<)u))fc the 
extent of his influence at Concord, It is hardly so groat as 
represented. 

Medary is here. lie has conlined himself for the most 
l)ari to the Agricultural Convention; and will start on his 
return day after tomorrow. 
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To (JhaAiiS Sumner. 


St. Louis, June IS ^ 1858 . 

Dear Stoiner: I enclose 3^ou a part of the St. Louis 
Democmt, in which you will find a part of the correspond- 
ence which will interest you at least as showing that in this 
Slave State, at least, there is no such prejudice as prevents 
a recognition, and at a rate vastty be3"ond their value of sex*- 
vices I'endei'ed hj an Antislavery man. I find in it a most 
unexpected but most gratif ying I'esult of m3" action last winter, 
which I pidze the more for its ultimate bearing on our gi^eat 
Cause. You would be sux'pidsed to find what liberalitj" of 
sentiment pi’e vails here and especialh" among the democrats. 
Most of those I have met avow themselves antislavery men, — 
some of them most decidedh" so. 

I am here on private matters; tiying to serve two widowed 
ladies, one of them m3" niece the other m3" sister-in-law. 1 
expect to leave for Chicago tomorrow. 

Pei’haps our cause will be benefited by the republication 
of this cori'espondence in the Boston papei"s. The Com- 
monwealth and Traveller will cheerfully i^eprint; will not 
others ? 

Give my best regards to Wilson and other friends. 

Yours trul3^ and faithfully, 


To TJdtvard L. JPierce. 

Chicago, Jidy Jf.., 1863. 

My LEAR Sir: I have just I'etuimed from Missouri. Your 
letter reached me I think at St. Louis. I regret not seeing 
3"our brother, or yourself. You have seen that I did not 
speak at St. Louis and wh3^ it was best that I could not; I 
believe the correspondence will do more than a speech would 
have done. 

Chicago is a flourishing place but the total ensemble did 
not please me. I should prefer Cincinnati or St. Louis to 
live in. 
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5Vliat AVoiild you think of the life editorial and taking* 
charge of a paper here/' or at Chicago ^! [sic] I am pretty 
(‘eidain you could suc(‘e('d, and Avin reputation and fortum^ 
as well as at the ])ar. 

Yours truly, 


To (lotvlvH S{\nnvei\ 

Kayenna, Sep. ;k 

Dear Sumner, 1 mourn Avith you over tlu^ opinion of 
Judge McLean; hut T expoctcal nothing otherwis(\ His 
whole course of judicial action in r(',ference to cas(\s uiKhn* 
the act of '’9J had prc^pai-ed ni(' for it. With a kind luairt cV:. 
honest purposes he lias sutlered his revinamci^ for inuigiinyl 
lights under the constitution to lead him into (‘oindusions 
from which you & 1 must (‘ver shrink. VV(dk W(' must look 
to the future ! 

Prospects in Ohio are as good as could he (‘XjXMdcd. 
Nothing can 1)(‘ delinitely said r(‘s])e(d.ing tin' r(\suh; hut. W(' 
are all cherishing good hopes. 

I have spoken in about t.Wimt.y countic's., and our candidati' 
foi" (rovernor, Mh Lo-wis, in inniriy fifty. ])(‘opi(', t,urn 

out well and we hope to <‘ast su(h a voh' as w.ijh if not (diad, 
our candidate,- - at knist put an <m\( 1 to triangular (U)ntnst,. 

We think much can he, done hy tlina^ griait nuMdings- say 
one at Cd(‘V<dand or vicinity o!U‘ at Mk Viunion in Knox 
County & one at Cincinnati or vicinity, (hn you not giv(' 
us — or me—your powerful aid, say for tlu^ last, winds in this 
month. The journt'y & s})(‘e(‘h<\s ihmhI txnnipy no mon^, t,han 
ten days. 

Yours (‘ordially 

Answer immediahdy to (duuinnati 


To h)hr((r(f L. /Vcrcc. 

WaSIIINOTON, JfdTf /'/\ fShJf.. 
Mr -DEAR Sir: 1 thank you for little not(^ and for youf 
kind appreciation of my wishes rather t han my smnnssses in 

rt Whether St, LouIh orOliielimatl \h Jineerltiiii. Mr. Rl(‘rei‘ vvmn later hi (Ihane’H law 
olll(‘(‘ ill Oineinnutl. 
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serving you. I am glad yon an^ in ChieiiinatL for you are 
almost the only man in Ohio to whom I eontidently look for 
a real appreeiatioii and s\nnpatby with my views and plans 
for the advancement of our great and nohle cause. The 
notions of so many are contracted — their aspirations so 
low — their sympathies so phlegmatic — and what might else 
be in them noble and generous so turned awry, dwarfed and 
cramped ])y the incessant claims of mere business, or the 
debasing intiuences of party that I sometimes feel as if 1 
hardly knew where to look for a genuine, whole man on 
whom I can confidently lean. Ma\' I not hope to find such 
a one in vou i 

And no^v with this preface I shall ask you, at once, for a 
little service. I want you to become ac(|uainted with the 
conductors of the Times and the Colum])ian: ascertain their 
tendencies, and see whether they are not willing to render 
me some justice. 

About everything I have done for Ohio and the West has 
been positively ignored. I, first, introduced a successful 
motion for Custom Houses including apartments for Post 
Office, Courts, etc. etc. The precedent which I established 
in the cases of Cincinnati & St. Louis has been followed at 
other points and now the West begins to receive some share 
of the Public Expenditures in these respects. I, first, 
introduced and carried through the Senate a proposition to 
cede to Ohio the Public Lands within her limits. It failed 
in the House, no Ohio member taking enough interest in it 
to secure for it even a fair hearing. Again I introduced 
the bill in a modified form last session. But the session 
l)eing short and ])usiness crowded & the Committee reluc- 
tant, I did not get it through the Senate. I have again 
introduced the same measure this Session and shall I think 
get it through, I have a favora])le report made yesterda3L 
It now includes all the Lands in the Va. Mil. District, 
which, under an amendment which I had inserted ii^i a Bill 
relating to Ya. Mil. Scrip, were relieved from the trust in 
favor of Virginia. Again 1 introduced and carried through 
the propositions which have initiated the Pacific Railroad. 
I might go on; l)ut I won't weary you. Who, in Ohio, 
knows what I have done'^ Never, it seems to me, has a man 
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Mho was earnestly laboring* to accomplish practical good, 
been more poorly sustained. 

I confess it galls me to read such a paragraph as the fol- 
lowing from the Chillicothe Advertiser of the 13th inst. 
[newspaper clipping] ‘AVe hope the Legislature of Ohio 
will elect a Democrat Senator who will give character and 
importance to the State in the United States Senate. It is 
undoubtedly useless to express such a hope, for we believe 
the men of thgt body to be men who will so act, without 
1 ‘eforence to personal feelings or outside appliances, as will, 
in their judgments, conduce, in the largest degree, to the 
honor of the State and the glory of the Democratic party.” 

The implication that Ohio has not had a Democratic Sena- 
tor, who gives character to the State, is in keeping with the 
course such persons have uniformly pursued towai-ds me. 

You know enough of my course and can inform yourself 
sufficiently in respect to it by examining the Columns of the 
Globe to form a correct opinion of such an estimate. I 
desire no comparisons with my predecessors; but I shrink 
from none. 

Now if you can write a few articles and have place further 
in the Times and Ooluinl)ian, they will be (‘.opied into 
friendly papers, and do something at least towards chang- 
ing this current. 

If you see Miss Chalfant, I pray you to assure luu’ of my 
warm regard and kindest rcmoml)rances. Has lun* sister, 
Mrs. Marshall, returned from California I hear so; hut 
can hardly believe it. 

Yours cordially, 


To K K Ifoml'm, 

WASHiNcrroN Jamj 

My dkae Sir, I think you su-o iniKtakcn in the, uin*'. of my 
debt to you— it waw for onn ic.ttcr instead of two or three 
when you wrote last, and it is for two now. I am <jnite 
willin^f however that the halanee in this account should Ix'. 
decidedly a^^ainst mci, as your letters have much moi-o inter- 
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est for me than mine can have for you; and besides I am 
harder pushed than you can be. 

I don't feel a great deal of interest in the election of Sen- 
ator, since our side has nothing to expect. If it could be 
postponed we should have a fair chance: — as it is, 1 suppose, 
we have none though I feel right sure that the time is not 
distant when men who now vote to have Ohio repre- 
sented here by a Hunker will rue it as a foolish & unneces- 
sary act. 

]My great anxiety is to have our friends in Ohio buckle 
on their armor & go to work to redeem the State. We 
can do that I am sure if we will & by our means. I think, 
circumstanced as you now are, you to reestaldish your 
connection vdth the press, or at least take up your location 
in a part of the State where you can advantage the cause — 
say, Toledo Cleveland or Cincinnati. You ought to resume 
the Editorial charge of the True Democrat. Wade says he 
will (/ire you his interest of $1000 — I will give you mine of 
$200 — if an arrangement can be made by which you will 
become interested & Editor. I should think 

you would feel as deeply as I do on the subject of wresting 
Ohio from the Hunkers. 

The Nebraska Bill is the principal topic of conversation 
hei*e. What is the prospect of the Resolution on the sub- 
ject in our Legislature? I enclose the Wash'\ Sentinel that 
you may see with what insolence the Editor speaks of our 
State. It makes me repent my vote for Tucker for printer, 
& wish I had voted for some one wholly unconnected with 
the Political Press or for Bailey. It will prevent me from 
voting to give him the Patent Report to print which he 
needs much. 

Benton sa 3 ^s (I dined with him yesterday) that Douglas has 
committed political suicide He is staunch against the i‘epeal 
of the Missouri Prohibition. Gov. Allen, &> two of the 
members for R. I. will vote against it. The Governor has 
written to R. I. for Legislative instructions, which if they 
come will hx his colleagues. Mason, of Virginia told Fish 
that he did not want the Nebraska Bill: he was content that 
things should stand as they are. Douglas, I suppose, eager 
to compel the South to come to him has out southernized 
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the South; and has clrao'g^'d the timid & irresolute admiiiLs- 
tration along with him. 

^Vomt you write a strong article for the Ooluiubian on 
the Sentinel Artich^ 'i 

Let them know immediately the prospect of the Eesolu- 
tion in the Senate & House. It should be pushed to a vote 
at the earliest moment. 

Tell me the names of the most prominent men of the two 
Houses, with short sketches of them. Do you know 
Makeniiie? Give me all the information you can. Where 
is Towmshend';^ What of his wife's health. 


71/ A\ A'. 

WAsinN(rr<)K, rhouj 

My DEAR Sir: Wrot<‘. you a day or two sinc('. Today 
the Ne])raska Bill wais called up, l)ut was ])ostponed till 
Monday, It is designed to press it through the Stmatv. for 
fear of the awakening of popular indignation. I send you 
the Bill as to bo anunnh'd. I s(md you, also, 

the original Report [of the] Bill from whhdi you will s(‘e 
how material the attraction is. 1 also (‘ncl<)s(‘- with this an 
appeal in the Era. The signs all indi(*at('. Storms alu^ad, 

I am /////// that the anunarts as ility now stand 

were [made after] consultation with Pi(U'(H^ and that the 
AdmuiLstration with a good deal of tr(H|)idati()n has nvsohnal 
to risk its fortunes upon tiie hill as it now stands. Many 
of its wai'in friends say they are sure logo down upon it. 
There is certainly gn^at alarm ct misgiving. (Ass to!<l m<‘ 
today that he was not eonsuUtal, & was decidedly against tiu^ 
renewal of tlu^. agitation: but he will rote with tht', ])roslav 
(uyside. A personal & near friend of the Pr(\si(i(mls cnilhal 
on me touiglit & told mi^ that CAss was (wc.huh'd from con- 
sultations. Tiny meant to drag him along. Even Nt‘w 
Hampshir(‘. wavers about supporting tlu^ Bill. Maitu', is in 
a relxdlion, all Rhode Island exc^ept pcuhaps floiuss is against, 
it. Every northern Whig Senator without (^x<a^ption is 
againsi- it; Houston & Ihuitou are against it 
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I hope the Columbian will [get the] of the Appeal 
and circulate it through the Legislature. You [don't] need 
to be told who wrote it. Please see to having the slips 
struck off & circulated. 

I suppose the Senatorial [question] decided in this time. 
Feeling no interest in it, since no man can be elected who 
is not j)roslaverv I only desire to call the attention of the 
people to a much greater matter. I am sorry to hear that 
you have electioneered for Manyi^enny. I like him per- 
sonally, but 1 would cut oft* mv right hand sooner than aid 
him or any other man to reach a position in which he will 
make Ohio the vassal of the Slave Power. 

I shall soon return among the people and 1 mean to see 
whether shams will rule forever. I know that the advocates 
jaud bite the dust and thaj iihall 


To Y S. Hand in 

Washington, Fch , JO ^ 1861 ^.. 

Dear Hamlin: Pardon me for my exi^ression of regret. 
1 am glad to learn that you have taken no part in the con- 
test going on at Columbus among* the aspirants for my 
place. 

As we have no power to do anything which will give our 
side advantages, we had best do absolutely nothing. If the 
election could be postponed we could do much — but I have 
never expected that — never even imagined it possible until 
the result of the late attempts to nominate — and do not now 
believe it at all probable, though [illegible] of Cleveland told 
me some days since that it would be done. 

I did better than I anticipated in 1113^ reph^ to Douglas. 
I knew I could break down his position; but I did not expect 
to come so near satisf3ing iii3^self and much less did I fore- 
see the profund attention or the immense audience with 
and by which 1 was listened to. I have compliments from 
all sides in abundance, and am gratiffed in believing that 1 
have worthily upheld the honor of our nobh^ State. 

a From the Pierce-Sumner Papers. 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 17 
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I would cheerfully add |2,000 to your $2,000 for a paper 
in Cincinnati, or would bo one of six to pledge $5,000 each 
to be drawn up if necessary. 

But if I was about to establish such a paper I would begin 
with a Weekly— make it first Class— get, say, 113,000 sub- 
scribers and then make a daily of that. $1,000 would suffice 
to pay the agencies necessary to get $3,000 subs, and to start 
the paper, and 

You ought to be in Cincinnati; and you ought to be in the 
Press. 

Yours truly. 


To E. L. Pierce. 

Washington, Eeh. &J, IHolf. 

My dear Pierce: — Your article had already attracted 
my attention and 1 had cut it out for Bailey to print if lie 
could find room, befoi’e receiving the Columbian with your 
autograph which revealed to mo the author. It i.s a capital 
article well conceived and admirably expressed. It makes 
me regret that you propose to devote yourself to the law 
rather than to the wider and widening field of journalism. 
If you would devote yourself to the establishment of a paper 
in Cincinnati, such as the N. York Times in Now York, you 
would in ton or fifteen years have a fortune in it bc'sides 
wielding an almost uncomputablo influence. 

Sumner acquitted himself nolily — grandly, llis spcioch 
satisfied every expectation." 

We hope to kill the monster; but wo want the voice of a 
great meeting at Cincinnati. 

Yours truly. 


To K. L. Pimr. 

WASinNGTON, 3f<(r. iS, 18,%. 
My dear Mr. Pierce. Your letter is very cheering and 
consolatory. Here “where Satan’.s net is”, the n(‘.arest 


(tSumuor’H speech cf Kebruary 21, 1854. 
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sounds are those of denunciation and abuse. With these 
harsh tones it is very agreeable to hear intermingled the 
voices of friendship and sympathy. 

Sumner was much pleased with j^our last letter to him, 
which he showed me. You did not compliment him too 
strongly on his speech. It was a splendid effort in clear- 
ness of historical statement; in beauty of stjde; and in force 
of expression unsuipassed by any previous utterance of his; 
though I must say as I told him that it did not equal, as an 
argument, his speech against the Fugitive Slave Law. 

It gave me real pleasure to read Reemelin's remarks. He 
is a man of genius, force and knowledge. If he and Molitor 
side with the Independent Democracy we may hope for 
great things. If in addition to this [illegible] Day would 
Star£ a paper! 

Thanks for your kind opinion of my speech. It was de- 
livered from notes, written the morning I spoke — though I 
had given all the time I could coinmand for two or three 
days to readhig iq) and icrithig down. * My preparation was 
very inadequate and I was surprised to get off* so well as I 
did in the actual delivery. Perhaps I was indebted, in fact, 
for my success to the audience which was very brilliant. 
For the only time this session the ladies were admitted on 
the floor. It was corrected from the Reporter's notes on the 
jump on the Evening after the delivery and the next morn- 
ing; for I had to dine at the French Minister’s that next day 
and I wanted to have it out Monday. This will account for 
some defects of style which yon must have noticed. 

It is rather pleasant to feel that I have done some service 
in the battle; and to know that the service is appreciated. 
It is rather strange to me, however, to receive much com- 
mendation, having, almost my whole life, been laboring for 
an unpopular though just cause — unpopular perhaps because 
misunderstood. 

I shall place Mr. Mann's name on my list and send him as 
well as yourself a copy of a new edition. 

We Senators have no copies of the Census Report. I 
will endeavor to procure you one however. 

I regret, vei’y much, to have you say that you are not 
contented in the office. I hope your discontent is not with 
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the offi(*e and that your longings for distant ticlds will l^e 
abated by time. Having ac(|uired you, we must not lose 
you. 

I think of coming to Cincinnati before long. 

Faithfully your friend. 


To E. S. 

Wash. Ap. IHnJp. 

My deak Sir: Your letter i-cached me yesterday. I 
wish 3"OU would write me oftencr. 

I feel no great anxiety as to the particular course whi(0i 
events may take in Ohio. If a genuine Deinocra(‘.y (‘iin ])c 
formed out of the Liberals of the old parties and the I nd. 
Democrats and nominate a ticket for fJudge and Hureau of 
Public Works I should be glad. If the old Democrats who 
are resolved to make war on the Btiltimore Platform and 
support in the future no National Candidates (‘ommitted to 
its anti-democratic doctrines, can hold a good convimtion 
and make good nominations I shall have nc) object ion to sup- 
port their candidate. If neither of these things (*an doru', 
I am for co-operation with the Whigs and giving tliem the 
members Bureau of Pul)lic Works, and taking i\n\ rludge. 
The W^higs are now where the old Deins. wcrc^. four years 
ago, opposed to a Pro-slavery National Administration there- 
fore disposed to be antislavery. As \v(^ (‘.o-opcu'aixul with 
the old Dems, then wo ought to c(>-o])erate with tlu^ fVhigs 
now. 

I donk. fear their getting the Members Burc^au of Pu))lie- 
Works this year. Next year wo must hav<^ tln^, menilKu*, 
and the three parties will then )>e ropres<mted in Ua^ Board, 
which is probably best for the State. 

Yours truly, 


To a: L. /V<7V'c. 

WAsniN<jT()N, Map lip 

My dear Pierce: I enelos<‘. to you a briid* which has no 
merit (vxcept simplicity and (lina^tru^ss. 

«Froni thu rien'c'-Hunuier CaporH. 
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]Mauy thanks to you for the pamphlet yrju sent me. I 
have not yet had time to read it. hut shall certainly do so. 
I read your article in support of Mrs. Peters design with 
great pleasure, and am gratified you find time for such 
good work. 

Sumner showed me your letter a])out E. S. 1 rejoiced 
greatly to hear of his success. That he should have failed 
of a good and appreciative audience in (Jircuit would have 
Ix^en a personal mortifi(‘ation to me. 

The Xebraska scheme is on its legs ag-ain. Its passage 
into law is uncertain; it will he determined by superior 
tactics. JToffs as Father Ritchie used to sa\y when 

disposed to seem sagacious and to make a parade of all the 
French the Revolution of '98 ever permitted him to acquire. 

Have you seen Derln- about publishing that book^ I am 
sometimes spoken to on the subject, and woiild tiT to fur- 
nish you the material if Derby thinks lit to undertake the 
publication. 

Yoiu's truly. 


To K L. Pu-rve. 

Washington, 2Iay SI, 185^. 

]My dear IVIr. Pierce: I enclose a copy of an Address to 
the People of Ohio with the signatures already obtained. 
I will telegraph you on Monday or Tuesday the names of 
other signers and the despatch will reach you I suppose as 
soon if not sooner than this note. 

Please call at once on Col. Schouler® and have the Address 
put in typo with all the signatures affixed as telegraphed; 
and have slips furnished to the other papers. If the Gazette 
folks demur at all to publication— which 1 do not at all expect, 
call on some other paper— the Times or the Columbian. 

A Public Meeting should be held to denounce the ra.s- 
cality without delaju 
Yours truly, 

fAVilliam Sehoulcr, the father of the historian James Schouler, was at this time 
one of the editors of the Cincinnati Gaziette. 
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To E. S. llamVm. « 

Washington, Juhj SI, 1851j.. 

My hear Hamlin: It was good to see your handwriting 
again. You had been so long silent that I almost began to 
think you had forgotten mo, and did not know where to 
iiddress a letter to jog your remembrance. 

I share your disappointment in regal’d to the outcome of 
the Columbus Convention,* and thousaruls upon thousands 
throughout the country partake it also. But then, the 
que.stion is, Can anything better be done than make the best 
of that? One thing is clear, the Convention have made an 
issue with the Slave Power, and the people will not let the 
politicians shirk it hereafter. The determination to restore 
the Mo. Restriction and the declared opposition to New Slave 
States will make it impossible to avoid it. M*e shall thus 
have free access to the people and all w'c have to do is to 
urge our larger and sounder views, and get the intelligent 
assent of the mas.ses to them. Starting from the Anti-slavery 
point I do not fear that the new party will not be ultimately 
essentially democratic. But shoidd it be otluivwise one 
thing is clear— the Old Line Democracy will go beyond it, 
whenever once whipped into its traces (?) in vespt^ct to coii- 
sistonoy, in Anti-slavery declarations; and thus furnish to 
Antislavery democrats a party to thc'ir kind. It shall not 
be my fault if the new party does not become es.sontially 
democratic; and you must help me. Tlu^ day may come 
when I shall have it in my power to prove my sincere appre- 
ciation of your merits; or you may, which I would greatly 
prefer, be placed by the appreciation of the people'., in a 
position where you can confer easier than reuK'-ive favor’s. 

It is ti’uo as alleged by some that the Antislavery Resolu- 
tion of the Old Line Democracy is more oomprr'Iu'.nsivcly 
anttslavci’y than the Boople’s Platform at Oolumbus, but, 
then it has been neutrulij'.ed by the endorsmnent of the Bal- 
timore Platform and nullified by the acts of the Party which 
put it forth in ('.lecting such a Rnrsidmit as Piei’oe and such 

u From the rieroo-Sumiier PapprH. 

nr«t State (louvciitiou of the Antl-NcbraHka men, July JU, IHTvL Of. uoLo In 
SohuckerH’H Ohtiso, p. 105. 



LETTERS OF SALMON P. CHASE. 


263 


a Senator as Piigh'^ and in sustaining such Covenant Break- 
ers as Douglas. There is a good hope that the People's 
Platform will be stuck to, and a little truth honestly 
receivejcl and lived up to, is better than a great deal of dis- 
regarded profession. 

You see that I mean to go along with the Antislavery 
movement, in the phase which it has now assumed; keeping 
a watchful eye upon it that the strength which our votes 
give it be not abused. 

We have confirmed the Japan Treaty. It is a great thing 
for our reputation to have made the first Treaty with that 
isolated Empire. Its provisions are important to our Pacific 
Commerce. 

The Reciprocity Treaty is under discussion. I think it 
will be confirmed. 

What do you think of Hunter’s substitute for the Home- 
stead bill ? I voted for it finally, after the Senate had aban- 
doned the House Homestead Bill, as the best bill there was 
any hope of securing at this session. Keep me advised me 
where to write 3"ou. 

Yours faithfull}’', 


To JE. X, Pierce, 

Washington, Aug, <9, 

Dear Pierce, I do not know whether you have a copy of 
the Appeal of the Independent Democrats. I regard that 
as the moi^t <raluahle of my works. I expect to be in Con- 
cord, N. H. , on Saturday night— -after two or three days 
there my course is uncertain. 

Yours faithful^, 

P. S., I find but one and that so blotted that I fear you can 
hardly make out the first page. 


a George E. Pug-h succeeded Chase as Senator from. Ohio. Chase’s term expired 
March 3, 1856. 
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To E. S. Tluhd'm.^’' 

Cincinnati, Xor. i3, ISSJf. 

My dear Sir: Your onquiry whethor I am “aware that 
the 26th of October is past,” must refer to something I hai'e 
either forgotten or do not understand. 

When we parted it was Avith the understanding tliat if 
A’ou would go into the Columbian I Avould contribute, to its 
.support ^sl.OOi) during the year either directly from my own 
means, or Avith the aid of other friends of our cause. — I ex- 
jjected, of course, as has been the ease hitlierto to take upon 
myself nearly if not the Avholc sum thus pledgu'd. 

But I did not then knoAV that the pap('r Avould l)e contin- 
ued Avithout temporary suspension. 1 remember saying 1 
Avished it could he, but T hardly expected it, as Mr. Rice 
said he should be and must ho absent for some time. 1 
rather anticipated a suspension for some four AV'ceks. 

When I returned to the State as far as d’oledo 1 learned 
for the first time that you had actually gone into the paper. 
I then expected to be at Columbus before this tiinu'; but, 
finding it unne(^e,s.sary for me to go uj) when I got home, 
busied myself with tlu'. matter here. 

1 hoard nothing from you when in Illinois, nor did I find 
any letter here from you, nor did 1 knoAV Avheia^ to addiA'ss 
you, or I should ha\'(‘ written. 

Probably your reference to the 2(>th of Octolxu' alludcw to 
my expectation, iufc'rrod perhaps to you befon' I Avent 
away, of being at Clolumbns in attendarKT, on tlu'. Cire.uit 
Court at that tiTiic. 

T am read}’’ to fulfil my phnlge. It is vc'.ry hard to raise 
money hero and it can’t l)i> done exc<q)t at ('xtravagant rales. 
I can hoAveAU^r pay $2.'>0 in I)ec(‘ml)er and $2.’)0 (‘,v(uy thiax' 
months after, if that Avill answer, or if it is imd(',sirahl(' 1 
must raise the first in.staUment before. 

I wish I could see', you, hut 1 cannot c.onu', to Columbus 
at this tilin' without serious iinamvenience. 1 have lecture 
to prepare' for Boston-- a foolish ('ngagement hut which mu.st 
he fulfilled -and it demands all my time. 

Yours faithfully, 

(t From tho riert'o-HiimiU'ir Pupt^rH. 
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To K s, 

CrN. Xto\ 11, ISoJi. 

]Mt LEAR Sir, It is too had that the failure of tlie Banks 
should add to your other troubles; and too ])ad that, at a 
time when the principles we have advocated ax^i^ear to be in 
the ascendant, there should be difficulty about sustainino- 
the papers whose devotion to them is sure and permanent. 

My i>wn stwvices and contributions to the extent of my 
alnlities and means have never becai denied and will never 
be denied to the cause of Fn^edom or to the papers which 
sustain it: but I do not see how I can do anything more for 
the Columbian than I promised to when I saw you last. 
The claims on me, at this time, are many and unusually 
pressing: but 1 can let you have the $ 25 r> in Decem])er, as I 
said I would, and if necessary, can give a note at thirty 
days: but should prefer to avoid that if possilde. 

As to the Governorship you know my sentiments. I 
have declared them to you unaffectedly. An endorsement 
of my Senatorial course by the people of the State would 
gratify me, ))ut as my actions in the Senate has the approval 
of my own conscience I can do A'ery well without any other 
endorsement. If the people desire our friend Brinkerhoft' 
or any other such worthy and well qualiffed man rather than 
myself I shall be the last to olqect to it. 

Yours sincerely. 


To jE. X Jlmnlln, 

Pnmie. Cm. Si, 188 ^. 

My dear Sir, * * * 1 confess I feel more uneasiness 

about the pro})a])le influences of the Order on our move- 
ment than I did Avhen I saw you last: ])ut I still think that 
it is best not to say anything against them. Wait until it 
l)ecomes necessary & it may never become necessary. What 
is objectionalde may come itself. Meantime Antislaveiy 
men should be constantly warned of the importance of Keep- 
ing the Antislavery idea paramount. There is danger of its 

<i£Frora tlie Pieree-Sumiier Papers 
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})eing shoved aside. The}- must see that it is not lost sight 
of. hfow even more than ever is it essential that an earnest 
antislavery tone should he maintained by our [?] that the 
[?] should be sustained. 

You are aware that for some days past this city has been 
the seat of a grand American Council. What they call it T 
do not know; but 1 am told delegates are in atteiidance 
from every state in the Union including CaU. There seem 
great divisions of opinion. 

For example, one very intelligent gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was anxious to have the ideas which wo hold dc'nation- 
alization, &c. adopted as the basis of a National parly. 
Other's & most, seem to be of opinion that they must stem- 
clear of northern & southern nltraism as they call oui' ideas 
there of the Nullitiers. One man is reported to have said 
that it is as settled they were to cut loose from Frecsoilei's 
& Southern. Another that the organ ization must not in any 
way attack slavery; and that the [convention] sitting hero is 
in fact the American Legislature whose d(>cisions Congress 
must follow. Certain it is that Kenneth Rayner of N. C. & 
E [illegible] Davis of Ky. arc hero & both hauling spirits. 
Humphrey Marshall is also bci'o or has beem & Daniel All- 
man, prominent friends as you know of Fillmore, h illmore 
is talked of among them for the Pres''. , A Davis also. 1 lous- 
ton also, but not much so far as I learn, lie, by the way, 
was the favorite of the gentlemen 1 first nanu'd. 

These arc some of the stmws I see lloating. 'I’lny indi- 
cate that the current (nationally) will not float as we would 
wish. But it may in the State. 

All wo have to do, at all events, seems to me to maiT)tain 
our principles; act with no organiscation that dishonors 
them; cooperate frankly with any which does not; & bid(^ 
our time. * * * 


To K A. JIaiiilh. 

Wahhinuton, Jaxy 

My ni5AE Sir, * * * The Old liners, I see have put 
forth again their motley platform. ''rh('. way is now ch'ar 
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for their sig'ual defeat, if the People's ilovement can be 
honorably continued, as I hope it may be. ^Ye must not be 
the first to abandon it; nor must ^ye abandon it at all unless 
it shall become necessary in order to the preservation of our 
honor. 

If there was a third of the Democrats ready to adopt the 
Ohio Platform and vote for one, why did they not secede 
from the Convention and declare themselves not bound by 
its action when those disgraceful resolutions were passed 2 
Know nothingism can not be worse than Shilly ShallyLsm 
like theirs. Apart from the Secrecy in which it* [hides] 
itself, it is infinitely more respectable, for it does not contra- 
dict itself. 


To E, S. TTamlm, 

Washington, Jan^y 1855. 

My dear Sir, I am in fault as usual about my corre- 
spondence. My onl}" excuse is that I have more to read, 
wifite & talk than one man can do. 

Your article in the Columbian was very bold: l)older than 
1 should have ventured to write. 1 refer of course to the 
one in reply to the Sandusky Eegister. It is not, how- 
ever, at all clear to me that your policy is not the wisest 
and most safe. At an}" rate I am disposed to confide 
entirely in your judgment, so far as the interest of the Ind^ 
Dem^ wing of the Peoples Movement is concerned. 

It is disagreeable to me to have the battle for a decided 
recognition of Antislavery principles cfe movement by the 
new organization carried on over my person. The Grovern- 
orship is only desirable so far as I am concerned as a simple 
endorsement of my course in the Senate, & especially on 
the Slavery question, by the People. In other respects the 
reasons against being a candidate rather over balance the 
reasons for being one: and I am by no means persuaded 
that I ought to accept a nomination even if one should be 
tendered me. Certain it is that I do not wish my name to 
be the cause of division among the sincere & earnest well 
wishers of the Peoples Movement. Taking their ideas as 
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Djy guides I shall j^atientl}"' await the course of events for 
a few months before I determine positively what I ought 
to do. 

Houston is going' to Boston. He will prol^ably lecture 
there on the [last of] this month. He is the favorite of the 
Massachusetts Kns for the Presidency: and I think he will 
have a chance for the nomination of the order if he does 
not injure himself in Boston. 

, It is now certain almost that Wilson will ])e chosen Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. He cannot l)a(‘k out on the 
Slavery question and his election will he a de(uded triumph 
of the' Antislavery element in the K. N. organization. It 
may lead to disruption. It guarante(is, T think, against th(‘, 
order being converted into as mere a tool of the Slav(‘ 
Power as the old organizations have Ix'.en. This, how(nmr, 
is a future event. 

I am assured l)y rcliahle men in Ohio that thor(‘> is no 
possibility of the order there l)eing mad(^. proshuauy . They 
may he deceived, l)ut 1 am sure tluy don’t mean to d(X‘ei\'(^ 
Those who write jnc feel somewhat son^ about yoiu' (‘Ours(‘ 
& Bailey's. Tiny think that tlu^ toix^. of your editorials and 
his is calculated to weaken the hold & inlluen(*e. of Anti- 
slavery men, & to make the members of tlu^, sides l(\ss dis- 
posed than they would bo otherwise to coop(‘rate with 
outsiders on the Slavery issue. They think it would be bet- 
ter if you admitted that there was sonu'. ground for th(‘, 
[union] of the people against ])apal infhumces & organizcnl 
foreignism, while you might condemn the s(nu‘(d‘ organiza- 
tion indiscriminate proscription on ma^ount of origin or 
creed. You know best how much W(dght to give to tluase 
suggestions. To me tliey seem to indi(*ate< about th(\ wis(‘.st 
course; but I repeat I am disposed on thes(i ma(t(u-s to con- 
fide more in your judgment than in my own. 

1 saw Judge Myers hero, lie seenaal to think tln^ pros- 
pect of election on the tJonventiou Platform rattuu* bliux 
He said Medill talked of resigning the nomination, but had 
concluded to hold on, and he. s(H'.med to have had ih(^. same 
idea & to have come to the same condusion. The ticket 
must be lillegible] unless the Kns determine to (daim all the 


« JCnowiioUiiiigH. 
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nominations for memherN of the .•nicies: in which event the 
result would ]je more doubtful. Certainly we ought to do 
nothing' say nothing' calculated to prevent entire harmony 
of cooperation among all opponents of Slv. & the Slave 
Power upon fair cC honorable principles & terms. So f al- 
as I can see there is nothing to be expected from the Old 
Line Democracy in its present position. It will be time 
enough to consider whether we ought to act with them when 
they place themselves in a position which renders such 
action possible & compatible with our consistency and honor. 

I want to write you often & to hear from you often, but 
1 am much x^iressed for time &> constantly interrupted. 


To T, S\ TlifttiUn, 

WashiN(Jtox F('h D. 1866 , 

Dear Hamlin, A much longer time has slipped bj" with- 
out my writing to you than ought; but j'ou know what my 
situation is & your charity will excuse me. 

The x^apers, which are really hearty against Slavery, are, 
1 x^erceive, unanimous in urging iny name for Governor, & 
I have assurances from whigs and democrats that if I become 
the Peoples Candidate there will be large support from the 
liberals of all sides. I apx^reciate these manifestations of 
regard veiy — very highly. Whatever proximate results 
ma\" be they bind me fresh ties to the Cause of Liberty 
& Progress. There seems now to be little opposition to my 
nomination except with the inconsiderable number who look 
with alarm or dislike iix^on the x^Togrcss of our doctrine, 
unless the Khis shall take distinct ground against me. The 
ox)i)osition of the former class may l)e safely disregarded — 
that of the latter will x^robably divide the Peox^le’s Move- 
ment if based on the ground that nobod}^ is to be supported 
by the Kns unless a member of their order. 

Judge SxDalding was here a day or two since, and sought 
a convei’sation with mo in relation to the Governorshix). I 
was very explicit on all points: 

1. That the nomination and election would doubtless 
gratify me as an endorsement of my course & a manifesta- 
tion of conhdenco from the People of Ohio. 
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2. That I could not accept a nomination or be a candiaate 
on any platform which did not represent my convictions. 
Of course, I w*^. not insist on the expression of all I wished; 
])ut the actual expression must bo right & in the right direc- 
tion. 

3. That in no case could I suffer my name to be used to 
divide the opponents of slaveiy in Ohio; but, in case the 
Convention should take ground on which I could not honor- 
ably act, I should regard myself as having no present work 
to do in Ohio. 

He seemed to have been a good deal under the impression 
that the Whigs would not support me, because of the events 
of 1849, & to have inclined to the idea that it would bo best 
to defer to this sentiment & nominate another man: but he 
left apparently determined to use his influence with u.s. 

Here the members of Congress all seem willing to sup- 
port me, except perhaps, Campbell. Ho manifests a disin- 
clination to touch the subject at all. T think ho wishes to 
await the decision of the Kns. It is curious that he, a 
Seward Whig, should bo apparently the chief of the western 
Knownothings. But strange things are happening now a 
days. 

The elections of the last few weeks have produced a 
marked effect here. Harlan, Wilson, Durkee, Seward, are 
all regarded as hot shot from abolition cannon. Then the 
action of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin has startU^d the 
politicians — & the , fudges too —not a little— -and now even 
while I am writing comes the election of Trumbull in 
Illinois — Anti Douglas & Anti Nebraska at all events & an 
election which in this [illegible] at h'ast a triumph. Every- 
thing indicates that the Antislavory Sentinu'.nt will [go] on 
& on to its final triumph now. What ])art Ohio shall have 
the next few months will go far to determine. 

Write mo soon & toll me all you learn. It seems to me 
you have said enough agst the Kns, and had better hold 
up. Give them credit for [illegible] in Massachusetts <fe wait 
till [illegible] if over, to renew the combat. My idea is fight 
nobody who does not fight us. Wo have enemies enough 
in the Slaveholders & their aichu’s. 

r write [illegible] about the paper. 
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To A. 2L 

Wasiiix(;tox. yjj. lo, iSoo. 

Dear fPlIEXD, It is impossible for me to change my 
ground. I went into the Peoples Movement last year 
heartily and in earnest. I am for going on with it, pro- 
scribing nobody who does not manifest a disposition to 
proscribe ns. I shall not complain, if not elected as a can- 
didate for Cxovernor, on any personal ground. To leave me 
off the ticket would be rather a favor personally than other- 
wise. If it be done and done honestly for the good of 
the cause, & not with a view to convert the People's 
Movement into a simple Know nothing organization, neither 
I nor any of my friends could object to it. If, however, 
it should be done merely to' satisfy a proscriptive spirit 
the case would be different. If it should be attempted 
to impose the K. N. Shibboleth upon all the candidates for 
public suffrage in the People's Convention; — there might be 
& would be a duty to perform by those who cannot accept 
it. For myself I shall be, come what may, true to my an- 
tecedents & my democratic faith. I do not seek any posi- 
tion on the ticket. I could not accept a nomination for a 
Judgeship. Whether I would take any other would depend 
on the character of the nomination and the jdatform. 

It seems to me that no such other movement as you sug- 
gest is likely to occur. Of course I could not participate 
in an}" such, unless the course of events should show that 
those who think & feel as I do are to be rejected by the 
People's Movement, which I do not anticipate. If that 
movement should be so perverted from its original objects 
that we could not net with it, then we should be obliged to 
{iiape an independent course for ourselves. It is too early 
3"ct to determine what that course should be. 

If 3"ou would abate something of your tone against the 
Kns I think it would be wise. Indeed if I were editing the 
paper I should say little about them. What there is objec- 
tionable in their organization will be most likely to cure 
itself; if you only keep up an intelligent, animated war 
against slaveiy, and insist that in the People’s Movement 

a Prom the Hamlin collection. 
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there must be the most liberal toleration of diffcrouecs of 
opinion & oposition, with a view to the denationalization of 
slavery & the overthrow of the Slave Power. Keep jmur 
own democratic ideas prominent. Claim toleration & 
give it. 

There in a great struggle going on in the Kn organization 
between the Anti Slavery & the proslavery element. At 
present the antislavery element has the advantage. But the 
elements cannot dwell together. Bo patient and time will 
separate the progressive from the conservative. 

Would it answer for you to assume the sole editorial care 
of the Columbian? I suppose Mb Hamlin would bo glad to 
be released, and in that event you could have the henotit of 
my contribution to the support of the paper, so far as it 
should bo necessary. 1 merely sug’gost this. 

Afowdaysago I received a letter from a prominent Whig- 
in Ohio who asked if Mb Hamlin was my organ & said 
that his course in the. Columbian was injuring nuc I replied 
that Mb H. was not my organ in any sense, but edited the 
Col'b so far as ho edited it at all on his own responsibility 
and in his own way, 1 added that 1 regKdtt'd the tone & 
tenor of the artieles in reply to the Sanduslvy Itegistcu- and 
on -the Knownothings. 1 said nothing about liis course 
injuring me. I saw no evidciico of it. 

I just mention this heeause I tiuuight it best you A JVlb 
Hamlin should be apprized of whatever I do. But do iu)t 
think that I desire to control you in anything. I will give 
you my ideas frankly: but you must allow them no wcdiglif 
beyond that which your jiidgiuciU' sanctions- none at all 
merely l)e(:auso they are mine. 

Wilson is true as steel on tlie Slavery «|U(sstiou; so art* 
others horcc T'hey will break up the. ord('.r soomu- than se('. it 
used for tlu-. pur])<)ses of slavery. You musttakev th<“. action 
of those men and the curreut of opinion in the, fr<>.e, stab's 
in estimating the prol)al)le action of the Kn organization. 
I do not myself believe that it can ))e, mad('. as i)r()slavery 
as either of the old parti('s. Still it occu|)i('s dangerous 
ground in this r(isp('ct: and we must k('.t'.p a look out. If 
they are liberal in Ohio this year I think we may be. [u-etty 
eonlideni l.hat the movenu'iit will liberalize its('.lf ultimately 
so as to do litthi liarm to anybody. In haste, 
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IltuL, L. D. CtiniphJl.'^ 

Cincinnati, 2b nj 26^^^ 

Dear Sir: On nn’ return thi.s evening* from the Ea.^t, 1 
hnd ^miir note of the IS**" on my table, and I shall ansv'er it 
frankly according to your wish. 

Last fall the Independent Democrats or Freesoilers en- 
tered heartily and earnestly into the people's anti-nebraska 
movement, animated by the simple desire to redress the 
Nebraska wrong. They accepted frankly the State Candi- 
dates of the 13^^ July Convention, neither of whom was 
taken from their i^anks. After the election many of them, 
and not a few also of the liberal whigs and Democrats, 
anxious that some token of the popular approval of my 
course as Senator should be given and especially moved, as 
I suiipose, by the consideration that in consequence of the 
ascendency of the administration party in the Legislature, 
I alone of all the earnest opponents of the Nebraska In- 
i(juity from Ohio, could not be approved by a re-election, 
manifested a disposition to make me the candidate of the 
people's movement this fall. They were pleased to think, 
also, that m 3 " nomination and election to that oflSce would 
afford to the friends of freedom throughout the union a 
most signiffcant indication that Ohio would tread no step 
backward from the glorious stand she has just taken against 
slaverv and the domination of Slavepower. To the sug- 
gestions of these friends I have uniforml}" replied by an 
unhesitating avowal of the gratification which such an 
endorsement of the people would give me, provided I could 
be nominated and elected without ani" surrender or modifi- 
cation of my well known principles of political action. 

Had I supposed that opposition to my nomination would 
have been made in the particular quarters in which it has 
since appeared I should have promx:)tly declined to allow my 
name to be proposed at all. Nothing but the gratification 
and advantage of the implied indorsement, and the belief 
that my election under the circumstances would greatly in- 
spirit and encourage the friends of freedom outside of 

a From letter-book (5, pp. 190-191 Lewis Davis Campbell, 1811-1882, Member ol 
Congress 1849-1858, United. States minister to Mexico 1865-18C8 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 18 
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Ohio, could have induced me to consent to the use of 1113^ 
name, and these considerations would not have prevailed 
with me, had I not supposed that the nomination for Gov- 
ernor would this 3Tar be clieerfull3^ conceded to the choice 
of the distinctive anti-slaveiy men. As tilings now are I 
confess myself much emhrassed, and quite undecided as to 
the course which dut3" to myself, to the cause, and to the 
friends who have honored me with their contidcncc require 
me to pursue. One thing, howcvei', seems plain, whkdi is 
that no duty, whatever, under existing circumstances, re- 
quires me to accept a nomination for atty. general or 
Supreme Judge, and ccrtainl3^ ny inclination does not lead 
me in that direction. For tlic rest, T (‘an onl3" say that it 
would ho infinitely more agreeable to me to support 1113" 
old friend Brinkerhotf, than to ho a (candidate myself, if lie 
could bo said at this time to represent the pure element of 
opp. to Slavery extension & Slav’y domination. But if he 
is to be forced upon them, and his election taken as triumph 
of another clement, it is obvious that this must liav(‘. a 
powerful infiucncc on tlic course of those witli wdiom the 
Slavery question is paramount to cvciy other. 


7b (Ih((rl(‘i< 

Statu of Ohio, Exixujtive Dufautmunt, 

Deo ./J, ASV76'. 

Dear SuMNUK, 1 long to hoar of 3^011 at the Oapitol, but 
I long infinitely moi‘o to hour of your pei'fect restoration. 
At the present monumt you arc not grcatl3'’' mMxlod at Wash- 
ington. Nothing can l)c done now Imt to announ(‘-('. prin(‘i- 
ples, & make test questions. A y(Uir hciKUi it will Ixi im- 
portant to'have our strongest men in the fiedd. M'*. Buclian- 
an\s Administration will then be fairly umhu' way. For 
that time you should l)e prepared, &, if nocxl ]h\ reserved. 
1 write this because I see it stated that you ])r()pose going 
to Washington about the first of Jamuuy. L(it me bc^.g you 
to risk nothing; but to lay aside every c.an^ (^,xc(q)t that of 
your own nistoration. You will of coiirs(‘. b(‘. n'vhwted. 
Why not let the present scssioji go, & tnko a trip some- 
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whei-e out of sight and as far a.-, possible out of recollection, 
of disturbing & exciting causes. If your friends think it 
well, you might resign that your place this session he tilled 
by somebody else. Then be whole for the next session. 

ily intelligence from Kansa.s is encouraging. The rea- 
sons for believing it will be a free state preponderate more 
& more. 1 expect next week the return of a gentleman 
whom I sent to the territory to ascertain the precise condi- 
tion & to bear to Gov Geary a letter in behalf of the pris- 
oners, & to them some little relief. I hope the best. But 
for our caK-Sfj — we must make a deeper issue; believe that 
right is expedient; be consistent & trust the people. Then 
I believe will come the day when the Republic, restored to 
its original policy, will renew her strength & move forward 
in the fulfilment of her sublime mission, with the applause 
of all the patriotic & all the good. Talia ssecla, cunite. 
Afi'ectionately yours, 


To Chco'leH SunDiof. 

Columbus, Jtunj 18 , 1858 . 

My DEAR & EXCELLENT FRIEND, Your kind note to me 
makes amends for your long silence; though, indeed, I never 
accused you of neglect, and would on no account whatever 
have had you give one moment to me which would have 
been taken from time far better devoted to the health-reno- 
vation for which so many devoutly pray & towards which 
so many wishes are most earnestly directed. I welcome 
joyfully your assurance that “all is surely coming back.” 
God hasten the happy moment of complete restoration! 

Kate was delighted with your New Years memento. It 
was a most acceptable double autograph, altho one was 
but imitation— so absolutely like, though, that at first it 
deceived me. She bids me express her thanks to you, and 
to say that it almost makes amends for your omission or 
refusal to write in her album, which she, but a child then, 
& little more now, took very hard. 

We are keeping house now, and she is house keeper. We 
have a pleasant house and every thing as agreeable as we 
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can expect. How welcome a guest you would be! Why 
can you not come? 

Your praise of my message gratihes me much. I know 
it is sincere; and if I satisfy you I am sure no true man 
ought to be dissatisfied. 1 sent you one of the first copies 
distributed, & you doubtless received it very soon after you 
wrote. I would send one to Lord Napier, if I knew his 
address, & you would let it l)e done at your re([uest. The 
condensed resume of the industrial condition of Ohio ought 
to interest a statesman. 

As to our future, 3 "Ou reflect my thoughts when you 
express your regrets that some of our friends & papers 
should seem to play into the hands of Douglas. What we 
have seen, heard, & felt of him Avill make it impossible for 
us to trust him until after a very suflacient probation,— wldu^h 
he has not the slightest idea of undergoing. In fac't he 
neither expects nor wishes more from us than a suspension 
of hostilities until his rc-elc(*ti()n is made sure. I tr()u1)le 
myself little about A/zm. T am more troul)I(Hl l)y an obvious 
disposition among many to place our (*aus(‘/ on tin' lowest 
possible ground — to connect it with the least ])ossil)l(‘, adv^o- 
cacy of principle; and to seek success by means whic-h will 
make success worse than worthless. ‘^Non in haec fu'dcu’u 
veni’' — neomniam. I have had enough of it. 'Fhe party for 
which I labor must ])c a maul}", honorable, honest, free<lom 
loving party, which has princiiDles & dares ass('rt tlumi, and 
representatives of its principles & dares sustain them. In 
hoc signo vincomus; and in no other. 

Will 3 mu pardon mo for saying that I thought you & 
Hale & others of our friends gave in too readily to tin'- 
availability idea two years ago. When I left tin'. S(mate 
you expressed to mo your wish for my nomination. So did 
Hale oven more strongly a few months later. Wlnui I came 
to Washington after my election as (governor 1 found you 
both changed. I did not blame 3 '‘()u so far as I was (‘.on- 
cerned — far from it. I want to be put aside wln'u our cause 
can l)e promoted by it. But I wished, if not sustained 
myself, then some other man sustaiin^d who had fought 
batthis. You or I laic or Seward would hav(', suited nn'.. 
Others might also be named though not of the first throe.'” 
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But I never liked the idea of going- out of the party & tak- 
ing up candidates who laid never identified themselves with 
us at all, and asking them to condescend to lead us. It was 
too much like the seven women of prophecy taking hold of 
one man & begging to he covered with his skirt. Such 
a path is not the path of honor or of safety either. When 
it was resolved to take it, I did not hesitate of course. I 
do not separate myself from my friends because 1 think 
their course not the wisest. 1 i:)refer to contend among 
the foremost, & let it he seen that, if the victory be not 
won, it is no fault of mine or of those who act with me. 
But to repeat the experiment of the failure would be inex- 
cusable, nor do I fear it will be repeated. Hence while 
some are disposed to ciy Lo! here! or Lo! there!, I feel 
confident the common sense of the people will hear and 
harken to the truer Genius which points to the path of 
principle & says, This is the way, walk ye in it. 

Excuse iny long writing'. I feel as if I were talking to 
you. May God ])less you & soon restore you to the field 
w here you are so greatly needed. 

Faithfully yours 


To Charles Sn')n‘nei\ 

Columbus, July 16^ 1868, 

My dear Sumxer, Your brief parting note came to me 
like a note of music, sad but pleasant, wafted from the 
waters. How soriy I was that you were obliged to seek 
again in foreign lands the great boon of health; and yet 1 
wais glad to know that among those last remembered and 
I hope, last forgotten, w^as the friend whom you so early 
cheered in the great struggle for freedom, ])y your approval 
& regard. Very gratefully do I remember all your kindness 
in act and speech, and trust I shall ever show m 3 "self not 
unworthy altogether, by remaining true to the cause for 
services to which it was the valued reward. 

We learn from the newspapers that jmu have submitted 
yourself to a most trying operation, and that the physicians 
give good hope of most beneficial results. Most earnestly do 
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I hope, in common with many thousand friends of Human 
Liberty & Progress, that their best anticipations may be 
fully realized. I am anxious to hear 3^111* voice once more 
in the Senate, inirum spargens sonuin. I want to sec the 
Oligarchs and Servilcs once more cowering under your 
rebukes of despotism & servility. 

It is amazing to see to what depths of baseness some of 
the partizan presses in the interest of the Oligarchy will 
descend. Not content with half vindications of the assassi- 
nation attempted upon you, several ha\T. had the intinite 
meanness to represent 3^11 as pla3n*ng‘ a part all the while 
3’'oii have been suffering fi*om the effecLs of the assault. 
When will men learn decency ? 

Oh! if you shall 1)c only able to tak(^ your seat again next 
winter in youv full vigor! There is no one now who hates 
the army of slavery in its principle as you do. I should 
except Durkee. Even Hale rather regards its politicnl ini- 
quity as its chief abomination; though far from insensible 
to its moral evil. Add to Hale, Seward & perhaps Wilson, 
and I think all the rest arc animated rather by oi)position 
to the political en(*,roachmcnts of the Slave Power, than l)y 
an earnest desire to inaugurate the (l(div(U’enc(^ of millions 
from oppression. 

The rise of the Know Nothing Part3" liad a i)erni(Uous 
influence u])on the growth of a true Antislavtuy Spirit. 
You remember that one of its aims was to be tiational; and 
to be national it must ignore the slavcuy <[uestion, or in 
other words become indifferent as to th(‘. ])rogr(\ss of slav- 
eiy in the north while the south tolerahnl no indiflercuuHu 
Some yielded to this under the idea that the south, or rattier 
the slave oligarchy in the south, would adopt the })olicy of 
in different ism as well as the north. Others adopt<‘(l the 
poli(‘y because they really felt no opposition to tlu^. spread 
of slavery, & had boeomo accustomed to regal’d all (‘urnest 
Antislavery action as fanatical & incompatible with r(q)os(^. 
When the American Party became republicanizecl as in Ohio 
& some other states, a number of its members refused to 
vote republican ti(^kets be(‘<ause tlu^y believed the antisluv- 
ciy principle represented. Often tliesc men lufld the hal- 
ama'. of power in their partuailar states, districts or countic^s. 
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Under these ciivuinstan(*es politicians .soon hegiin to think 
of conciliating them, and this disposition ha> induced a num- 
her of repuhliean leadeis to urge an abatement or nioditica- 
tion of our Antislavery creed so as to make conciliation 
[illegilde]. In many cases this policy has disgusted the 
earnest Antislavery men so much that they cease to cooper- 
ate heartily & there is danger of such departures from our 
original faith that division will take place, seriously affect- 
ing our prospects for the future. In Ohio my maxim has 
been “conciliate, but no al)andonment of principle'"; and I 
am happy to say that we have succeeded very thoroughly. 
At our recent State Convention, held on the ever memorable 
13th, we reaffirmed all our articles of faith & at the same 
time made a ticket which will, I think, render it impossible 
for them to ralh" under their distinctive American flag at all. 
In other States I regret to see a less vigorous maintenance 
of principle or organization, especially in Pennsylvania & 
New York. In these States there seems to be a disposition 
to fuse upon simple opposition to the Administration, often 
without any & generally with little regard to Antislavery 
principles. In Massachusetts I fear something of the same 
tendency exists. I am willing to go as far as any man to 
conciliate, and would readih" concede much for that object, 
in hope of producing a union of action wffiich will overturn 
the Slave Power. But it is impossible for us who have so 
long contended for the denationalization of slavery & the 
exercise of the legitimate influence of the Government on 
the side of Freedom, to abandon [?] our great object for the 
sake of personal advantage, to sundry [?] individuals, or for 
the sake of simply putting down the present Administration. 

I go to Massachusetts next week, if possible. I propose 
attending Commencement at Dartmouth, where my class is 
to meet. How I wish I could meet & confer wdth you. 
But I must [illeg. pursue?] you across the ocean instead; and 
I trust you will find time to let me hear from you as well as 
ability & inclination [sic]. Meantime be assured of my 
warm & continual affection. 

Faithfully 
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To Chorli’is S'uovici'. 

I send .some papers by this mail. 

Columbus, June 1859. 

I mark la.st Saturday -with a white stone, for it brougdit 
me, dear Sumner, the mo.st Avolcomo intolligonco of your 
almost assured recovery. God grant that the happy augu- 
ries of the present may bo fulfilled and that completely. 
What a terrible exxiericnce ha.s been your,s! How fiery the 
ordeal you have been summoned to pa,s,s! Lot us bo thank- 
ful that memory cannot renew the .sufloring, and that the 
retrospect, while it mako,s one shudder, also bring, s a sort 
of sense of present triumph. How strang’O it seems that 
the assassin was so soon & so fearfully summoned to his ac- 
count; and that he in whose behalf, or rather in whose pre- 
tended behalf, the outrage was peipetratod, was compelhd 
.so speedily to follow, while God in hi.s wi,sdom, after allow- 
ing you to suffer .so fearfully, seom.s about to resforc*. you to 
the theatre of 3''our uscfulue.ss & fann^. Do not think how- 
ever that I imag’ine jmur sen, so of triumph ha.s in it any 
touch of exultation over the melancholy fat(\s of your as.sail- 
ant and his uncle. I am sure it has not. J am sure that 
had it boon in your power to rev'erse th(^ decn'.es ol IIeaven''s 
Chancery against them your magnanimity would have 
prompted the reversal. Your triumph is higher & purer: 
it is over suffering, over wrong, over inisreiirc^sentatiou — 
and it is for the cause as well as for yoursidf. 

Wc have, here in Ohio, engaged in a mw battle'-. Our 
state election takes place next October, and the tickets of 
both parties are nominated and the, platforms of both have 
been promulgated. Our Republican Platform tak(ss ilistinct 
ground for the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Act & against 
the extention of the five yeai's term of naturalization. '’Ilxe 
occasiou of the first was supplied by the reeont trials at 
Cleveland — prosecutions against some of our bc'st citizens 
for tlio alleged rescue of a Fugitive Slave, and the refusal 
of our own Supreme Court to .set them free on Habeas Cor- 
pus, on the ground that the act is unwarranb'd by the Con- 
.stitution— the occasion of the second was furni,shed by the 
two years amendment in Massachusetts which rai,sod sm'.li a 
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clamor amono' the naturalized citizens, and gave ri.se to such 
a torrent of accusations against the Repuhlican Party that 
our Convention found itself oblig’ed to speak out plainly & 
decidedly. I am glad of it, though great otfence is given for 
the present to some whom 1 would gladly conciliate at any 
expense short of the sacrifice of our principles. 

Of course I am not a candidate for reelection as Governor. 
It is generally supposed that if we carry the State Legisla- 
ture — a result not quite certain — that I shall be reelected to 
the Senate: and there is a very general disposition in Ohio 
and several other States to press my nomination for the 
Presidency as a Western man & on the whole the most 
available candidate. Our friend Seward will also be urged 
strongly from New York, and I presume that my friends, 
if they find that my nomination cannot be carried, will gen- 
erally go for him as a second choice. His friends will prob- 
ably make me, also, t/ieo^ second choice if he cannot be nomi- 
nated. Of course I cannot claim to be indifferent when a 
position which will afford so grand an opportunity for reno- 
vation of admn [administration?] at home &> of policj^ 
abroad, is thus brought within the possibility of attain- 
ment, but I ro/i certain that I would not imperil the triumph 
of our cause for the sake of securing the opportunity to 
myself rather than to another. 

I presume you will see our friend Bailey. The prayers 
of thousands follow him abroad. I earnestly pray that he 
may find the great blessings of health & strength which he 
seeks. We are now — he & I — both turned of fifty & no 
longer 3"oung. My general health ^^'et remains apparently 
unbroken but I feel & observe symptoms which admonish 
me that mv hold on life is not so strong as it was. Kate 
thinks she must send a few lines. 

Good ])5^e — Ma}^ God Iffess you. 

Affectionately, 


To lion, T, It, Stanley Me Arthur^ Ohio, 

Columbus, Oct ^95, [ 1859 ,'] 

My Dear Sir: We were delighted to hear of your election 
to the Senate, and I was particularly gratified by your 

a From letter-book 7, pp. 55-56. 



282 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

letter confirming the good news, and assuring me or j^our 
personal good will. Believe me that I value the esteem of 
such men as j’ourself far more highly than any office; and 
only regret, when I compare my knowledge of myself with 
that esteem, that I cannot feel it is better deserved. 

Surely there should be no disagreement between Repub- 
licans as to the Tariff. Whatever may be an}' man’s theo- 
retical views of Free Trade, we are all agreed that there is 
no prospect of the adoption of the policy of unrestricted 
commercial intercourse by civilized nations during the life- 
time of any of us; and no one, I believe, professes the 
adoption of that policy by the United States Arithdut con- 
currence of other nations. Certainly I do not. I am a 
practical man, and wish to take practical views of this Tariff 
question as every other, avoiding ultraism in every direc- 
tion. I know that we have always had a Tariff'. I know 
that we have never had a horizontal Tariff, unless the Com- 
promise Act of 1833 may be called such. I know that for 
a long time to come, and perhaps as long as our ITivion shall 
endure, we shall have a Tariff'. Now, these things l)eing 
so, I am clearly of opinion that 'raritf laws, like all other 
laws, should be so framed as to do as much good and as 
little harm as possible; and 1 am, therefore, in favor of 
such discriminations as will best secure and promote the 
interests of labor-— of our own labor—and the general well- 
being of our own people. No man, in my judgment, de- 
serves the name of an American Bhitcsraan who would not 
so shape American Legislation and Administration as to pro- 
tect American Industry and guard impartially all American 
Rights and Interests. 

P. S. This letter is not jor piUication., for l am not am- 
bitious of the reputation of a letter-writer. But it contaijis 
nothing which I do not my to everybody who talks to me 
about the subject to which it relates. 
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To Thoinfis JTefo Yol'h City, 

(Confidential & Private.) 

Columbus. Dee IS , [ ISSD .^^ 

Dear Spooxer: From what 3 "ou say in yours of the 
I infer you had not received mine previously written to 
you. It was directed to Cincinnati, and perhaps it has 
since reached you. 

I do not desire to be quoted as expressing any opinions 
as to time or place of holding the Convention, or as to the 
mode of its organization either in respect to membershi]:^ 
or number of delegates — or mode of electing them. The 
reasons for mv not desiring even to seem to influence mem- 
hers of the Convention are obvious. 

You, as our Ohio member, have a right to nn^ views, and 
I will give them to you briefly: 

The Convention should be held between the Alle- 
ghenys and the Mississippi. It would be hest^ I think, to 
hold it at Pittsburg, Wheeling, Cincinnati or Covington, 
but ne^et best, to hold it at Columbus, Indianapolis, Spring- 
field or St Louis. Among these next best places, mj 
judgment would incline to Indianapolis. 

2"^. The Convention should be held soo?i after the Demo- 
cratic. This, I think, would be best. No considerable 
harm would probably result, however, if not held till the 
17^^ June, as in 1S56. 

3. The Convention should be composed of all who are 
opposed to the extention of Slavery beyond the limits of 
Slave States, and in favor of reform in National Adminis- 
tration. The call should be addressed to Republicans and 
all others, without distinction of party, willing to unite for 
■i}hese objects. A resolution should be adopted expressing 
the opinion of the Committee that the members of the Peo- 
ple’s party of New Jersey and Penn'’a, and all citizens of 
other States holding similar political principles, are regarded 
as described in the call and invited to participate in the 
Convention, but the Call should not be addressed to those 
parties as such. 

4. The Committees should apportion the delegates among 


a From letter book 7, pp. 61-ti? 
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the States by rGcouuiieiiding’ the election of, say, four Sena- 
torial delegates from each State, and one Representative 
fi-om each Congressional District, and additional represent- 
atives from each Congressional District for each six or seven 
thousand votes cast for Republican candidates, and another 
for a majority fraction of that numl)or. Votes for opposi- 
tion or people’s Candidates in New Jersey or Pennsylvania, 
and for Anti-Lecompton Democrats supported by the Repub- 
licans, should bo counted the same as Republican votes. 

5. The Committee should recommend, and strongly rec- 
ommend, the election of Senatorial delegates by State Con- 
ventions, and of Representative Delegates by District 
Conventions. 

I have no time to ai'gue these views. I am, however, 
strong in the faith that their adoption would secure fairness 
and equal repre.sentation in the nomination -harmony and 
vigor in the support of the nominees— In what is now a 
duty— success not merely for our organization but for our 
principles— success, therefore, lasting and honorable. 

Ashley, I understand, will represent Kentucky under 
Clay's proxy. You ('an show this letter to him and if you 
think proper to Mr. Willey or Mr. llowai'dof Connecticut. 
Let me hope that you and Ashley will act together. It is 
desirable, many ways. 


To Charh'H 

CbnuMruTS, JuTy SO, 1060 . 

Dear Sumner, There are a few Re))ublicans in the L('gis- 
lature who think decided op])()sitiou • ('spe-cially of a ])ra('tical 
character — to slavery & its domination somewhat lu'retictal,^ 
if not fanatical, and th(\y do not like the id(>a that such a 
man as I am should be made Senator. Tlu'y are few; but 
it has been feared that, if excited to factious ac.tion by dis- 
i-egarding altogcither their wishes, tlu^y might be abl('., with 
the aid of the democrats, to defeat an ('.hiction. I doubt 
whether they would do so in any event; but it was probably 
wisdom to give them no pn^text. At least the majority 
thought it best to give them time; and accordingly the nomi- 
nation was postponed to Fob. 1, when it will doubth'ss be 
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nm«le, & the election will follow very j^oon— perhaps the 
next day. There are no indications of serious opposition. 

It aTatities me exceedinelv that the true & earnest friends 
of our cause — among* whom 1 count you chief — seem to 
desire so much my return to my old post. 1 confess how- 
ever that I have myself little or no desire to return to it. 
I weary of political life & strife. Xothing but the clearly 
indicated will of the Republicans & especially of the most 
earnest & faithful among them would induce me to think of 
entering* it again. Even that higher post to which you 
alluded would attract me less by its distinctions than it 
would repel by the apprehensions, which its responsibilities 
must awaken, of failure in effecting that elevation in tone, 
object, & action at home and abroad, which alone makes 
change of administration desirable. It would be a great 
thing indeed to reform administration at home; to infuse it 
with the spirit of liberty, justice, & equity; to enable our 
diplomacy to ffll its posts with men whose hearts are sound 
as their heads; & ])y these means add dignitj" to national 
character & permanence to national institutions. But who, 
knowing himself & knowing the time, will dare to promise 
himself that he can do this ? 

Cordially & faithfully, 

My little Nettie has learned to admire you as much as her 
sister Kate. Your picture hang*s in mj" dining room & in 
my libraiy, and they think of you as a near friend. 


To Oh a /'It'S Soiti/}iO\ 

Columbus, Feb, 1860 , 

Deae Sumner, Your congratulations, if not among the 
first, were by no means the least welcome; for I know the 
sincere & noble heart from which they came. 

But I feel no pleasure in the thought of returning to the 
Senate. If circumstances warrant me in so doing I shall 
prefer to resign without taking my seat. These are days of 
too much concession to suit me. 

We all remember you with love and admiration. Your 
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picture hangs alone in my library over a framed autograph 
of Charles Carroll. It hangs with others, all of earnest 
men, in mv dining room. I put them all up when I iirst 
opened my house, as a defiance to the proslavery men who 
would resist or debase republicanism— as .s3"mboIs of my 
faith and lu}^ purposes. 

Why should Sewai’d retire from the Senate? Is he cer- 
tain of the nomination at Chicago? I do not so read the 
signs exactly; but I shall not be disappointed, if such shall 
lie the event. 1 look upon him as a groat man, faithful to 
the cause of freedom & humanity, & worthy of any honor 
which can bo conferred upon him. Wo don’t agree in some 
views, but 1 should bo ashamed of myself, if 1 could be 
moved to undervalue or decry him. On the contrary I 
heartily honor, & cheerfully praise &, if the Republicans 
choose him as their standard bearer, shall zealously sup- 
port him. 

Cordially your friend, 


To Jomph 11. Ek!/."' 

ConuMHUS, Maj/ 10., \1860.'] 

My dfak' Sik, Your letter of the 22'‘ reached me some 
days ago and I thank you for it. T have never doubted 
your friendship. You have given proofs of it when it was 
important & timely. 

But you will pardon me, 1 hope, if 1 am eutiredy candid. 
It does seem to mo that there are influences abotit the 
Gazette Office which are, vntlunii any reason., unfidendly. 
Before your return from Chicago a paragraph was copied 
from the Times of a very mean charac.ter — the object of 
which seemed to bo to depreciate & vilify Elliott & Mullett 
and through them to disparage me. Now whatevei- may bo 
said of the discretion of some of the acts and words of these 
gentlemen, they are undoubtedly active, earnest and hard- 
working Republicans and as such deserve recognition and 
I'espect. ''I’hat they are friends of mine is, T hope, no crime. 
1 am sure it is not in your estimation. 1 shall bo soiTy to 


lottor-booJt 7, pp. (JO-68. 
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think it i'? in the estiiiiation of any (>t thos«‘ cunnoefecl with 
the Gazette. They (//t friend^ and I am o-rateful for their 
friendship. It wa-; given early — from no per.sonal motive.'^. 
— and has been long continued. It is earnest, sincere and 
faitliful. It does not make me responsible for all they do 
or say. or re(tuire uyv approval of all or any of their say- 
ings or doings. But it does require me to reciprocate their 
good will: to give them credit for honorable motives; and 
to desin^ that they have like credit with others. Hence I 
was so sorry to see that article in the Gazette. I saw no 
good to come from it — but harm rather. 

And to-day I tind in the Gazette an extract from some 
corresi^ondent w^hich says that Guthrie is pla\dng the 
pai’t of Chase at Chicago, w^ho really had no chance but 
would not allow his state to vote for any but himself.'’ Is 
it right to give such a reference to me a conspicuous place 
in the Editorial columns of the Gazette? . It //la?/ he that I 
no chance at Chicago; but I suppose that nobody 
doubts tliiit had the Ohio delegation manifested the same 
disregard of personal preferences, which w^as exhibited by 
the Xew' York, Illinois and Missouri delegations, and given 
to me, as the nominee of Ohio, the same earnest and genuine 
suppoid which was given to Mr. Seward, Mr. Lincoln and 
Mr. Bates bv those delegations respectively, that my vote 
on the first l)allot would have largely exceeded Mr. Lin- 
coln's; and there are those who felt themselves constrained 
to vote for other candidates in consequence of the division 
of the Ohio delegation, who do not hesitate to give it as 
their judgment that had our delegation acted towards me 
in the same generous si)irit which w^as manifested by the 
other delegations towards the candidates presented by their 
states, the nomination would have been given to Ohio. Be 
this as it may — and I am not at all sorry that the nomina- 
tion fell to another since that other is so worthy — the 
fling of the correspondent is as ungenerous as it is injurious. 
No man know’^s better than you that I never sought to pre- 
vent the delegation from voting for an3mne but myself. All 
I desired was unity and good faith. True I wanted no 
merely complimentary vote. When the Republicans of 
Ohio nominated me they contemplated no such child’s play, 
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hiding yoinethiiig; not mucli like child s play, for such i:)\ixy 
under sindi circumstances cannot bo innocent. You saw, I 
presume, my letter to Mr. Eggleston. It expressed my real 
sentiments. The ConA'ention had named me in good faith. 
There was no such reason to suppose that I could not bo 
elected if nominated, as w^ould make an earnest ctfort to 
giv’'e effect to the preference, of the Ohio Convention, unpa- 
triotic. Justice to me, I am not afraid to say t/uft boldly 
— justice to me, no less than good faith to the Repuld leans 
of Ohio, demanded such — an effort. It is useless to discuss 
the causes why it was not made. Far however from desir- 
ing to control the delegation or any member of it in adher- 
ing to me, I should never have allowed my name to ])c 
presented at all had I anticipated the division which actually 
took place; so that in tliis as well as the other respect the 
allegation of the correspondent is as unjust as it is ungener- 
ous. I repeat the expression of my regret that such things 
get into the Gazette. 

I am ready to join with you in ‘'endeavoring* to remove 
all the old roots of bitterness growing out of divcivsc ante- 
cedents.'' Such, in my administration of the State Govern- 
ment, was my constant endeavor. The result is scon in the 
present union and strength of the Repiil)liean Party in Ohio. 
Last winter and at Chicago however more of those “ roots" 
were served up for my entertainment than suited cither my 
palate or my digestion. I trust that as little similar enter- 
tainment may be offered hereafter as possil)lc. 


To GhmioH 

COLUMBXJS, Jimo 11, 1<SW. 

My dear Sumner, Your great speech came to me, under 
your frank, this morning, I had road it all— in the Bul- 
letin” of Phila. in the ‘'^Times” of N. Y. ami in Uk'. 
' ‘ Globe before I received the pamphhd c^opy. It is grati- 
fying to know that the N. Y. Herald also prints it, and that, 
through various channels of publication, it will reach ev(uy 
corner of the land, “cogens omnos ante thronum." 

“C’est prequ’ [sic] un discours antique,” said a French 
gentleman to me last Saturday. I say. Cost bion plus. 

Faithfully yours, 
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To ^T, I), Jjohhcnu TI-^//v_v . sA_y‘ _]A^ v,s‘. 

CoEEHBrs. An(j 2fT {ISGfJ] 

Dear Sir. Yours of the reached me yesterday on my 
return from Michigan; & I hasten to thank you for the 
expressions of regard Sc confidence which it contains. 

It would be a rain attempt were I to try to correct all or 
a very small part of the misrepresentations or misconcep- 
tions of my views which find their way into the Press: & I 
do not think it worth while to make the efiort in respect to 
these to which ^’’ou call mj attention. 

Fortunately I have no new opinions to express on any 
question connected with Nationalized Slavery. In my 
speech on Mr. Clay's compromise Resolutions in 1850. I 
distinctly stated my views in respect to legislative prohibi- 
tion of Slavery in Territories. You will find this speech in 
the Congressional Globe Apj)endix, ISID-oO, and this par- 
ticular question discussed on page ITS. I reaffirmed the 
same views in the Nebraska-Kansas Debate; & I have seen 
no occasion to change them. They are now substantial!}^ 
embodied in the Republican National Platform. 

In x’espect to the organization of Territorial Governments 
I think Mr. Jeffersonls plan of 1781 the better plan. It con- 
temixlated the prohibition of Slavery, as did the plan subse- 
quently adopted, but it left more both in Organization & 
Administration to the people. The great objections to the 
‘^Territorial bills'’ of last winter, to which you refer, were 
in my judgment that they did not contain so distinct and 
explicit prohibition of Slavery, & that they did provide for 
the appointment of Territorial Officers b}" the Administra- 
tion; which was equivalent to giving them pro-slavery Gov- 
ernors, Judges cfec. To these bills I certainly preferred Mr. 
Thayer's Land District Bills: & I should have ixref erred 
bills framed on the plan of Jefferson, but with larger free- 
dom of Legislation, to either. 

I regret very much to hear of the feeling which exists in 
the Worcester District in regard to Mr. Thayer. I have 
but a slight personal acquaintance with him, but that 

a From letter-book 7, pp. 68-70. John Denison Baldwin 1<S09-1SS3; Journalist at this 
time, owner and editor of the Worcester Spy; member of Oongreas 1863-1869. 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 19 



290 


AMEKICAK HISTORIOAIi ASSOOIATIOIN’. 


acquaintance impressed me with a belief that ho is sincere, 
earnest, & able. He has certainly rendered great service 
to the cause of Freedom. His plan of Organized Emigration 
contributed largely to save Kansas from Slavery. And if 
he now pushes his ideas too far in the direction of alsolioteJy 
iinUmitecl control by the settlers of a territory over every 
matter within their own limits whether national in its reach 
& consequences or not, it should be remembered that noth- 
ing is more certain than that the ripening convictions of the 
peo^de favor — not the substitution of Presidential Interven- 
tion for Slavery, in place of Congressional Intervention 
against Slavery, which is the sole achievement of the Poug- 
las Nebraska Scheme — but the admission of a far larger 
measure of true Popular Sovereignty, — full}?^ harmonized 
with the fundamental principles of Human Rights, in the 
organization of Territorial Governments. 

I write this for your own satisfaction, & l)ccause your 
kind letter calls fora frank response; I do not write for 
publication: because no opinions of individuals at this time 
are important enough to bo thrust before the public. Wo 
are engaged in a groat struggle upon a great issue fairly 
joined through our National Convention. God forbid that 
an}^ personal strifes should endanger the Cause I Let us 
gain the victory; & I am sure that there vdll 1)C then no 
difficulty in so harmonizing views, by honest (mdcMivors to 
satisfy each others reasonable demands, as to secure that 
after success without which the preliminary success at the 
November Polls will ))e of little value. 


To Oeonje G- Fo(j(j^ 

Columbus JTov. 10^ [ 1HG0 1 

My beak friend, There is no one whom I would more 
willingly “entrust with my views and feelings’’ on any 
subject than yourself. No man, in my belief, better de- 
serves the confidence of the true friends of the cause which 

«rrom letter-book 7, pp. 71-72. George Gilmnn Fogg, 181.V-18HI ; editor iMaiiehcHtcT 
(N. H.) Independent Democrat, 1854-1861, member of Jlcpnblican national committ(‘e, 
1856-^1864; United States minister to Switzerland, 1801-1865; United Staton Senator, 
1866-1867. 



LETTERS OF SALMoX P. CHASE. 291 

has just triumphed so glorioiLNly through the elGction of 
Mr. Lincoln. 

Your "‘apprehensions" that I ‘"do not desire the place" 
you speak of, are 'vrell founded. I ai^preciate beyond my 
capacity of expression, the sentiments of regard and conti- 
dence whi(‘h Mr. Lincoln has expressed towards me. To 
manifest, in some measure, that appreciation ])y an honest, 
faithful and uiisellish support of his administration is among 
my most cherished wishes. One wish only more occupies 
my heart — that his administration by its fidelity to the prin- 
ciples of the great and noble party which has elected him 
ma}" ensure the permanence and permanent asceiidancj" of 
the organization and thereby the welfare and happiness of 
the country. 

It would be most agreeable to me to render what help I 
ma}" to the attainment of these ends in a station absolutely 
2)rivate. My duty to my brother Repul^licans of Ohio, 
howeTer, requires me to take the part they have assigned 
me, and, as one of the Senators from this State to labor for 
the advancement of the cause they love. I have no polit- 
ical objects or aspirations beyond the simple performance 
of that duty. 

Besides this, I know I have not the sort of ability neces- 
saiy to fill the position you. refer to, as it ought to be filled. 
The best I could do would be a mere approximation to what 
I think ought to be done. 

My wish, therefore, is to make no change of position; 
but to give to Mr. Lincoln, in the place my State has 
directed me to take, whatever aid a true personal friend 
and faithful supporter of the common cause can give, in 
carrying on the government. 

Such are my views and feelings candidlj" expressed. I 
can not, therefore say that I will take an administrative 
“post if ofiered under circumstances entirety agreeable.” 
Such an offer would, however, doubtless, impose on me the 
duty of carefully considering, with the advice of judicious 
friends the question of duty, and I should not, I hope per- 
mit any considerations purely personal to prevent me from 
taking that course which public obligations might seem to 
require. 
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Tt> Charles A, Dana^ Y(jrl\ 

Private. Columbus, Xm\ 10, [1<'^00] 

I do not know what to say in reply to your wish that I 
may go into Mh Lincoln's cabinet, except to thank you for 
the implied appreciation by which I am ashamed to confess 
myself not the less gratihed, however conscious that it is 
beyond my deserts. 

Certainly I do not seek any such place. I grcatlj^- prefer 
my position as Senator, &> would indeed prefer to that a pri- 
vate Station could 1 now honorably retire. 

For, of the great objects which first constrained mo into 
political life, one, the overthrow of the Slave Power, is now 
happOy accomplished and the other, the denationalization 
of Slavery and the consequent inauguration of an era of con- 
stitutional enfranchisement, seems sure to follow, — so that 
1 do not feel any longer that I have a & thoro- 

foi‘e allow myself to grow somewhat weary of the harness. 
But for the present I cannot get unjmked; and must work 
on a while longer. 

And I greatly prefer to work in a Legislative rather than 
in an administrative position. It is more pleasant on many 
accounts. Still I do not say that I refuse the post you 
refer to. Indeed it w^ be rather supertlous to decline 
what has not been offered. Neither do 1 say that J would 
accept it: — but only this: — that if the otter were made, with- 
out any urgency on the part of my friends and tmder cir- 
cumstances otherwise agreeable to mo, I should feel l)ound 
to consider it honestly & carefully, with the help of the best 
advisers I could consult, & should be governed in my deci- 
sion, not so much by my pei’sonal inclinations as })y my 
obligations to the cause and its true &. faithful friemd. 

1 thank you for giving my Covington Spc(^.ch a place in 
the Tribune. It has attracted a good deal of attention & 
will, I hope, do some good. 

Give my best regards to Mh Greeley,— -who will, T trust, 
pow find appreciation in some measure proportioned to his 
pub. services — and to your other colaborers. How 
work shames oim: 


a From letter-book 7, pp. 72-73. Charles Anderson Dana, 1819-1897; editor; -manag* 
ing editor of the Tribune, 1849-1862; Assistant Secretary of War, 1868-1805; editor Now 
York Sun, 1868-1897. 
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To H„„. JLnrii ir U (Xxh / iK/fojf , 

Columbus. TJtc. 13^ \303\ 

Deak AT 1 LSOX 5 You will not I trust think me obtrusive 
if I give you briefly my thoughts concerning' the duties of 
the hour. 

Departure from the original policy of the gov^. conc^ fiPy 
is the cause of our frequent dangers; return to that policy 
is the true remedy. 

But this remedy cannot be applied by Eepublicans until 
they come into power. Its principal elements then will be, 
I think, maintenance of the union & enforcement of the laws 
against all opposition, by temperate but inflexible action; 
adhesion to the great princqfle of separating the Fedl Govh 
fr SPy. ; & manifestation of goodwill, real, unaffected good- 
will — toward the slave States, & their people, bj^ every con- 
cession consistent with adhesion to principle. 

Under this last head of concession may be included such 
legislation as will provide compensation for escaping fugi- 
tives, if pursued, arrested, & proved to be such bj" the 
claimant, and means of settling them in Hayti or else- 
where, — or an amendment of the Constitution giving to the 
Slave States representation for their entire population in 
consideration of the al)rogation of the Fugitive Surrender 
Clause. 

But I expect the Republicans can do nothing in this way 
until they become responsible, under the recent decision of 
the people, for the Administration of the Govl; and all 
attempts, on their part, to do anj^thing, under existing cir- 
cumstances will, 1 fear, prove unfortunate. 

If my humlffe counsel might prevail I would say, Let 
Republicans simpl}” insist that the actual Adm'\ do its duty 
in maintaining the just authority of the Fed^ Govb & in 
enforcing the laws of the Union; let them hold the Presl & 
the Party wh. elected him to their entire responsibility; let 
them proclaim their own puipose, when in power, to admin- 
ister the Govb faiHy^ honestly^ S eirmly, in a spirit of true 
goodwill & perfect equity towards every section, every state, 

a From letter book 7, pp. 77-78. Henry Wilson 1812-1875, United States Senator irom 
Mass. 1855-1873, Vice-President of the United States 1873-1875. 
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& every citizen without entering into any detail in regard 
to propositions to be made or measures to be adopted; and 
finally let them give an earnest of their readiness & ability 
to do their duty bi’' urging as prompt!}^ as possible the con- 
sideration of the practical measures, notv demanding the 
action of Congress. 

Among these measures the most important seem to me to 
be these: 

1. The admission of Kansas. Why cannot the Senate 
take up & pass the bill for her admission without delay — at 
least before Christmas? That do much to inspire con- 
fidence in its ability to meet the crisis. 

2. The passage of the Tariff Bill. Whatever may be the 
defects of Mb MoiTilPs bill — I have not studied it & do not 
know that it has any — it is clear that some measure must be 
adopted to revive the sinking credit of the nation; and this 
bill will certainly contribute to that result. A Treasury 
note bill without a Tariff bill is a dangerous experiment. 
The two together may answer a good purpose. 

3. Provision for an Early election of Congressmen in 
States where no elections have yet been held; & for their 
election on the same day hereafter. 

Wh}" not provide for their election this year in March, 
on the da}^ of the New Hampshire election, and in future 
years on the Tuesday following the 1st Mon. of Nov. which 
is now the day of the Pres\ election? The Pros^ & Con- 
gress all to be elected on the same day. 

4. The homestead bill. It has already passed the House. 
Why not take it up & push it through the Senate? 

5. Whatever laws may be necessary to enable the Presb 
to overcome forcible resistance to the execution of Existing 
laws. When I say forcible I do not mean peaceful resist- 
ance through judicial action. It must be an extremely ex- 
treme case wh. will warrant fed. interference, by force, with 
the action of State tribunals, through Habeas Corpus or 
other process. But whatever legislation may be neces- 
sary— and the message indicates the want of some — Should 
be provided & provided at once. 

There may be other measures wh. need prompt action 
but these jfive are most prominent in my mind. 
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If the liepub\ in Cong, will addreb> them.solves rigor- 
ously to thi.s course of action and then let the i*ountry see 
that they have the dispoC cC abiC. to inecX the need & 
perform t/o ch/tf/ of tho ho)a\ they will in.spire gen^. conti- 
dence prepare the success of the incoming adui"^. 

Weak concession will accomplish nothing, intemperate 
denunciation will accomplish nothing: manful discharge of 
present duttA with little talk and no delay, will accomplish 
much — I hope everything. 


To ITon^T, Steren><J^ 

CoLu:viBX's, O. Jany, D. \G1.'\ 

Mr DEAR Sir. Your note came wdien I was in Springheld 
at Mr. Lincoln's request. I arrived after your Pennsylva- 
nians had all gone. Mr. Lincoln conversed frankly & 
fully. Ilt^ IS a 'mcij) to he depended on. He may, as all 
men may, make mistakes; but the cause will be want of 
sufficient information, not unsoundness of judgment or of 
devotion to principle. It is the business of Republicans 
occupying responsilde positions or possessing in private 
stations, the confidence of their fellow citizens, to give him 
that information which is indispensible to right conclusions. 

I am glad to find your course in opposing concessions of 
principle approved throughout the North west. Why can'’t 
Republicans await the coming in of their own administra- 
tion, and then act generously as well as justly. 

I shall always be glad to hear from you & you may be 
sure 3 m ur coiilidence will be* respected. 


To lion. 21 Sutliff Ctncinnat}^ Ohio. 

Prhate. Treasury Department, 

2Iay 1861. 

My Dear Judge: I thank you for your letter. The 
response of the States to the appeal of the Government is, 

a From letter book 7, pp. 79-80. Thaddeus Stevens, 1792-1868. Member of Congress 
1849-1858; 1859-1868. 

h Lent by Mr. Homer E. Stewart, Warren, Ohio. 
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indeed, most gratifying. Maiyland, I’ou will see, is raiiidh" 
returning to her loyalty. Kentucky and Missouri, I hope, 
will not he far behind her. You may be veiw sure there 
will be no negotiation with the Disunionists, though the 
return of the States which have been precipitated into, dis- 
union to their loyalty will be hailed, of course, with pleas- 
ure. The most energetic measures our means allow will be 
taken, and I think all impartial men will in the end be .satis- 
fied with the course of the Administration. 

I thank you personally for your kind expressions towards 
me, and I hope you will never have occasion to withdraw 
your confidence. 

My despatches to the Western Collectors, I see, have 
produced their intended effect, though they were not exactly 
what they ought to have been, in as much as no clearances 
are required on Western waters. Instructions will be for- 
warded immediately to all Collectors to prevent, by all 
proper means, shipments of arms, munition.s, provisions and 
other commodities to States now in hostility to the Union. 



PART IV. LETTERS FROM GEORGE S. DENISON TO SALMON P. 
CHASE, MAY 15, 1862, TO MARCH 21, 1865. 


IXTRODUCTOEY XOTE. 

General Butler entered New Orleans and established there 
the headquarters of the Department of the Gulf on May 1, 

1862. Fi'omtime to time various military expeditions were 
sent to points in the neighborhood; the most important, 
however, were those sent to Texas and the Red River, to 
Baton Rouge and Port Hudson. General Butler also from 
the first undertook the administration of civil affairs in New 
Orleans and the district immediate!}^ surrounding, appoint- 
ing Brig. Gen. George F. Sheplej- to be militaiy governor 
of the city. On May 12, President Lincoln raised the block- 
ade and opened the port of New Orleans to trade. It was in 
consequence of this proclamation that those duties arose 
which Mr. Denison was appointed to perform. By the mid- 
dle of August, General Shepley had been appointed military 
governor of the State of Louisiana and had begun the exer- 
cise of his functions, after personal conference with the Admin- 
istration at Washington. B}" that time also those who wanted 
to know had al residy found out that Px'esident Lincoln was anx- 
ious to have the State 'Hake her p)lace in the Union as it was, 
barring the already broken eggs.” (Letter to August Bel- 
mont, Julj” 31, 1862; Abraham Lincoln, Complete Works, 
Vol. II, p. 217.) Between the preliminary jDroclamation of 
September 22 and the election held by order of the military 
governor for the choice of two Congressmen on December 
3, thex'e is something more than a mere chronological con- 
nection, and the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 

1863, exempted paxds of Louisiana, including New Orleans, 
from its operation. Some of the civil and military officers 
and some of the native Louisianians were exerting their 
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intiueiice in favor of a free State, if not of general suffrage 
regardless of race. But there Avere others trying and plan- 
ning to restore the State without jeopardizing slaveiy. 
Such conflict of purposes among the nominalh" loyal, under 
the circumstances, retarded reconstruction. A-t leng’th, eai ly 
in 1S64, Creneral Banks declared the constitution of 1852, 
ex(‘ept the slaveiy clause, to 1)6 in force and called an elec- 
tion for the choice of State oflScers. The officers were duly 
elected and installed, but Governor Plahn also received a 
supplementary commission from the President as military 
governor of the State, succeeding General Shepley. A con- 
stitutional convention was held and a free-State constitu- 
tion was adopted in due time (September 5, 1864). But the 
movement failed to command the respect of the community. 
It bore the marks of outside influence, and it had been 
brought to pass by the agency of men among whom were 
many whose conduct had not been dignified and reassuring. 
But presently local antagonism turned into locail supi)ort. 
The offices were filled by menacceptal)lc to local pul)lic sen- 
timent, but not to the sentiment that prevailed at Washing- 
ton. The reconst ructioii acts of Congress put- an end to 
this State government in March, 1867. 


Washington, /o/Zg 

Sir: In compliance with ^mur recpiest, I giv('-you a sketch 
of my life during the last eight years. 

I graduated at the University of Vermont in 1854. My 
Father died in the year 1848, leaving property only suffi- 
cient for the support and education of the younger childrcni 
of the family, for which reason I thought best to borrow 
money for the expenses of my own education. 

I went to Texas in Novem])er 1854, and taught a school 
in the city of San Antonio for nearly three years with su(i- 
cess, thereby paying the indebtedness just referred to. 

In 1857 1 married Mi’s. Cordelia M. Forsyth, a lady horn 
in the North, but whose residence at time was luair Pensa- 
cola, Florida. Her property was large, including about 
seventy negroes. We settled in San Antonio where I 
bought property and commenced studying Law. A little 
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le.ss than one year after our marriage my wife died leaving 
me a son but a few da^^s old. Not desiring tliat my child 
should he reared in the South, I brought him Xortli when 
somewhat more than a year old, and placed him in the care 
of my relatives in Vermont, where he now is. 

My time not occupied in the study of my profession, was 
full}" taken up in the management of my wife's estate, until 
July 18r)<k when I went to Mexico, and traveled over a large 
portion of that country on horseback, going almost to the 
City of Mexico. I brought back two hundred horses intend- 
ing to establish a stock ranch. On my return in December 
the country was already in confusion, and fearing the great 
troubles which have since occurred, I sold my stock, and 
since that time have been occupied in arranging matters so 
that I could honorably leave the country. My great o])]’ect 
was to protect my child's interest in his mother's estate — an 
object which is secured, if rebels observe even their own 
laws. 

I was in Pensacola when the property there of the United 
States was captured by the rebels, and, returning to San 
Antonio two months afterwards, was in considerable danger 
on account of writing articles for a Union newspaper which 
was destroyed, soon afterwards by a mol), the Editor escap- 
ing to IMexico. Since then, I have been offered frequently, 
a commission in the rebel army, if I would join them. 

On the ISth. of last February, I left San Antonio in com- 
pany with Col. Bomford and two other officers of the United 
States army, prisoners of war, who having been exchanged, 
recently arrived in this city. At that time we had heard of 
no important victories of the Union arms, and imagining 
that the Grovernment needed the services of every truly 
loyal man, 1 desired and expected to join the Army of the 
United States. 

Traveling through New Orleans, Corinth, and East Ten- 
nessee, I reached Eichmond, hoping by the aid of influential 
friends there, to obtain permission to pass the lines. This 
was refused, and I was directed to return to Texas. In East 
Tennessee I left the railroad, and, guided by Union men, 
walked through woods and over mountains, to Eichmond, 
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Ky,, a distance by the circuitous route travelled of about 
two ImndrcKl miles— and reached home in Ai 3 J*il. 

It is not iniproi^er for m<^ to say, that I am familiar with 
the people of the Southwest, their opinions and habits of 
thoug’ht and action. I have seen Slaverj in all the Southern 
States, in all its conditions and aspects, and am now full}- 
satislied that its intiluence on the best interests of the countiy, 
is everywhere disastrous. 


New roiov, May 1S6^2. 

Sir: You desired me to put in writing the statements 
made to you by me while in Washington. In compliance 
with that request I have the honor to submit the follownng*. 
The printed portions were written ))y myself. 

■WESTEliK TEXAS. 

Avery large portion of the population of Western Tc^xas 
continue loyal. In Austin (the Capital) three-fourths of tlie 
residents are loyal, and dare express their semtiments opetdy. 
In most other places any expression of opinion fav()ra))l(‘, 
to the Government is not tohu'ated. The (rermans (‘aii be 
relied on almost without exception. 

It is important that Western Texas shoidd bennade a 
State, and it can be accomplislied. It is impoi'tant Ixhuusc, 
thereby, the Slave States will l)c surrounded by the Free, 
and the slave power be rendered incapa])le of extension. 
They now hope to acquire some portion of Mexi(‘.o for 
slavery, and while they hold Western Texas, will not cease 
to strive for that end. Hence, from its geogTaphical posi- 
tion, Western Texas, is more important (with respexd to 
slavery) than any other portion of the United States. It is 
very healthy, adapted to white lal)or3 and butfcAV slaves arc 
there. In most portions of that country slave lal)or is not 
profitable, and, among others, the Germans are well known 
to be opposed to it. Among the leading Union men arc Ex- 
Governor Pease, Judge Norton (editor of the Intel! igoncer) 
A. J. Hamilton (former member of Congress) and fludgo 
Paschal — all of Austin. I cannot whetlnu’ they (l(\siro 
a Free State, but most Texas loj^alists would do an3dhing 
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for the >iikQ of the Union. Mr, Uhurles Airlerson is p(‘r- 
htips the be^t man the Government could select for a high 
c//v/ position. Pie is well known then', is popular, able, 
ehxpient and fearless, and his recent ptu'seeution 1>y the 
rebel aiithoidties enlisted the syinimthy of all Union men, 
and of some others. 

Cbl, Boiuford was made prUonerof war by Gen. Twigg's 
surrender. He has been exchanged and is assigned to the 
Ibth. regiment of Regular infantry — is a graduate of West 
Point-" was distinguished in Mexico — has been stationed 
several years in Texas, and, I understand, has recently been 
highly recommended 1 w Gen. Scott for an appointment of 
Brigadier. He is a line officer, and thoroughly familiar 
with "Western Texas, its resources, forts, road, etc., the 
character of the peoph? and their method of lighting. 

^'Sibley's Brigade" contained about Twenty seven Hundred 
men. and went to Xew Mexico. There were some respecta- 
ble men in it, but most were ruffians and desperadoes, and 
all would light well. Most of them were armed each with 
a doul)le-barrel shot-gun and nav 3 " revolver, though some 
had minie muskets (stolen from U. 8.) or common rifles, and 
four companies had nothing but unwieldy lances. For 
artillery they had nine mountain howitzers. These were 
all mounted men, and were joined in Arizona by Col. Bay- 
lor s regiment numbering seven hundred, and provided with 
other artillery (ordinaiy brass field pieces). I should think 
there were in Februaiy last, about 1,000 men at the various 
forts in the Indian country, some or all of whom, I under- 
stood were to be sent on to reinforce Sibley. The colonels of 
the regiments serving under Sihle}" are Riley (formerly of 
Ohio) Green (formerly of Tennessee), Steele (formerl^W'apt. 
U. S. Army), and Ba 3 dor. The}" were insufficiently sup- 
plied with provisions — nor did they have sufficient ammu- 
nition — for so long an expedition. I have frequently seen 
Sibley’s Brigade, and what I say about it, is reliable. 

In P'ebruary last, there were about Seven Thousand men 
around and between Galveston and Houston. Fortifications 
(field woi'ks) were prepared near Galveston, and they had 
considerable artillery there, including a few siege guns said 
to have been brought from New Orleans. There had 
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already been sent out of the State {as 1 v^as infonaed) Thir- 
teen to Fifteen Thousand men besides Sibley's Brigade. I 
was told by a Eebel officer that Thirty Two Thousand men 
were then underarms in Texas, including troops at Galves- 
ton, Houston and Brownsville. I think his statement greatly 
exaggerated, though he included all the home-guards, organ- 
ized militia, etc., most of whom are poorl}^ armed. 

There were at or near Brownsville eight or nine hundred 
men. Fort Brown is near the town and contains eighteen 
guns, as I am informed. They also have four or live 
mountain howitzers and at least one battery of field pieces. 
Matamoras is opposite Brownsville, and the Bebels have 
ornanized quite an extensive trade there. Vessels sail for 
jNlatamoras and land their cargoes at Brownsville. These 
two towns are twentj" or twenty-five miles from the moutli 
of the Rio Grande. Large amounts of coffee have been 
imported from Mexico through Brownsville and sent to 
Eastern Texas and Louisiana. Many officers of the regular* 
army have heretofore been stationed at Fort Brown and 
know all about it. It is said not to have ))ecn much strength- 
ened b}^ the rebels. 

Mr. George Giddings of San Antonio was proj^u’ietor of 
'the San Antonio and San Diego overland mail line. Early 
last winter he was appointed, by Jefferson Davis, agent to 
receive and collect all cotton contributed in the Southwest, 
for the Confederate government. It was said that he also 
received a large amount of Confederate money with whi<‘h 
to buy cotton. It was said — and believed by alL-that he 
was instructed to take all the cotton he could (collect, through 
Brownsville to Matamoras or Tampico, and export it to 
Foreign countries, bringing back in exchange arms and 
munitions of war. I am unable to say whether the plan 
was relinquished subsequently to my leaving, but at that 
time he had a great number of Mexican carts in his (unploy, 
and almost all ti*ansportation there is done by these carts. 

Corpus Christi is the healthiest place on the coast of 
Western Texas, and a majority of the inhabitants wore 
for the Union. The harbor is not good, but troops (tan 
march from there to within thirty miles of San Antonio, 
and have good (^rinking water all the way — an important 
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consideration in that dry country. Officers of the regular 
army, familiar witli Texas, can tell where a landing should 
he made, much hotter than I can. It is important however, 
that an army once landed, should push forward rapidly so 
as to give protection to Union men who would otherwise he 
forced into the rehel army or massacred. Prohahl}^ Twenty- 
live Thousand Federal troops could take and liold the whole 
State — certainly the Wotern portion. Col. Bomford 
thought fifteen Thousand could march evim from Galveston 
to San Antonio, and garrison all important points on the 
road. 

The Eastern joart of the State, including Houston and 
Galveston, is Secession, though there are many Union men 
even there. I found Union men in all the states through 
which I ptis.sed. except ]\Iississippi. 

The want of arms is severely felt and this want is hecom- 
in greater rapidly. I do not think they have received from 
abroad more than one t(mth. certaintly not more than one- 
fifth, of the arms which are r(‘ported to have Ijoen received. 
I refer to reports prevalent in the South, all of which may 
not have been heard of in the North. I never saw but one 
foreign musket in the hands of a Southern soldier. 

The Southern leaders do not hesitate to make any state- 
]iient which will encourage their own people. 

The gentleman from Memphis referred to in tlie printed 
column was a Mr. Eandolph. an East Tennessee Union man, 
who had been to Memphis to attend the Legislature, of 
which he was a member. He passed through Corinth about 
the twentieth of March, or a little later. At that time 
there were between Forty and ForH-Five Thousand rebel 
troops there. Reinforcements came in as fa.'^t as thej" (tould 
he raised. The battle of Shiloh was fought about sixteen 
days afterward. They nugld have received reinforcements 
at the rate of 2,000 per day, hut 1 should not think they 
received more than one thousand per day. According to 
this estimate the rebel force in that ))attle w<is not far from 
Sixty Thousand. 

Ai)out the first of Ai;)ril, the number of troops in East 
Tennessee, as well as J could judge, was not from ten 
thousand, of whom between three and four thousand were 
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at Cumberland Gap, which is a position strong* nature 
and strongly fortified. 

The gentleman referred to in the printed column is named 
ilcDowell, a nephew of Gen. h loyd and a relative of our 
Gen. ^XcDowell. I knew him in Texas, and he is now an 
officer in the Rebel army. He said that immediately after 
Floyd ceased to be vSccretary of \\ ar, a plantation with 
negroes in South Carolina, was purchased in Mrs. Floyd’s 
name, and §TC(j,000 in cash fjaid down for it. 

The journey from N. Orleans to Richmond occupied seven 
days. I was told by members of the Rebel Congress in 
Richmond — (among others, CoL Wilcox, formerly U. S. 
Congressman from Mississippi)— that they now expected 
the war would continue six or seven years longer. I have 
also heard military men there sa}" the same. Secretary 
Benjamin told me that the Federals arrested and put iu 
prison every one who reached them from the South. In 
case their large armies arc dispersed, their intention un- 
doubtedly is, to adopt a general system of guerilla warfare, 
and thus wear out their enemies, and make the Government 
weary of the war. 

In the Gulf States East of the Mississippi river, it seemed 
to me that nearly every able bodied man had been sent to 
the war. In the State of Mississippi, lait few men were to 
be seen in any of the villages through which 1 passed. It 
is necessary, however, in estimating the number of troops 
they can raise, to note the following facts. 

1st. In the beginning of the war thousands left the South 
and came North. I estimate the number at not less than 
fifty Thousand men, nor more than 100,000. 

2nd. The mortality l)ij sichiei^i^ in the Southern army has 
been great. In the last part of Ocitober I learned (indirectly) 
from an officer of high position, that Thirty Thousand 
southern soldiens had already died from sickness alone. 
Assuming this to be true, their whole loss from, up 

to the present time cannot be less than Sixty Tliousand. 

3rd- Thousands have returned homo, invalids, and will l)e 
of no further use during the war. I cannot (vstimate. th(', 
number well, but should think that (including thos('. disa))l(‘d 
by wounds) it is at least 30,000 and probably twice as many. 
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4th. Their loss in killed, deserters and prisoners has been 
large. You can estimate this number better than I can. 

The above statements only approximate to the truth. 
Throughout the South it is impossible, to obtain any accu- 
rate information. Facts are suppressed for fear of discour- 
aging the people now in rebellion. 

It really seems to me that the rebels cannot raise many 
more men than they now have in the service. At any rate 
they would not be efficient, unless supplies of arms, etc. are 
received from abroad. It is the opinion of the Federal offi- 
cers before-mentioned (Col. Bomford and others) that the 
United States needs more men in the field — at least 100,000 
more, 

The Yellow Fever generally pi'evails in Xew Orleans 
about one year out of three. It can be prevented by strict 
quarantine, though this fact is sometimes disputed. The 
epidemic generally commences in the last part of August 
(seldom before the loth) and ends with the first frost, which 
usually occurs in the first week of November. The num- 
ber of inhabitants remaining in the city during an epidemic 
is about Eighty Thousand, and the number of deaths is 
usually about four thousand or a little more. Sometimes 
(never except twice) the disease is very malignant and does 
not yield to former remedies, as in 1853, when it commenced 
in May and Thirteen Thousand died in the city during the 
epidemic. With proper sanitaiy and hospital arrangements 
1 should estimate the number of the army who would escape 
the disease entirely, at ten per cent, of the whole, and the 
number who would die at not inon; than ten per cent. If 
there is no j-ellow fever, they would probably be as healthy 
as Southern soldiers. Probably ninety nine out of a hun- 
dred of the Southern army would suffer as much from Yel- 
low fever as our own soldiers, and they will never undertake 
to occupy any place where the epidemic already prevails. 
This disease is prevalent along the whole Gulf coast from 
Key \Yest to the Rio Grande, except the islands, the Texas 
Coast near Corpus Christi and a few other localities. It 
extends far inland where the country is slightly elevated 
above the sea, but never prevails in ^YeBtern Texas except 
near the coast. 


H. Doc. 461, pt 2 20 
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The' Southern climate (near the Gulf) is far less health}- 
for armies than the Northern, hut undoubtedly Federal 
armies will sujffer from sickness no more and probably less, 
than Southern armies under the same circumstances. I am 
informed that this was true in the Mexican War. The sec- 
ond year is said to be more dangerous to Northern men 
than'^the lirst. They should be sent South in the Fall or 
Winter, and, during the hot season, sanitary precautions 
used, which all good physicians understand. 

I think the South can be conquered without abolishing 
slavery in the Gulf States or elsewhere. To a])olish it in 
the Gulf States would produce a unanimity among the peo- 
ple of those States which does not now exist. They all 
abhor the idea of the negroes being set free among them 
and (as they express it) made their equals. It is worth 
while to treat with conciliation and kindness those who are, 
or have been, Union men. 

The origmal secessionists are a minority in every state 
except South Carolina, and perhaps Mississippi. Concifia- 
tion and kindness toward them is utterly thrown away. 
They expect and deserve the same treatment they have 
given Union men in their midst, and will fight to the last. 
But few of them will become good citizens again, and when 
subdued many of them will leave the country forever. 

If Western Texas is to become a Free State, it must be 
before the close of this war. Eastern Texas is more popu- 
lous and strongly pro-slavery, and will prevent any division 
of the state in time of peace. 

With more time I could have made the foregoing state- 
ments more concise. I shall be gratified if they prove to 
be of any use. 


New Orleans, Jims 186^. 

Sib: 1 have collected the information which you wished 
to receive by a private letter. The persons about whom 
you particularly enquired were Thos. H. Hewes, J. P. 
Harrison, Benj. F. Flanders, and Randell Hunt. 

Thomas Hewes was born in this city — is about 35 years 
old — a lawyer — was in California seven or eight years — 
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returned home in ls6o. Went to Texusfor a few months — 
returned to this City and opened an office in partnership 
with James B. Eustis. brother of Slidell's secretary. He 
was inclined to he a Union man at first, but afterwards 
became a strong secessionist, and with his father who was 
from the first an active and bitter r(d>el, worked hard for 
the rebel government. 

Young Hewes used to be dissipated, but in California he 
married and reformed. It is said that he has recently re- 
turned to former bad habits. He is regarded as a man of 
talent and is much liked by his acquaintance. He left this 
city when the fieet arrived and has not yet returned. 

James P. Harrison came to this city from Natches, Miss., 
about sixteen 3'ears ago, a lawyer of good standing. In 
this city he has been in business as a merchant, being* one 
of the tii’ui of Pa^me and Harrison. He is a respectable and 
aide man. He a “ Co-operationist ", but became an 
active rebel, and with his House strongl}^ supported the 
rebel government. Being a man of high standing he had 
great influence for evil. When the fleet arrived he left the 
city and has not yet returned. 

Benjamin F. Flanders is a native of New Hampshire, but 
has lived in Louisiana many years. He was the Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Opelousas railroad. He is much re- 
spected, and is regarded as an able, honest man. He is a 
good business man, and has much influence. He has been 
invariably a thorough Union man, and was so obnoxious to 
the ruling powers, that he was sent out of the Confeder- 
acy '' into Kentucky a few months ago, his family being left 
at their residence in this cit^u All the Union men I have 
met in this city (and they are many) speak of Mr. Flanders 
in the highest terms. Mr. Flanders returned to thi ? city a 
few da^^s ago. I have seen him, and the opinion formed of 
him before making his acquaintance, is confirmed. Rev. 
Mr. Duncan recently in Washington, made application of 
the N. O. post office. I saw him here a few days ago, and 
was told b}" him that Mr. Flanders made application to be 
surveyor of this Port. W^hen you think best to appoint a 
Surveyor, I do not think a more deserving and capable man 
than Mr. Flanders can be, found, nor one whose appoint- 
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iricut would u’ivc grcuter ►siitistu.ction to L nion luon h.616. 
In politics he is with the Republican party. 

Mr. Randell Hunt is probably known to you/' and I shall 
not say anything of him except in reference to the present 
troubles. jMi*. Hunt was an able and active opponent of 
secession from .the tirst, and did all he could to prevent it. 
It is believed hy all, that his opinions are entirely unchanged, 
but since the beginning* of the w^ar, he has been perfectly 
passive. He has never gone over to secession, and Union 
men hei’e have the greatest contidence in him, though he 
does not come out a declared Union man even now. His posi- 
tion is embarrassing, for his brother Judge Hunt (Theodore 
G. Hunt) is a colonel in the Confederate army and is now 
in active service in Virginia. I have seen Mr. Hunt several 
times but without opportunity of talking on political sub- 
jects. I delivered to him your letter, and off erred to forward 
any letter to you. Enclosed is the reply to your letter. 

Dr. M. F. Bonzano, whom you made Special Agent for 
the N. O. Mint, has given me great assistance. He possesses 
great scientific knowledge, and mechanical skill — is perfectly 
honest and thoroughly devoted to the government. He is 
strongly opposed to the institution of slavery, and out of 
limited means, has purchased and emancupated several ne- 
groes during the last few years. As a man of learning, he 
has few superiors, and all his statements and suggestions 
will be of value to you. 

The labor devolving upon me is great, but our success 
exceeds my expectations. It will take some weeks, at least, 
to organize every department of the Custom House, and 
teach the inexperienced employees. I am determined to 
accomplish three principal objects, viz: — 

1. To appoint to office such men and of such political 
opinions, that the Government (through its officials) can 
present here a strong nucleus for a Republican party. 

2. To recover, or assist in recovering all projjerty and 
duties (paid to others than the government) and settle up all 
old business. 


a Mr. Chase and Mr. Hunt married sisters, daughters of James C. Ludlow of Cincin- 
nati. Miss Sarah Ludlow was Mr. Chase’s third wife and was married to him Novem- 
her 6, 1846. Warden gives (36G-367) a letter of Chase’s to Mrs. Hunt Novemhor 30, 1860. 
Schuckers (199-200) gives the same letter with some verbal changes as one sent to Mr. 
Hunt. Warden, Schuckers, and Professor Hart spell Mr. Hunt’s first name “Randall.” 
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3. To .suppress .'^muggliDg‘ and other ubu'>e'^ and to e.'^tab- 
lish a good character for this heretofore notorious Custom 
House. 

The name of the Deputy Collector { furnished from the 
New York Custom House hv Mr. Barney) is William C. 
Gray. I am glad to mention to you the name of such a 
man. He knows his business thoroughly and is entirely 
devoted to the interests of the Government. From early 
morning until night he (as well as myself) is at the Custom 
House and nothing CbCapes his vigilaiK*(" or care. 

The city is very healthy and there is no indication as yet, 
of an epidemic this year. 

I shall take the li])erty of writing private letters to you 
occasionally whenever I can give information which I may 
think you would like to receive. 


New Orleans, July 19tK 1S63. 

Dear Sir: I venture to refer to the name of J. L. Riddell 
(formerly Confederate Postmaster) because he is, or is to 
be, an applicant for the oflSce of Assistant Treasurer. 
Though he now pretends to be a Union man, I believe him 
to be unworthy of your confidence. I can give you full 
information about him if you desire it. 

Mr. Gray, Deputy Collector, who has been in the New 
York Custom House more than twenty years, says that more 
questions and more difficult to be decided, arise here in a 
week, than in the New York Custom House during a whole 
year. This is partly owing to the disturbed condition of 
the countr}", and partly to the fact that we avoid the former 
loose and corrupt manner of doing business. The necessity 
of immediate decision of many of these questions, obhges 
me, being at so great a distance from Washington, to assume 
great responsibility. Almost everything, even most of the 
furniture, belonging to the Custom House, was destroyed — 
except the building, which was in a dilapidated state. I 
was compelled to employ considerable labor to make it hab- 
itable. 1 have discovered and seized rebel boats and launches 
and repaired them — had the Iron safes drilled, opened and 
repaired — obtained furniture — ^preserved and arranged all 
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the old books and papers, and done inan^" other necessaiy 
things, so that now we begin to work effectively. 

Except salaries of appointed otScers, all expenses have, 
as yet, been paid from the fees of the office—for, of course, 
money received for duties remains untouched. Hence you 
see strict economy is practiced. I intend every Government 
emploj^ee in this Custom House shall earn his wages. 

No expenses have been, or shall be incurred except such 
as are a])solutel 3 " necessary for the thorough establishment 
of the Custom House, and protection of the Ke venue Service. 

The whole amount of monej^ collected for duties, is Sev- 
enty-Six Thousand Nine Hundred and four S5/ 100 Dollars 
($76,901-85/100) — See my official report of this date. This 
amount is now in my hands and subject to your order. All 
the safe^ are repaired, and the money is perfectly safe, unless 
the army should be driven out by the Eebels, which is 
impossible. 

The City never was more health}^ and as j^et there is no 
danger of the Yellow Fever. 

I do not think the military rule here or elsewhere, is 
severe enough. It ought to ])e more dangerous to be a 
secessionist than to be a lo 3 "al citizen, which is not the case 
here. We should adopt toward r6])els, measures as severe 
as thej^ adopt toward Union men. A real secessionist (ian- 
not be conciliated. I begin to incline to the opinion that 
the Abolition of Slaveiy is necessary, as a means of termi- 
nating the war. The South has persistontl^’^ forced this issue 
upon the Government, and perhaps it must soon be accepted. 


New Okleaks, Aug. ^Gth, 186^2. 

Deak Sir: The troops at Baton Rouge have evacuated 
the place, without destrojdng it, and are now joined to Gen. 
Phelps’ command at Carrolton. His effective force is now 
about six thousand men and many guns, and is sufficient for 
the defence of the place. The fortifications are strong, and 
Gen. Phelps has the entire confidence of his men. An 
attack on the City was feared, and therefore the troops were 
brought down from Baton Rouge. The secessionists confi- 
dently expect the city to be taken soon, and had they sue- 
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c-eeded at E<>ug*e. an attack on the City would have 

followed iuiinediately. I do not believe it will now be made, 
])ut if attempted, will certainly be un'^uccessfuL They 
expected aid in the City, but Gen. Butler has disarmed all 
citizens. About 2o,U00 arms of various kinds have ])een 
given up. 

The first Louisiana Eeg't. is full and ready for service, 
and nearly enough men enlisted to form a second Reg't. 
The men are generally foreigners — many Germans — and will 
do good service. 

A free Colored Reg't. formerly in Rebel service, is being 
organized. Probably this Regiment will be increased to a 
Brigade. I iii'ged this matter upon Gen. Butler, but he 
had already decided upon it favorably. The free negroes 
of Louisiana, are certainly superior, as a class, to the Creoles 
(descendants of French and Spanish settlers). They are 
intelligent, energetic and industrious, as is evident from the 
fact (as stated to me) that the}" own one seventh of the real 
estate in this city. This is their own wmrk, for they com- 
menced with nothing, of course. 

These men will be good soldiers. Gen. Phelps has at his 
camp 1,500 men — escaped slaves. Enough to make a full 
regiment are drilled (without arms) and go through all 
movements well. I do not know whether Gen. Butler 
intends them to have arms. They are good looking men, 
and I believe will be good soldiers. 

The health of the troops is good, except those lately at 
Vicksburg, among whom however, deaths have been few. 
The City is quite healthy, and there is no longer much dan- 
ger from Yellow Fever. This is owing to Gen. Butler’s 
severe quarantine regulations. A few more days of health 
will render us j)erfectly secure. 

The Union sentiment is developing itself satisfactorily. 
The laboring classes are our friends. When the great 
Southern armies are broken up they will no longer be afraid, 
and all will be well. 

Provisions are high, and there is much suffering in the 
City. It is much to be regretted that the River was not 
opened, so that provisions might be cheap. The condition 
of the people now is scarcely better than under rebel rule— 
as to food, I mean. 
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For other reasons, the opening of the River is of the 
utmost consequence. 

Much complaint is made by Union men, and justl}", that 
those who have been secessionists, are frequently given 
employment bv the authorities, to the exclusion of Union 
men. Concerning the Custom House there have been no 
such complaints, I believe, for I have been particulaily 
careful in selecting officers, but I regret to say that other 
departments have not exercised the same care. 

Col. Butler is a brother of Gend. Butler and came out 
with the army, and immediatelj^ commenced doing business. 
He is not in government employ. He is here for the sole 
purpose of making money, and it is stated b^^ secessionists — 
and by some Union men — that he has made half a million 
dollars, or more. I regret* his being here at all, for it is 
not proper that the brother of the commanding General, 
should devote himself to such an object. It leads to the 
belief that the General himself is interested with hizn, and 
such is the belief of our enemies and of some of our friends. 
The effect is bad. General Butler seems entirely devoted 
to the interests of the Government. 1 have observed closely 
his brother's course. I do not believ'e the General is inter- 
ested in his speculations. I have delayed mentioning this 
matter until now, hoping to be better informed. Hon. Rev- 
erdy Johnson can give you as much information as I can.^^ 
I believe Gen. Butler is disinterested and that hc^ is a most 
able officer though in a difficult position. Should I learn 
anything further, you will be informed. 


New Obleans, September 9th^ 1863. 

Dear Sib: The newspapers which I send, will give you 
most of the local news. 

One Regiment of the Free Colored Brigade is full, and 
about 500 more are already enlisted. Surgeons and officers 
speak highl}^ of the physical qualities of the men. Most of 

a Hon, Reverdy Johnson, Senator from Maryland, was “appointed hy the State 
Uepartnaent as a special agent, to proceed to New Orleans and investigate and report 
upon the complaints made hy foreign consuls against the late military proceedings in 
their respective cases/' (Secretary Stanton to General Butler, June 3 0, 386‘i, Rebellion 
Records, Series I, Vol. XV, p. 471. Cf Series III, Vol. TI. Cf. also the appendix to 
these letters.) 
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them are a very light color, and, 1 believe, will make good 
soldiers. I ailinire the characteristic shrevrdness with which 
Gen. Butler has managed this affair. By accepting a regi- 
ment which had already been in Confederate Service, he left 
no room for complaint (by the Rebels) that the Govern- 
ment were arming the negroes. But, in enlisting, nobody 
inquires whether the recruit is (or has been) a slave. As a 
consequence the l>oldest and finest fugitives have enlisted, 
while the whole organization is known as the "'Free Col- 
ored Brigade. Without doubt it will be a success. 

It is understood here that Gen. Phelps' resignation has 
been accepted. The controversy between Generals Butler 
and Phelps, is much regretted by the ])est Union men. Gen. 
Phelps is beloved by his soldiers, and no man has suspected 
his integrity and disinterestedness. This is not strictly true 
of Gen. Butler, for while all admire his great ability, many 
of his soldiers think him selffsh and cold-hearted, and many 
soldiers and citizens — Union and Secessionists think he is 
interested in the spe(ailations of his ])rother (Col. Butler) 
and oihtu’s. 

Sometimes circumstances look very suspicious, but if I 
happen to hear his explanation of the same circumstances, 
suspicion almost entirely disappears. I have never been 
able to discover any good proof that Gen. Butler has 
improperly done, or permitted, anything for his own pecu- 
niary advantage. He is such a smart man, that it would in 
any case, be difloicult to discover what he wished to conceal. 

But it is the general impression here that mone^" will 
accomplish anything with the authorities. It seems prob- 
able, that this impression would not exist without some 
foundation. It is much to be regretted, but Gen. B.'s 
abilities, shrewdness, and just severity toward secessionists — 
and proper appreciation of the wdiole rebellion, cause him 
to be respected and admired even b}" his enemies. I believe 
Gen. Butler’s opposition to the enlistment of negroes ])y 
Gen. Phelps, was not a matter of principle. Gen. Phelps 
had the start of him, while Gen. B. wanted the credit of 
doing the thing himself, and in his own way And he is 
doing it, shrewdly and completely, as he does everything. 
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Isotwithstaiiding the impretf^sioll above mentioned, it 
would be difficult to ffiid a man capable of tilling Greu. 
Butler's place, and who would give the same satisfaction 
to Union men. 

The City is very healthy, and the coming of Yellow 
Fever is no longer feared. 

The Iron Clad Gunboat Essex is here from up the Eiv(U*. 


New Orleans Se2^t IJtk 186^2 

Dear Sir: The business of the Custom House goes on 
satisfactorily. 

The amount of duties now in my hands is $135,5403V-o-* I 
hope you will soon draw for at least a portion of this amount. 

Great excitement prevails in the City on account of news 
rec’d up to dates of the 3rd from Washington & later from 
Kentucky. It is believed by secessionists that Washington 
& Cincinnati are captured. Probably many of those stories 
are circulated to prevent people from taking the oaths of 
allegiance^^ to the U. S. before the 23 inst. From jiresent 
appearances, I think Gen. Butler intends to bo A^ciy severe " 
toward those who fail to take the oath by that time. 

The City is healthy. All or nearly all the R<d)el troops 
are withdrawn from this part of the countiy, for the pur- 
pose, as is supposed, of being sent North. 

It is known here that reinforcements will bo sent hither 
this Fall or Winter, & it is hoped they will be sufficient to 
take possession of the whole State. But a small portion of 
the Sugar crop has been destroyed & there is also a good 
deal of cotton left, all of which will be exported when an 
opportunity presents itself. 


New Orleans, 19 th ^ 1862 . 

Dear Sm: Hon. A. J. Hamilton will present this letter 
to you, and also a letter of introduction from myself. In 

a General Orders No. 41, June 10, 1862, provided for the administration of the oath of 
allegiance or of neutrality to such as would come forward to take tho one or the 
other; and General Orders No. 71, September 13, 1862, read. “ As in the course of ten 
days it may become necessary to distinguish, tho disloyal from tho loyal citizens and 
honest neutral foreigners residing in this department,” etc. Rebellion Records, 
Series I, VoL XV, pp. 483, 571, 



LETTERS FR<>M DEXIS< To CHASE. 


315 


this private letter I wish to a<ld a few statements not proper 
for an <^>pen letter. 

Mr. Hamilton refused to leave his seat in the House of 
Representatives, when Texas seceded. After bis term 
expired, he returned to Texas, and has constantly fought 
secession up to the time of his forced departure from the 
State. 

Mr. Hamilton is well known throughout Western Texas, 
and probably has more iniluence there than an_v other man. 
He is brave and determined, and stands high in the estima- 
tion of all honest men. Whatever statements he makes to 
you you can rely on implicitly. 

Mr. H. thoroughly appreciates the character of the pres- 
ent struggle, and imposes no conditions upon his loyalty. 
This is the man to make Western Texas a Free State and he 
will do it wisely and surely. He knows the country and 
the people and is such an orator as they love to listen to. 

Col. Hamilton can raise a Brigade of Union troops in 
Texas more quickly than any other man in the State, and I 
])elieve he only wants an authority to raise such a Brigade 
when an expedition goes there. 

Mr. H. is to "Western Texas, what Brownlow, Maynard 
and Johnson are to East Tennessee. 

In common with all Union men of Texas, 1 hope he will 
receive that encouragement' to which his abilities and unfal- 
tering loyalty entitle him, and under his wise management 
W^ estern Texas will be freed, at the same time, from rebel- 
lion and Slavery. 


(Private and Unofficial) 

New Orleans, 186 ^. 

Dear Sir: Your kind letter of the 8th. inst. reached me 
yciiterday. I showed it to Gren. Butler, as you gave me 
permission to do. The General requests me to present to 
you his kindest regards. He is satisfied that Slavery must 
be abolished, and he will do his part at such time as he 
thinks proper. He humorously remarked that his colored 
Brigade was of about the complexion, (upon the average) 
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of the Vice President. He says that after properly organ- 
izing and drilling them, he believes thej^ can march triumph- 
antly from here to Kentucky. To-morrow the first Eeg’t. 
receives arms and joins the army. The second is fully 
enlisted and is being drilled. A third will be organized, 
but the General has arms for no more. His order says none 
are to be received but those who have received freedom 
through some recognized legal channel — but these are of 
three classes, viz:— Those who have received freedom from 
their owners. 2nd, Those who are inade free by the present 
military courts. 3rd. All who come in from the enemy’s 
lines. You see this includes almost all colored people. 
Gen. Butler will manage this matter wisely and well. 

Gen. Butler does more work than any other man in 
Louisiana. Every thought seems to be given to the inter- 
est of the Government, and his powers of endurance are 
remarkable- No other man could fill his place here. His 
popularity among Union men is great and increasing. As 
I told 3"ou in a former letter, it is to ]>e regretted that his 
brother does business here, but I do not think the General 
is interested in his speculations. He learns (everything and 
forgets nothing. He comes in contact Avith the best minds 
in the State, and is equal, or superior, to them all. 

During the week ending last night, the number of people 
who have taken the oatli of allegiaiuH"-, is very great. Every 
place whei’e the oath was admin istered, was thronged. Se- 
cessionists can be tamed and Gem Butler can do it. I should 
say three-fourths, at least, of the citizens have taken th(^. 
oath, and yet not a threat was made against such as should 
not take it. I have reason to believe the General will be 
very severe toward those who persist in calling themselves 
loyal to the Southern Confederacy. I think he will (*.ontis- 
o>ate their property and remove them beyond the lines. 

Notwithstanding Federal reverses, the Union feeling 
develops itself satisfacJtorily, and many have really (‘eased 
to be secessionists 

The Prussian Ship ‘‘Essex’’ has on board many cases of 
plate and bullion shipped by rebels. Gen. Butler directed 
me to gi'ant no clearance to the ship until the cases were 
landed. The ship has been waiting for a clearance three 
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day.-*, but will (probably) land the ease?- >ooie when there 
will be no more trouble. 

Since I hav(‘ been here, two small vessels have cleared for 
Pensacola with Gen. B.S permit. Admiral Farragut may 
perhaps complain of these vessels, for one or ])oth, ran into 
rebel ports or were cai^tured by the enemy. At any rate, 
they did not reacli Pensacola, The Xavy seized the Prize 
Schooner '"Emma"'' at Ship Island, sent ])v me to Xew 
York. I had put iron on her to complete cargo. She was 
released and continued her voyage. 

The business of the Custom House goes on very satisfa<‘- 
torily. The Mr. Flanders ^ I spoke o4 hs not the one you 
know, but his brother, and is not perhaps a proper person 
for Surveyor. lie is a proper person for Clerk to perform 
the duties of Deputy Surveyor and for this office I have 
nominated him the office of Surveyor being included, I sup- 
pose, in my position as Special Agent and Acting Collector. 


(Private.) 

Xew Orleans, Sept 30 fh^ 186^. 

Dear Sir: I am informed that six gunboats left this vicin- 
ity four days ago, to attack Galveston. I do not know how 
many troops were on board, but not a large number. It is 
the intention to destroy the bridge connecting the island 
with the mainland, and capture the Texas force which occu- 
pies Galveston.'* 

Five regiments of infantry (with proper propoition of 
Cavahy and Artillery) will start in about a week, on an 
expedition into the enemy's country. Gen. Weitzel will 
have command. I am not positively certain, but think, that 
their destination is Xorth Eastern Texas, which they will 
easily reach by ascending Red River. 

The Schooner Elma was seized by me, her owner refus- 
ing to give up her Confederate papers, or to take out U. S. 


a In the next letter this name is given as “Elma.” 

&Mr. B. F. Flanders is frequently mentioned (June 23, 1862, etc.) and, except toward 
the close of the period, with approval. The second Mr. Flanders is not elsewhere 
mentioned, either in these letters or in the important printed sources bearing on the 
period. 

cA successful attack was made on Galveston on October 6. The boats began to 
arrive off Galveston on October 3. Cf. Rebellion Records Series I, Vol. XV, passim. 
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papers. Vessel and cargo were worth less than ^3,000. I 
sent her to N. Y. in charge of one Valleau, who was highly 
recommended by military officers and others. 

I am informed that this vessel was run ashore on Daiiphine 
Island off Mobile, and destroyed. She was small and old. 
Either she run ashore in a storm, or what is more probable, 
Valleau tried to run the Blockade into Mobile, and was so 
hard pressed by a Gunboat that he run the vessel ashore so 
as to prevent capture. This is the first accident which has 
occurred, but luckily neither vessel nor cargo was valuable. 
She had on board 10 bars iron for plating Gunboats, put in 
as ballast. 

You expected the Navy to assist me. They have never 
given me the least help, and I am obliged to take the whole 
responsibility of forwarding vessels to New Y^'ork. 

The Light at South Pass will be relighted to-morrow night 
for the first time. I go down to the mouth of the River to- 
da}" to attend to it. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, Oct. 8th ^ 186^2. 

Dear Sir: I send you to-day, a map of lower Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama, more reliable and rare than any 
other, hoping an occasional reference to it will be of serv- 
ice to you. The numerous bayous in this part of the coun- 
try, are navigable for small, and some of them, for large 
vessels. 

The destination of the expedition (Gen’l. WeitzePs Bri- 
gade) up the River, spoken of in my last letter, is either 
Donelsonville [sic^^] or Plaquemine. From either of these 
places, bayous lead to the head of Berwick'’s Bay, as you see 
by the map. As I am informed, the design is to take pos- 
session, by boats, of what is called (on the map) Ohes- 
thnache (Berwick’s Bay), and of the Bayou leading therefrom 
to Plaquemine or Donelsonville, thus enclosing a large and 
rich country, filled with sugar and cotton. The expedition 
is expected to start in ten or fifteen days, but I believe its 
object is Gommercial rather than military. 


a The proper spelling is Donaldson ville. 
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Berwick i.'- eighty uiile^ from here, couiiected with Xew 
Orleans by the Opelousas Sailroad, and i< in the Collection 
District of Teche. I would suggest that whenever you 
think proper to open the port of Teche, I can give you 
great assistance, and if you attach it to this District, 1 c‘an 
save you much trouble a Deputy Collector there, and es- 
tablishing (under your authority) a branch of this Custom 
House at that point. Large quantities of cotton and sugar 
remain in that countrv. T have excellent officers, numerous 
boats, etc. , and should be willing to assume this additional re- 
sponsibility, if the interests of the Government would be 
advanced thereby. I would add also that when the poi*t of 
Mobile is to be opened, I can give you great assistance from 
this point. 

The proclamation of the President is received here, but I 
have not learned in what spirit it is regarded, except that it 
is endorsed by the best Union men. 

A necessary result of the proclamation, is the organizing 
and arming of the colored population throughout the South — 
and for the following reasons — 

1st. On account of the assistance the}^ will render the 
Gov't against the rebels. 

2nd. For their own protection against their former 
masters. 

3rd. For the purpose of resti'aiiiing and controlling them, 
also [as ?] they may be dangerous to friend and foe alike. 
One individual can control 50,000 disciplined men, but can- 
not control a mob of fifty. 

The colored Brigade progresses and prospers. Eecimits 
come in faster than they can be provided for. It is the 
present intention to organize six Regiments at least. Two 
are full and the third nearly. The 1st. Eeg’t. received their 
arms lately, and I have seen them drill. They are fine men 
and I believe the RegT. will be equal to any in this Depart- 
ment. They learn more quickly than white soldiers, and 
will certainly fight, when the proper time comes. You will 
receive from me by this same mail ei. private letter concern- 
ing trade with the enemy, to which I earnestly call your 
attention. 
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^ ^ New Orleans, Oct . 10 th ., 1862. 

Dear Sir: I enclose in this private, letter, my statement 
of private account with the Treasury Department, with 
vouchers showing' the disposition of the ^1,000, received 
from Mr. Barney, by your order, to pay traveling expen.se.s 
of the Cirstoni House olScer.s from New Tork to this port. 
The account shows l)alance due me Sept. 30th, of $1,332.24. 
My name has not been included in the pay roll of this office, 
in making e.stimate heretofore. 

The duties of Collector of this port have never been so 
extensive as now — nor his laboi's so arduou.s — nor his 
responsibilities so great. If the account is incorrect, please 
inform me with your own hand. 

This Custom House is thoroughly organised, and every- 
thing works smoothly and efficiently. We have not yet 
received any blank books and foi'ms from New York, so 
that official returns cannot yet be made in proper form. 

About 100 vessels are in port loading or unloading. Most 
of the business being coaistwise, the receipts for duties are 
not large. To-night the ain’t, in my hands is about $180,000. 
I have not appointed, and shall not appoint, any officer, 
unless it is absolutely necessaiy. 

Mr. Sarjeant, acting appraiser here, informs me by letter, 
that he has had an interview with you and has received 
from you authority to appoint in New York Assistants to 
the Appraiser’s Department in this Custom House, who 
will return here with him. I regret that my opinion was 
not asked, for I regard the increase of officers in the 
Appraiser’s Department, only as an unnecessary expense to 
the Government. Even in Mr. Sarjeant’s absence, we have 
got along well enough with only Mr. Jackson, whose nomi- 
nation as Asst. Appraiser you approved. To bo sure, the 
increase of officers will give to all in the Appraiser’s Depart- 
ment much leisure, but why should a Government officer be 
allowed any leisure at all ? 


(Private and unofficial) 

New Orleans, Oct . 10 th , 1862. 
Dear Sir: I have received your official letter of Sept. 
22nd. enclo.sing letters of Mr. Barney and Mr. Norton — and 
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asking information ^’hether any portion of shipments to 
this port reach the enemy. My official reply datf^I yester- 
day. is correct so far as it goes, hut additif)nal facts exist, 
proper to be stated only in a private letter. 

Ever since the capture of this city, a brisk trade has been 
carried on with the rebels, by a few persons, under military 
permits, frequently with military assistance and as I believe, 
much to the pecuniary benefit of some of the principal mili- 
tary officers of this Department. I have suspected it for a 
long time, and spoke of it in my private letters to you, of 
Aug. 26th. and Sept. 9th. On the 5th. October, your regu- 
lations of Aug. 28th. reached me. I immediately stopxDed all 
trade with the enemy, and as this brought me in contact 
with the persons who have been conducting the trade, I 
acquired much information. Almost all the information to 
be given in this letter, has been collected this week. 

A brother of Gen. Butler is here, who is called Col. But- 
ler, though he occupies no position in the army. Govern- 
ment officers, citizens, and rebels, generally believe him to 
be the partner or agent of Gen'l. Butler. He does a heavy 
business and by various practices has made between one 
and two million dollars since the capture of the City. Gov. 
Shepley and especially Col. French (Provost Marshal) are 
supposed to be interested, but these officers, 1 believe to be 
entirely under control of Gen’l. Butler, who knows every- 
thing, controls everything, and should be held responsible 
for everything. 

There are two channels of trade with the rebels — the 
River and Lake Pontchartain. 

RiA^er trade must be conducted by steamboats. There are 
eight or nine. RiA^er boats here, all seized and now in the 
hands of the military authorities. Col. Butler has used 
these boats as he pleased, for carrying up and bringing 
down freight. 1 had no control over them and could not 
know what was transpixing, for the militaiy authorities con- 
trolled them, with whom 1 had no authority to interfere. 
Troops were at Baton Rouge and below Vicksburg, and it 
was to be supposed the boats were used for public, not pri- 
vate purposes. Of late, frequently, one or two infantry 
companies would accompany a boat taking up cargo and 
H. Doc. 461, pt 2 21 
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bringing back produce. This service was unpopular with 
officers and men, who enlisted for the benefit of the country 
and not of speculators. I say no more concerning the 
River trade, except that it has been constant and sometimes 
active. 

Of the trade across the Lake I have more accurate and 
more information, because there are no government vessels 
there, and it was conducted with schooners. Shortly after 
arriving here I learned that large quantities of salt had 
crossed the lake to the rebels, and supposing it to be smug- 
gled, took measures to stop it thenceforth. Two weeks 
later a schooner loaded with 1,000 sacks salt to cross the 
Lake. I directed the inspector to seize the vessel, and 
immediately called upon Gen. Butler, and requested a 
guard to be put on board. This was about 9 o’clock at 
night. He appeared indignant at the attempt to take salt 
to the enemy — ordered a guard on board the vessel — and 
ordered the immediate arrest of the Captain and shippers. 
The next day 1 had an interview with Provost Marshal 
French, who told me it was all a misunderstanding. The 
shipper had a permit for 500, but not for 1,000. That the 
shipper and captain were released — the vessel unladen and 
released also. 1 told him, he had no authority to release my 
seizures, but it was now too late to help it. 

After this but little trade was done until six or eight 
weeks ago, when Gen. Butler gave a permit to a rebel, to 
ship four large cargoes, much of which was contraband, 
across the lake. I immediately called upon the Genex'al, 
who said that it was the 'policy of th.e GovH, to get cotton 
shipped from this port, and for that purpose, to trade with 
the enemy. In the conversation he left upon my mind the 
impression that this course was approved at Washington. 
I then had entire confidence in Gen’l. Butler, and my letter 
of instructions had directed me to consult with him fre- 
quently. For the last two months trade has been active 
across the lake, nor had 1 any authority to stop it, until the 
arrival of your regulations on the 5th. Oct. , as above men- 
tioned. 

The following statements are made to me by various per- 
sons. 
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One man .says — that be took over boo sack> salt just )>efore 
1 arrived, and was gone six weeks. Geif 1 Butler gave per- 
mit. Two dollars per sack was paid for permis>ion to take 
from New Orleans. He sold doo >acks to Confederate army 
at $25. per sack, and was permitted to sell the other 2(J0 to 
(dtizens. at $86. per sack. He did not own the cargo, but 
received one fourth of net profits. He cleared $2,000. The 
owners cleared $6.ouu — good money. 

Dr. Avery, Surgeon 0th. EegT. Conn. Vol., states that he 
accompanied an expedition to Pontchitoula, just North of 
Lake Pontchartrain, about three weeks ago. A skirmish 
ensued — he was taken prisoner and taken to Camp Moore. 
He saw a large quantity of salt in sacks there, lying by the 
milroad. A rebel otficer said to him. We bought that 
salt from Col. Butler. W e paid $.5. per sack for the privilege 
of sliipment from New Orleans. To-day that salt goes to 
Richmond for the army. To-morrow or next da}- another 
cargo will arrive. The army get their salt from New Or- 
leans. The Yankees ''will do anything for mone}^” Dr. 
A. was subsequently released and is now in this city. 

Capt. Cornwell, Co. A. 13th. Conn. RegT. was stationed 
with his company at mouth of New Canal, for about three 
weeks, ending last Saturday. He states that the first 
schooner going out, was laden with large am’t. of contraband 
articles — some medicines, including 80 gals, castor oil — It 
had Shepley's permit. He sent his 2nd. Lieut. (Kinney) to 
Gen. Butler — who said '^Go to Gov. Shepley and ask him 
if he does not Ttnoxo that these articles will go right into the 
hands of the enemy.'’' Gov. Shepley said, '‘Return to Gen. 
Butler and say that I consulted Kha before giving this per- 
mit.'’ Whereupon Gen. B. said, “Well, let it go, since 
Gov. S. has granted a permit.*” The same thing happened 
two or three days afterward, when Gen. B. received the 
messenger, and at once wrote on the back of the permit — 
“Gov. Shepley ’s passes must be respected.” Capt. Corn- 
well now wants to go home. 

The inspector of Customs at the New Canal is very sick, 
and therefore I cannot get his statement at present. 

Mr, CloiTk, applies for permission to trade with the enemy 
oh a large scale and states that he made the arrangement 
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■by Gen. Butler's consent. I let his vessel leave in ballast, 
taking bond in double the value of the vessel, that she 
would be returned into my custody within 20 days. He had 
a letter from Gen. B. which I caused to be privately copied, 
and also a letter from Col. Butler. Both are enclosed here- 
with, marked A. 

Don D. Goicouria (of the firm of D. D. Goicouiia and 
Co., New St., N. Y.) has been here four months and has 
made about §200,000. Ho asks to continue trade with the 
enemy authorized by Gen’l. Butler. He has taken two 
thousand sacks salt to the confederate army. He made an 
arrangement with Gen. Butler and Benjamin (Rebel Secre- 
tary of War) to take salt to the enemy, bringing back cot- 
ton — in exchange, at the rate of ten sacks in one bale of 
cotton. He goes North next steamer, and will applj’- to 
Secretary of Treasury for permit to continue the trade. 
He has reo’d. here 200 bales cotton. His salt goes to the 
Confederate Army. He says, Col. Butler told him that he 
(Col. B.) had sent North 8,000 hogs, sugar of his own, 
worth in N. Y. $800,000 or $900,000. Besides salt, he has 
taken to the enemy large amount of other goods. In his 
interview with you he will be able to tell you everything 
about trade with the Rebels if disposed so to do. 

A Roman Catholic Priest, from Bay St. Louis, told me 
yesterday that in his vicinity. Salt was selling for $3.50 
per gallon — or $25. per bushel — and Flour at $55. per 
barrel. 

(A Sack of salt contains about 4 bushels). 

Mr. Lloyd applies for permit to trade. He states that 
Gen. B. granted him permit, to take effect whenever he 
pleased — and offered him Gunboats and soldiers. He 
declined such aid, preferring to make arrangements with 
Confederate authorities, which are now completed. That 
he promised to bring hither 5,000 bales cotton and sell them 
to Gen. Butler, at the market price. He insinuates that 
there is a further understanding between himself and Gen. 
Butler, but declines stating what it is. His agent’s name is 
Burden and his application (with list of cargo) is enclosed 
herewith, marked B. 
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Another application comes from Wui. Perkins and is 
enclosed herewith marked C\ 

E. H. ^Montgomery's vessels was stopped ])y me in Aew 
Canal on the 5th. October. Hh permit from Gov. Shepley 
and list of Cargo is enclosed herewith marked 7). 

All the vessels crossing the Lake sin<*e Se})t. 23rd. have 
had Gen. Shepley's pass. The inspector has furnished a 
list of them with their (‘argoes — which list is enclosed here- 
with^ marked SJ. 

After receiving copy of your regulations. 1 told Gen. But- 
ler that this trade gave aid and comfort to the enemy with- 
out beneht to the Gov't. — that it d(‘moralized the army — 
disgusted loyal citizens — and degraded the character of the 
Gov't. He smilingly assented — said it ought to be stopped — 
that he didn't see why Shepley granted such permits — and 
that he was going to visit Ship Island, and when he returned 
would see me about it again! 

The stringent blockade enhances prices in the Kebel States, 
and is a great thing for the military speculators of this 
Department — and their friends. 

I know of 5,000 sacks being sent to the enem^", and J 
think more than 10,00<) have been sent. 

I suppose your regulations (2Sth. Aug.) apply equally to 
the portion of the State within our lines — as well as to that 
under insurrectionary control. That supplies can be sent 
anywhere to a loyal citizen for his own use, but not to sell 
to rebels, and that I am to control the whole matter. If 1 
mistake please inform me. 

Most of this trade can be stopped, but I believe the pres- 
ent military authorities are so corrupt that they will take 
all means to make money. The amount of goods smuggled 
from this point to the enemy, has been trifling. Gen. But- 
ler has always been kind to me, and our personal relations 
are upon the most pleasant footing. He has great ability, 
great energy, shrewdness and activity, and industry, but he 
can never acquire a character here for disinterestedness. 
Man}" officers and soldiers want to go home, not wishing to 
risk their lives to make fortunes for others. 



326 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

(Private and Unofficial) 

New Orleans, October 16th^ 1862. 

Dear Sir: My last letter was in reference to trade with 
the enemy. 

After Gen, Butler s return from Pensacola — for the i3ur- 
pose of discussing the matter, Gen. B. asked me to his 
house, where I met also Gov. Shepley. In a long conver- 
sation, 1 stated to them fully my own views, and it was 
understood that there should be no more trade with the 
enemy — that no supplies of an}^ kind or in any quantity, 
should pass into insurrectionary districts not even supplies 
for loyal residents of such locality, because Guerillas would 
in most cases, take away such supplies for their own use. 

Gen. Butler and Gen. Sheple}^ each said, however, that 
he had given one permit to cross the Lake, not 3 ^et carried 
into effect. The goods were bought and vessels loaded, but 
that I had stopped them. It was insisted that these vessels 
should be allowed to proceed. I said that the permission 
of the Secretaiy of Treasury ought first to be obtained. 

The next morning Gen. Butler sent me the list of -cargo 
for the vessel, on the second leaf of which was endorsed his 
request that she be allowed to proceed. Gen. Shepley sent 
me a note to the same effect in regard to the other. A copy 
of the list of cargo, with Gen. Butler’s original endorsement 
on second leaf, is herewith enclosed, marked A. A copy of 
the list of cargo of second vessel, with Gen. Shepley’s note, 
is herewith enclosed, marked B. 

It is inexpedient that I should have a controversy with 
the military authorities, and I let these two vessels go, with 
the distinct understanding however, that nothing more was 
to go out. 

Gen. Butler’s permit was to Judge Morgan, a good Union 
man, who has lost much by the Eebellion. 

Gen. Shepley’s was to one Montgomery, who has pre- 
viously taken over, among other things, 1,200 sa(*ks salt. 
Gen. S. says he granted this permit at the earnest solicita- 
tion of Mr. Bouligny— formerly in Congress from this state, 
but now in Washington — and that Montgomery told him 
Bouligny was part owner of the cargo with him (Mont- 
gomery). 
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I think there will be no more of this trade, (jen. B. has 
always carried out (so far as I knowj the wi>hes of the Gov't, 
when distinctly made kiiow'n, and I believe he will fully 
carry out (in future) your view^s respecting this matter. 

Gen. B. has more brains and energy than any other three 
men in Xew Orleans. He does an immense amount of 
work, and does it well. He knows and controls everything' 
in this Department- I regret that it was necessary to write 
my last letter — or rather, that the statements therein made 
were facts. Besides, no other officer appreciates, like Gen. 
Butler, the importance of freeing and arming the colored 
people — and he is not afraid to do it. All the pro-slavery 
influence in this State cannot change him in this matter. 

When W eitzel's ex|Dedition (spoken of in a late letter) 
goes out, Gen. B will send the 1st- Colored Regiment right 
into the heart of the section of the country to })e taken. 
They will move nearly west from here, on the line of the 
Opelousas Raili'oad. I think the}' will do a great work. 
The expedition is expected to start in about two weeks. 
Late New York papers indicate the adoption of some plan 
for getting out cotton from Rebeldom. I hope it will not 
be done by means of trade with the enemy, which is objec- 
tionable for many reasons. 

It w^ill benefit the enemy ten times as much as the Gov- 
ernment — it demoralizes the army, who imagine themselves 
fighting for speculators — officers will be interested, directly 
or indirectly, in the trade, and they and other speculators, 
will wish the war prolonged for the sake of great profits — 
the Rebels will not keep their engagements nine cases out 
of ten — the rebels are terribly in want, and now' is the time 
to deprive them of supplies. There are other objections 
besides those enumerated. 

The greatest distress prevails in insurrectionary districts 
all around us. The Guerilla system injures Rebels more 
than the Government, and the people are becoming heartily 
tired of it. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, October ^7th^ 186^. 
Dear Sir: Gen. Weitzel left here three days ago, with 
five Regiments Infantry, four companies cavalry, and two 
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batteries. Their destination was Donaldsonville, about 
seventy miles up the River, where the Rebels were posted 
in force. I have just learned from a Captain of a transport, 
who has returned from there, that the landing was effected 
successfully. Considerable skirmishing took place, when 
the Rebels retreated, leaving a few killed and wounded, and 
also leaving two hundred prisoners in our hands, who were 
paroled and released. The rebels retreated to Napoleon- 
yiIle_(South of Donaldsonville), where it is supposed they 
will make a stand. The 1st. (colored) Regiment and Sth, 
Vermont, left here yesterday, marching in a direction nearly 
due west. Two days ago, Gunboats started for Berwick’s 
Bay, to take possession there. All these movements are 
parts of one and the same plan. I informed you. many dayn 
ago, of the departure of a portion of the Fleet, to attack 
and capture Galveston. They accomplished the object with- 
out loss. Gen. Butler will soon send a Regiment to occupy 
the town and Island. 

Seventy-three refugees from Texas have just arrived here 
from Matamoras, about one-third of whom are Germans — 
the remainder Americans. At my request Gen. Butler is 
organizing them into a company for Gov’t military service. 
Judge Davis, from Texas, is now here, and will receive 
authority to enlist and organize a full Texas Regiment. 
There will be no difficulty about this, as besides the com- 
pany here — ^three or four companies can be raised in Gal- 
veston. There are hundi’eds of refugees in the vicinity of 
Matamoras, anxious to join the army, for whom Gen. But- 
ler will send a steamer. You sav?- J udge Davis in Washing- 
ton. He is well and favorably known in Texas. 

Everything appears to be going on well here. 

Your regulations of Aug. 28th. throw upon me great 
labor and responsibility. I have informed you of my action 
and opinions, in the matter, and would like to know if I 
have made any mistake. 

I know of but one fault to be found with Gen. Butler. 
He has (in my opinion) been altogether too willing to per- 
mit his friends to make fortunes. 

I hope you have completely recovered from your illness, 
of which mention was made in the New York papers. 
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{'Private) 

Smv Orleans. 37//*. 1862 . 

Dear Sir: Four days ago. General Butler >ho^\ed me the 
letter he had just received from 3 'oli, conceriiing th(' sp(M-u- 
latioiLs of Col. Butler, and trade with the enemv. In my 
opinion, it was the right method of effecting a desirable 
object. The Creneral [sic] pleased to talk to me confiden- 
tially. He says that his brother's g-ains have been less than 
Two Hundred Thousand — that he has done only a legitimate 
business — that without ])eing interested he assisted his 
])rother at first with his (the CfeiTFs) credit — and that Col. 
Butler will close his business as quickly as possible and go 
home. He also said that some of his officers had engaged in 
speculations.^ but only in a proper manner. 

For one thing Col. Butler deserves <‘redit. Many^sugar 
plantations were abandoned. Col. B. bought the standing 
crop of a large plantation for S25.0O0, hired negToes at a 
fair rate per day— and will make a thousand hogsheads of 
sugar this year, from this one planttition. I say he deserves 
credit, as being the first man bold and enterprising enough 
to undertake the raising of a large crop of sugar by Free 
labor — which, a little while ago, was slave labor — in opposi- 
tion to the Southern idea, long established, that Sugar and 
Cotton can l)e successfully raised only by compulsory labor. 
I lately visited this plantation, which is a few miles below 
the City, and never saw negroes work with more energy and 
industry. This single experiment refutes theories which 
Southern leaders have labored, for years, to establish. The 
crops of four or five other plantations down the river, and 
some above the City, were subsequently i:)ui’chased by other 
persons and are conducted with the same success. The abo- 
lition of Slavery by whatever means accomplished, instead 
of destroying, will increase and invigorate labor. 

I think there will not again, be any ground of complaint 
against Gen. Butler, for his toleration of speculators. 
Nothing objectionable has been permitted since the receipt 
of your regulations of August 28th. He is a man not to be 
spared from the country’s service. I suppose he was a Pro- 
slaverj^ man before the war, but he has since become the 
opposite. And nearly all real Union men from the South 
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are Anti-Slavery, of whom Hon. A. J. Hamilton is a good 
representative. 

The expedition to The Lafourche has been entirely suc- 
cessful. The whole country from here to Berwick's Baj^ 
and up as far as Donaldson ville, is in our possession. There 
was a short, sharp light, and the undertaking was accom- 
plished. Gen. Butler's Gun-boats did not reach Berwick 
in time to cut oflF the retreat — having got aground on the 
bar — and so the greater part of the enemy escaped. 

These gunboats are four. Gen. Butler made three of 
them out of old Eiver boats — iron plated them with plating 
designed for rebel gunboats, and, drawing but little water, 
they are of great service. 

The inhabitants of LaFourche are thoroughly subju- 
gated, ^nd express a desire for peace on an}’’ terms. They 
take the oath of allegiance voluntarily. The negroes every- 
where flocked to the army, as to their deliverers, and manj" 
of the plantations were entirely deserted. Gen. Butler says 
they are free forever, but he has ordered them (I under- 
stand) back to their plantations to work there for proper 
compensation. This is the only method of providing for 
them at present. The situation of this country (Lafourche) 
is such that it is not probable the rebels will ever regain it. 
It is much to be regretted that Gen. B. has not more troops 
here. With 35,000 more, he could accomplish great things. 
If the enemy is attacked from the South, he will no longer 
think of invading Kentucky and Missouri, but turn South- 
ward to protect the Gulf states. 

The two colored regiments guard the railroad from here to 
Berwick. They have done well, and accomplished all that 
has been given them to do. About one year ago, the col- 
ored Eeg’t. was ordered out to escort the Yankee prisoners 
through the City, though the order was subsequently coun- 
termanded. A few days ago, a company of the same Reg’t. 
marched into the City having under guard about twenty 
guerillas, whom they had captured. It seemed a just retri- 
bution. 

The company officers of this first Reg’t. are educated 
men, and each speaks at least two languages. Gen. B. will 
soon give his colored troops a chance to show themselves. 
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He designs uttacking* Port HucKon. a strong positi<jn on the 
River. 

The third colored Reg't. is full and will .soon ]>e in the 
held. I urged upon General B. the propriety of arming all 
the able bodied negroes in LaFourehe, for they 'vrould will- 
ingly consent to it. He is undoubtedly in favor of it, ])ut 
has not arms. He has collected in the City, smooth bore 
muskets enough for three more Reg'ts. . but his supply will 
then be exhausted. This will be six colored Regiments. I 
fear the Government will not act decidedly, as to the army 
of negroes, until the rebels take the wind out of our sails, 
])y arming them for the Rebel side. 

The Rebels have found a new supply of salt. It is on an 
Island formed by a bayou, half way between Vermilion Bay 
and New Iberia, which island is called Petit A/ise on the 
map I sent you. It is forty or fift}" miles west of Berwick, 
and about ten miles inland, but the Bayou is navigable for 
Gunboats. The suppH of salt is large, and wagons are 
hauling it to Mississippi and Alabama. Gen. Butler will 
take measures to destroy the works at once — or as soon as 
possible. 

Texas Refugees have, at different times, reached this 
City. I proposed to Gen. Butler, that a Texas RegT. of 
mounted Rifles be organized, at the same time suggest- 
ing the method of doing it. He adopted the plan. Judge 
Davis, of Corpus Christi, is selected as Colonel, and Mr. 
Stancel (Inspector in this Custom House) as Lieut. Col. 
The first company is mustered in — composed entirely of 
refugees — and two more are started. They will go to Gal- 
veston-, where many persons will join — and a steamship will 
be sent to the Rio Grande, to bring oft* the Refugees who 
are at, or near, Matamoras. A full regiment can easily be 
raised. Perhaps the news recH. here, of the expedition to 
Texas under Gen. Banks, will interfere with the plan, but 
I hope not. 

The whole country west of the Mississippi, can be subju- 
gated in one campaign. Should this be accomplished, the 
Southern Confederacy would never be formidable, in case 
of its independence being established by Foreign interfer- 
ence, or by other means. 
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(Private) 

New Orleans, JS^ovember '28th^ 1862. 

Dear Sir: I have frequently conversed with Gend. But- 
ler about an expedition to Texas, and since it was known 
here that Gen. Banks was to command the expedition, I have 
had two or three conversations with him. The General evi- 
dently expected that this expedition would be under his 
command, and now thinks that Gen. Banks should report to 
him and act under his orders — for the following reasons. 

1st. Because Ship Island is an inconvenient and, for ship- 
ping, a dangerous rendezvous. Most of the Steam vessels 
from New York would be unable to enter the Texas harbors. 
Gen. Butler would put the troops on board his own light 
draught steamers, and wait just in the mouth of the river 
until fair weather permitted him to run to Galveston in 18 
hours. The troops from the sailing vessels could be landed 
here and the vessels return home, thus saving expense, while 
a few trips of the General's steamers would convey all the 
troops to the Texas coast. 

2nd. Gen. Butler’s troops are acclimated — well disci- 
plined — have all been under tire, and the weak and sickly 
have all been weeded out. Gen. Banks troops will be new 
and undisciplined, etc. Gen. ’ Butler would retain the new 
troops here and send to Texas an equal number of his veter- 
ans, who would form a far more effective force than new 
troops and not liable to be weakened by sickness. 

3rd. A large army could be accommodated in the City 
with greater ease and comfort than upon Shij) Island. 

4th. This point is the most convenient depot for supply- 
ing Quartermaster and Commissary’s stores to Gen. Banks 
in Texas, and beef and other supplies to be obtained in Texas 
are most needed here. 

5th. When the rebel army retreats from Vicksburg and 
Port Hudson, they may go west to Texas and crush Gen. 
Banks’ force. This ean be prevented by cooperating from 
this point and cutting them off by taking Shreveport (on 
Red River) — and this co operation can be efficient only hj 
unity of counsel and command. 

6th. The General has prepared four or five iron-clad gun- 
boats, — the only strong boats on the Gulf coast, capable of 



LETTEES lE^-RCm BEZSriSO:^' TO CHASE. 


3eS3 


operating advantageously in the shallow bays and bayous 
of Texas. 

Such are the reasons I have collected why Geii. Butler 
should have command, or rather, why Gen. Banks should 
report to him. These reasons come from Gen. Butler him- 
self. Perhaps others could be given, and perhaps these 
already stated are not weighty. I thought it proper, at an3" 
rate, to state them to you. Gen. Butler says the above plan 
would advance the expedition thirh'days. Of course, I am 
ignorant of Gen. Banks' plan of operations. Intelligent 
Texans now here, think the capture of the town of Houston 
should be the first object. This is the center of railroads 
and (they say) the controlling position (in military sense) of 
the state. The slave poxEilation is large in that part of the 
state, and if employed, would prove a source of 

great weakness to the Rebels. 

P. S. I do not know whether Gen. Butler or Gen. Banks 
is the ranking officer. I have written this letter only that 
you might be informed of Gen. Butler’s opinions. He will 
soon send troops to Galveston. 


(Private) 

New Orleaks, jSfooeQiihei^ 186^2- 

Dear Sir: — I thank you for ^"our kind letter of the 14th 
inst. Whenevei' it is deemed expedient to put another in 
the place now occupied b}^ me, I should like to be made Sur- 
veyor, as you suggest. 

Naturally it will be a little painful to occupy the second 
place in this Custom House where I have so long been first — 
which I cannot help regarding as, in some sort, created by 
myself in the midst of great difficulties and in the face of 
man}" obstacles — now that the great labor is done and the 
road is becoming smooth and easy. But that is of little 
moment and the President and yourself are the only proper 
judges of what is desirable and expedient. 

I cannot recompense your constant kindness to me, except 
by endeavoring to deserve its continuance. 

Now that it seems definitely settled that an old resident of 
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Kew Orleans is to be made Collector, I can, with propriety, 
speak to yon without reserve upon this, as I always have on 
all other subjects. In the organization and management of 
the Custom House, such satisfaction has been given here, . 
that, I have no doubt, I could have secured the appointment 
of Collector for myself, bad I employed the usual arts of 
o£5ce-seekers. Such a course would have been unworthy of 
myself and a betrayal of the confidence you placed in me — 
and therefore when prominent Union men offered to use 
their influence in my favor, their offers were declined. 

Mr. Bullitt is an old resident of this City, and is well 
known here as an honest and kind gentleman — thoroughl}" 
loyal — and possessing pleasant social qualities. I have, how- 
ever, frequently heard Union men express two objections to 
his appointment, of w^hich the first was that he possessed 
hardly ordinary business capacity. 

The second objection is as follows. Soon after the capture 
of the City, a few noble men undertook to arouse and organ- 
ize the Union sentiment. Among these were Mr. Flanders, 
Judge Heistand, Judge Howell, Mr. Fernandez and others. 
It was not then a pleasant thing to he a Union man, nor a 
leader in such an undertaking. Their families were slighted 
and themselves isolated. They persevered — called meetings, 
made speeches— organized Union associations — Union home 
guards, etc. These men have borne the heat and burden of 
the day and have redeemed this City. The result of their 
efforts was apparent the other night at the great Union 
meeting at St. Charles Theater,^ when the thousands of 
members of the numerous associations were cheei-ing Abra- 
ham Lincoln and Gen. Butler. All this time Mr. Bullitt, 
instead of being here to help, was in Washington looking 
after the loaves and fishes — and found them. For thus, Mr. 
Bullitt’s appointment is not popular. Mr. Bouligny has 
also been much blamed for pursuing the same course. 

In the Union movement in this City I am sorry to say that 
Mr. Randell Hunt and Mr. Roselius have stood aloof — 
especially the former. On the other hand Mr. Durant, Mr. 

a On November 14 Military Grovernor Shepley issued a call for the election of raem- 
bers of Congress on December 3. This Union meeting was held on the 16th of 
November. 
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Flanders and Mr. Rozier have done all that men could do. 
Mr. Durant and Mr. Rosier [Rozier] are both natives of this 
State, and are regarded as two of the best lawyers in Louisi- 
ana. If Senators are appointed by Gov. Shepley. Mr. 
Durant will probably be one, and perhaps Mr. Rozier the 
other. 

•The election of Representatives to Congress occurs on the 
third December. Two will be elected — one from each of 
the two Congressional Districts in our possession. The 1st. 
Dist. includes the lower half of the City and the country on 
this side of the River down to the Gulf. The 2nd. Dist. 
includes the upper half of the City and the country above 
and the Lafourche. In this 2nd. Dist. the candidates are 
Mr. Durell, Dr. Cottman and Judge Morgan. I believe they 
are all good men, but I can form no opinion as to the prob- 
able results of the election. 

In the lower (1st. Con. Dist.) the candidates are Mr. 
Bouligny and Mr. Flanders. Mr. Bouligiiy will have the 
whole Creole vote and but little more. This creole popula- 
tion is valuable only for their votes. They are half disloyal, 
but took the oath to avoid confiscation. They feel but little 
attachment to the Government, somewhat more to the South- 
ern Confederacy — but most of all, to Napoleon III. Unfor- 
tunately this population is large in Bouligny’s District. 

Mr. Flanders is the candidate of the Union Association. 
He did not want to run but it was urged upon him. Politi- 
cally Mr. F. is an Abolitionist, but not of the blood-thirsty 
kind. I hope for his election. The whole real Union senti- 
ment is in his favor. If he goes to Washington, he will let 
a little daylight into the darkened minds of Pro-slavery 
Democrats. 

As an evidence of the progress of ideas I mention a re- 
markable resolution passed unanimously by the Union As- 
sociation recentl 3 % in the lower part of the City — which was 
to the eflect — that all loyal men, of proper age, who had 
taken the oath of allegiance — should be allowed to vote at 
this coming election. This meant negroes. Members of 
the Association said that a black man, who was carrying 
a musket for the Gov’t, deserved to vote — much more 
than secessionists who had sworn allegiance to save their 
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property. It seems to me, that this is too much in advance of 
the times. The virtuous Seymour and VanBuren have a 
good deal to say about Eadicals. What would they say of 
the Union men of the South? I will inform you of the 
result of the election, as soon as possible after it is decided. 

The expedition to the salt works (spoken of in my last) 
failed. The Grunboats could not get up the Bayou, and the 
troops could not pass through the swamps. They will have 
to be taken from New Iberia. 

The affairs of the DepT. of the Gulf, are managed with 
entire honesty, so far as I can perceive. At any rate no 
trade of any kind with the enemy is permitted. The pres- 
sure for permission to renew the trade, has been very great. 
One man offerred me $50,000 cash, for permission to take 
salt across the Lake. A sack of salt was worth here $1.25 — 
across the Lake, $60. to $100. A thousand sacks would be 
worth $60,000, with which cotton could be bought for 10 
cts. per pound and brought here and sold for 60 cts. So 
that one cargo would be a great fortune. Another man 
wanted to bring here several thousand bales cotton, but 
must take back stores. He would give me one fourth of all 
the cotton brought hither, and there were many other cases — 
but they make these offers with such skill that it is impos- 
sible to get any legal hold on them. I don’t know how 
many off'ers would have been made, if I had been suspected 
to be of easy virtue. People here think if a man has a 
chance to make money, however dishonorably — that he will 
avail himself of it, of course. I again express the hope that 
no trade of any kind, with the enemy, will be authorized 
from Washington. 


New Orleans, DeGevibev 186%. 
Dear Sir: The mail is about to close and 1 write in 
haste, to inform you of the result of the election. 

In the 1st. Con. District, Mr. Flanders is elected by an 
overwhelming majority. His only competitor was Mr. 
Bouligny. So far as returns are known Mr. Flanders re- 
ceived more than ten times as many votes as Mr. Bouligny. 
You already know as much of Mr. Flanders as 1 can tell 
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you. He expects to .start for Wa^biii^’tuii hy the next 
steamer. 

In the other fi^nd.) Congressir^uil I)i>trict, the candidate's 
were Durell. Plahn. Barker, and (freathou'^e. Dr. Cott- 
man having withdrawn his name ])y re<piest {ord<‘rO of 
Gen. Butler, and Hr. Hahn took his place."' 

Hr. Hahn is elected by a good majority. lie was an 
original and continuous Union man, and is understood to 
be unconditional in his loyalty. Durell was unfortunately 
the candidate of the Union Association — unfortunately, for 
he is not popular and many members voted for Hahn, 
against whom I know of no olijections. 

Enclosed is an accountof Hr. Hahn, piildishcd this morn- 
ing which is correct so far as it goes. 

I do not understand wdiy Dr. Cottmann was prevented 
from continuing to be a candidate — ))y Gen. Butler. He 
would certainly have been elected and is a good and very 
popular man, who has suftered much, for the •‘Confeder- 
ates" have destroyed his plantations. J understand he 
intends visiting Washington soon, Avhen he will probably 
explain the matter. 

The result of the election seems to me to lie veiy satis- 
factory. A good vote was cast; considering the number of 
men Gen. Butler has enlisted, & the number Avho are absent 
vrith the rebel army. 


«The vote was. 

First district: 

B. F. Flaiideis ‘J, 370 

All others 273 


2, 643 

Second district. 

M. F. Hahn 2, 790 

Judge Durell 1,458 

Barker 453 

Greathou.se 357 

Scattering 50 

5,117 


(House Eeports, Thirty-seventh Congress, Tliird session, Xo. 22 i 
On the floor of the House, Represen tiitive Dawes, of Massachusetts, chairman of the 
Committee on Elections, represented that one candidate withdrew because he was sus- 
pected of disloyalty. ( Congros.sif)nal Globe, February 9, 18(!3.) 

On Dr Cottman <*f. April 30, 1S63, also letters i<dlovniig, also November 5, 1863. 
Messrs. Hahn and Flanders were admitted and took the oath ot oflice, the former 
on February 17, and the latter on February 23, 1863. The Thirty-seventh Congress 
expired on March 3, 1863. 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 
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( Cnofficialj 

New Orleaxs, D('cemljer lOfh^ 1862, 

Dear Sir: I send this letter hr Mr. Flanders who leaves 
to-day for ‘WashingtoiR and suggest that you talk fully with 
him concerning affairs here. I mean military and political 
affairs, with which he is quite familiar. You can rely per- 
fectly on the h-drgrJfij of Mr. F. An occurrence has just 
taken place which causes me to feel much indignation and 
some (Fagrin. 

Col. Butler has three or four men in his employ who 
manage his ])iisiness for him. The princii^al one is a Mr. 
Wyer. Sonn^ days ago Myer loaded a vessel for Mata- 
moras. She was loaded in the New Basin, and when she 
got into the Lake, ran into Pontchitoula. 

This information reached me two days ago and since then 
I have been inve’stigating the matter and am satistied that 
it was a predetermined plan to take the cargo to Fontchi- 
toula for the rebels, instead of going to jMatamoras. I am 
also satisfied that Col. Butler was the sole owner of the c‘argo. 

The vessel was the Schooner ‘^‘L. L. Davis'\ i)i5 tons bur- 
den, and 500 sacks salt was the greater portion of her cargo. 
This is worth in Rebeldom the astonishing price of ^$150. 
per sack. Cotton could be bought there at not more than 
15 cts. per pound and delivered at some j)oint on the 
Mississippi whence it could be brought hithe]*. Near Mata- 
moras, salt is abundant and cheap. I expressed astonish- 
ment to YAer when he cleared the vessel, that he should 
send salt to that port, but he 2^retend(Kl to have information 
that he could get a good iirice for it. 

I have just been to see Greii. Buth^r and laid the whole 
matter before him with statement of proof that the Davis” 
was loaded with intention to run the blockade. J cannot 
give this statement in one letter, but it is sufScient to say 
that Gen. Butler expressed himself iicrfectlj" satisfied that 
such was the intention. I then told him I believed Col. 
Butler was the owner of the cargo — & gave my reasons. 

Gen. Butler assures me he will immediately investigate 
the matter thoroughly & if Col. Butler or those associated 
with him, are interested in the operation, he & they shall 
instantly leave the Department of the Gulf. He manifested 
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indignation ^chich I eaiinot believe feigned, judging 
from hi.'f appearance. I am confident I c-aii ]>ring forward 
sufiicient proof to convince any lione.st Jury that the ve.s.sel 
is Col. Butler's and that he intended to take tin* cargo to 
Rebels. This statement I intend to make to Gen. Butler 
to-morrow morning, so that, if he 2>lease. he can fiermit me 
to collect and present the evidence. 

Yesterday I had a long conversation with Admiral Far- 
ragut who holds the same ot^inion regarding this matter as 
myself. 

The Gunboat at the mouth of Xew Canal, is the *'Xew 
London," commanded by Caj^t. Read (Lieut. Command- 
ing). I am afraid he will be made to suffer — but it would 
be very unjust, for he was not deficient in vigilance, and is 
an honest and faithful officer. I am more in fault than he 
is, for I allowed myself to lie deceived — though any man 
however vigilant, would have been deceived in the same 
manner. 

I shall re 2 )ort to you 2 >rom 2 )tly this progress and result 
of the investigation. Please excuse the hasty manner in 
which I am obliged to write. 

P. S. Pontchitoula is in the northern jmrt of Lake Pont- 
chartrain — somewhat inland. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, iJecemhe/* 17th. 1H6^B. 

Dear Sir: Gen. Banks and staff arrived here on the 
evening of Sunday the 14th, and he assumed command of 
the Depai’tment of the Gulf yesterday. Enclosed is Gen. 
Butler’s final order — and Gen. Banks’ order on assuming 
command. 

I endeavor to ascertain how this change is received here 
and the result of my inquiries and observations is very satis- 
factoiy. Probably those most intimately connected with 
Gen. Butler, regret the change, and many of the loyal citi- 
zens express a fear that the new administration of affairs, 
will lack the vigor and ability of the former. Some also, 
think that injustice has been done Gen. Butler in removing 
him from a command where he has succeeded so admirably. 
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But the general expression is one of sat isf action. The fact 
is, that the extensive commercial proceedings which were 
tolerated (to sa}' the least) by the former Commanding Gen- 
eral, have created a general disgust. The public opinion 
was fixed, that these transactions were for Gen. Butler s 
own benefit, and the dissatisfaction on this account was 
intense. Gen. Butler has alwa 3 ^s been vervkind to me, and 
assisted me whenever asked & I feel very grateful to him. 
But yet I believe the change is a good one. I was intend- 
ing to write to 3 "ou b^^ this mail, giving considera])le infor- 
mation about speculations here, but it is now unnecessary — 
& I suppose all such evils will be speedily corrected. 

I have seen Gen. Banks but once, hut by his invitation 
am to meet him to-da^" or to-morrow, for the purpose of 
giving him all the information in my possession. I shall 
endeavor to keep you promptl}: informed of evoiything 
transpiring here. Gen. Banks’ troops have arrived in large 
numbers. I do not know whether all have come. It is not 
certainh" known wh\" Gen. Butler wuis removu^d. Some sa^- 
it is on account of demands of F ranee — others that it is on 
account of sxieculatious— others that it isowing to rei)resen- 
tations of Admiral Farragut. 

I have learned that little more in regard to the Schooner 
L. Davis” which run into Fontchitoula. Gen. Butler 
believes that I am satisfied tliat Col. Butler had nothing to 
do with it. I am not so satisfied. Gen. Butler says ho has 
ascertained that a prominent officer (1 suspect he refers to 
Col. French — Pro. Marshal) loaded the vessel in good faith 
for Matamoras and that the captain ran away from him. 
I do not now know whether the evidence taken down will 
be sent to Washington. 1 think 1 shall lay the whole mat- 
ter before General Banks. 

I want some money. Three hundred Dollars in gold, 
which I brought with mo, and a few hundred dollars since 
received by your order, have l)cen sufficient to pay my 
expenses but is now consumed. I transmit to-day an official 
receipt for 125,000 legal tender notes, which have just arrived 
to pay expenses of the office. About ny own pay I wrote to 
you Oct. 10 th. I shall not pay rnysclf out of the $25,000. 
for the fact is, I never really understood what m 3 " compen- 
sation is. 
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(Private^ 

New Okleax>. /a /■.////;. /• a;/v7. J.iOJ. 

r)EAE Siii: Since the date of my la^t letter no important 
cbano’es have occurred. The policy of Gen. Baiik> \< not 
vet made public. Gen. Butler leavers to-morrow, and prob- 
ably, immediately after Ids departure. Gen. Banks will issue 
new orders and proclai^iations. At his re([ue\st I matured 
and submitted to him a plan for inducing the shipment of 
produce from the country to this City, and for furnishing 
abundant supplies to those living within our lines — in such 
a manner however, that each individual can protect his own 
interests, and there will be full security against improper 
disposition of whatever is received ])v him. The General 
approved the plan and will adopt it. By it producers and 
consumers will lie i^rotected from the arts of specidators 
and interference of otBcdals. 1 will inform you of the de- 
tails whenever the order appears adopting the plan, which 
will bo very soon. 

1 do not know your opinions and wishes concerning’ Gen. 
Butler, but it is certain that his removal gives great satis- 
faction to all classes —including officers, soldiers and citi- 
zens. The liostility to him is almost entirely on account of 
commercial atfairs. About this, I have written to you fre- 
quently. It does seem to me that many and serious wrongs 
have been permitted in this Department. 

Gen. Banks desires that trade should be restricted as little 
as possible — provided nothing goes beyond our lines, and 
he will effect it, I think. The military commissions^ — a cor- 
rupt concern — has ceased its operations — not to recommence 
them, I hope. 

Gen. Banks tells me lie intends to organize more negro 
regiments. Those now in the service are just as efficient 
for fighting or an}" other purpose — as any white regiments. 

The colored population fear the President will revoke his 
proclamation. Threats of insurrection are frequent — in 
case the proclamation should not be made effective on the 
1st. January. 

After the River is opened, the whole country west of the 

«This commission was appointed November 9, 1862, General Orders, No, 91, to 
administer upon sequestered property in the La Pourche district of Louisiana. Cf. 
letter of January 8, 1863. 
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ilississippi can he conquered in ninety days. not do 

it and make it free soil at once. Slavery is there dead for- 
ever, and the Mississippi Eiver -will be a convenient 'western 
boundary to the institution for the few years that it will 
continue to exist in the remaining* Slave States. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, Decenibet^ Q6tli^ 1862. 

Dear Sir: The mail has just arrived and 1 see that, among 
other charges, Gen. Butler is accused of interfering in 
various ways with the Custom House, to the great injury of 
commerce. 

Gen. Butler has interfered with the Custom House in four 
instances, but not more. 

1st. He ordered me not to permit the shipment of specie 
and plate, without his written consent to each shipment. His 
object was to prevent property liable to confiscation, ])eing 
removed from the country. The Prussian Bark, Essex,"’ 
had received on board several large cases of silver — and by 
Gen. Butler's orders, I refused a cleai’ance until these cases 
were delivered up. Thej" were delivered up, and clearance 
was then granted. 

2nd. Gen. B. took possession of about $2,000. worth of 
printer's jiaper in the warehouse, for his ofiicial newspaper, 
^^The Delta" — on the ground that it w^as a military necessity. 

3rd. He took possession of forty barrels of brandy 
(imported two or three years ago) for hospital purposes — as 
a military necessity. 

4th. He took possession of ten bales of blankets for hos- 
pital purpose, as a military necessity. 

In each of the last three instances, I have his written 
order to deliver up the articles to the officer presenting the 
order — and in each he settled, I suppose, with the owners of 
the articles. Except in the above instances, Gen. Butler 
has not interfered with the Custom House business. I make 
this statement for your information. 

I send you a paper containing Gen. Butler’s farewell 
address, and Gen. Banks’ proclamation concerning the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation. Each article explains itself. From 



LETII^K^ FROM DEXIX 1 <> < fL\<K. 84^> 

appoarunces, I jiuloo that Gtai. Ikitlei* inttaaG tu join tha 
extreme rarli(‘alr>. a> the Deino<*ratie paptON t«*rni the only 
party which (a'< it >eenis to iiit*) appreciate^ tht.^ position. 
The Texas men are hitterh" disappoint(‘d that thtw cannot 
invade Texas at once, and think oTPatiuju.sti(‘e has he(mdont‘ 
them. It seems to me that the thorough opening of the river 
is of most consequence just now — afttu* whicdi the whole 
Southwest falls easily. Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas are 
pretty w’ell drained of men, hut full of corn and cattle. The 
Rebels would like to retreat thither, 1)ut if the river is opened 
at once, they will he forced back toward, or into. Alabama. 
With the loss of the Three Southwestern states, the re])els 
lose one-half their material resources. The\" could nut })reak 
through the line of defence ( Mississip]:^! River) to i*e(*over it. 
In no other way can the Confederate cause he so much 
injured, with so little expenditure on the part of the GovT. 
of men, time and iiione 3 \ The Arkansas, White and Red 
Rivers and, in Louisiana, various bayous, enable Gunboats to 
pcmetrate in all directions to the heart of the countrv. Fifty 
thousand men, together with the Union forces now in 
Arkansas ancLatEl Paso (Texas), would he full}" able to 
accomplish this in two or three months, after the oi^ening 
of the river — and })r(>vide(l Emancipation attended the 
march, success would be absolutely^ certain. Louisiana is 
virtually" subdued already- and wishes herself })ack in the 
Union. I hope Gen. Banks will adopt some such plan as the 
above and have told him so. Lest he might mistake my 
political position, 1 took the first opportunity to tell him 
also, what my- opinions were, particularly in regard to 
Slavery. 

According to the best information I can get — the rebels 
have at Vicksburg 12,000 men — at Jackson (and Grenada), 
10,000— & at Port Hudson, 20,000. The men are said to be 
deserting very fast. Port Hudson is twenty miles above 
Baton Rouge and is said to be much stronger than Vicks- 
burg. Many believe that to be the point (instead of Vicks- 
burg) where the great fight will he. 

Our troops are fnoving up to Baton Rouge, where perhaps 
20,000 have already arrived. All the old (ButleUs) regi- 
ments will probably be sent up. I should judge that the 
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attack on Port Hudson would take place in about ten days. 
Gren. Banks is expected to command in person. 

Mobile is not fortitied with such strength as is represented 
by Southern accounts. The Eebel gunboats there are of 
very little account. I have just seen a reliable (white) man 
who escaped from there five weeks ago. Admiral P'arragut 
can take the place whenever he chooses. 

Please do not authorize more oflicers for the Appraiser’s 
Department, to be sent here from New York. One, Mr. 
Paulson, appointed l>y 3"our ordei\ has just arrived. He is 
one too much. I understand still another is to come. I 
want to keep down expenses, and this expense is entirely 
unnecessary. Mr. Sarjeant did wrong in making such repre- 
sentations as he did to you, concerning the want of Exam- 
iners here. 


(Private) 

New OiiLEANS, Jamumj 1863, 

Dear Sir: Everything remains nearly as when I last 
wrote. Troops have been moving up to Baton Rouge, and 
the whole army and navy here, arc occupied in preparations 
for advancing on Port Hudson. It will certainly be cap- 
tured when attacked, and according to the best information 
I can collect, the attack will be made in about twelve days. 
Gen. Banks seems disposed to occupj’- himself more with 
military and less with civil and commercial affairs than Gen. 
Butler did. He does not yet communicate his intentions to 
me so freely as Gen. Butler did. 

Two regiments of infantry and a battery have gone to 
Galveston, to occupy that Island. I have laid before Gen. 
Banks a plan for the capture of Brownsville, opposite Mat- 
amoras on the Rio Grande. The occupation of this place is 
becoming of great consequence, on account of the great 
trade at that point with the Rebel states. Gen. Hamilton 
urges the project, and Gen. Banks seems to regard it 
favorable. 

Gen. Hamilton asks for five thousand men. The 1st. 
Texas regiment (only 200 or 300 in number) accompanied 
the other two regiments to Galveston. Gen. Hamilton is 
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Still here unci will proba])ly remuhi until tlie expedition goes 
to Brownsville. I suppose great <'oniplaiiit> will ]»e made 
of Gen. Butler when he gets Xortli. You may he -are that 
Gen. Butler deserves well of the country and Government — 
and I ]>elieve he did no bad thing, except permitting his 
brother and other friends to make large sums of monev — 
dishonoraldy, as I think. All the other accusations against 
him. which I have seen, are not true. 

1 do not think Gen. Butler sent to YAshington the evi- 
dence respecting the schooner which run into Pontchitoula. 
He said the testimony would be presented to the witnesses 
for signature, ])ut this has not been done. 

Statements are in circulation here that \a)u and Mr. Sew- 
ard have resigned. In respect to yourself, I can truly stiy 
that the report is received ))y all with regret. When I say 
7>i/ aJl^ I mean the pu])lic generally. 

I have sent to you to-day a bill of lading for $195,000.00 
shipped to John J, Cisco, in a(*cordau(*e with your instruc- 
tions. 

(Private) 

New Orleans, Jundcn^ij 8fh^ 1863, 

Dear Sir: A disaster has occurred at Galveston, similar 
to that near Fortress Monroe when the Cumberland and 
Congress were destined. 

The re])els under Magruder, came down from Houston 
with four boats (steam) protected by cotton bales. At the 
same time, a land force, estimated from 3,000 to 7,000 
crossed the bridge to the Island and occupied Galveston. 
This occurred about one or two o’clock on the morning of 
Jan, 1st. Al)oiit 3 o'clock an attack was made l)y land and 
water on the Gunboats — which wore in the narrow channel 
within musket shot of the shore. The '^Harriet Lane" 
run into a rebel ])oat and sunk her, but ))ecame entangled in 
the wreck and could not get off. She was carried by board- 
ing and capturi^d. Loss than twent 3 " of her men are sup- 
posed to survive (out of 130). The Westfield (Flag Ship) 
was agx’ound. Commodore Renshaw sent olff to the other 
vessels all the men and officers except eight or ten, and 
then blew up the vessel and himself with her. He did 
not intend to destroy himself, })iit the magazine took fire 
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iinexi^ecteclly, just as he was escaping*. Two huiidrecl and 
lifty men of a ilassachusetts regiment (infantiy only) were 
posted in the town, and were all captured or killed. Th(‘ 
Gunboats had previous notice of the attack, and there must 
have ])een negligence on the part of the officers. Our loss 
is — Harriet Lane'" captured, ])ut believed to ])e too nuudi 
injured to ])e tit for sea for some time. 

The Westfield'' ])lbwn up. 

Two sailing vessels loaded with coal for the navy. 

A])out 4-00 men killed or taken jn'isoners. 

All the other vessels (two were Gunboats) escaped. The 
fight lasted from three o'clock until 10 A. M. 

Admiral Farragut, on receipt of the ruuvs, immediabdy 
dispatched several vessels to Galveston, which wdll set 
things right again, I hope. The 1st. Texas KegT., Col. 
Davis, arrived, after the capture, on the S. Ship Cum])ria/' 
and narrowly escaped capture. The reg't. numlxu’s about 
200 men, who have all returned here. 

The condition of things here does not seem to me to })e 
very satisfactory — but Gen. Banks has not Ixhui here hnig 
enough to determine the prospect of imjn-ovement. 

I think Gen. Banks lacks decision. WTth one or two 
exceptions, his staff are not men of a])ility. He seems to 
favor the policj’- of conciliation — which policy is weak and 
will always be unsuccessful. I can hardly get him to 
express an opinion — or if he does, it does not seem to be an 
earnest conviction. Secessionists grow more defiant and 
Union men despondent. This, I hope, and think, will ])e 
changed. I believe ho is thoroughly honest, and he already 
has effected much good by putting down swindlers and army 
speculators. Gen. Butler’s military commission (Gen. 
Orders No. 91) did an immense amount of mischief and 
injustice. Gen. Butler is an extraordinary man, but did 
very wrong in all things connected with internal trade. I 
have frequently heard Union men say they wished he was 
President, for though he would make millions for himself 
during the first three months, he would finish the war in 
three months more. 

Gen. Banks has a very difficult position, for he comes 
here a stranger and four weeks at least are necessary for 
him to become informed of the situation. 
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The Gorernineut can this war in tweh'e inojitlis — 

in one way and in only one. Arm the neo-roes. I am })er-- 
fectly satistiecl it must l>e done. ^Yliy delay it^ It can ])e 
done here without throwing the border states into a fever. 
Here and in S. Carolina and not well elsewhere. I called 
upon Gen. Banks this morning and urged the matter on his 
attention, as I have often done before. He agreed with me 
that the WRr could be finished in that way, ])ut seems afraid 
of taking the responsibility. I wish I could assume the 
responsibilit}" for him. I would suggest that you wTute me 
a letter to be shown to Gen. Banks, giving your opinion of 
the ex|3edieiKW of raising negro troops, and stating how such 
a step will be regarded by the Administration. If he is 
assured in this manner that the Government will approve, 
perhaps he will enlist the negroes. There are at least :20,0(Xj 
black men within our lines who will make good and willing- 
soldiers, 50,000 more can he raised west of the Mississippi 
as our arnyy advances. 

The three colored regiments already organized, have peti- 
tioned Gen. Banks to be put in the front rank at Port Hud- 
son, that they may have a chance of removing the stigma of 
alleged cowardice from their race, and vindicate their rights 
and abilities as soldiers. I urge him to grant their request, 
but do not know what he will do a])out it. The negroes all 
say they can finish the war if the GovT. will give them a 
chance. By no other means is success certain. Why delay it 'i 

If it had not been for speculations in the sugar crops, 
Gen. Butler would have raised more regiments, but the men 
were wanted on the plantations to take off the crops. 

Our last dates from the North are of the 20th. Decem})er. 
It is rumored that Gen. Butler may go into the Cabinet. I 
almost wish he would. He is a man of wonderful energy, 
will, and ability", and will always be admired by the Union 
men of New Orleans, even though he is believed })y some 
to have acquired great wealth here. 

Military affairs remain in the same condition as when I 
last wrote. Port Hudson has not been attacked and I don't 
know when it will be. The rebels are said to be receiving 
re-inforcements there. 

P. S. Gen. Hamilton is still here. 
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( PrivateJ 

Xew Orleans, January loth, JSG-J. 

Dear Sir: A £ght Ls progTessing* on Ba\’ou Te<‘hc. Gren. 
Weitzel commands. He crossed Berwick's Bay yesterday 
morning, and has advanced up the Teche as far as the 
enemy's fortihoations. The enem}" have 1,100 infantry and 
1,000 cavalry. Weitzel will succeed Avithout doubt, and ad- 
vance to XeAV Iberia, where fortitications will ])e erected )>v 
us. The re]>el salt works near Xew Iberia, are yieldingone 
million pounds per day. It is carried all over the Southern 
States. If this moA^enient is siietTssfnl, these AAmrks will be 
destroyed. The Teche country is full of sugar. This pres- 
ent movement is simply carrying out Gen. Butler's plan of 
operations. I urged it a week ago, but advised a tiank 
movement. Gen. Banks has thought l)est to attack in front. 
I have traveled through that country several times, and 
know it well. 

The U. S. armed Transport, '^Hatteras", was sunk by the 
“Alabama" on Sunday the 11th inst. The fight lasted about 
45 minutes, and occurred sixteen miles from Galveston. 
The Flag officer there sent the “Hatteras" out to overhaul a 
strange sail— which proved to be the “ Alabama and 
proved too powerful for her antagonist. Six men of the 
“Hatteras'^ escaj^ed in a boat — the rest of the crew Avere 
killed or captured. The “Hatteras" carried ninety men. 
The Brookljm and other Aossels lying off Galveston, imme- 
diately started for the “Alabama ”, but could find nothing of 
her. The rebels have not attempted to come out of Galves- 
ton Bay with the “ Harriet Lane”. She is still lying in the 
Harbor, and I do not know why our Gunboats do not go in 
and destro}^ her. 

Major Gen. Augur has at last been sent to Baton Kougc 
to take command, and organize the force there. There be- 
gins to be exhibited in this department some little <mergv 
and activity. All that is now done, ought to have Ix^en 
done four weeks ago. 

The business of “Special Agent” under regulations of 
August 28th, is not now interfered with by military authori- 
ties. In conse(]^uence of this non-interference I haA^e organ- 
ized it with great success. I am satisfied that nothing, or 
very little, reaches the enemy from this port — and the plant- 
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or.s ^vitliin our liiiU'^ are Mipplyiiiii’ theius<*ive> rapidly with 
whatever they need for their owu UM'e I -u[>ervi>e every- 
thing uiyself and have au immense amount of labor to per- 
f(jrni. I hear that large amounts of mercliandi^e and mij)- 
plies reach the enemy from Memphis and \'icinity. This 
can he avoided l)y lionestly adopting the right plan. Trade 
must he centralized and none allowed except at one or few 
points. I prevent it as far a.s possible, outside of the city, 
and can therefore t‘ontrol it. Thi^*? plan is well adapted to 
this country, because property real and personal, is in the 
hands of a few planters. It is easy (and has ])een custom- 
ary heretofore) for each ]jlanter to come to the City — tak(‘ 
the proper oaths and be made individually responsible for 
whatever he wishes to take out of th(‘ City. Every boat 
going III) the river, carries an "Aid to the Revenue'" who 
sees that the supplies are delivered only at the proper plan- 
tation. 1 have to employ many additional "aids'", but 
make the system pay its own expenses. My personal super- 
vision of all the details is an immense labor, but I know it 
will be well clone if I attend to it myself— otherwise not. 

The planters within and without our lines have been 
afraid to bring their crops of sugar and cotton because it 
was seized and must pass through the hands of the military 
commission. Gen. Butler"s military commission was a dis- 
honest plundering concern. By the enclosed order of Gen. 
Banks, you will see that planters are invited to bring their 
crops to the City and promised protection. It will have a 
good and marked effect. This order will not interfere with 
my action as '' Special Agent."' 

The system of fuimishing supplies to planters — adopted 
by me, gives satisfaction to planters — but dissatisfaction 
to the great number of Jews, military speculators, and 
men from the North, who expect to swindle planters out of 
fortunes. 

It is known here that the President has issued his procla- 
mation, but its terms are not fully known. Gen. Banks told 
me this morning he is going to raise negro troops, but I 
fear, not in large nuni))ers. I have infoimiation that the 
number of rebel troops in Texas is about 9,000 — of whom 
one-third are cavalry. They are provided with good arms 
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])roug*ht throug-h Mexico. About one-third of them tire 
conscripts. 

The number of troops in Louisiana, west of the Missis- 
sippi, is about d,500 — nearlj^ all of whom are in the Teche 
country. 


(Private) New Orleans, Jamfanj 1863 . 

Dear Sir: I have just been informed hy Gen. Banks that 
the expedition to the Teche under Weitzel, was completely 
successful and accomplished all he intended. The rebels 
had in the Bayou a large and powerful gunboat called the 

Cotton which boat got aground below their fortifica- 
tions. This boat we destro^^ed. They have no other boats 
in any of the bayous below Bed River. 

Gen. Banks can now take the Teche country whenever 
he j)leases. WeitzePs force has returned, but, I judge, Gen. 
Banks intends occupying the country by flank movement 
according to suggestions made by me at first. 

I hear much complaint of Gen. Banks that he has not 
accomplished, or prepared to accomplish, anything — that his 
time is occupied in listening to complaints of secessionists — 
that four weeks of fine weather have been lost without 
military operations — that no step has been taken to open the 
river — and other similar complaints. 

Gen. Banks told me this morning, he cannot yet under- 
take the opening of the river, because he has no cavalry — 
no transportation — no medicines, &c. He says everything 
has been done that ought to have been — and that he shall 
operate up the River at the earliest day possible. I will say 
one thing strongly in his favor — that he conceals his plans 
(whatever they may be) perfectly— and I hardly think even 
the members of his staff know his intentions. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, January Mth, 1863 . 
Dear Sir: The situation is the same as when I last wrote. 
There is no movement of troops, so far as I am informed, 
and there appears to be no probability of an advance in any 
direction. 
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Tlie Now York papers will -.tate that tlio "* HarritW Lane " 
has e-.cape(l from (xulveston and gone to >ea. Thi> i-i not 
true. Slie i*- >till in the harbor aceordino to official adv'ices 
just laweived here. 

It is rumored here that the “Ovieto'' ha> he(m captured. 
Admiral Farrag-ut does not })elieve it. When she escaped 
from Mobile the Cuvier'' went in pursuit and neither 
vessel has yet ])een heard from. 

Three days ago a steannu* supposed to ])e the Ala])ama 
appeared at the mouth of the riA'er, and then steered off in 
a southwest direction. The Admiral sent a vessel from 
here (The Mississippi) to follow her. As the ‘•Alabama" 
is the faster vessel and had a start of ItMt miles, and the 
Mississippi started from here 24: hours after the Eebel vessel 
w'as seen — it is not probable that anything will be effected. 

It should not be forgotten that here is the place to make 
the proclamation (ffiective. T am afraid Gen. Banks will 
never do it. He decides and moves too slowly and is too 
much afraid of responsibilities. He does not seem to regard 
with favor the three line regiments already raised, and 
declines putting them in the held. I told you that they had 
sent him a petition to ])e put in the front rank at Port 
Hudson, that they might remove from their race the stigma 
of cowardice, et(*. In all the regiments Gen, Banks brought 
with him, three cannot be selected so efficient as these three 
colored regiments, and in my opinion, they would be worth 
any five of the raw regiments Gen. Banks brought with 
him. I see Gen. Banks almost every day, but am perfectly 
ignorant of his plans and intentions. I do not wish to re- 
tract or qualify any statement in my late letters to 3^ou — 
nor in a letter to Mr. Flanders wffiich I asked him to show 
you. 

If my letters are uninteresting or too frequent, please 
infoiTii me. 


New Orleans, Ja7i uary Wth^ 1863, 
Dear Sir: I have to-day transmitted my bond as Special 
Agt. and Acting Collector. The sureties are men of abun- 
dant means, and were selected as being the most respectable 
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and worthy representatives of the Union residents of this 
eity. Uor g-ood reasons, I was careful to choose su(*h per- 
sons, rather than uny of the numerous and wealthy specu- 
lators. Judge Peabody remarked that the justification of 
the sureties, etc., was before the highest and best authority 
here at aiyv rate. 

I have reason to believe that a speedy movement on the 
T(A*he country, is in preparation and will soon be (‘arried 
into effect. This is the movement of which I have so 
frequently spoken. 

In other respects niilitaiy affairs are in the same condition 
as at the date of my last letter. 

Two vessels, as I am informed, were captured by the 
Rebels at Sabine Pass, Texas, in the same manner as was 
the ‘‘Harriet Lane.'’ One of the vessels was destroyed. 
They were sailing transports, I believe, and pro))ably of not 
much consequence. 

Enclosed is an order just issued, of Gen. Banks, ‘‘pro- 
mulgating the Emancipation proclamation.” 


(Private) 

New Orleans, Felrmry 1863. 

Dear Sir: Everything is quiet on the Mississii^pi. There 
have been no military movements. Appearances indicate 
that something is to be attempted before long, but I do not 
know what it will be. 

Gen. Banks has authorized the raising of the Jth. Reg’t. 
“ Native Guards" (colored) and it is filling up rapidl}". The 
Lieut. Colonel is Mr. Hill, correspondent of the New York 
Herald. More regiments will be raised, but I do not know 
how many. Gen. Banks' policy in regard to the enlistment 
of negroes, seems to mo timorous and hesitating. He might 
have 50,000 in the service in three months — yes, 100,000 by 
energetically adopting the proper means. 

An army of negroes could -be made most formidable. 
They could be inspired with a religious enthusiasm as ter- 
rible and persistent as that of the followers of Mahomet. 
Such blind impulses, directed by a controlling mind, have 
accomplished great things. But no prominent man is here 
shrewd enough to originate, or smart enough to execute 
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such a project. I say ao-ain, what I have often >aid before, 
that the negroes will tight this war for u>. aticl ^iic<*Ge(l, if 
we will use them, and here is the place to eoinmenee. Per- 
haps you are aware that, for various reason^, the nc^groes 
of Louisianaare much superior in all respects to those of Vir- 
ginia and of the other Atlantic States. One hundred and fifty 
refugees have arrived from ilatamoras. I wish to remind 
you ag'ain, of the growing- importance of the trade across 
the Rio Grande. A Confederate agent named SSvi^her, left 
Matamoras last June to buy arms in Europe. He has just 
returned to Matamoras, and three cargoes of arms bought 
by him in Europe, are expected to arrive shortly in Mata- 
moras — or rather at the mouth of the Rio Grande. How 
all this can be stopped I explained in my last letter. 

There is a person here of the Jewisli persuasion — an 
Israelite indeed — named Dr. Zachary, who is said lately to 
have been a healer of corns and bunions, in New York. His 
vest is of flowered velvet — his hair beautifully oiled — and 
his presence distills continual perfume sweeter than the 
winds that blow from Araby the blest. In season and out 
of season, he fails not to announce himself as the Coijidenr 
tial Agents or Corresg^ondent^ of the President. A smart 
little lawyer, named Shaw, used to write for him his letters 
from here to the President, which Zacharj" copied and for- 
warded as his own. Shaw was on Gen. Hamilton’s staff, but 
has returned to New York. His address is Charles P. Shceia^ 
111 Broadwa}". I don’t know who writes Zachary’s letters . 
now — perhaps he does it himself. Jews take to trade, as 
ducks to water. Dr. Zachaiw could not fulflll his mission 
without the co-operation of one Simon. That co-operation 
would be imperfect without Simon took a stock of goods to 
Baton Rouge for ^sale, in order to conceal the object of 
SiTiioifs stay at that place. Notwithstanding these repre- 
sentiitions, and at the risk of impairing the Doctor's effi- 
ciency as Government agent, I refused to let the goods go 
up the River without a written order from Gen. Banks. 
The result was, that the order was issued. Simon took up 
to Baton Rouge nearly $20,000 worth of goods (including 
quantities of spiidtous liquors), and Dr. Zachary will prob- 
ably have no reason to repent the venture. 

H. Doc. 161, pt 2 23 
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(Private) 

Xew Oeleaxs, Ft^)rn(iri/ JjtJi, 1863 . 

Deak Sm: Your letter of the 19th. Jan. is just received. 
The steamer is about to leave and I have time to reph' only 
partially and in haste. You wish me to be *'Sp. Agt. and 
Actino* Surveyor or "'Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue.'' Please put me in the place where you want me most, 
and where I can be most useful to you. I shall write more 
fully by next mail. 

I wish to call your attention to the importance of Special 
Agent in reference to Regulations of August 28th. If vou 
make me Sp. Agt. and Acting Surveyor, I should think all 
that business had ])etter ])e managed and controlled b}- me, 
as I am familiar with it, having devoted much attention to 
it — and as my system is the only one, whereby, without 
benefit to the enemy, the wants of the country can be sup- 
plied. I know nothing of the character of the second office 
mentioned b}’' you, and shall defer speaking of it until the 
next mail. I cannot refrain from asking that no general 
change be made in the subordinate officers, to make places 
for the New Collector's friends. Those selected by me, and 
now holding the important positions, accepted office when 
it was not pleasant or very desirable — and are skilled, hon- 
est, efficient and of tried loyalty. Some of them I'elin- 
quished good places in New York, and came here at your 
request. Mr. Gray the D’y. Collector, who is brother in 
law of Mr. Godwin of the Evening Post, is one of these. 

I think it the duty of the Government to sec that these 
men be not dismissed without cause. ^ 

By the next armed transport for New York, I shall for- 
ward what specie is in my hands. 

Mr. Walton (New Cit}^ Treasurer) of whom Mr. Flanders 
spoke to you, is an excellent man for any place. 

To whatever place yon assign me, I ought to have an 
opportunity for a few days or weeks of conferring with Mr. 
Bullitt, that he may ])c informed concerning the thousand 
details peculiar to this position, which otherwise he will be 
months in learning. 

I thank you again and again for the kind expression of 
your approval. This alone repays any amount of labor end 
effort. 
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A gT-eat military moveinent commenee-s .sIiortl\^ — in 
or four dat^s perhaps. An advance v\ill be made up the 
Teche with a large force, and right through to Ked River. 
I know no more of it than this. Port Hudson will not lx* 
troubled, as this movement is on the west side of the ]\Iis- 
sissippi. This comes direct from Gen. Banks. 

As I have to settle up, please let me know what my com- 
pensation is that no mistake may occur. Twenty words 
will inform me, and I never yet knew. 

Pardon the imperfect manner in which I am obliged to 
write. 


(Private) 

New Orleaxs, Fthmuinj 6th. 1866. 

Dear Sir: The steamer did not leave yesterday as was 
expected, and now I can reply to your letter with less 
hesitation. 

I choose the oiffice of Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue’’ as it is termed in your letter, and will assume the 
duties thereof whenever yon direct. I suppose it to be an 
office requiring 1113- constant presence here, and whatever 
its duties may he, I can dischai*ge them to jmur satisfaction. 
Full instructions and all printed information will, of course, 
be supplied to me. 

I sent to 3mu Gen. Banks' order respecting trade as soon 
as it was issued, and regret 3"ou did not receive it. You 
are mistaken in supposing it contemplates trade with the 
enemy — of any kind or degree. Gen. Banks is utterlj^^ 
opposed to an3" such proceeding. The General’s English is 
not always good and his orders not alwa3's clear. 

Do not think from my letter about Dr. Zachar3", that I 
intended to cast suspicion on Gen. Banks, who is not 01113" 
a kind and pleasant gentleman, but also, I am satisfied, a 
thoroughl3" honest man. Dr Zachary ajiplied to me an 
hour ago, for another of his Israelite friends to take a large 
stock of goods to Donaldsonville. The reason given is the 
same as before — that the Dr. wants his friends’ cooperation, 
which would be imperfect unless said friend pretends to be 
selling goodvS. 1 don’t believe a word of it. The Doctor 
pretends to be m3" best friend, but I think him a humbug. 
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I .sent him to tin' CTcneral for iiii order and he has nut yet 
returned. 

Notwithstanding* my personal regard for Cxen. Banks, I 
repeat the conviction so often expressed before, that he is 
not the man for this important place. Gen. Butler is the 
onl^" man who is equal to the situation, and he ought to 
come back. 

I kept 3^011 well informed about Gen. Butler while he 
was here, and 3^011 know whatever wrong things were done 
by him. Four fifths of the accusations against him are 
false. 

I shall do everything in nn^ power to help Mr. Bullitt 
when he assumes the duties of the otfice. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, yrlruary 7t7^^ 1S63. 

Dear Sir: 1 wrote 3"oii bj" the last steamer expressing a 
wish to receive the otfice of "‘Coimnissioner of Internal 
Kevenuc'^ which 3mu so kindh" offerred. I now repeat the 
wish, and am ready to commence operations whenever 3^011 
direct. 

The great militaiy movement up the West side of the 
Mississippi has commenced to-da}" or will commence in a 
da3" or two. The bayous leading from the Teclie and near 
there, lead right through to Red River, so that light draft 
boats can go through them a])ove Port Hudson. About 
b,000 men will advance in one column. 

A rumor prevails here among the secessionists that we 
have been whipped off Mobile and that Ship Island is cap- 
tured. The story is without foundation, though you may 
see it in N. Y. papers. A very strong feeling is arising 
among the planters against Gen. Banks. The reason is that 
he is not sufficiently pro-slaveiy to suit them. I think state- 
ments have been sent to Washington that he has commenced 
speculating. I am confident such charges are cntirel}^ false. 
I do not think Gen. Banks a great commander, but believe 
him to be completely honest. 

Admii*al Fan\agut has gone out to sea in his flagship, the 
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'"Hartford — pro])ably foi* the 2)urpo.se of vlsitinii* the vari- 
i>ii< ])loekading ve.^sels along the coaNt. 

Ill iiiy next I bhall have occasion to -ay Mimething inorf^ 
aljout Di'. Za(*hary. 


I Private) 

Xfav Orleans, F^hrHifrt/ SfL. 1<SGJ, 

Dear Sir: I received to-day a letter signed ]jy you, of 
date Jan. i^2nd, whereby I am appointed Special Agent and 
Acting Surveyor. 

Your unoflB<*ial letter of Ihth January, offered me the 
place above mentioned, or that of Commissioner of Inter- 
nal Re venue J" directing me to choose that which I best 
liked. I chose the latter, and informed you by letter Mudt- 
ten yesterday. I do not want to be Acting Surveyor unless 
you particularly desire it. 

The Commissioner of Customs also sends me a ])ond to be 
given by myself as Acting Surveyor, in the sum of Five 
Thousand Dollars. I have just given a bond for Fifty 
Thousand, as Acting Collector. I shall avoid trouWing my 
friends l)y asking their names upon so many ))onds, and 
shall therefore defer compliance with the commissioners 
directions until 1 hear directly from 3'ou again. 

T did not exj^ect to receive the letters of to-day, because 
you had g^iven to me the choice. My letter of j^esterday 
was in repl}- to \murs of the 19th. Jan. Wherever 1 am 1 
shall give Mr. Bullitt all the assistance in my power; and 
continue, as 'well as possible, to keep jmu informed of events 
occurring here. 

Enclosed is an order, and printed statement of a plan 
regulating the relations between planters and negroes.^^ 
The documents have not been officially" issued, and the plan 
is under consideration. These copies are onlv proof sheets 
which I privately^ obtained from the printing office, to send 
to y"ou. 

There is no news to-day^, and I cannot learn positively 
whether W eitzchs great expedition has started. The troops 


<i General Orders No. 12, Jtimiary 29, 18G3, Rebellion Records, Series I, Vol. XV, pp. 
GGCff. Of. also, letters of March 14, 18G3, and March 31. 
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for the expedition have been collected in the Lafourche 
Country and have ])een ready several da3"s. 

Mr. Gray. Ly. Collector, should remain here by all means. 


(Private and Confidential) 

New Orleans, Fehruary 18 GS, 

Dear Sir: Enclosed is General Orders No. 14 — in part 
concerning Plantation supplies, etc. 

Also, copv of contract between T. P. Mav, an intelligent 
and progressive planter, and white laborers to be emploved 
by him in raising cotton and sugar. It is a great experiment 
and Mr. Maj^ is the man to succeed in it. He is a 3mung 
man — at heart an Abolitionist, and his plantation is one of 
the finest in Louisiana. 

M3" late announcement of the commencement of militaiy 
movements was premature. Eveiything moves verv SI0WI3" 
here. The movement has not actual^ commenced however. 

A force under W eitzel will advance up the Teche. Another 
force will advance westwardl3" from Plaquemine on the 
Elver. The two forces will meet at New Iberia or St. Mar- 
tinsville. 

Bute la Rose is a lake or wide ba3"ou between Plaquemine 
and St. Martinsville, and at this point is a rebel battery and 
fortifications. This will be reduced by the Plaquemine force 
aided by gunboats. 

After the junction of the two forces at or near St. Mar- 
tinsville a force of 3,000 or 4,000 will be detached and accom- 
\nmj the gunboats up the Atchafala3"a ba3^ou to Red River 
near its mouth. 

The Gunboats to be used are those built by Gen. Butler — 
of very light draft and iron-clad. 

You will understand the above statement by reference to 
the Rebel map I sent you. 

Affairs here are not in a prosperous condition. Great 
dissatisfaction exists in at least some portions of the army. 
Even Gen. Banks new troops to some extent— and Butler’s 
old troops to a man, would hail Butler’s return with enthu- 
siasm. Banks’ policy seems to be conciliatory and hesitating. 
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He seems afraid of responsiiwlitie.-?. General Butleri' iittiodj 
fearle&s. Several desertion.^ have oceurred. by >09110 iv who 
wish to be taken and paroled, but this is kept secret here. 

It is my opinion that Government has made exchano-es too 
easv. It would be better to allow no exdiange of prisoners. 
Then we should not hear of disgraceful surrenders — or of 
desertions by men sick of the service. In this and other 
respects the war should be made sharper and more earnest. 
The greater advantage of exchanges as now permitted, is 
in favor of the Rebels, and the disadvantage is our own. 
Our men will not so easily surrender and rarely desert, if 
they know they must endure, for the rest of the war, the 
privations and discomforts of the Confederacy. Now they 
have every inducement to do both. 

Gen. Banks seems to me to be no judge of men. He selects 
honest subordinates for the most part — but his .staff are, 
generally, green, inexperienced— of little abilit\' — and one 
or two of them are tit objects of ridicule. Conciliation, 
inefficiency, inexperience and he.sitation characterize all 
proceedings. There is no use in such criticism, however, 
when the President himself sends here as his private corre- 
spondent a vulgar little scoundrel like Dr. Zachary— who 
takes bribes and whose only object i.s to make money. 

Personally I like Gen. Banks exceedingly, but a Northern 
man needs six months experience here in order to be efficient 
in this peculiar country and among its peculiar people. 
Gen. Butler has that experience, and his return would at 
once change everything for the better. 

The nine months men arc dissatisfied and demoralized. I 
think Butler could not only remove such feeling, but make 
mo.st of them re-enlist. Whatever Butler did, pleased and 
satisfied the Army, because they had contidence in, and 
admired him. This is not at all true of Gen. Banks. 

The sooner Gen. Butler comes back the better it will be. 

In one respect there is a very di.sagreeabl(5 condition of 
thing.s here. A host of speculators, Jews and camp-fol- 
lowers, came hither in the track of Banks’ expedition. They 
have continued to arrive and every steamer brings an addi- 
tion to the number. Each expects to be a millionaire in 
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wix month's. They hare few .scruples about the means of 
satisfying their cupidity. 

I regard them as natural enemies, and in our constant war, 
they are generall}’ worsted. The whole crowd, and Dr. 
Zachary among them, with eager expeetanc}^ like wolves 
about to seize their prey, await the advent of the new col- 
lector, who is a good natured man, and supposed to be 
easily imposed upon. 

I think that s^jies, intriguers, dishonest speculators, and 
liars are more abundant here now than any where else in 
America. It seems as if everything must be accomplished 
by intrigue and management. It was not so three months 
ago. 

In troublous times like these each man of merit has 
opinions — -proclaims them — defends and sustains them, else 
he is, politically speaking, a ^‘‘trimmer.” 

I told Gen. Banks so the other day. 

I am not familiar with Banks' political history. Was he 
ever a Trimmer ? 

Perhaps he is a conservative! To a friend of mine Gen. 
Banks the other day declared himself to be neither a pro- 
slavery nor anti-slavery man. 

What is he then? 

I do not know, Mr. Chase, anything about your feelings 
toward Gen. Banks or any one else, ])ut write always my 
own opinions without reference to those of others. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, FSrnrmj 2GtIi , 1863. 

Dear Sir: The military movements lately in contempla- 
tion, have, I think, been given up. This opinion may be 
incorrect, but is based upon the best information I can 
gather. The authorities attempt to maintain great secrecy 
in all their steps. All the contortions of the Sybil are pre- 
sented without any of her inspiration. Thus far, except in 
preparation, the accomplishments of Gen. Banks amount to 
nothing. It is my opinion that a grand attack direct upon 
Port Hudson, is intended. If so, it may come off in four 
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(»i* tive woek^. uikI 1 ,-iiould think the rhiuicr'^ <jf fiiilurn und 
of success will iu‘ uhout »m|uu!. 

I do not think Gen. Btink^ favor.- the cnlistiiient of 
negroe,'-. There has hetni some troubh^ al>out Butler'- three 
regiments* l)ecause most of their officers are (‘oloiHai. and 
the Xew England soldier could not consent to present arms 
to a colored officer and treat him with necessary respect. 
The good sense of the neg'roe-^ themseh^es would have obvi- 
ated this difficulty, if Gen. Banks had followed their sug- 
gestions. They presented to him a p(^tition asking that the 
three Regiments In* brigaded together* and not be mingled 
with the other troops* but, as they hav(‘ often re(piested. ]>e 
assigned to some post of danger when^ they might be able 
to establish a good name for themselves. This request has 
not been granted. 

The 4th. EegT. Xative Guards, authorized ])y Gen. Banks, 
is nearly full. I understand he has permitted a Fifth to ])e 
raised. But this is nothing com])ared with what can and 
should be done. Gtm. Banks seems to be much guided by 
his West Point officers, most of whom for some reason or 
other, have prejudices against negro troops. Gen. Phelps 
is a distinguished exception. I am glad to see his nomina- 
tion as Major General. Except Gen. Phelps no officer in 
this Department came near Gen. Butler in ability. And 
this was the real ground, I believe, of their disagreement. 
The Department of the Gulf was not large enough for two 
such men. Each was of too emphatic character, too self 
willed and determined in opinion, to get along well with the 
other. The fortifications built by the Rebels about the city 
are being strengthened and guns mounted on them. We 
never used to think the recapture of the City possible, 
defended b}^ only a few thousand men aR(J Gen. Butler. 

I used to have great admiration for McClellan, based on 
opinions formed among the rebels, who always spoke of 
him with respect — as well as of Buell. Gen. Banks is 
regarded by them as a gentlemm. This is not a good sign. 
But they hated Lyon, and hate Rosecmiis and Hunter and 
Butler and Phelps, and all who do not believe in concilia- 
tion. They like to be conciliated. 
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The Department of the Gulf is too big a machine to be 
run l)y any one except B. F. Butler. 1 am afraid from late 
accounts that he is not to return here. Perhaps Mr. Sew- 
ard is hostile to him. 

This is less a Union City now than when Gen. Banks 
came here. There is more manifestation of disloyalty than 
at any time during the Summer. And the reason is that no 
j^unishment, or insufficient punishment, follows offenses. 
It won't do, you know, to be hard on a gentleman for exer- 
cising his constitutional right of abusing the United States. 
Judge Peabody of the Provisional Court, is also Provost 
Judge. Judge Peabody is a mistake. As Provost Judge, 
he is only a small magistrate. A jnan throws up his hat 
and hurrahs for Jeff. Davis in the street. Judge P. lines 
him live dollars. An enthusiastic rebel does not repent 
that price for so great a privilege. Butler would have sent 
the offender to Fort Jackson and neither he nor any ac- 
quaintance of his, would have committed the offense again. 

The policy of conciliation, in whatever form, is useless, 
absurd and hurtful, and whoever adopts it ma}^ jhi'^tly be 
accused of expecting a nomination for the Presidenc^y. I 
expect Mr. Bullitt on Sunday the 1st. of March. We shall 
work well together, and nothing shall bo wanting on my 
part, to make the management of the Custom House as 
efficient as heretofore. 


(Private and Confidential.) 

New Orleans, Fel)ni((nj 37f/i, FG3. 

Sir: In your letter lately receiv('d, you refer to an order 
of Gen. Banks with regard to trade, expressing a})prehen- 
sion that trade with the enemy was contemplated. This is 
a mistaken apprehension. Gen. Banks has, however, per- 
mitted such trade in one instance, the facts relating to 
which I now place before you. 

Gen. Banks sent one or two men into the Opelousas terri- 
tory above the Teche, to collect information, influence public 
opinion, etc., in which they were, to some extent, successful. 
As a pledge of his good faith, and as a reward in part to 
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the men above mentioned, to prevent the l)urnine‘ of cotton 
and to conciliate generally, the General Coininunding gav<^ 
the enclosed permission for shipment of merehand'we into 
territory beyond our lines. You will observe that the order 
enclosed is not entirely imperative; it is as much so, how- 
ever, as any of his orders to me. I yielded a reluctant 
compliance therewith. It is necessary to state that the 
permission was given in contemplation of an immediate 
occupation of the country to which the goods were sent, by 
our forces. So far as I have been able to ascertain, the 
expedition to effect that occupation has been given up for 
the present. A small schooner took the permitted goods to 
their destination a week ago. 

The reasons influencing Gen. Banks to order that a per- 
mit should l>e given for the shipment of these goods, and 
which I have here detailed, are gathered by me from the 
General and from the parties making the shipment. The 
principal object I believe to have been to so obtain the good 
will of the planters of that district, (where there is a great 
amoun^ of cotton,) l>y conciliation, that they should not 
destro}^ their cotton on the advance of our army among 
them. The principal party making the shipment, is, and 
has been for years, the regular commercial agent of 35()0 
planters in the parish of Lafayette and vicinity. 

You are already familiar with my opinions regarding all 
trade with the enemy. I restate my belief emphatically, 
that it is infinitely more advantageous to the rebels than to 
us; that the onlv good accruing therefrom, except to the 
enemy, is to the benefit of dishonest speculators; that its 
demomlizing effect upon the army is great; that for many 
other reasons it should, in no case, be permitted. As to the 
policy of conciliation, to me it always seems ineffectual, 
useless. 

Former permits from Gen. Butler, similar to this, you 
referred to in your correspondence with that officer, I 
desire that Gen. Banks be not informed that I have sent 
you the enclosed list with the order annexed. 
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[This statement and the accompanying order in the manuscript were found by the 
editor with the letter of IMarch 81. They seem to btdong with that ot February 27, 
find not being dated it has seemed best to insert them where they seem to belong ] 


1 1)oz. Cuiiiuion Overcoats 
1 ‘‘ Jacket?!, 

1 “ Ve.«ts, 

1 “ ‘‘ Paiitallons, 

V2 Prs. Blankets, 

1 Doz. Fur Hats, 

4 pees. Twell Red Flannel 

2 “ Blue Do 

2 White Do 

12 “ Merrimac Calico, 

6 “ Black Do. 

10 “ Brown Sheeting: 4/4 
6 ‘‘ Twell Do. 

6 Doz, Coats Thread. 

4 “ Flax 
1000 Apr. Needles, 

2 Gross Bone Buttons, 

2 “ Small Do. 

6 Pcs. Brotvn Denims, 

12 ‘‘ Ginghams. 

6 Doz. Hickory Shirts. 

4 Do Wool TJndershirta. 

6 Do. Cotton Pocket TTaiidfs. 
6 Pas. Silk Common Do. 

6 Doz, Madrass Do. 

2 Doz. Cotton Hose for kKlies. 
200 ‘ ‘ Sides. 

200 “ Shoulders. 

1 Box Pipes. 

2 ' ‘ Segars. 

1 One Case Sadlery. 


1 Sett Buckets or Tu])s. 

1 Box Sweet Moats. 

10 Bids. Flour. 

40 Bags Salt. 

2 Boxes Cheng Toboo. ‘‘com- 

mon.” 

2 Gross Matches. 

1 Box 1 Gross Blacking. 

LO Bags Coffee. 

12 Reams 'Wraii’g. Paper. 

1 Do. AVriting Do. 

Pens, Ink, and Pencils, 

10 Boxes Codfish. 

0/2 Bbls. Mackerel. 

6 Boxes Herrings. 

10 Bid. Potatoes. 

1 Doz. IMulo Collars. 

1 Do. Bridles. 

1 Do. Chain Tva(*es. 

1 Do. Hoes. 

1 Do. SpadevS. 

1 Do. Axes and Handles. 

8 R(dlfl Ltaither. 

20 Boxes Soap. 

8 Bales Bagging. 

10 Coils Rope. 

20 “ Twine. 

200 ‘‘ Hams. 

2 Doz. l^acking Needless. 

G Boxes Men and Ladi(vs’ Shoes. 


Honorable Mr. Dexison, Collector^ ele. 

Sir:—! have consented upon full satisfaction that no advantage will 
be given to the enemy or his supporters, that the goods specified herein 
may be shipped to the plantations — 150 in nuinber—in the Parish of La- 
fayette, entering from Vermillion Bay, or its vicinity. The S(-hooner 
which takes the goods to return with cotton to lu‘, sold in Now Orleans 
for U. S. currency. Please observe the-maimor in which the goods are 
shipped and as far as may he proi>er, the oxecutiou of the law's. 

N. P. Banks, if. d (I 
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fPrivate | 

New (JiiLEAN.s. Jffrr// ;>//. 

IJeak Sir: Of lute my lt*ttors huve Ixuui cb^'^titute of 
interest. The reason is simple — 1 iiuve nnthiiit>‘ to suy. I 
have fait little to sav now. 

Xo military movements have been made. The whole 
(uiergy of the Department is occupied ap])arently, in prep- 
arations for a grand attack on Port Hudson. The intended 
expedition up the Teche to Red River, was relinquished, as 
you have been informed. Officers recently from Baton 
Rouge think the movement on Port Hudson will 0 (*cur in 
a])out three weeks. Gen. Banks went up the River this 
afternoon, and many people in th(^ city think the attack is 
to be made at once. I have not asked Gen. Banks anything 
a])out it, as he evidently dislikes to reveal his intentions. 

Hy opinions concerning the management of the Depart- 
ment — the comparative merits of Butler and Banks— the 
necessity of Gen. Butler's return, etc. — remain unchanged. 
It seems to me a great opportunity has been lost. Since 
Banks' arrival a large negro army might have been enrolled 
and made efficient. Gen. Banks is evidently opposed to 
such measimes, though they would not have interfered with 
other operations. As it is, but one regiment has been 
raised. From twenty to Fifty thousand ought now to be 
ready for the field in this Department— and they alone 
could have cleaned out Louisiana. Without authority Gen. 
Butler raised three regiments. If he had been here since 
the 1st. January I think he would have a large colored army 
in process of organization. This thing must Re done, and 
the sooner the better. 

From what I can learn, Gen. Butler is probably not to 
return here. His presence here now would l)e worth ten 
thousand men. My admiration for him increases every 
day, as continued opportunities occur, of comparing his 
command with the present. I have certain information 
that if he does return, his brother Col. Butler will immedi- 
atel}" depart. I have been engaged this week in assisting 
Mr. Bullitt, who arrived a week ago. We shall get along 
well together. As acting Collector of Internal Revenue, I 
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Hare done nothing, but shall write you. about it b}^ next 
mail. Are you not going to appoint an assessor? 

I hare just learned that all available troops have started 
for Baton Rouge. Perhajis the attack comes off soon. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, March 1868 . 

Dear Sir: Baton Rouge is now the center of, interest to 
everybody in this Department. On the day of writing my 
last letter, Gen. Banks went up the River. The whole 
Fleet (except two or three_^ vessels) followed him. 

As near as 1 can ascertain, the situation is as follows. 

Gen. Banks has about Forty Thousand men at Baton 
Rouge, where he has recently erected fortifications. He is 
quite deficient in cavalry, but well supplied with Artillery. 
Most of his troops are i^aw, and the nine months men, whose 
time is almost expired, are not in good spirits. 

The enemy is supposed to have within call of Port Hud- 
son, more men than Banks and better because most of them 
are veterans. I should think it almost impossible to take 
Port Hudson by land attack, unless Banks’ army is much 
increased in size and efficiency. It is supposed that Admi- 
ral Fari^agut will run by the batteries with his whole fleet, 
in which case he would clean out the whole river, and both 
Vicksburg and Port Hudson would be much distressed for 
provisions. 

Banks sent forward three Brigades last Wednesday or 
Thursday, but it is said that they have returned. But I 
think it only a feint that Farragut may be enabled to get 
past the batteries, and that they will not return until some- 
thing of the kind is accomplished. The wires are down 
between here and Baton Rouge and we have no later intelli- 
gence. I intend to go up there in a few days, so that 1 can 
report to you the exact condition of things, together with 
probable results. 

Gen. Banks’ plan for employing the negroes is working 
well, and the planters express much satisfaction. I sent 
you the proof sheet of this plan, some time before It was 
was made public. The negroes receive a small proportion 
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of the net procoed^. and are obliged to remain on the planta- 
tion one year, after they have on(‘e returned and entered 
into agreement to that effect. Cfen. Uank.^ lias authorized 
no more negro enlistments ('after the 4th. lieg't. I 

The rebels are building* large boats across the lake, and 
collecting other vessels, with the intention as is supposed, 
of attempting an attack on Xew Orlean.'^. It is said this 
attack is to be made immediately after they have driven 
Banks liack from Port Hudson — which they expect to do 
very easily. 1 do not think they will try to come across the 
Lake, the attempt would be almost hopidess. 

]Mr. Bullitt seems to be g*ettiiig along very well —but he 
has with him as contidential adviser, a man named Draper 
from X. Y., who is the biggest fool I ever saw. I still 
have in my hands about §50,<>UU. balance of duties collected, 
which I did not turn over to Mr. Bullitt, there lieing no 
specific instructions to that effect. I shall send this on in 
the manner prescribed ])y you as soon as possible. 

I am preparing* an office for Internal Revenue business 
and arranging ])ooks, papers, etc. This is all I can do with- 
out an assessor, and proba})ly all you expect me to do. An 
assessor should be appointed at once. 

I wish to suggest to you the importance of securing Mr. 
B. F. Flanders to the service of the Government. Some office 
should be given him here, for there is no man who could 
be of greater service to the Treasury Department than Mr. 
Flanders, and no one is more deserving. The Mr. Walton 
whom he recommended to you, is an excellent business man, 
but has not much influence, I think. He is a perfectly 
honest man, but does not seem to have enemies or friends. 
In another letter I have asked you to direct §10,000 worth 
of stamps to be sent to me without being paid for before- 
hand. Under the circumstances, the request is reasonable 
and 1 hope you will grant it. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, La., Marche 1st ^ 1863. 
Dear Sir: From the newspapers you will obtain as much 
information, regai*ding late operations near Port Hudson as 
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I imi able to ^ixQ you. Gen. Banks is still up the River, 
but is expected to return soon. I have delayed writing* 
until this last moment, with the hope of seeing* some officer 
lately arrived from above, or Gen. Banks himself. 

The “Hartford'' and "'Albatross'' are above the Rebel 
batteries, and are ])elieved to be not much injured. The 
Mississippi was destroyed. No other vessels were materi- 
ally injured and our loss in men was small. One Brigade 
of Gen. Banks' troops is on the West side'of the River op- 
posite Port Hudson. It is said that other vessels can run 
past the batteries whenever it Ijecomos necessary. 

I am satistied that 1113" statement of the number of troops 
on either side, was exaggerated. This statement was made 
in nw last letter. 1 am informed that the column which 
advanced under Banks was 18,000 strong, four or five thou- 
sand being left at Baton Rouge. The late demonstration is 
said to have been for the purpose of assisting Farragut in 
passing the batteries. The iDresence of Gov’t, vessels above 
Port Hudson is of the utmost importance, as thereby the 
rebel supplies via Red River, are cut off. What are the 
plans of Gen. Banks and the Admiral, I am unable to sa}^ 

It seems to me that Government does not appreciate the 
great importance of the Mississippi River. The re))els do. 
The great interest of the war is gradually centering on this 
River, and ultimately the contest will be decided here. 

For military purposes, the various positions on the River 
are peculiar. On the west bank for its whole length, there 
are no bluffs nor places favoral)le to fortification, but the 
whole shore is level and even. 

On the East Bank however, are many high l)luffs easil^^ 
made formidable. Coming down the River, the first of 
these places held hj the rcl)els, is Vicksburg— the low(^st is 
Port Hudson. Between these two arc 1 or 5 other similar 
positions, of which Grand Gulf is one and Port Adams 
another — but none are fortified except the two first men- 
tioned. Port Hudson is the terminus of a railroad and so 
is Vicksburg. None of the others are. Port Hudson is 
below the mouth of Red River — down which come all the 
vast rebel supplies from the West, and these supplies are 
pi’otected by the Port Hudson fortifications. 
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Once the Kivor. and occupy the ‘-ix or ^even hiirh 
above luentionod. on the left bank of the River, siiul 
the rebel." could ncvei’ control the River a;^aiii. 

A great nii.stake was made in sending raw Troop.s with 
Gen. Banks. None of them had ever seen service. an<l 
many of the regiment.s did not receive mu.skets until they 
landed in Xew Orlean.s. Had the.se force.? or one half of 
them, been e.vijerienced troop.?, Gen. Bank,? could have taken 
Port Hud.son and controlled the River at once. I think he 
could have done it any way, for it wa? a weak place then, 
but Banks i.s a cautious man. Xow Port Hudson is very 
.strong and I hardly think Banks can take it. We need here 
more troops and the best the Government has— and Gen. 
Butler at the head. Without doubt, people in Wa.shington 
feel the liveliest interest in events occurring near them, and 
thinking of Virginia and Xorth Carolina .so much, they fail 
to comprehend the greater importance of the Mi.ssi,ssippi 
Valley. Our posses.siou of the Mi,s,sissippi will cut the 
enemy in two, and Avill .speedily end the war. I have fre- 
quently made these same statements to you heretofore. I 
think it will take 200,000 men above and here to open the 
river— but (by fortifying the .strong places above mentioned) 
Seventy Thousand men can keep it open and protect it. I 
hoped the great expedition on the Atlantic coast was com- 
ing here. They could take Port Hudson at once and then 
go away to other business. 

Gen. Bank.? troops are not yet efficient becaase raw. We 
need better men here — more men— and need them at once 
with B. F. B. at their head. I received yesterday intelli- 
gence from Matamoras. There are Seventy-five sail there, 
waiting to discharge cargo. Most of them are from for- 
eign ports. Undoubtedly most of the.se cargoes will go to 
the benefit of the enemy. 

Mr. Bullitt doe.? very well. I had no high opinion of hi? 
business ability and have less now. He is a pleasant gentle- 
man, and what is called generally a first rate fellow. For- 
tunately he appreciates bis inexperience, and is docile and 
tractable. His presence lightens my labor hut little — I 
have nearty as much to do a.s heretofoi*c. 

Concerning the Internal Revenue, no instructions have 
H. Doc. 461, pt 2 24 
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yet been received, and nothing is known of the needed 
appointment of Assessor. Cotton begins to come in from 
Ijeyond our lines, generally against the wish of the Rebel 
authorities. I have commenced collecting the tax on it. 

The action of the Assessor is necessaiy before almost any 
tax can be collected. Unless an assessor is soon to be 
appointed, I make the following request. That authority 
be given me to act, also, as assessor in respect to sugar, cot- 
ton and licenses. Or — that I be authorized to appoint, tem- 
porarily, an assessor to discharge the duties of that office 
in respect to sugar, cotton and licenses. 

At present here, manufactures, except Sugar, do not 
amount to much. The distillation of liquors is i)rohibitod 
by militaiw order. 

Accounts are frequently received from across the Lake. 
The rebels eveiywhere are greatl}^ distressed — and their 
wants are l)econiing greater every daj". In Jackson, Miss.,» 
Whiske}” is worth Two Thousand dollars per ])arrel in con- 
federate mone^^ 1 enclose a «lacksoii papci’ of the I3th, 
inst. If you are familiar with the l)raggadocio st 3 do of 
southern pajjers generally, you will be al)lc to detect con- 
diderable despondency in the various articles of this paper. 

I send to-day about $50,000 to U. S. Ass't. Treasurer at 
N. y. — being total balance of duties collected ])y me up to 
Mr. Bullitt\s arrival. A bill of lading will 1)C forward(*d to 
you with statement of ac. by next mail. Pardon the haste 
in which I am obliged to write. 

P. S. Gen. Banks has just arrived from above. 


(Private) 

New Orleans, La., March S5th^ 1803. 

Dear Sir; Military operations near Port Hudson have 
ceased. Our army is all in Baton Rouge, except a few reg- 
iments sent down to Weitzel. Admiral Farragiit is known 
to be all right, and it is supposed, has communic'ated with 
Porter at Vicksburg. 

The center of interest is now Gen. WoitzoPs cmminand. 
He recently fell back from the Bay to Bayou Boeuf, a 
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yhort distance nearer the City. Kirby Smith commands the 
Rebels on the other side of Berwick's Bay (on the Teche), 
and his entire force is })elieved to be 12,00b or lo,000. 
Weitzel is being- largely reinforced for the purpose, proba- 
bly, of making an offensive movement. Gen. Banks went 
down to him on Monday (day before yesterday) but has 
since returned to the City. The rebels contemplated a 
heav}" attack on Weitzel, but he was too shai-p for them. 
They have the Queen of the West'’ and the “'Webb’' at 
““Bute la Rose’' to assist them. 

From New^ Iberia on Bayou Teche, to Plaquemine on the 
Mississippi, draw a straight line. Bute la Rose" is a lit- 
tle north of the center of such line. It is a sort of lake 
formed by the widening of the Bayou. At this time all the 
numerous ba 3 mus in that part of Louisiana, are navigable. 
The Queen of the West and the Webb came down one of the 
bayous from Red River. 

If Weitzel takes the Teche countiy, it will ])c almost the 
same as taking Port Hudson, for during the high waters, 
boats can go up the Atchafalaya into Red River and thence 
to Vicksburg, in the same manner as up the River. 

Gen. Banks says ho accomplished all he intended at Port 
Hudson, yet the movement is generally regarded as a fail- 
ure. 1 prefer to think it undertaken for the purpose of car- 
rying out Wcitzel’s expedition, which was postponed until 
our fleet (‘.ould command the River above Port Hudson. 
Now, Kirby Smith cannot retreat to the East side of the 
River, nor can reinforcements bo sent him from Port Hud- 
son — therefore if Weitzel is successful, it will be a great 
success. 

The Queen of the West and the Webb were at "Bute 
la Rose” one week ago to-day. It is not known whether 
they are still there. The rebels have many river steam- 
ers at Now Iberia, l)ut all unarmed, intended only for 
transportation. 

Enclosed is a very good mai) of Port Hudson and its for- 
tifications. The estimates of the number of men there, vary 
from 8, ()()() to 25,000 — probal)ly nearer the former than the 
latter number. Some officers in the expedition think Banks 
could have takoti tlie place, had he made a serious attempt. 
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Your letter o£ the third of iMarch ^vas received this morn- 
ing and I thank you for it. 

Mr. Bullitt does not disapprove of limited trade with the 
enemy and argues much in favor of the polic 3 ". If you do 
not wish him to permit it (he has not I suggest the pro- 
l^ropriety of your telling him so, without, however, inform- 
ing him the above information or suggestion comes from me. 

Gen. Banks is doing the best he can, hut I look for no 
great success. His troops are raw — his means -limited — he 
has thought best not to avail himself of colored troops — and 
he is not Gen. Butler. Confidence is a great thing. Gen. 
Butler inspired eveiwbod^" with it — Gen. Banks none, or 
few. 


Ptimte, 

New Orleans, La., March '-20th ^ 180 J, 

Dear Sir: My last letter gave all the important facts 
concerning operations near Port Hudson, and stated that 
the next movement was to be up Bayou Teche under Weit- 
zel, which was contemplated some weeks ago, but tempo- 
rarily relinquished. I suppose the advancing column will 
be not far from Ten Thousand men, and if successful, will 
penetrate to Ked River, by way of the Teche or Atchafalaya. 
Troops are now being sent to Weitzel and it is supposed ho 
will start in about ten days. Kirby Smith is the Rebel 
General opposed to him, and was said to have 14,000 men, 
but is now reported to have only six Thousand. Under the 
present military authorities of this Dept. I have dou})ts 
about the success of the undertaking — l^ut if Butler was 
here 1 should have none. 

In my letters to you written soon after Gen. Banks assumed 
command, I stated that Banks had already virtually failed. 
I now regard this failure as complete and impossible to be 
retrieved by the present Commanding General. 

Since Gen. Banks arrived this is what has 1)een accom- 
plished, viz: 

With an army three times as large as Gen. Butler's, we 
hold the same amount of territory held by him. 

We have lost the steam sloop of war '^Mississippi,’*^ the 
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Gunboat ^GGnsman" (ironclad), the -Hatteras" and th(‘ 
“Harriet Lane/’ Also, Galveston. 

Butler left New Orleans really’' and truly a Union Citv. 
Day by day have appearances of lo 3 \alty diniinished. It is 
now a secession cat}", and matters are gTowing’ woi'se. 

But slavery has l)een re-established, and slave labor 
restored, and local police regulations regarding* slaves, 
(uforced and (^xeciitiTl by New England l)ayonets with all 
l)ecoming‘ severity. 

Time has been wasted, lives lost, money spent, and the 
well wishers of the Government discouraged and disheart- 
ened. But the large slave owners are partially satisfied 
and unrelenting secessionists make no complaints. 

Can Gen. Banks retrieve the position? Possibly in mili- 
tary operations, but I doi/t believe so. Certainly he never 
will and never can, in social, political and other respects. 

For all this T honestl}- and firmly believe Mr. Wm. H. 
Seward is responsible, and he can proudly point to the 
above results as the effect of his favorite (or Favorite's) 
policy — as accomplished Iw a “ without opin- 

ions, who is “neither a pro-slaveiy nor anti-slaveiy man’' — 
with whom ‘■"success is a duty" — and who is intended to be 
the n(‘xt Presid(Mit.. This polic}" of conciliation with all its 
attendant evils, is the most abominalfie ever adopted by a 
scdfish political iiitrigiun*. 

Is it absolutely lU'cessary that a favorite of Mr. Seward 
should be the luvxt Pr(\sident? Without doubt Mr. Seward 
thinks so. 

At this important point wo want a commanding General 
of the greatest energy, iudgment, ability and earnestness — 
one who has opinions—is not afraid of responsibilities and 
who is tiot in constant fear of injuring his political pros- 
pects. (Jen. Bcnj. F. Butler is the man and the only one. 
In two weeks he <‘C)uld restore everything, but 1 do not sup- 
pose he will l)e sent here, for he is too earnest a man to suit 
Mr. Seward, and if placed in a high position, he might pos- 
sibly bc(‘.omo dangerous as candidate for the Presidency. 

I believe there is a great deal more corruption here now 
than ov(n* under Butler, and certainly there is more inter- 
ference with, and annoyance to civil oflSicers and business 
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men, in one week now than there was during’ the whole 
time Gen. Butler was here. It is all interference but no 
action. As an illusti-ation of this, I refer you to the fol- 
lowing orders. 

Special OrdeilsI HEADunARTERS Department of the Gulf, 

g2. ) 19Tn Army Corps, 

New Orleans, March 2^, 1863. 


[Extract.] 

* * * * -Jf ^ * 

11. Paragraph 14 of Special Orders No. 80, current series, is amended 
so as to require that the Hospital Tax of five dollars per bale on cotton 
shall be collected on all cotton brought to New Orleans. 

By command of Major General Banks, 

* Bichaud B. Irwin, ^1. A. General. 


Special Orders 1 Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

No. 82. ^ 19th Army Corps, 

Nen^ Orleans, March 27 , 136$. 


[Extract ] 

* * * * ' -Sf * * 

14. Any failure to neglect to pay the hospital taxes on cotton, sugar 
and molasses or the license fee on vessels, will subject the property or 
vessel to seizure and confiscation. 

By order of Major General Banks, 

Richard B. Irwin, A. A. General. 


Special Orders ) Headquarters Department of the Gulf, 

No, 82. i ‘ 19th Army Corps, 

New Orleans, March 27, 1863. 

[Extract] 

* * * * * * * 

13. A license fee of one dollar ^er ton per month shall be collected by 
the Quartermaster’s Department on all vessels engaged in local trade in 
the Department of the Gulf, the proceeds to be applied for the benefit 
of the general hospitals. 

By command of Major General Banks, 

Richard B. Irwin, A. A. General. 
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SpE('rAL Orders) 
Xo. 82. / 


He vD(U'arters 1 >ei‘autmi:\t i tr niEf'lri.r, 

if .Vrmy 0>R!>S 
Xt ir Oi'hdu.^, M'frt’li j;. 7S‘t!j. 


[Extrat't ] 


* * * * ^ 

12. A tax of one <Iollar per hogshea<l on all 8ugar, and twenty-five 
pents per barrel on all Molasses, to be collected by the ( Quartern laster’s 
Department, is levied upon all Sugar and Molasses' brought to the city of 
New Orleans, the proceeds of this tax to be apidied for the benetit of 
the general hospitalp. 

By conimand of [Major General Banks, 

Riciiard B. Irwix, A. A. OciicriiL 


I also call your attention to the form of bond enclosed 
herewith marked 

Under this arrangement all steamboats and vessels engaged 
in local trade, have l>een seized — or nearly all of them. 
The clause about illicit trade is of no account, and only an 
excuse. No distinction is made (so far as I can learn) 
between, vessels which have been suspected and those which 
are above suspicion. 

Mr. Pluiuly has been here three or four days. I have 
seen a good deal of him and like him. I am told that Dr. 
Zachary went to Washington to ger authority to trade with 
the enemy. That man did much harm hero, and if he is 
sent back, will do a great deal more. 


New Orleans, 3 M^ 1863 . 

Dear Sir: This letter is a continuation of my last, con- 
cerning trade with the enemy, and, a supply of cotton. 

Much of the cotton brought here is allowed to leave the 
Rebel States, on condition that it be exported to Foreign 
countries. Generally this condition is secretly evaded, the 
cotton going first to Havanna and thence to New York. 
Foreign subje(‘>ts resident here are most successful in obtain- 
ing cotton by permission of the Rebel Authorities. 

It has been contidently stated to me that j^ou have con- 
sented to a plan of exchange of supplies for Cotton in large 
quantities, and that the arrangement was perfected on the 
19th. of February. If such has been your decision you will 
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sec the results (as to the amount of Cotton to be received in 
this Department) ])y the following- statement. 

In the Southwestern States the amount of Cotton was very 
large — equal to the full crop of one year. 

In Confederate currency it is worth from 15 to 30 cents 
per pound — according to locality and convenience of ship- 
ment — generally say !^5 cents. 

In the same currency, and in the States near here, the fol- 
lowing prices prevail. Flour ^^100 per barrel. Beef or 
Pork §S0. Bacon 60 to 75 cents per pound. Salt from !|3o. 
to §1()0 per sack according to localit^L Calico ^$>2 per yard. 
Whiskey, from one Thousand to Two Thousand Dollars per 
barrel. Claret $60. per ease (worth $5 here.) Cloth worth 
one dollar here, is worth $8. or $10. 

For every dollar's worth of supplies sent out, from $12 
to $20 worth of cotton would be received, reckoning l)y 
Federal currency. 

The Rebel government has long been willing to consent to 
this arrangement. Gen. Magruder (in Texas) has recently 
issued an order permitting the export of cotton to Mata- 
morasin any amount, on condition that $100 worth of goods 
be brought back for each bale exported, alleging, as a rea- 
son, the impossibility of supporting his troops without such 
permission for exporting. 

Any amount of cotton could have been obtained here by 
such exchange. I have alwaj^s thought, and still think, such 
trade inexpedient for many reasons, and of much greater 
benetit to the Rebels than to the Government. If it l)e true, 
however, that you have adopted a new policy, I should ])e 
glad to assist in its execution, and still remaining in my 
present position, could accomplish it much better than any 
other person here or to be sent here, on account of my ex- 
perience and information acquired during the past year. 


New Orleans, La., 2Iare/i SI, 1863. 
Dear Sir: This letter is a sketch of the policy of the 
commanding generals of this Department, concerning slaves; 
of changes of policy and their effect on slavery; and of the 
present condition of the institution. 
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On the fir.st occupation of tin.' city, and for .souie time 
afterward, the policy (a.s then und<M-.-itood to lie thi* p(jlicy 
of the government) wa.s adopted of non-interference with 
slavery, of leaving it entirely to the local laws, and even of 
returning sometime to their (wners, slaves who took refuge 
in the camps. 

This irolicy changed as the commanding general became 
more familiar with the in.stitution. with its effect upon the 
character and morals of the people, and with its vast import- 
ance as the real chief cause of the rebellion; and as he began 
to see that this is not an armed rebellion, but a great social 
and political re\'olution; that, sooner or later, the character 
and habits of the whole people must be I’eformed bj' assimi- 
lating the two antagonistic forms of labor and society, and 
bv organizing' free, compon.sated and honest labor. 1 heard 
Gen. Butler .say, “ These people act like savages, and slaveiy 
has made them so. For generations they have sucked in 
barbarism with the milk of African mu'ses.” 

During the summer the policy first indicated changed 
still more. Finally, refugee negroc's were not returned to 
loyal or disloyal persons, and the “ black code " of Ijouisiana 
became virtually a nullity. 

In this city a free colored regiment had been held in 
rebel service under Goa'. Moore, and had been highly 
complimented in liis general orders. Gen. Butler, Aery 
shrewdly and skillfully taking advantage of this precedent, 
not only reorganized the regiment in the U. S. sci\ice, but 
enlisted two btlnu- colored regiments mostly from^ men 
lately slaves, whom he had pronounced free by laws of Avar. 

Many sugar plantations Avero deserted ly the negroes. 
The standing crops Avore bought by enterprising parties, 
who hired lu^groes at fair compensation, gathered the cane 
and made. th(i crop. Every .such undertaking was success- 
ful. Many plantations wore managed in a similar manner 

on account of the government. 

Wlum the Lafourche district was captured, the general 
regard(',d the slaves captured as all free, and ordered that 
they should recAuve ^iO per month pay from any employer. 

At the tim(>. Gen. Butler gave up the command labor was 
in a very confused and unsatisfactory state. Considerable 
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time is required to change vslave to free labor and bring 
order out of chaos. All classes here seemed satistied that 
slaveiy here was gone forver. And even the slave holders 
with resignation and regret, accepted the new condition of 
things, and pro])abh" would have soon adapted themselves 
to it. 

When Gen. Banks took command, it was known his policy 
would be conciliatory, and it 'was soon perceived that it 
would not be anti-slavery. 

The hopes of slaveholders at once sprung into new and 
vigorous life. Great pressure was brought to bear upon 
Gen. Banks to reorganize labor on the old basis; and he 
settled on a plan which has since been effected— the printed 
form of which I sent to you previous to its being made 
public. This plan is substantially as follows. 

Negroes are not to be enticed from plantations. Those 
already in camp are advised to return, and those who do not 
return are put to severe labor. When once returned to the 
plantations, they must remain for one year, and if they 
leave, are made to go back by military authority. Govern- 
ment on the plantations is to be in conformity with local 
laws, and the same as has been customary heretofore. 

The planter must distribute among his negroes one twen- 
tieth of the net profits of the estates, or a very small 
monthly stipend. In all other respects the relation of mas- 
ter and slave for the time being, is the same as heretofore. 

The planters were promised that all negroes enlisted in 
U. S. army, desiring to return to their plantations on the 
above conditions, should he allowed to do so. No one, how- 
ever, has availed himself of the privilege. 

The above plan was by no means entirely satisfactory to 
the planters who wanted the negroes forcibly returned to 
the plantations in the first place — but most, if not all of them, 
have acceded to it, and signed the agreement. It must not 
be forgotten that the negro need not return to his former 
plantation, but may choose such as he pleases. 

The results of the plan are most beneficial in this respect, 
that labor is at once restored, and the industrial intei’ests of 
the country immediately reestablished, and there is a fair 
prospect of a good crop. A few plantations, as for instance 
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that of Mr. May, are conducted ^vith free khor. and both 
whites and blacks employed. 

The Federal authority enforces the policy of Gen. Banks 
with the utmost vigor towards the blacks. ' 

Slavery , abolished by Gen. Butler, I regard as completelv 
re-established. Whether it would have been better for all 
classes, for the interest of government and the race, to have 
adopted the slower process of organizing free labor, I leave 
undetermined, without, however, ha\dng any doubt of its 
feasibility. 

The planters, former slave holders, and born and bred to 
regard and treat their slaves simply as property^ and whose 
whole idea of labor is that it must be compulsorv, can mrelv 
succeed in hiring their own negroes, or managing them when 
free. The negro has no confidence in them, and constantly 
fears a renewal of his bonds. But for a Yankee"' thev 
will work well and for small paj^ — or for any one in whom 
they have confidence, and who has no shadow of legal claim 
on their libertj’’. When southern slaveholders say a free 
negro will not work, the statement is partially true. He 
will not work/r//> but for liimself, for "‘Yankees", 

for '"poor white trash'’, and for anti-slavery men of all 
kinds, he will work well and faithfully. Such men alone 
can establish free labor, and reorganize Southern industry. 

Of colored troops there are now in this Department, four 
full regiments, and two companies of (seige) artillery. 
They compare favorably with any troops in the service, and 
are rapidly gaining the respect of the rest of the army. 
The 1st., 3rd. and 4th. regiments "Native Guards”, are at 
Baton Rouge; the 2nd, at Ship Island. 


Nriw Orleans, La., A^prll 13th^ 1863. 

Dear Sir: In many of my letters I have criticized Gen. 
Banks and his policy severely and unfavorably. Of neces- 
sity, my opinions have been based somewhat on the opinions 
of others. I have never been intimate with him, or enjoyed 
his confidence, and hence perhaps have done him injustice, 
in not being able rightly to interpret his views and policy. 

Probably you had better accept Mr. Plumly’s estimate 
and opinion of Gen. Banks and his policy — rather than my 
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own, for Mr. Pliimly is on terms of intimacA" with the Gen- 
eral and is far better a])le to judge of the probability of the 
GeneraFs suc‘cess, than I am. 

Mr. Plumly will be very useful here and I hope you will 
cause him to remain. He j^ossesses one great advantage, 
of which I am destitute — a familiarity with the character of 
public men — their history, motives and o])jects. The Gen- 
eral seems to have great confidence in him and does not seem 
to exercise in his intercourse with him, the same reserve as 
with others. 

Gen. Banks has crossed Bewdclds [sic] Bay with a large 
force (probably not less than :^0,000) and is now advancing 
up the Teehe Bayou. I cannot tell whether there will ])e a 
light, for our force is so strong that tht^. enemy may think 
liest to retreat. 

I made a Gsit a few days ago to the i)lantation of Mr. 
May, forty miles a]>ove here on the River. Mr. M. is an 
enterprising young planter who adopted a thorough free 
labor system last year, and his suc(‘ess is all that could })e 
wished. He has 130 men at work, one third of them white, 
and pays the same wages to white and black. He has 
planted 1200 acres of sugar, cotton and corn, and 1 have 
never seen a plantation l)etter conducted, or ]a})orers more 
industrious and contented. The noighl)oring planters feel 
much hostility to him for successfully introducing free labor 
(white and black) in opposition to all their life long preju- 
dices. This is but another illustration of the feasibility of 
free labor, and proves that the only obstacle in the organiza- 
tion of such labor, is the prejudice against free negroes, 
which always exists among slave-holders. 

About two hundred men of the 2nd. RegT. native guards, 
landed (from Ship Island) at Pascagoula near Mobile and 
had a sharp fight in which they showed much courage and 
repulsed the enemy. It produced much ex(*.itement and 
exultation among colored people in the city, who had got 
to believe that if they enlisted they would not be allowed to 
take the field. 

I have nothing further of sufficient consequence to com- 
municate. It is known here Gen. Butler is not to return, 
and now that Gen. Banks knows himself to be permanently 
in command, perhaps he will be thorough. 
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Xew Orleans, Aj>riJ iHO.j, 

Dear Sir: I am < 4 ‘lad to be able to inform you that Gen. 
Banks has accomplished a o-reat >succes.s. From the com- 
mencement of the advance from Berwick'.s [sic] Bav, lie has 
whipped the enemy wherever they could be found, ha^ 
captured a large proportion of their army and dispersed 
the rest— has destroyed the Queen of the West," the Gim- 
l)oat Diana’' (recently captured from us) and the ^"^Hart'b 
All these were armed, seven or eight of the enemy's trans- 
ports also have been captured or destroyed. I cannot tell 
you the exact number of his prisoners but it is large. In a 
late telegram he says that “the army and navy of the 
enemy are annihilated.'’ All this has been accomplished 
with small loss on our side. By this time Gen. Banks is 
on Bed River, and probabty has captured Alexandria. I 
know nothing of the whole plan of the expedition or of its 
ultimate object, but suppose there is to be cooperation with 
the army at Vickslmrg. In all Louisiana and Texas I do 
not believe the Rebels can now raise troops enough to whip 
Banks. 

I am glad Mr. Flanders has returned. He is regarded hj 
the Union Clubs and Union men, as their leader, and his 
presem'O inspires confidence. In part owing to this fact, 
and in greater part to Banks’ su(*cesses, the Union sentiment 
of the City has improved and increased wonderfully within 
a few days. 

. Now that Gen. Banks knows he is here permanently, I 
hope and think he will show necessary vigor, determination 
and severity. 

I have sent to you (officially) l)}^ this mail, Mr. Cisco’s 
Certificates of Deposits amounting to $198,024.04. They 
ought to have liecn , sent on as soon as received. All the 
money 1 collected for duties, is now in his hands. 

The ])r()per management of internal trade is very impor- 
tant. Under the regulations of March 31st. as under those 
of August 28th, the Special Agent exercising the authority 
(‘■an exert a great inHueuce. He is brought in contact with 
persons of every (‘lass from every locality. If he conducts 
hims(df and his ))usiness properly he can do much toward 
restoring loyalty — and (‘.an also do much to advance the po- 
litical interests of whomsoever he pleases. 
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I do not think the business of permits and internal trade 
is well managed now, for Bullitt is not a smart man. I be- 
lieve this business (Internal trade, permits for supplies 
within our lines, and the whole execution of the new Kegula- 
tions) should be in the hands of a shrewd man who will be 
your fnend through thick and thin. Mr. Bullitt’s position 
as Collector of Customs need not be interfered with, and it 
is of not half the importance as the other business. I do 
not know whether 3 ’ou have sent or will send any one from 
dVashington. Two gentlemen are here, either of whom is 
a proper person for the position— Mr. Flanders and Mr. 
Pluraly, who are both your firm friends. I shall ask each 
of them to write you by next mail, and their letters will 
assist you in coming to a conclusion. 

Mr. Higgins, the Assessor, arrived a week ago and we 
are getting fairly to work. My bond is rather large and 1 
have not yet completed it, but shall succeed in executing it 
before long. 


New Orleans, La., Aj^ir'd 30th, 1863. 

Dear Sir: Enclosed are five important orders " i.ssued this 
morning. Considerable excitement prevails in regard to 
some of them, and they give great and general satisfaction 
to all loyal persons. Gen. Banks is taking hold in earnest 
and in civil as well as strictly military matters, displays sur- 
prising and unexpected vigor. I hear that .some vigorous 
measures will be adopted and enforced in a day or two con- 
cerning offences other than those mentioned in the order of 
to-day. 

The Union sentiment has increased and improved wonder- 
fully in the last two weeks. Many of Gen. Banks prisoners 
are taking the oath of allegiance. The planters are organ- 
izing themselves into Onion associations “for the preserva- 
tion of the Union and the support of the Government.” 
All this in great measure, is owing to the recent change 
fi’om a conciliatory to a decisive polic}'. 

The planters have selected and are about to send to Wash- 

atjf. General Ordern, No. 85, April 27, and General Orders, No. 37, April 29. Rebel- 
lion Records, Series I, Vol. XV, p. 710. 
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inytoiL a delegation from thrar r>wii niauher. for the piir- 
po.se, as I undeistaiid it. of securing tia-ir i^te^(^^t‘' for the 
future by pledge of the Government, and to ascertain what 
their status is and is to be. 1 believe Dr. Cottinan is of the 
number and he leaves on to-inorrow's steamer. You are 
acquainted with him. I think, but he asked me for a letter 
to you which he will perhaps deliver. 

Dr. Cottman is a man of much influeiice in Louisiana and 
is my friend. He is pro-slavery and always will be. and is 
devoted to Mr. Lincoln. You will have to take his state- 
ments and conversation with some grains of allowance, for 
he has the habit of stating things in a very exaggerated 
way. He knows more men and more about Louisiana than 
almost any other man and believes or pretends to believe 
that the State will ])e utterly ruined without Slave labor. 
He is a kind and good man. and with all his peculiarities 
and prejudi(‘es. is much respected. 

1 think Mr. Bullitt has written to you, that the employes 
of the Custom House, whom he has discharged, were dis- 
missed at my recommendation. If he has so written, it is 
not true, I never recommended to liim the dismissal of but 
two men— (one for taking bribe, the other for disloyalty) 
and all others dismissed by him, have been so dismissed with- 
out any recommendation, interference or previous knowledge 
on my part. Mr, Bullitt sometimes has a loose way of stat- 
ing things. 

1 have nothing or hut little to do with anything in the 
Custom House, except the Surveyor s department, which I 
keep all right, of course. The Collector does not ask niy 
advice and I cannot thrust it upon him. 

I again call .your attention to what was said in im" last 
letter (‘oncerning permits and Internal trade and how it 
should 1)e organized. 

Mr. Plumly says he has alreadj^ written to you on this 
subject, and Mr. Flanders is writing to-day. Gen. Banks 
returned to the City three days ago, and went back to the 
army yesterday. I suppose he will take Alexandria at once, 
but what his siihsecpient movements are to be, I cannot tell. 
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IsEiv Orleans, 2£ay Dth^ 1863. 

Dear Sir: We are getting along veiy well in the office 
of Internal Keveniie. My official Bond will be transmitted 
next week. The selection of Mr. Higgins as Assessor is a 
good one, and he is quite jiopular here, besides being unex- 
ceptionable as to politics. His selections of assistant asses- 
sors are excellent. 

In a recent letter, I suggested to you the. propriety of 
taking from Mr. Bullitt the internal trade business, and 
putting it in the hands of a competent person. I now re- 
peat the suggestion emphatically. The fact is I hayc tried 
to like Mr. Bullitt, because you sent him here, and to assist 
him so that the Custom House might be managed creditably. 
In both those desires I haye utterly failed. 1 know he is a 
fool and am almost equally sure he is a bad man. He is 
false in all things and venal in all things, and I cannot help 
regarding a man whose word cannot be trusted, as past all 
hope. Probably he or iiny other man has a right to make 
money (if that is his ambition) honorabl}", honestly and 
without using or compromising his official position, but 
Bullitt proclaims his object to bo money making in his office 
or on the street — without shame or sense of propriety. 

But he can do no harm, the internal business (Regula- 
tions of March 31) being placed in other hands. If you. are 
not ready to send some one from Washington, a 2 ')point tom- 
poraril 3 ", some one already" here, and the sooner it is done, 
the better. 

I hope, too, you will have some one hero to cany out 
the law concerning ‘‘Abandoned and captured property". 
The Quaidermaster is shipping cotton seized by GovT., to 
New York for sale, 'and I cannot collect the excise tax. 
They refuse to pay and of course, I cannot help itiyself. 
On inquiry at the Quartermasters office, I was informed 
that Gen. Banks had temporarily appointed Col. Chandler 
to act under that law, until the Special Ag’t. appointed by 
you, should arrive. I hope you will see that Gen. Banks 
shall not make appointments for 3 ^ 011 . This prxiccediug 
throws everything into confusion and will give rise, I hnir, 
to legal questions to be raised by the claimants of the prop- 
erty. I should say that this business and the internal ti*ado 
might be done hy one person, if a good ])usinoss man, and 
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hope you will keep Mr. Pluioiy here- and ^Ir. Flan- 
ders the best office at your comniaiid. tron. Banks ha^ 
seized eight or ten thousand bales cotton, and about .-ame 
number hogsheads sugar, on whi(‘h I .shall be unable to col- 
lect the tax (which should be paid here, of couise) unless 
some one authorized by you is here to receive it from the 
Quarterma.ster. 


Orleans, 0^ ISGJ. 

Dear Sir: Military operations are being conducted with 
\dgor and great success. Gen. Bank.s is probably in Alex- 
andria (on Red River) this morning. About one half of the 
X)risoners captured by him. have taken the oath of allegiance. 
There is now no formidable body of rebels in Louisiana 
excef)t at Port Hudson. I think Port H. will be captured 
or evacuated in a short time. 

Grant has captured Grand Gulf and is .said to be advan- 
cing into the interior of Mississippi with a force of 35.000, 
You will see full accounts of the arrival of the Illinois cav- 
alry at Baton Rouge. They threw the whole State of Mis- 
sissippi into a fever of alarm and did the rebels more damage 
than thej" can repair in six months. The prospect of oj^en- 
ing the River never seemed brighter than to-day. and when 
that is done the Rebellion is virtuallj" finished. The desti- 
tution in Secession is becoming worse and worsGj and Col. 
Griei'son (in command of the Illinois cavalry) informs me 
that the pros^iect for crops is veiy 2 )oor throughout Missis- 
sippi. But little land is iilanted. because the white laborers 
are in the army — many of the negroes are working on the 
fortifications — and what negroes are left at home, are dissat- 
isfied, demoralized and idle. 

The remainder of the jilanters comj^osing the Ddt'ijation 
to Washington, will leave next week. They are all men of 
wealth and influence but I hojie will not succeed in, at least, 
some of the objects of their mission. I understand that 
they go to seek three things, 

1st. The withdrawal of the President's iU’oclamatioiPAn 
regard to the whole of Louisiana. 

a The Emaucipation Proclamation. 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 25 
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The appointment of a coiimiLs.siou to estimate^ and 
recompense the planters foi\ losses sustained ]>\" them. 

3rd. The noii'enforcementof the Excise Tax in regard to 
sugar, up to the present date/' 

They may have other objects also and I may be misin- 
formed as to the three particulars above-mentioned, but am 
probably correct. 

The whole matter can easily be disposed of l)y leaving 
everything to Gen. Banks (except the 3rd. item), who will 
probably give them very little satisfaction. 

Gen. Banks begins to show severity. Mr. Plumly thinks 
he is more severe 1)y nature than Butler, but I think he has 
adopted Butler's policy because he sees, at last, that it is the 
only proper one. 

Enclosed are late orders issued by the General, and also 
a copy of the '"Opelousas Courier 'h the appearance of which 
would indicate that the rebels are literally ‘"driven to the 
wall.'’ 


New Okleaxs, 2[<nj f)flu ISiU. 

Dear Sir: I failed to inform you in my other letter of 
to-day, of the course pursued by Gen. Banks in regard to 
produce in the country recently occupied by hinr. 

By an order (unpublished) of the General, the Quarter 
Master seizes all cotton and all sugar found as tlic arm\" 
advances. This cotton and sugar is brought to tlio City, 
and the sugar (as I am informed) is to be sold here, while 
the cotton will be shipped to New York for sale. Col. 
Chandler supervises the business. It is said that the loyal 
owners will be paid what their produce^ was worth before 
Banks occupied their country, but one of the ];)rincipal 
Quartermasters informs me that Chandler is appointed l)y 
Banks to carry out the law concerning '"abandoned and 
captured property,” until the regular agent is appointed !)y 
you. One govt, steamship leaves to-morrow loaded with 
'Quartermaster's cotton which has not paid excise tax, but, 
of course, its seizure by me is a physical impossibility. 

n See letter of June 13, 1863, 
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Thi^ cotton i-> con>io-ned to the Quartcniiti'-tci- at N. Y. to lie 
^okl for the Gov't. 

Mr. Gray telG me he ^jhall otter you his rcsi<x!iation. I)o 
not accept it. He has ])ecn faithful in the x.-rvice of the 
Gov’t, for 25 year.s. and i.s the most etticieat Deputy Col- 
lector I have ever .seen. 

Dr. Kennedy. Editor of the Xew Orleans ••True Delta." 
D going on to Wa-shington, but I do not know with what 
object, unless it be to assist the planters. Dr. Kennedy is 
a brother-in-law of Bullitt's, aud i.s a smart man. His ••True 
Delta,” was an anti-Jeff-Davls paper always, but never since 
the occupation of the city by the Gov't, troops, has it ci^n- 
tained a single outspoken word in favor of the Dnion. I 
believe the planters intend to purchase a (•ontrolling interest 
in it. so that in future it may be the jji'u-davcry Union organ. 


New Oklkaxs. Mmj 

Dear 8ik; 1 write in haste as the Steamer is about leav- 
ing. A telegram has just been received at Headquarters 
from Baton Eouge. Banks with his whole army landed 
above Port Hiid.son and has joined forces with Augur who 
commanded at Baton Eouge. Port Hudson is completely 
invested and will be in our possession within 48 hours. 

Grant has had a great battle utterly defeating the enemy 
tind capturing 100 pieces artillery and large number of 
prisoners. He has surrounded and completely invested 
Vicksburg, which place will probablj’ be speedily captured. 
The capture of these two places and consequent re-oponing 
of the Eiver. will render certain the successful termination 
of the war. 

My Bond as Collector of Int. Revenue, is completed and 
-Fudge Peabody (as instructed) has transmitted it to-day. 
There are six sureties — the best men in Louisiana, and 
worth jointly more than half a million, though they qualify 
(jointly) for no more than 100,000. If there are any slight 
defects they must })e oveidooked. You have no idea of the 
great diflicultie.s in giving bonds— the country being so dis- 
turbed and business and confidence prostrated. I have now 
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given bonds for !§1T5,00(), Avdich speaks avoII for m\' stand- 
ing here. I cannot (and no one can) give a l)otter ))ond tlian 
the one transmitted, and the circumstances considered, it 
"will of course be accepted. 

I gaA'e a letter of introduction to Mr. Malhiot, one of the 
planters’ delegation to M^shington. All these men should 
be made friends, for, tho’ pro-slaveiy in opinions, tlict' 
could do harm, if enemies. "When I say friends, I mean 
your friends, and you can make them so. The members of 
the delegation are Cottman, Malhiot, Bradish Johnson, and 
two or three others. 

P. S. Please direct that the Bond ho at once apjirovod, as 
a speedy approval will be a relief to me and undoul>tedly a 
satisfaction to the sureties. 

a. S. D. 


[RccM. O.Of) A. M. Ill dipher.] 

New York, June 6th, 166-L 

Just arrived here by tho “ Morning Star.” At the Belie^co 
received the following telegram, 

New Orleans, J(uj .ml,— 1\ iL, JSU3. 

To G. S. Dennison, Spechd Agent, 

Our losses at Port Hudson not as great as represented. Negroes 
reported by all parties to iiave fought well. Enemy yesterday tried to 
get through our left wing but were driven back with lieavy loss. This 
morning heavy cannonading continually. All going well.' Pickets of 
rebels w’-ho have deserted to our lines report iirovisions short at Port 
Hudson.’ Gen. Banks is well and in line spirits and corififlent of entire 
success. 

(Signed) -q. 

iKLEY, 

Hupt. Tl /S'. Mil. Teleg’Ji. 

I shall he in Wa-shington to-morrow. 


New York, Ju.ne ISth, 1863. 
Dear Sir; I leave this afternoon on the S. S. “ Mornine- 
Star.” ^ 

A letter from Now Orleans tells me that Mr. Bullitt, th('. 
next day after I left, discharged three of the best Union 
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meu in the Cii>tom IIou>e for no ]>ut to make room 

for his friend.'?, who are not generally <li>tingui.slied for 
loyalty. Thi.'? is wrong and the effect is very ]>ad. I am 
glad Mr. Hutchins is going there. In this, as in otlnu' 
resp<K‘ts. your judgment is best. 

A project has suggested itself to me this morning*, in talk- 
ing with many persons about raising troops, etc., and about 
iMcClellan. McAdellan is very popular with some classes 
and it cannot be denied that he is much ])eIoved by the sol- 
diers who have served under him. The copperheads make 
a handle of him for their own purposes. Acquiring my 
opinions in the South, I used to admire him, l)ut do not now. 

I am told he could raise 50 , 0 o 0 men at once in New York, 
in a few days and twice that number in a few weeks, and 
that all the recently discharged soldiers would immediately 
re-enli,st under hun. What I propose for your consideration 
is as follows. That McClellan be ordered to make his head- 
quarters ill this City and raise an army to be iniderlilii coin- 
Htund, It could be sent to the Shenandoah or to East Ten- 
nessee. 

Thereby, I think a fine army would be speedily raised — 
of many old soldiers — and the copper heads would have their 
underpinning knocked from under them. I think the 
movement would be very popular. 

Knowing all the objections, if there be any, to this proj- 
ect, and all the circumstances, you can instantly decide if 
the plan be worth considering. The same thing could be 
done for Fremont in St. Louis and Chicago, and perhaps for 
Butler in Massachusetts. 

the papers, I see that the Louisiana Planters are in 
Washington. If you decide in their favor concerning tax 
on sugar or Cistern Bottoms (and I suppose 3-011 will) a 
point can be made, 1)}- permitting it to appear that 3-our de- 
cision is owing to their representations and a desire to pro- 
mote their interests. 

I shall write 3-ou at once from New Orleans. Pardon my 
present haste. 

P. S. I think 3-0U had better defer j^our decision concern- 
ing salaries of officers of Internal Eevenue in Louisiana. I 
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will consult with Mr. Higgins, the Assessor, and write at 
once to you all the facts, whereon 3^011 can base your 
decision. 

It is of great importance that the time of collecting the 
tax on sugar, &c. be settled at once, so that our labor mai" 
not be thrown away. The accompanying letter recapitulates 
some of the facts. 

Cottmann and Malhiot are the most important men in the 
Louisiana Delegation. I understand Zachaiy is working 
with Bullitt against Gra^^. 


New York, June 186S, 

Sir: To enable 3 "ou to fix the date from which taxes 
should be assessed and collected under the Internal Reyenue 
Law in Louisiana — I haye heretofore yerl)ally stated to 
3 ^ou all the facts necessary to be known. Gentlemen from 
Louisiana now in Washington, are familiar with Sugar 
culture and the condition of the State. They will l)e able 
to present the subject to you full}", and in a reliable form. 

To protect the Government in any case, 1 hare collected 
(during the past few weeks) the tax from holders of sugar at 
the time of its shipment out of the State. I directed them 
to pay under protest, and some of these protests, transmit- 
ted b}" m^^self, have probabl\" alread}^ reached Washington. 
I held that an Kecise law was a lien on the sugar, without 
any special clause to that effect, although the law sa}^s the 
tax shall be paid by the producer. Pro])al)ly I hold $60,000 
collected in this way. If you decide that these collections 
paid under protest, be refunded, of course the matter is 
ended. 

If you decide that the collection was properly made, it 
will probably be contested in a proper court. You can tell 
better than I can, whether it is worth while to haye a law- 
suit about it. 

The decision that Cistern Bottoms’’ be assessed at two 
cents per pound, is, I think, wrong. ‘‘Cistern Bottoms” 
is a mixture of sugar and molasses, about 40 per cent being 
sugar. It is sold in New Orleans and used by refiners. 
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I think the mutter can hr ])roperIy .^rtth^h only av ameiid- 
iiig the law. tixino the tax on "‘Ci^terii Ih^ttoni-" at ram 
half of one cent per j^oiind. or at any ratr. iu»t more than 
y of one cent per pound— and in the mean time, no tax 
should l)e a.s>e.s'>ed. On thi.s point however. I will make 
further inquiry, and write more fully. 

The<r que^tion.N arV of <*onseqLience and should be settled 
immediately. Doubt and d<day injure commercial interestN. 

I have in Xew Orleans, about in legal tenders, 

receivedjn fees hy me while Collector of Customs. Before 
closing iny account (as Collector of Customs) this must be 
turned over to some one. Please authorize me to send it 
to iJr. Cisco ])y steamship — or, to pay it over to paymas- 
ters — or to pay it to Mr. Bullitt, who need^^ legal tenders to 
pay his emplot^es. It is about enougli to pay the expenses 
of the Custom House for two months. 

I do not suppose you expect me to perform any of the 
duties of Ass't. Treasurer. A proper jjerson can and will 
he found. He will wish to know of course, what the com- 
pensation is to Ije, and what the amount of the Bond. Please 
inform me. 

Enclosed is a note to Air. Harrington whi(*]i you will read. 


Xew Orleaxs^ JuneSGth^ 186S. 

Dear Sir: I arrived here last. Sunday ha-ving been absent 
from X(‘W Orleans twenty-three days, and have since been 
hard at work. I found that there had been much trouble, 
which commenced as soon as I was fairly away, wherein 1 
think Air. Bullitt has acted very unwisely and wrong. Mat- 
ters have quieted down and go on much more smoothly now. 
Mr. Hut(‘hins is giving his whole attention to the duties 
assigm^d to him ])y you. 

A (piestion has ai*isen between Air. Bullitt and myself 
concerning permits, which Mr. Hutchins explains to you, in 
his letter of to-day, which question I hope you will decide 
at once and infonn Air. B. and myself of jmui’ decision. 

Air. B. holds that permits for boats, vessels, c&c., (the 
ordinary means of transportation here) should be issued by 
him alone. 
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I liold that .siK*]i permits arc apart of Coniinercia] Inter- 
course'' — created l)y the Reg'ulations and not necessary 
before— must necessarily 1)0 in the same bands as the per- 
mits for supplies carried I)}" the boats — and that Mr. B. 
should attend only to regular Custom House business ^yith 
which I do not wish to interfere. Mr. Hutchins has stated 
the case in detail and fairly. 

The grand and final assault on Port Hudson is to be made 
to-morrow. Gen. Banks has 1400 volunteers for the storm- 
ing’ party — and the negroes. Great confidence is felt that 
he will capture the place, Imt onlj^ a few know that to-mor- 
row is to be the day. We have mined the enemy’s works. 
Gen. Banks has about 15,000 men with him fit for duty. I 
have made ai*rangements to send you a dispatch from South 
West Pass at two o’clock to-morrow, with the latest up to 
that hour. 

Gen. Magruderwith considerable force recaptured Brash- 
ier City and partially reoceupied the Lafourche Country. 
His numbers are stated at 4,000— and sometimes as high as 
18,000. Much alarm has been and is still felt as to the 
safety of the city, but it is needless. I don’t mean that the 
military authorities are alarmed, but the citizens — who arc 
easity frightened. Our forces have retreated to Algiers — 
Magruder was supposed to be advancing on N. Orleans, l)ut 
to-night I hear he has retreated back to Berwick’s Bay. I 
regard the whole thing as simply an attempt to relieve Port 
Hudson b}" threatening the City and frightening Gen, Banks 
to come from Port Hudson to defend hi. 0. But New 
Orleans is not in danger of capture and Gen. Banks knows 
it. We have men and ships enough here to take care of 
ourselves. Magruder’s Texans must have done, however, 
a great deal of damage to plantations and the poor negroes, 
of whom they will carry off probably a largo number. 

If Gen. B. should fail to-morrow I suppose ho will at once 
raise the siege. 

Up to date, our whole loss at Port Hudson — killed, 
wounded and missing — is 1900. 

I hope to receive from you by next steamer the impor- 
tant instructions concerning Internal Revenue in Louisiana, 
and the date from which the tax is to ])c enforced. I shall 
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write more fully eoncernine’ the Custom IInU''r trouble^ if 
nece^*^arv. ])iit Mr. Iliitehiii^ i> uttendinii* to uud it i> 

better all .statements should come from him. I am perfectly 
satisfied however, that Mr. Bullitt will have* tol^e rt^liewsl 
that it will l>e necessitated by j^upVdU:nl reasons even if he 
was otherwise uiiex<*eptional)le. 


New Orleans, J^^hj lOtJu 180J, 

Dear Sir: The garrison of Port Hudson .surrendered 
unconditionally yesterday morning. Me have lifty pieces 
of cannon and nearly o.otMi prisoners. 

On the west ])ank of the River, hoth above and below 
Donaldsonville, the Rebels, mostly Texans, have been very 
troublesome. The^" have erected two or three batteries 
behind the Levee and lire into all passing’ boats. At the 
present low stage of the water, Gim])oats cannot operate 
etfectually against them. Their numl)ers are not known to 
me. Gen. Meitzel with 12,000 men has already crossed the 
River at Port Hudson, and is moving on their rear with 
the hope of capturing the entire force. In a very few days 
now, the Rebels will be driven out of the Lafourche. 

I told you of Mr. Pluml\"'s influence among the colored 
people, and during the past few days he has used it with 
wonderful success. Under a call from Gov. Shepley, four 
regiments are being raised for sixty dat^s service. Mr. 
Plumly obtained permission to raise a portion of the force 
from the colored men. One full regiment was foraied and 
mustered in, four or five dajus ago. Another full regiment 
has been mustered iiiAo-day, and by Saturday of- next week, 
Plumly expects to have the third and fourth regiments 
ready. Of white regiments but a few companies are 
formed. Mr. Plumly's son is colonel of the 2nd. colored 
r(‘giment. Gen. Ullman is not so successful as was antici- 
pated, for the reason that he is not the right kind of man for 
the position. His brigade, however, is full, I understand. 

We heard of the fall of Vicksburg on the 8th, — one day 
before Port Hudson surrendered. 

Mr. Hutchins will probably leave here for New York by 
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the steamer to sail next 4 Vedncsday (the fifteenth). I ha\-e 
much to mite concerning affairs in the Custom House, ]jut 
prefer to send l)y him. There has been nuu-h troulfic and it 
does not diminish. I think it all arises from IMr. Bullitt s 
desire to make the. M'hole organization of the Custom House 
in sympathy with his political tiews, which agree with the 
principles of the “True Delta." I think Mr. Bullitt is not 
only incompetent hut a A'ery bad man. Letters which Mr. 
Hutchins will take,'Avill give you more fully my opinions 
on this subject. 

Enclosed is Hen. Shepley's order calling out troops for 
City defen.se. They are not absolutely necessary now. but 
Avill be useful. 


New Oet.rans, July Jf>63. 

Dear Sir: Mr. Hutchins will not leaA'e by the '‘Creole," 
as Wiis expected, but Avill probably go on the "Morning 
Star” in about ten days. 

The Rebel force in the Lafourche and on the Tewhe is 
still there. MoA'cments are in progre.ss to cut tlu'-m off and 
capture them— or driA’o them back into Texas, and the nmt- 
ter will be decided in four or five days. 

Gen. Banks is expected in the. City to-inorroAv. Mr. 
Flanders has done but ]ittl(', as lu^ has been Avaiting lo see 
the General and have, him issue the necessary orders, and 
it has not been proper or necessary to intrude', such matters 
on his attention while engaged in his great work at. Poi't 
Hudson. 

For the .same reason, Mr. Blunily has not se.(',n (ien. 
Banks since my return, but he Avill ,se<'. him and ascc'.rlain 
whatever it may be desirable to know. 

Mr. Plumly is devoted to your inb'rcst — is a man of per- 
fect honor and cannot betmy. Of this I am fully satislied. 
And yet he holds this relation to you, at the. .sanavtinu' 
laboring under a coindetion that ho has been misrepre- 
sented to 3'ou, and that your confidence in him is impairt'd. 
I hav^e a.scertained this little by little, and of couiasc, not by 
direct questioning. For the interests of the colored people 
he laboiAS unceasingly and uiiHelfishl3'. Ho has gi'eat and 
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iiicrcasiiio- intiuence. He eiithu^iiiNtic and suiiip would 
.say, >ometimes visionary, but >u|jp]io> qualities p«s>ses^t>d 
neither by Mr. Flanders nor my.self— qiialitie.s uum^ ii-efiil 
ill the exeita])le South than in the North. The teeiing- that 
he deserves, but fails to possess your full contidence. seems 
to him a misfortune if not an injustice, ])iit does not seem 
to cause his personal loyalty to waver. 

The foregoing statement is the result of close and con- 
tinual observation of which he was not aware. Should nqv 
opinion change in the least ('which I do not anticipate) vou 
will he informed at once. 

1 suggest the propriety and expediency of your writing 
him a private letter such as will remove (in part at least) 
the impression under which he labors. At any rate it will 
he a kind action and I believe, worth while. 

No State government will be organized for a long time, 
and I am glad of it, for the time has not yet c^ome for surely 
succeeding in the plan of universal suffrage essential to our 
permanent success. The chances will improve day by day, 
and delay is an advantage — but of ffnal success I have little 
doubt. Men who fight well have to vote, and Gen. Banks 
will immediately organize all the negroes he can get. Gen. 
Andrews will command the ‘'Corps dklfriqiie'’ — a more 
proper man than Ullmann who will command a Brigade. 

A strong party is already forming here, w^hose leading 
idea is the restoration of Louisiana to slavery rnnl to the 
Union, of w^hich party Kennedy, of the "True Delta is 
an active and enterpxising leader and advocate. The fact 
that Gen. Emory, (commanding here in Banks" absence) is 
a bitter pro-slavery man, gives to this party a great but 
temporary advantage. With these, Mr. Bullitt, who is 
entirely under Kennedy’s control, seems to be in per- 
fect sympatby. Emory, Kennedy and Bullitt are much 
together— generally at BullitTs house. We already have 
too many pro-slavery Generals here, and the papers say 
Gen. Franklin is coming, who is supposed to be of the same 
stripe. 

I have talked wdth many officers of the old regiments here, 
and there seems to be much dissatisfaction in the army. No 
matter what the papers say, Gen. Banks is unpopular in his 
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army. There may be an improved state of feeling since 
Port Hudson fell, but that cannot make a very great differ- 
ence. The reason for this dissatisfaction is this. The whole 
army, from colonels down, is thoroughly abolitionized. 
They have seen the negi’oes drill and fight, and they want 
to give, them a chance and put down slavery. I have not 
seen a soldier who has not this feeling. But Grover, Emor\', 
tSherman (somewhat) and others, ha^'o ))een ostentatiously 
pro-slavery all along. (I do not include Weitzel, the l)est 
and most popular General here). The army thiidc these 
men control Banks and his policy, which up to a certain 
point, was conciliatory. Besides this they (the army) have 
acquired a very poor opinion of Banks’ ability as a military 
officer, but this may hai’e changed somewhat since the fall 
of Port Hudson. 

You remember that Gen. Banks changed his mild policy 
all of a sudden, and issued several severe orders in one day. 
It may be a significant fact that just previous to that time, 
ilr. Seward’s son (who was or is an Asst, secretari', I think) 
made a flying visit here, went to the front to see Banks, and 
after staffing here four or five days went back to New York. 
Gen. Banks can recover (in part at least) the army’s con- 
fidence, and remove dissatisfaction, by adopting a decided 
and severe policy, which I hope and think he will do. Anti- 
slavery feeding continues to develop and grow st(‘adil3^ Mr. 
Flanders is the very best man you could g-et for the position 
occupied by him. I want Mr. Hutchins to come back hero 
in official position, and will gladly gii’e up to him my place 
as Coll, of Internal Eevenue, if that will induce him, for I 
believe he would be of great use hero politically. 

Everything I have to write about Custom House matters, 
will be sent by the hands of Mr. Hutchins. 

There is great rejoicing here over the fall of Vicksburg, 
Port Hudson, over Rosecrans’ success, and the defeat of the 
Rebels at Gettysburg. I am sorry to say that no official 
answer is yet received to the question,s regar’ding “Int. 
Revenue Tax,” which I laid before you in Washington. 
We can do nothing but wait, until the date from which the 
tax is to be assessed is determined. 

Gen. Banks’ private secretai'y informs jue that Poi’t Hud- 
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.soil would have lieen fA'acuated, if the iiive>tiueut had ]>eeii 
delayed a few ]i<jur>. The Itehel C'oiuiiiaiidei* had the order 
to evacuate from Johustoio in his pocket, and had roiu- 
menced its execution when Banks appeared. This fact was 
not known until after the surrender. Johnston wanted the 
Port Hudson Garrison to join him back of Vicksburg*. 


Xew Orleans, 2JfiJu 1S63. 

Dear Sir: Mr. Hutchins goes to-morrow on the •‘Morn- 
ing Star He has thoroughly informed himself (Concerning 
Custom House and all other matters here, and he can lay 
these matters before you so clearly that there is no neces.sity 
of my saying* anything* about them, as I had intended. I 
have a good deal to do now, being* entirely occupied in the 
Permit office and in assisting Mr. Flanders in organizing the 
great work in his hands. I want to give up the Collector- 
ship of Internal Ee venue, because I do not like the place — 
its duties are not suited to my taste, and I can be more 
useful elsewhere. Mr. Flanders will require my whole time 
and energy in the Permit Office. I want you to make Mr. 
Hutchins Collector of Int. Eevomie, in my place, if you 
approve the suggestion. He will he of great use here, 
politically and otherwise, and the Treasury Department 
needs a greater number of able men here. Mr. Flanders, 
Mr. Plumly and myself think Mr. H. just the man for the 
position, and, while I am willing to be in any position where 
you think me most useful to yourself, I do hope you will 
take me out of the Int. Revenue Office, and let me manage the 
Permit Agency and SurveyoFs Office, where I shall be much 
more useful than here. I enclose my resignation, subject 
to your approval, so that, if you should appoint Mr. Hut- 
chins in conformit}" with this request, you will be entirely 
unincumbered b}’' me. If, however, you should not adopt 
my suggestions, nor grant my request, you can tear up the 
resignation and that will end it. 

Gen. Banks has taken hold of the enlistment of negroes 
with vigor and earnestnes.'^. Mr. Plumly is raising a Bri- 
gade, works hard and succeeds. The Rebels are cleared out 
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of the Lafourche, and a considerable force from Cfraiit’s 
army is moving down the Baimu Teche from Rod River. 


New Orleans, July 2 Jt,tli^ I 860 . 
Sir; I hereby respectfully tender lu}^ resignation as Col- 
lector of Internal Revenue for -the State of Louisiana. 


IMemphis, Aug. 6 th, 1863. 

Sir: At the request of Mr. Flanders, Supervising Sp. 
Agent, etc., I have come here to have an interview with Mr. 
Mellen, for the purpose of designating the respective juris- 
dictions of Mr. Flanders and Mr. Mellen— of harmonizing 
their action — of exchanging views and opinions and of receiv- 
ing and giving whatever information might bo of value to 
either party. Mr. Flanders was too busy to leave New 
Orleans. Mr. Mellen is not here, and not lining certain of 
finding liiin at St. Louis or Cincinnati, I shall return at once 
to New Oideans. 

Mr. Flanders’ letter of appointment makes him Super- 
vising Sp. Agent for the “States of Texas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi, within the lines occupied by the National forces 
operating in or from the Dept, of the Gulf; or after the 
Mississippi River shall have been fully opened from any 
other Department.” 

Mr. Flanders, under the circumstances, supposes his 
authority to extend entirely and exclusively, over the three 
States above-mentioned. I understand Mr. Mellen has sent 
an officer to Vicksburg. Mr. Flanders will send a proper 
officer to Natchez. I respectfully request that you define 
the jurisdiction of each of the Supervising Sp. Agents, that 
Mr. Flanders may know how far his authority extends and 
act accordingly. 

The Collector at St. Louis, by advertisement, gives notice 
that he will exact the 5 per cent, tax on shipments made 
direct to New Orleans. 

Shipments are made ly sea to New Orleans from New 
York and other Ports, unrestricted by any such tax. The 



Lin'TKK'^ FROM 'fo »’nA''K, otF,) 

cxuj'tif >n (jt thi^ tax nii -r.. tn tia* 

suniL‘ de^tiiiatloiu i'^ a di-tinctiou uf ,j p«a‘ ‘••‘tA. ‘n favor <»f 
Ea-teru and against Western Poit.--. TLi- to 

unjust — its etfect will he had and nuieli(li^.^atisfa<-tio!i un^e. 

I think the Collector at St. Louis and cullectois at other 
western ports, should receive iininediat«i instruction-, not to 
assess any tax on shipments made direct from their ports to 
the Port of New Orleans. 

I have received much infornuitiou from Mr, Yeatmaiu Sp. 
Agent at this Port, with whom 1 leave a cop\' of this letter 
to be forwarded to Mr. Mellen. 


Xew Orleaxs, Aytnixf 12fl, ims. 

Dear rfin: 1 returned two days ago from Memphis. I\Iy 
journey was partially unsuccessful, because Mr. Mellon was 
absent, but 1 had interviews with Gen. Grant, and other 
Generals commanding Posts, and acquired consideralde in- 
formation from Mr. ycutuuin. 

The people all along the River, and throughout ^Vestorn 
Mississippi, are abjectly submissive. I never supposed a 
people who htui boasted so much, could ])e so thoroughly 
subjugated. The organization of negro troops is progress- 
ing tolerably well both here and in Gen. Grands Depart- 
ment, ])ut in Grands army I perceive a prejudice against 
negro troops which does not exist here. I don't mean to 
say that it is general, but it is noticeable, although every one 
spoke highly of the tight! ng qualities of the negro troops as 
displayed at Milliken's Bend and other places. The gi*eat 
trouble in organizing negro troops anywhere along or near 
the River, is that the prime hands " have all been removed 
to Texas, or Eastwardly into Alabama. We shall get at 
them before long however. 

Mr. Piumly has gone to Natchez and will return in two 
or three dajvs. I think 1 told you that one of his sons is 
colonel in a negro regiment here. His other son commanded 
a battery in Elletds Marine Brigade, but Mr. Piumly has 
caused him to be transferred to this Department, and he is 
now raising a colored battery. Both these young men are 
line officers. 



400 


A:SlEmCAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A great expedition against Mo])iic is in preparation. 1 
do not know how many men will he used, nor in what man- 
ner nor at what time the attack will he made, Imt a portion 
at least of Grant's Army will go, and I think the expedition 
will start veiy soon — say in three or four weeks. After the 
capture of Mobile. I understand the long-deferred Texas 
expedition will start, and will advance from here probably 
by Avay of Red River. 

Mr. Plainly has had a full conversation with Gen. Banks 
concerning political matters. I have seen him ])ut once 
since the conversation and then for a few minutes only and 
therefore I cannot now give you a full report of the con- 
versation. I Old}" can say that Gen. Banks states positively 
that he has no alliance with Mr. Seward and never has had 
any. That he was approached Avith a proposition to make 
such an alliance, Avhich he did not accept. That Seward's 
friends, for their own purposes, have fretpiently created 
the impression that such an alliance existed, when it never 
has existed — and that he is under no obligations to them. 
That he regards you as the potrer at present in the Govern- 
ment, and would bo Avilling to come to an understanding 
with you. 

I believe what Gen. Banks says, and think 1 have cor- 
rectly reported the substance of his statements. IVIr. 
Plumly will return in three or four days, Avhen I write you 
fuUi/ concerning this matter. Ho left two days before my 
return from Memphis, and probably expected to meet me 
somewhere in the river. 

I now know that the letter I wrote you from Memphis 
was unnecessary. The Collector at St. Louis, advertised 
the collection of 5 per cent, on shipments to New Orleans, 
as I told you, but rec'd. proper instructions from you before 
the tax was exacted. Shipments of the Produce and live 
stock are coming here from St. Louis, and have already 
much diminished the cost of living here. 

I am satisfied 1 did right in recommending the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Hutchins in my j^lace, as Collector of Internal 
Revenue. I have more than T can do, although 1 h^avc the 
business of the Internal Revenue almost entirely to Mr, 
Whitaker, the Deputy. 
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A great pressure is brought to bear on Mr. Flanders and 
myself by holders of cotton and speculators, Avhoare urgent 
to bring their crops to the City by the River. Cen. Banks 
agreed to furnish Mr. F. with a plan whereby all interests 
would be protected. He vsubmitted to Mr. F. to-day, a 
general order on the subject, of which I quote two sections, 
which are the main features of the order. 

"'The owners of cotton and other staple products of the 
“country are hereby authorized to transport the same to the 
“Mississippi River at New Orleans, Donaldsonville, Fla- 
'' quemine. Port Hudson, or other points occupied by troops 
^'of the United States, and deliver the same to the author- 
“ized agents of the Treasury Department to be disposed of 
'^for thebenetitof theGovh. according to law. Such own- 
""ers or their Agents shall be entitled to receive upon such 
“deliverv, in the Treasury notes of the United States, at 

'"the rate of cents per pound for cotton, and a propor- 

"‘tionate sum for other staple products." 

“Loyal persons will be permitted, in addition to this 
“payment, to present claims to the Government for such 
“additional payment hereafter as may be deemed equitable 
^^and just. But no person shall be held or considered 
“to have an absolute claim against the Gov^t. except for 
“ the sum specified which is to be paid upon deliveiw of the 
"^propeidy. 

I do not approve, and shall advise Mr. Flanders, not to 
accept the foregoing, for various reasons — viz. — because 
I suppose the Gov’t, does not wish to speculate in cot- 
ton — because I do not think it will bring in large amounts — 
because I have understood that the Gov't, had once consid- 
ered the purchase of southern products by itself, and decided 
not to do it — because the labor will be immense much dissat- 
isfaction will necessarily’" be created, and because the whole 
thing being managed by Treasury officers, the responsibil- 
ity, blame if there be any, will fall upon the Treasury De- 
partment. 1 should not want to consent to such a new and 
decided project, without your previous sanction. ' 

I should rather Gen. Banks would increase the tax to $50 
per bale, or say, ten cents per pound, which should be the 
aggregate of all taxes imposed, and then permits would be 
H. Doc. 461, pt 2 26 
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issued to purchase anywhere on the Mississippi. In this 
case the Gov’t, would be saved great labor and would receive 
large returns — and would not act as speculator. Besides I 
think this would bring forward much more cotton, after 
it was generally known. Gen. Banks and Mr. F. will, I 
suppose, settle on some plan in three or four days. 

The city is very healthy and there are no signs of ^^ellow 
fever. There are a few cases at Quarantine, as there always 
are, but probably we shall have none in the city this season. 

I failed to mentioned, that Gen. Banks does not define 
our military lines within which trade can be permitted and 
probably cannot, as they frequently change. The Lafourche 
is the only section strictly and wholly within our lines, but 
that is not a cotton countiy. 


New Orleans, Sept, 1868. 

Dear Sir: 1 have the honor, to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter (unofBcial) of 26th, 4-Ugust. 

Of late my letters have been, necessarily, hastily written 
and imperfect. I supposed, however, you were kept fully 
informed by Mr. Hutchins, and more lately by Mr. Plumly, 
in person. 

The new regulations of which you speak have not yet 
reached me, but are expected by the next steamer. So far 
as I have observed, most of the complaints concerning the 
restrictions and taxes imposed come from people who are 
anxious to make large gains by trading with the enemy. I 
understand that a petition has been forwarded to you from 
here, asking for the removal of the five per cent, tax; but I 
do not think this would ever have been done, had it not been 
for the active exertions of Mr. Sargeant, Custom House 
Appraiser. 

Five per cent, tax is collected , on all shipments of sup- 
plies from this port to any point outside the city, whether 
for trade or family supplies. This is done by order of Mr. 
Flanders, with whom at first I did not agree as to the pro- 
priety of the order, but I now think it just and expedient. 
The poorer class generally buy their supplies from traders 
who have paid their five per cent. The planters and 
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wealthier people g'enerally send orders to their commission 
merchants in the city, who make the shipments. I do not 
see any impropriety in regarding* these transaction> as trade. 
If, in this communit\% only what was for trade >hould be 
taxed, 1 think government would receive but little, for many 
people would not hesitate to >ship, as for jdantation use, what 
they really intended for sale, and, owing to the size of plan- 
tations, in most cases without detection. 

The military authorities have interfered much with trade. 
Provost Marshal General Bowen allows nothing to go out 
of the city without the permit has his endorsement. He 
allows no one to use permit to trade, except the permit be 
first endorsed by the Pro. Marshal of the place where the 
goods are to be sold, and afterward endorsed in his office. 
On all permits to Baton Rouge two per cent, is collected by 
the Pro. Marshal. All cotton arriving here is taxed five 
dollars per bale for hospital fund. I think these unneces- 
sary militaiy restrictions are more vexatious to the public 
than all those imposed by the regulations of the Treasury 
Department, and I have endeavored to have them removed, 
and, at last, with promise of success. Gen. Bowen to-day 
informs me will cease to interfere, but the promise is not 
yet fulfilled. 

I have issued several permits to purchase cotton at points 
within our lines and below the mouth of the Red river. 
Considerable cotton has already arrived here and more will 
arrive. The guerillas in Mississippi are burning a good 
deal, and have captured two or three cotton traders in the 
vicinity of Baton Rouge, and, it is said have hanged one or 
two of them. 

It is impoi'tant that the extent of Mr. Flanders' jurisdic- 
tion be defined. You intimate that his authority will have 
the same geographical boundaries as that of the Command- 
ing General of this Department. General Banks informs 
me that his command terminates, and Gen. Grant's com- 
mences, at or near the mouth of Red river. Now the whole 
country up to points above Vicksburg has always drawn 
supplies from, and sent their produce to, this port. Any 
attempt to force- trade out of its fixed and natui*al channels 
by turning the produce up the river, would be attended 
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with diflaculty, expense and inconvenience; though the 
inconvenience would not be so much felt in the country 
between Vicksburg and Memphis. Of the truth of these 
statements I am reminded every day, by persons applying 
for supplies for Natchez and points above which have 
always been supplied from here, and from which the cotton 
has always come hither. You are aware that the factor 
generally makes advances on crops, and that the planter 
generally spends the proceeds of his crop before it goes to 
market. Most of these factors lived in this city, and, 
claims being still unsettled, they come to me for permits to 
bring down their cotton. I suggested to you that Mr. 
Flanders’ district should include all south of the Northern 
boundary (on west side of the river) of Louisiana, said line 
being extended right across the State of Mississippi. At 
any rate, it should go as high as Vicksburg or Natchez, at 
least, — on both sides of the river. You can tell better than 
myself whether this is objectionable because Mr. Fs’. dis- 
trict would then extend into two military departments; but 
I should think this no objection. 

Under instructions from the Treasury Department, spirit- 
uous liquors have been regarded as contraband of war, and 
have not been allowed to be brought to this port. On the 
first of September, the steamer Julia arrived here from 
Saint Louis, having on board more than one hundred bbls. 
whiskey, which was cleared (somewhat irregularly) from the 
Custom House at St. Louis. I detained it in Government 
Warehouse, not permitting it to go into consumption until 
receipt of instructions from you, when it will be delivered 
to claimants, or turned over to the District Attorney, as you 
may direct. Kennedy and Co., of this city, agents of the 
ownex's, have addressed a letter to you on the subject. 
Thirty barrels more arrived to-day, which was seized by 
Mr. Bullitt. If you have authorized the officers of Cus- 
toms at Saint Louis to clear whiskey for this Department, 
I should like to be informed of it. 

What you say of the ‘^‘True Delta” is quite correct, but 
I am sure you overestimate the influence of that paper. It 
makes a business of assailing all persons in office without 
regard to merit or demerit, and with an apparent disregard 
of truth. When the character of the paper is well under- 
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stood, as it is here, its influence is small. I have reason, 
however, for stating that no more articles will be written in 
the same strain; and for the reasons above mentioned* I do 
not think an\" printed explanation is necessary. 

In mv former letter, I quoted two clauses of a proposed 
order of Gen. Banks, for the purchase of cotton on behalf 
of g-overnment; said cotton to be paid for at such a price as 
might be deemed sufficient. In your letter of the 25th. you 
say ‘^“that these two sections correspond exactly with my 
own views; and I endeavored, at the last session of Con- 
gress, to obtain authority to receive property, and pay for 
it in the mode, and with the further provision for contin- 
gent additional payment, which he suggests. Congress, 
however, refused to confer this authority, and, of course, 
I do not feel at liberty to exercise it.'’ 

I wish to be distinctly informed if you are in favor of this 
project being carried into execution ]\v military order, my- 
self or other officers of the Treasury Department attending 
to the execution thereof. The quotation above made merely 
expresses your preference for this mode, to be executed in 
a certain manner, and I cannot conclude therefrom that you 
would desire its execution in the manner proposed by Gen. 
Banks. It is not too late to adopt Gen. Banks's plan here. 
Texas will -soon be occupied, and then no obstacle will be in 
the way of the execution of the plan. Please inform me if 
you would approve doing this thing in the manner proposed 
(military order), the agents of the Treasury Department 
executing such orders. I deem this matter of importance. 

There are three distinct waj's of managing the cotton 
trade, each having its merits and objections. First; that 
the militaiy authorities should seize all produce and turn it 
over to the Treasury Department. Second; that they 
should seize nothing, but that permits should be issued to 
traders to purchase it. Third; that the Government should 
purchase at a fair price according to Gen. Banks’s proposed 
order. These distinct plans, or a combination of two or 
three of them, are, I think the only methods whereby cot- 
ton may be brought out. This is not a subject that can be 
neglected and allowed to take care of itself, because heavy 
pecuniary interests are involved. 

I have conversed with Gen. Banks upon this subject. If 
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Toa approve of the adoption of his order, in the manner 
indicated, please inform me unofficially, and I can have it 
carried into effect. I have no doubt, without responsibility 
on your part. 

I enclose, for your information, a copy of letter relating 
to salaries this day transmitted to Commissioner of Internal 
Eevenue. 


New Orleans, 8ej[)teml)er 1863, 

Dear Sib: In your letter of the 26th, of August, you 
refer to an article in the ^'True Delta” entitled ‘‘an appeal 
to the West”. I think you attach too much importance to 
the article, and overestimate the influence of the paper. 
The Editor Kennedy is always in opposition to those in 
authority, unless he can make a personal gain by being- 
otherwise, and is fond of abusive language which he uses 
on all occasions. The character of the paper is so well 
known here that people estimate it at its true value. * What 
else can be expected of an Irishman (as Kennedy is) with 
red hair? 

I read to Gen. Banks such portions of your letter as were 
proper to be read by him, and he seemed gratified at such 
apparent confidence. He asked me to give him a copy of 
that portion of the letter referring to the “True Delta”, 
and he would see that there was no continuance of such 
remarks. I complied with his request, and he saw Dr. 
Kennedy about it, and to-day informed me that not only 
would nothing more of the kind be published, but the 
effect of the previous article would be counteracted — so far 
as it could be, without an appearance of effort, (j-en. 
Banks acted very kindly in this matter — voluntarily and 
sincerely. You must remember that Kennedy thinks that 
the greatest blessing Heaven has ever bestowed upon the 
South, is the institution of slavery, and of course he feels 
bitterly toward all supposed to be instrumental in abolish- 
ing it. You need not be surprised, however, to see before 
long in the “True Delta”, articles strongly in your favor. 
1 have lately cultivated Dr. Kennedy’s acquaintance and 
had an opportunity of doing him unexpected kindness. It 
is, probably, needless to say that Kennedy’s remarks about 
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the Treasury ofiBcers being* political agents, etc. . was entirely 
without excuse. I have been very cautioufe and .so has 
Mr. Flanders and Plumly, about giving any ground for 
such a statement. The fact that we are strongly in favor 
of the proclamation— in other words, Abolitioni.sts— was 
reason enough for Kennedy to say the most stinging things 
in his power. Kennedy is Banks' friend and praises him 
extravagantly. There have been some quarrels here among 
oflScials of the City Government, which resulted in the 
prosecution of a man named Collins for libel against some 
of the City officers. Collins was tried before Judge Hughes 
(the Provost Judge of the City, appointed by Gov. Shepley) 
and sentenced to six months imprisonment and a hne. Now 
Kennedy, as usual had repeated and endorsed Collins' 
charges with malicious vehemence, and after the trial, con- 
tinued to make the same charges for which Collins was 
sentenced. Whereupon he was prosecuted as Collins had 
Ijeen, but just before the trial was to occur, an order 
appeared from Gen. Banks abolishing Judge Hughe’s CouH 
(which had been established b}" Gov. Shepley) and turning 
the whole business of the Court over to Gen. Bowen. 
Thereby Kennedy was saved from punishment, which was 
the main object of the order. Subsequently an order was 
issued depriving the Mayor (appointed by Gov. Shepley) 
of all control over the city telegraph, used principally for 
police purposes, and this was soon followed by another 
order prohibiting all officers from receiving any pay except 
what their military rank entitled them to. This was a 
blow aimed at Gen. Shepley’s officers who have military 
rank, but fill civil positions for which they received the cus- 
tomary salary. Gov. Sheply has arrived here, and I am 
glad of it, for I think matters would soon have gone dis- 
agreeably far, in his absence. All this intrigue seems to 
me unmanly, and I consider Gen. Bowen (Pro. Marshal) 
mainly accountable for it. When I say that Gen. Shepley 
is your friend I mean, particularly, that he is an earnest 
advocate of that policy of which you are generally regarded 
as, if not the founder, at least the great and chief support. 
Bowen interferes with everything, hut I do not think he 
acts openly — at least I have never observed that he did. 
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I frequently consult witli Gen. Banks, as you request, yet 
without much result, for he is very slow to express a decision 
about anything and leaves much to his subordinate officers. 
This is very different from Gen. Butler, who not only 
decided all important matters, but personally arranged the 
smallest details. 

A great expedition left here a few days ago. They went 
to Sabine pass (which divides the coast of Louisiana from 
that a£ Texas) and were disgracefully repulsed, losing three 
Gunboats and all the men on them — viz . — the ‘‘Clifton^’ 8 
guns, “•Sachem” 4 guns and “Clinton” guns unknown. 
The Clifton was a powerful boat and veiy heavily armed. 
All three of them were disabled and captured. The expe- 
dition returned here without further loss and the advance 
on Texas will immediately be made overland. . I believe 
Gen. Franklin commanded the expedition. He landed with 
a few men, but the land was too swampy to permit the land- 
ing of a large force. Gen. Banks says the expedition failed 
for want of adequate supply of light draught gunboats, ))ut 
I am inclined to think it was not very well planned. How- 
ever the loss can easily be repaired and soon will be. The 
number of troops now in this Dept, is very large, and I 
believe they will easily sweep over Texas.. 


New Orleans, September'' 1863. 

Dear Sir: A new paper is started here called the “New 
Orleans Times”, which not only adopts the type, but is 
intended to be, in all respects, like the “ New York Times.” 
Its Editor is a Mr. Hamilton, for some time the New Or- 
leans correspondent of the “New York Times”, and its 
principal proprietor and capitalist is Mr. May, the planter. 
It has the support and patronage of Gen. Banks, who has 
thrown the “Era” overboard, and who expects probably 
that the “Times” will be a paper after his own style. I 
enclose the first copy. 

Mr. Flanders requests me to say that “Gen. Banks, 
about two months ago, sent to Richmond an emissary, one 
Mai tin Gordon, a registered enemy. The ostensible pur- 
pose of his going was to make arrangements so that com- 
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nnmications between the hostile forces might be conducted 
in a manner more in accordance with the u.^ages of civilized 
warfare, but that he (Mr. Flanders) does not believe this 
was the real object of his (Gordon's) visit. That Gordon 
returned here two or three days ago, and that the results of 
his visit gave great satisfaction to Gen. Banks." 

There were but two boats lost at Sabine Pass — the Clif- 
ton", 8 guns and '•Sachem", 4 guns. The Clinton'’ was 
not lost })ut escaped. The advance on Texas is to be made 
overland, as Gen. Banks informed me, and troops are — and 
for some time have been — collecting at Berwick's Bay. It 
is about time for them to start and I hear to-day that they 
have commenced crossing the Bay, but do not know whether 
it is true. I think the expedition will comprise about 
So, 000 men, and will undoubtedly be successful as the 
enemy have no adequate force to meet such numbers. 

Saturday afternoon I went down the Eiver 40 miles to 
see three government plantations and returned late Sunday 
night. These plantations will ]>e a source of great profit 
to the Government — and of greater profit next year than 
tliis, because they will be systematically conducted. As I 
have often stated to you, it is the greatest mistake in the 
world to suppose that free negroes will not labor well. There 
has been some trouble arising out of a want of confidence on the 
part of the negroes that they would be honestly paid, and this 
want of confidence is aggravated by the fact that they were 
generally cheated out of their pay last year by the lessees of 
the plantations. Col. Butler paid his hands, but most others 
cheated them. We paid them yesterday a small portion of 
their wages (on two plantations) to show them that the Gov- 
ernment meant to deal fairly with them. At the Point 
Celeste plantation 40 miles below the city, there will be two 
or three hundred hogsheads of sugar produced, and more 
than 100 bales of cotton. The nett profit on the plantation 
to the GovT., will probably be $25,000, which is probably 
as much as was usually cleared by the former proprietor. 
To go through these plantations and see their success, is both 
encouraging and interesting, and 1 intend to go up the Eiver 
at the first convenient opportunity to see the plantations 
above. 
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On the other hand, the old slave-holders generally fail. 
The negroes have no confidence in them and will not read- 
ih^ work for them, even for pay. I have told you this same 
thing heretofore. 

I have received your letter (official) informing me of a 
consignment to my care of coal, and that other consignments 
of articles considered contraband would be made in the same 
manner hereafter. Coal is much needed here, and there is 
no objection to its being sent down from Pittsburg also, b}" 
the River, under proper restrictions. 


New Orleans, Septeit%beT ^Ist^ 1863. 

Dear Sir: I have been drawing the salary of ‘‘Special 
Agt. and A(‘ting Surveyor’', for the following reasons: — 

1st. Because I did not know what my salary was to be as 
collector of the Internal Revenue. 

2nd. Because considerable money collected on sugar, was 
to be returned, and therefore the amount to be taken as 
percentage was uncertain. 

3rd. Because I had to have some money every month to 
pay expenses. I trouble you with this statement lest you 
might think 1 intend to draw two salaries, which has never 
been and is not my intention. When 1 receive pay as Col- 
lector of Int. Revenue and present my account I shall 
credit the Government what has already been received as 
surveyor. If this be not satisfactory, I will do whatever 
you suggest. 

I sold a boat which I considered mine, but Bullitt thought 
belonged to the Government. To save discussion, I shall 
cause it to be considered the property of the Gov’t. 

1 told Mr. Hutchins I had in my hands a surplus not 
accounted for in my old accounts as Collector of Customs. 
This statement was a mistake. On the contrary I am a 
little short, on account of one or two small vouchers never 
signed, but it is unimportant. My accounts as Collector of 
Customs, were all transmitted to Washington long ago, and 
it is to be hoped they will be soon examined and approved. 

1 have the charge of all money from whatever source col- 
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lected. except from eustoais. The amount now in mv hund.s 
from all sources, is not far from four hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The new Regulations have not yet been received. As 
before stated to you, it is most important that ]\Ir. Flanders' 
District should extend as high as possible up the River— 
for reasons given heretofore. 


Xew Orleans, 3/^(L 1363 , 

Dear Sir: 1 enclose several new General oi*ders just is- 
sued by the commanding General. 

Our troops are advancing up the Bayou Teche and alread}’' 
are some distance beyond Franklin. The Rebels will make 
a stand at Vermillion Bayou, if they should anj^where in 
Louisiana. 

Everything thus far has ])een satisfactory. 


New Orleans, Oct . 10 , 1863 . 

Dear Sir: Mr. Flanders starts for Washington to-mor- 
row. I wish to say that own opinions agree precisely 
with his, concerning all matters connected with the mili- 
tary administration of this Department, and concerning the 
comparative merits of Generals Butler and Banks. 

I do not think Mr. Flanders can make any statements, 
stronger than my own would be in regard to these matters. 

As you know, I have been here constantly, almost from 
the first occupation of the city by the Gov’t, forces, have 
necessarily come in contact with all classes of people and 
have good opportunities of forming a correct opinion. 
Everybody now here (except a few most rabid secession- 
ists) is General Butler’s friend. I regard his return here as 
essential to the best interests of the country. The army 
would receive him with delight, the people with satisfaction. 
We have made little or no progress since he went away and 
X expect none until he returns. 
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New Orleans, October ^3^ 1863. 

Dear Sir: I have to report that everything goes on well 
in the collection of the internal revenue and the duties under 
the Treasury regulations concerning trade. Business is 
reviving here, and the city begins to present sonaewhat the 
appearance of former times. During one day this week the 
receipts of cotton in the levee were about (5000) five thou- 
sand bales. The receipts of sugar and cotton will, I expect, 
soon be large, as there is a great deal of both in the Teche 
and Opelousas country which our troops are now occupying. 

At the last dates, our army had entered the town of 
Opelousas, and was evidently going to Alexandria. There 
has been no serious opposition, but a good deal of skirmish- 
ing. I do not think the rebels will make a determined stand 
in Louisiana, unless it be at Shreveport, where they are 

said to be concentrated. 

# 

I do not know the number of troops in the present cam- 
paign through the Teche and Opelousas. 

Gen. Banks is now in the city, but expects to leave for 
some point, to me unknown, in a day or two. Gen. Hamil- 
ton is also here and has made a very eflective speech to the 
Union associations. With him is Mr. Breckinridge, whom 
I recommended for. assistant special agent in Texas. 

To-day another expedition started for Texas, composed 
as near as I can ascertain, of about (4000) four thousand 
men, and quite a number of vessels. The Texas regiment 
forms a part of the force, and several refugee Texans accom- 
panied it. Gen. Hamilton, however, does not go with this 
force. They took with them extra arms and equipments, 
&c., for at least two thousand (2,000) men, and probably 
more. I have not been able to ascertain their destination, 
not wishing to make the inquiry of Gen. Banks; but I think 
it is in the neighborhood of Corpus Christi, or Brownsville 
at the mouth of the Rio Grande. I hope they will have 
better luck and more discretion than they had at Sabine 
Pass. 

When Mr. Flanders went away he left in my hands the 
Era newspaper property, which had been turned over to his 
hands by the Chief Quartermaster. He made the impression 
on my mind that an organization had been thoroughly effected 
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to make a bold y/v?*'/ state paper out of it at once, but after his 
departure I soon found that this impression was wholly 
erroneous. There was no organization, no plan, and I found 
that it was expected of me to develop and organize a paper 
by my own management and resources. The Times news- 
paper, principally owned by Mr. Thos. T. May, planter, has 
been a milk and water concern from the commencement. 
This was not the fault of Mr. May, whose opinions are pos- 
itive and radical, but one sixth of the paper was controlled 
by an adverse, ‘^jDlanting interest’! This one sixth I have 
succeeded in buying out, and as one third more is owned by 
a waimi friend of mine, I shall be able, after making some 
other arrangements, which it is not worth while to mention, 
to control the paper as to any favorite policy or man. J 
shall endeavor to secure also to Mr. Plumly an interest in 
the Times. Of course it is not imblicly known that 1 have 
anything to do wdth it. I cannot now de^lermine what to do 
with the Era, but shall use my best judg’nient about it. I 
desire to control, directly or indirectly, tlu’ee papers in this 
city (i. e. two besides the Times’',) that they may be 
induced to advocate the reestablishment of State authority 
here under a new Constitution — a free constitution forever 
prohibiting slavery in Louisiana; and also that they maj?^ 
give a just prominence to the importan(‘.e of government 
finances and a just appreciation of the ability with which 
they are managed. 


New Orleans, Noeemher r)th^ tSOS. 

Dear Sir: I once gave you my opinion brielly of Dr. 
Cottman, but think proper to repeat it nion^ fully now. 
Dr. Cottman has as much personal inlluencc as any man in 
Louisiana, — perhaps more, and he has it without deserving 
it. He justly possesses a great re])utati()n as phynician and 
surgeon, though now he practices but litl-hL He is active, 
energetic, full of zeal and determination in whatever ho 
undertakes, of unconquerable prejudices, and uthudy unre- 
liable. He knows everyone and is known to everyone. 
His manners are pleasing. He is said to play a g'ood game 
of poker, and possesses a greater imagination than memory. 
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All these qualities make him the most valuable and uncer- 
tain of friends— or as an enemy much to be dreaded. He 
has no reputation for veracity; those who know him best 
put no confidence in anything he saj^s; yet he repeats his 
statements with such energy and assurance, that they have 
a certain effect. 

He tells me he has several confidential and important let- 
ters from the President, and I am informed that the Presi- 
dent addresses him as “Dear Tom”, and yet when he was 
last in Washington he wrote letters to Louisiana which 
would not please the President, if he should see them. In 
one letter, written just before he left Washington, he 
infoi-ms his correspondent that “ the Lincoln government 
has gone to the devil; that the Southern Confodci'acy is a 
fixed fact”; and that his correspondent, a planter, “must 
have patience and hold on and all would be well.” This 
letter was written to a gentleman up the river, whose plan- 
tation was visited three weeks ago by Gov. Shcpley, Oapt. 
Cozzens and myself. He showed the letter to Gov. Shepley 
and Capt. Cozzens, both of whom informed me of its 
contents. 

Personally, Dr. Cottman and myself are excellent friends, 
but in the proper reorganization of this State, ho will do all 
he can to thwart the efforts of free-state men. 

Of the pro-slavery secret society, which tried to spring 
an election upon the people here, Mr. Summers was an 
active and leading member. Mr. Summers was formerly 
Eecorder in this city, and is a pro-slavery LTnwn man, if 
that expression docs not contain a contradiction of terms, 
and as Superintendent of Bonded Warehouses, holds a sine- 
cure office in the Custom House at |1500. per year. 

Another member of this society — Mr. Follows — is an old 
friend of mine, but 1 believe was drawn into it by the 
influence of his wife and her relatives, and that ho now 
deeply regrets his action. 

The registration of loyal voters is now progressing under 
the supervision of Mr. Durant, appointed by Gov. Shepley. 
The Union Associations have already become in effect free- 
State Associations, and will have great influence, whenever 
an election occurs. 
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I am not informed when an ele<dion will be ordered, but 
probably not until we hold more of the State than at present. 

In my last I informed you that an expedition of about 
4,000 men had gone to Texas, probably to the western por- 
tion near the Rio Grande. This has not yet ])een heard 
from, but we now expect intelligence nearh" eveiy day. 
The main portion of the army is near Opelousas, where they 
have been advancing and retreating for the past month. 1 
suppose we have about 30.00O men there, and the rebel army 
opposed to them is about S,<t00 strong, of whom about 
are cavalry and mounted infantry. I know nothing of the 
plan of the campaign, and no one else seems to know any- 
thing about it: but under a military leader like Gen. Banks, 
we are bound to believe that the best plan of profoundest 
strategy has been adopted. 

The interference of the navy in the commerce of the low^er 
Mississippi, about which I wrote you recently, has ceased or 
nearl}” so, and is no longer a source of annoyance. 

Cotton is coming in freely. The amount of cotton shipped 
from this port from the 18th. of March to the first of No- 
vember, is 30,500 bales and there are 7,000 or 8,000 bales in 
the city. I shall expect the arrival of perhaps 50,000 bales 
before the first of next June and much more than that if the 
military successes are what might be expected from so large 
an army as is now in this Department. 

The receipts of money are becoming quite large, both in 
the Internal Revenue office and in the Internal Trade office. 
The amount received in both these offices together to-day is 
134,000, yesterday ^32,000, Day before yesterday $48,000. 
I shall soon have $1,000,000. of government money in my 
hands. 

Everything in the way of business is now going on well 
and satisfactorily- 


New Orleans, JVovemher 6t7i, 1863. 
Dear Sir: I told you in a former letter of the N. O. 
Times, -and of my expected success in purchasing an interest 
in it. This success is fully achieved, and I own a sixth 
interest in the paper. You will find henceforth that the 



416 


AMERICAN' HISTORICAL ASSOOIATTOH. 


N. 0. Times will be particularlj" the friend, supporter and 
advocate of yourself. You mentioned Mr. May in a speech 
iu Cincinnati I think. A brief report of the speech was 
published here and gave Mr. May much gratification. He 
will be your friend. The paper is rather feebly edited at 
present, but that can be rectified. I have proposed the 
publication of a Weekly edition, and the ^‘Weekly N. 0. 
Times” will appear in a few days. 

The N. O. Era was turned over to Mr. Flanders by the 
Quartermaster. Gen. Banks has taken it bac'k again and 
assumed control of it, under militaiy authority. The rea- 
son for this action I do not understand. Gen. Banks is now 
absent on the Texas expedition. When he returns, I hope, 
through Mr. Plumly, to make some arrangement where]>y 
Mr. Plumly and his and my friends, can control the Era 
and its political management. 

The establishment of a national bank is in progress. The 
amount already subscribed is about $250,000. At a meet- 
ing of the subscribers, a resolution, introduced by myself, 
was passed, to the effect that the capital stock of the bank 
should be not less than $500,000. That amount can l>e 
obtained, and probably much more. When the thing first 
started, 1 feared that it might be controlled by those who 
were not warm friends of the administration, ])ut there is 
now no ground for such fears, as four-fifths of the stock 
subscribed is owned by men of unconditional loyalty. In 
addition to what is already subscribed, young Mr. Graham, 
who is here, and brought letters from Mr. Plantz and 
friends of yours, has authorized me to put his name down 
for from $50,000. to $150,000. as may ])e necessary. Mr. 
Graham is the son of Col. John L. Graham. Mr. Ilutchins 
is expected here in a few days, and I expect the subscrip- 
tion of himself and friends will ))e large. 

The following advertisement presents the names of some 
of the stockholders. My own subscription is necessarily 
small. 

From the organization of this bank you may be assured 
that whatever political influence it has, will be upon the 
right side. 
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Orleans, iuht j" lSt)o, 

Dear Sir: A political movement lately ])een marie in 
this btate, which threatened to be of considerable conse- 
quence. It seems an organization was made many weeks 
ago by the ''planting interest/’ the copperhead faction and 
a few pro-slavery Union men. Persons went to Washing- 
ton to get promises of support, but the whole matter was 
managed with entire secrecy, both as to the real object to 
be accomplished, and the method of its accomplishment. 

The object of the movement was simply to restore the 
State to the Union with the old constitution, with slaverv 
restored and preserved, and to place the whole authority of 
the State government in the hands of a few pro-slavery 
leaders, who are simply unsuccessful, but not repentant, 
secessionists. The organization, composed of but few 
members, some dozen or twenty, held secret meetings, in- 
tending to spring suddenly an election upon the jieople on 
the second inst., and accomplish their designs by a kind of 
coHj? dt etat. Had they been successful, the}’ expected 
Mississippi and other southern States would have followed 
their example. 

When Dr, Cottman returned from Washington, great 
activity among them w'as apparent. The Dr. travelled up 
the river and through the Lafourche. He also went to 
Vicksburg, and passed out into the State of Mississippi be- 
yond the federal lines. He informed me that he had with 
him important letters from President Lincoln, which en- 
abled him to make the expedition with safety with the 
hope of great results ; that he consulted with Judge Sharkey, 
and many other principal men of Mississippi, all of whom 
coincided wdth his views and wishes, and promised that 
Mississippi would follow wherever Louisiana would take 
the lead. He even said President Davis was in favor of 
peace, and willing that he himself should be sacrificed if 
the people desired it. In their secret meeting it was stated 
to this cabal that 'their plan was favored by — ('I suppose 
this meant the President’) by Mr. Seward and by Mr. Blair; 
that Gen. Grant had promised to assist as much as he could 
through his Provost Marshals in the Northern part of the 
State; and it was also approved by General Banks,’ 

H. Doc. 461, pt 2 27 
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Dr. Cottman returned from Vicksburg, and on the 26th 
of October the accompanying pronunciainento was pub- 
lished: 

[Advertisement.] 

An Addre^i^ io ihe Citizens^ of Loumana. 

We address you as citizens loyal to the Government of the United 
States, and, as such, having duties to perform to your State, your country 
and Republican institutions. These institutions are in danger; your 
country is engaged in a terrible and devastating war, and your State 
without a regularly organized civil Government. The obligations rest- 
ing upon you to perform these duties are paramount, and require from 
you, in some particulars, an energetic, immediate ac'tion. 

The want of civil Government in our State can, by a proper effort on 
your part, soon be supplied, under laws and a Constitution formed and 
adopted by ^murselves, in a time of profound peace. It is made your 
duty, as w^ell as your right, to meet at the usual places, and cast your 
votes for State and Parish officers, members of Congress and of the State 
Legislature. 

Hitherto in our history the direction of these elections has been had 
by your chosen agents, the executive officers of the State government. 
Now all these are found absent from their posts, and there are no others 
in their places who have issued the customary orders or made the usual 
preparation for the coming election. The dav, as fixed by our laws, is 
Monday, the 2d day of November next, 1863; but because of this, there is 
and can be no reason why you should l)e prevented from the full exercdso 
of your political rights and duties. Heretofore, in a thousand instances, 
the people have met and exercised the right of suffrage at the appointed 
time, without any other formal call than that proclaimed l)y the law' 
itself; and in a hundred cases of contested elections, the votes thus cast 
have been decided to have been legally cast, and the persons voted for 
been decreed to have been legally elected. 

There is, then, nothing to prevent your meeting on the day fixed by 
law”, and selecting your agents to carry on the affairs of government in 
your own State. The military will not interfere with you iu the quiet 
exercise of your civil rights and duties, and we ihink we (‘un assure you 
that your action in this respect will meet the approval of the National 
Government. Even now, the day of election in every rebellious State 
has passed, with the exception of Louisiana, and should you suffer that 
to pass, the whole c,ountry will be in a state of anarchy, without any 
civil government of the people’s own choosing, and subject to the dan- 
ger of being thrown, as '‘vacated” territory, into the hands of Congress, 
where the wish of many is, that our State, with others, shall be thrown. 
We charge this design upon a certain faction here and at the North, the 
result of whose action, in our minds, threatens to destroy Republican 
liberty and Republican institutions. 

We urge upon you action in this important crisis. It will convince 
the world of our wish and determination to do what in us lies to return 
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to the management of our civil affair:?: it will encourage all wlio are 
desirous of x>eace in other States; it will have a tendency to i*au>e those 
in arms against their e<jrnmon country to cease this deadly strife; it will 
set an example to all— both Xorth and Soiith-^which it would be wiiole- 
some for them to follow; in short, the tendency of your course on the 
approaching day of election, wall be for the weal or woe of our coniinon 
country, as you act the part of true citizens by voting, or by neglecting 
to vote fail in your duty. 

On the 2d day of Xo vernier, then, go to the polls and cast your votes 
as usual; your chosen Congressmen will take their seats on the 1st Mon- 
day of December; your chosen Legislators will meet on the M Monday 
of January and organize; your State officers will on the same day he 
inaugurated, and thus the wheels of Civil Government will }>e once 
more set in motion in our State, and, we trust pros{>erously and for the 
benefit of mankind. Fail to make this little effort, and your last oppor- 
tunity for renewing Ci\dl State Government, in accordance with legal 
proGsions, will fruitlessly pass, with the pmbahle destruction of Repub- 
lican Institutions. 

Louisiana has always been at heart loyal to the Tnited State^. She 
never seceded by a majority vote. The true interests of her citizens 
comported only with her remaining loyally in the Tnion. She was 
juggled and forced into the position of seeming rebellion, but in our 
opinion she was and is still one of the United States. Xow that it is 
practicable — ^thanks to the gallant Army and Xavy of the United States — 
her citizens desire to assume forthwith their old status, and to replace 
the star of their State, with lustre bright as ever, on the glorious flag of 
our common country. 

We raise no minor points. Our objects are to eestore thjb union 
AND PRESERVE THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION. If the influence of succes- 
sive events and altered circumstances require changes in our domestic 
laws and policy, we shall hereafter have leisure to effect these changes. 
The rebellion is over when all opposition to the execution of the laws is 
subdued. These laws, however, necessarily and as a consequence 
remain, and only traitorously disposed persons will impede their effec- 
tive operation. 

Let us arise, then, and go forth and perform the imperative and 
sacred duty of electing the officers of a Civil Government for Louisiana, 
on Monday, the second day of November, the time appointed by our 
laws; and if we fail, it may he the last time we will have the power of 
acting as freemen. 

By order of the Executive Central Committee of Louisiana. 

W. W. Pugh, President 
E. Ames, Vice President 

J. Q. A. Fellows, Secretary. 

New Orleans, October ^6, 1863. 

Gov. Shepley addressed a letter to Gen. Banks, making 
inquiries if this thing was by his wish, and received a reply 
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which I hai^e seen, in which Gen. Banks disapproved the 
project totally, as undesirable, illegal and unauthorized. 
This secret association had already nominated all the State 
officers and members of Congress. J. L. Riddell, former 
postmaster, was to be Governor, Cottman was one of 
the candidates for Congress. On the list of candidates 
were two registered enemies, two who had signed the 
ordinance of secession (Cottman one of these,) and two or 
moi’e who had held military office under the Confedei-ac 3 L 
They did not publish their ticket, (though 1 have seen some 
of them.) The method by which they became known it is 
not necessaiy to mention. 

About this time they made application to the Unioti Asso- 
ciations, by a letter to the President, Mr. Durant, requesting 
their cooperation. Mr. Durant replied, and the correspond- 
ence, which was published, is annexed hereto. 

Correspondence. ^ 

At a meeting of the Free State General Committee of the Union 
Associations of the Parishes of New Orleans and Jefferson, held on 
Friday Evening, the 30th. Oct., 1863, the President, having laid before 
the Committee copies of a communication from the othcers of the Louisi- 
ana State Executive Committee, and the reply of the President and 
Secretary thereto, it was, on motion, 

Resolved, Unanimously, that the action of tlie President and Secretary 
be approved, and the said correspondence published in the Tbnes and 
Era. 


Louisiana State Executive Committee, 

No. 83, St. Charles Streett, 

New Orleans f October ^7, 186S. 

To the President arid Members of the Central Committee of the Parishes of 
New Orleans and Jefferson: 

Gentlemen— With the object of speedily and completely restoring 
Louisiana to her proper position as a loyal member of the Union, we 
cordially invite you to join us, on Monday next, the 2(1 of November, 
the day fixed by the laws of Louisiana for a general election, in the elec- 
tion of members of Congress, State officers and members of the 
Legislature. 

We have the honor to inclose you herewith: 

1st. An address to the citizens of Louisiana, dated October 27th, inst., 
in which our views are set forth. 

2d. Copy of the rules and regulations adopted by us for the conduct of 
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the electhtn, in whieu ue heheve y«-n vlil tn cr.nenr. If you 

(ihpent froiu them in any iv^peet, w siiall he La]»i)y to entertain any 
Mtuire;=-tions of your? for ehanuinu tlieni 

A ('< miplete li^t < »f our nomination^ it tr (fonirre,''^rnen. State offieer?. 
and the Lej^idative Representative?^ freun Xew O^Ieari^. S^jfarasyou 
may dissent from our nomination^, you will, of eoiirse, niake them fe>r 
yourselves, a matter which will <rive you little trouble and consume lint 
little time, because of your thorouirh oruunizations. Y<inr ]>arti>ansan(I 
ours all aim to repla(*e our State fully in tlie Enion, with tlie atlvantajzes 
of a Civil (fovernment of her own, administered liy loyal officers chosen 
by her loyal citizens. IVe are aiming to accuinplisli thi< in a manner 
wffiich we deem strictly legal and emineutly practical. We propose to 
postpone the consideration of suliordinate matters, howmver important 
in themselves, until this jiaramount object is acconipli‘=ihed. If we are 
not misinformed, you propose to get this State in position again through 
the agency of a Convention of the people, to be called hereafter. With 
all due courtesy, gentlemen, we assent to take the voice of the people, 
through the ballot-box, on the propriety of callintr a Convention. The 
election of Monday next wall in no wise interfere with or delay the call 
for a Convention; but considering the unavoidable days attendant upon 
the Convention plan, if that alone be relied upon for the restoration of 
Civil Government; and moreover, considering how important it is that 
we should be rejmesented in the United vStates Congress, which meets 
the 1st. Monday in December next, little more than a month hence, we 
trust you wdll reciprocate our courtesy and (‘o-operate wdth us in the 
election to be held on Monday next. 

Respectfully communicated, in obedience to the resolution of the 
Committee. 

W. W. Pugh, PreBideid, 
Edwabu Ames, Vice President, 

J. Q. A. Fellow’S, Secretary. 


Fkee State General Committee op the Union Associations 

OP THE Parishes op Kew’ Orleans and Jefferson. 

New Orleans, October SStli. 1868. 

To W. W. Pugh, Esq., President; E. Ames, Esq., Vice President; J. Q. A. 
Fellow’S, Esq., Secretary, E.re(%itlre C€iitr<d Coimniitee of Louisiana: 
Gentlemen: On yesterday, betw’een one and tw’o o’clock, P. M. the 
President of this Committee received your communication of that date. 

Aon invite UvS to join you on Monday next, the 2d of November, the 
day, you say, fixed by law' for a General Election, in the election of 
members of Congress, State Officers and members of the State Legislature, 
The enclosures referred to by you, viz: 

1st. Address to the people of Louisiana. 

2nd. Copy of rules and regulations adopted by you for the conduct of 
the election. 

3rd. - A complete list of your nominations have not been received. 
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IVe respectfully decline the invitation you have tendered. 

No election for Members of Congress can be held in Louisiana until 
the State shall have been divided into live Congressional Districts, com- 
posed of contiguous territory, each District to elect one member only, 
according to the act of Congress of 14th July, 1862. (See 12th. Statutes 
at Large, p. 572. ) 

The State can be divided into Districts only by the Legislature thereof, 
or by Congress, according to the first paragraph of the fourth section of 
he first article of the Constitution of the Dnited States. 

We consider your proposed attempt to hold elections for Congress, 
setting aside all questions of your total want of authority to hold any 
election whatever, as a violation of the Constitution and the act of Con- 
gress, which are the supreme law of the land. 

There is no law in existence, as stated by you, directing elections to 
be held on the first Monday of November. 

The Constitution of 1852, as amended by the Convention of 1861, was 
overthrown and destroyed by the rebellion of the i)eople of Louisiana, 
and the subsequent conquest by the arms of the United States does not 
restore our political institutions. 

But not only is your movement illegal, but unjust; you are only a 
party. What principles of State policy you may entertain you have not 
referred to in your communication. As a party, then, without the con- 
sent and against the wishes of the only lawful authority here, the Military 
Governor and the Commanding General, you undertake to appoint your 
own Commissioners of Election; hold the polls at such places as you 
may select; admit such electors as to you may seem proper, and on such 
proceeding you propose to declare yourselves (for who could be chosen 
but yourselves?) officers of the State of Louisiana, and to assume the 
functions of a State Government here; while in all these proc'eedings, 
the plan of which is known only to yourselves, your opponents have no 
opportunity of participating. We beg yon to reflect how unjust such a 
course would he, could it be carried out. 

We look upon the result of such an attempt as a mere nullity, pro- 
ducing no legal effect. 

Our cooperation in your movement, which we refuse, (jould not give 
it the semblance of validity. Neither you, nor we, nor both of us 
together, are the people of Louisiana; nor have we the right to treat as 
null and void the act of the Government of the United Stares, as you 
propose to do. 

^ The Military Governor has ordered a Registration of the names of all 
citizens who are willing to take a certain oath of allegiance to the United 
States, with the view of ordering an election of Members to a Constitu- 
tional Convention. The test oath, you will find on examination, to be 
conceived in the most liberal spirit. It excludes no man on account of 
his past conduct. It rejects no man on account of his opinions on ^^sub- 
ordinate matters however important in themselves.’’ Every loyal man 
can take that oath. 

The Registration, when completed, will have ascertained, who the 
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loyal citizen? of the State are, un<i, with the conliai cooperation of lo3*aI 
men, it can soon he coinpieted. This we t on>irler tlie onlv just path to 
the re-toratiun of Civil Government in the State, and we most 

happy if you would tread it in our coiupaiiy. 

Belie\ing, then, that the course you proi>o^e to pursue is iileaal and 
unjust, however loyal may be the sentiments which inspire it, wc again 
respectfully decline the invitation you have courteously extended us, 
to co-r^perate with you. 

And with great respect, gentlemen, ha' yourselves personally, we have 
the honor to be your most obedient servants. 

Thomas J. Dfrant, President. 

Ja^^ees Graham, Secretanj. 

P. S. The enclosures you spoke of have since been received. 

T. J. D. 

Gov. Shepley, by two or three firm but mild letters, put 
a stop to the whole proceeding. Had they proceeded with 
an election, he would probably have broken it up bv arrest- 
ing and imprisoning the whole gang. As it was, they had 
not the opportunity to become martyrs; and the whole 
movement, which was nothing butcopperheadism andseces- 
siouism in disguise, after creating much excitement and 
indignation among the Union men, resolved itself into a 
ridiculous farce. The whole thing has had a healthy effect, 
and weakened and disgraced its authors. The newspapers, 
Times and Era, assumed the proper position and in the 
proper manner. I clip from them the two enclosed articles, 
as illustrating the view taken of the affair by Union men. 

The other leading newspapers were silent. 


New Oeeeans, Nov, Wth^ 186 S, 

^ Dear Sir: The Bank enterprise progresses well. The 
amount already su]>scribed is over §500,000. and some of 
the subscribers have already paid in the first installment. I 
have used every exertion to advance the undertaking and 
not without results. Mr. Graham has subscribed largely 
and done all he could. He will be one of the Directors and 
probably cashier. It is intended the capital shall be 
1^500,000. 

I shall endeavor to have the whole stock paid in during 
the next sixt}" days, that the whole may be at once invested 
in bonds and that we may get under full headway at once. 
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xlnxiety is felt, lest the suppl}^ of U. S. bonds should be 
exhausted before we are ready to purchase. I hope you 
will retain, if possible, bonds to the amount of $250,000. for 
us, and if I succeed in getting the whole sum paid in, we 
shall want twice that amount. I do not hesitate to make 
this suggestion, knowing that you understand the impor- 
tance of starting the First National Bank of New Orleans 
successfully and without delay. The men controlling this 
thing, are of the right kind. I shall send you a list of the 
stockholders. Dr. Cottman goes to Washington to-morrow. 
I recently told you about a letter written by him to a planter 
here. It seems that Gov. Shepley and Capt. Cozzens told 
Gen. Thomas and Gen. Wadsworth about it, who told 
Cottman, who goes to Washington to explain and probably to 
accuse and make trouble. He says that he takes the letter 
with him, that the President and yourself may see exactly 
what he wrote. Of course I had nothing to do with the 
matter. I gave my opinion of Dr. Cottman in a former 
letter. Mr. Plumly thinks he has not much influence, hut 
I know he has and gave the reasons. Dr. Cottman is not a 
valuable friend,- but ho would be an unpleasant enemy. He 
is by no means hostile to you, and should not be permitted 
to become hostile. 

Of course you already know of the capture of Browns- 
ville, Texas. It is reported that 3,000 refugees have come 
in already. Gen. Hamilton left for Texas to-day and Mr. 
Brackenridge, Ass’t. Sp. Agent went with him. Gen. Banks 
has not yet returned. 1 am annoyed a good deal about 
trade, and trade stores, for want of co-operation and ap- 
proval of some of the military authorities, but it will come 
out all right. I repeatedly requested Gen. Banks when 
here, to define the Trade and Supply Districts, ])ut, as usual, 
failed to obtain any sort of decision. He is expected here 
shortly and it shall then be arranged. 

There has been some skirmishing between the different 
authorities — Gen. Stone — the Quartermaster — Gon. Shep- 
ley, Gen. Bowen and the District attorney. It is of little 
or no consequence, and I only mention it, because, probably, 
Dr. Cottman will exaggerate it. 1 have no trouble with 
any one. The District Attorney pitched into me last week, 
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and seized all the e<jtton in the City Warehriuses. He was 
defeated and never knew who hurt him. 

Military operations in Louisiana seem to ]>e at a '-tand — 
nothing is being done on the Tecdie and many of the troops 
are being withdrawn to be sent to Banks in Texa-'^. 

I hope Mr. Flanders will return soon, for I have more to 
do than can be well done by one person — especially since 
this Bank business has taken much time and etfort. 


2sew Orleans. Dec, JftJi 1863, 

Dear Sir: I have received from Mr. Flanders, your 
appointment of myself as Sp. Agent and Acting Collector, 
and assumed the duties of the office on the first of this 
month. 

You can understand, although I cannot adequately express, 
my appreciation of your kindness in restoring me to my 
former position. I value it chiefly because it enables me to 
be of more use to you, than would be possible in any other 
place. 

Mr. Graham has l^een unanimously elected Cashier of the 
new Bank, and shirts for Washington to-morrow morning. 
He is quite well informed in regard to all matters here, and 
his personal statement will give you fuller information than 
anything 1 can write. Mr. Graham has worked zealously 
for the Bank and is already well known and much respected 
here. 

Mr. Flanders was elected President on the imderstanding 
that he should resign the Supervising Sp. Agency in favor 
of Mr. Plumly. I assure you that his resignation should be 
accepted and Mr. Plumly receive the appointment. This is 
essential to the success of the Bank and your interests. 1 
do not want to be Supervising Sp. Agent, for 1 can be of 
more use to you in my present position. Mr. Flanders 
cannot long retain his present position, for next month 
Gov. Shepley will order an election, and then Mr. Flanders 
is sure to go into political position. This he can do and 
still be the Bank President— though he could not be a Sup. 
Sp. Agent. Besides Mr. Flanders has not sufficient exemtim 
business ability to attend to the various and perplexing 
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affairs of the Agency — but Plumly has. Mr. F. is truly 
and wholly your friend. On this point I asked him directly, 
and his answer was satisfactory — for he is entirely truthful 
and earnest. I hope you will not think best to hesitate con- 
cerning this change. 

I thank 3^011 again for yonv repeated kindness and your 
conlidence and remain. 


December 20th, 1S63. 

Dear Sir: Everything is quiet in the Department of the 
Gulf— and likely to remain so. 

Gen. Weitzel was absent four daj^s on his expedition, of 
which the object was to destro}^ the Rebel Gunboat ' ^ Cotton 
which was accomplished. Gen. Weitzel lost six men killed 
and 27 wounded. Loss of the enemy in killed, wounded 
and prisoners, about three times as much. I learned from 
Weitzel last night, that he undertook the expedition on his 
own responsibility and without the knowledge of Gen. 
Banks. 

I hear from outside our lines, that the enemy are remov- 
ing all the new troops from the Mississippi to Virginia, and 
replacing them with a greater number of veterans from the 
Virginia army. That they are throwing some of these vet- 
erans into the Teche country — placing some at Port Hudson, 
and are making eveiy arrangement for a desperate defence 
of the Mississippi. 

I regret to say that it seems to me Gen. Banks will not 
succeed here. He has accomplished nothing, even in mak- 
ing preparations. The universal wish (except from seces- 
sionists) is for the return of Gen. Butler. Even if all the 
accusations against him were true, he would accomplish 
great things of benefit to the country. He used to do more 
in three days than Gen. Banks has done since his arrival. 
This is the most important point in the whole country, and 
the most able man should be here. I thought things were 
bad enough when Gen. Butler was here, though 1 believe 
there was nothing wrong except toleration of speculators — 
hut now, although there seems to bo entire honesty, the 
situation and prospect is disheartening. 
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The "’Avieto" haf^ escaped from Mohile. Com. Prchle, 
you rememhcr, was dismissed for permitting her to run in. 
She carries seven or eight guns, is not iron-clad, and is tol- 
erably swift. 

Xo military movements are going on, nor in preparation, 
so far as I can see 

Cten. Banks declines doing anything for Texas. I asked 
him to send one regiment and a battery to Brownsville, cap 
ture the place — form a nucleus for ref ugee Texans — furnish 
them with ammunition and break up the immense trade be- 
tween Mexico and the Confederate States. He declined. 
This trade is already very large, and is rapidly increasing. 
It extends down as far as San Luis Potosi. Enclosed are 
copies of two important letters from the Consuls at Mon- 
terey and Matamoras. Please read them. This trade must 
be stopped; onh^a portion of it is through Matamoras — but 
it is absorbing the whole of Northern Mexico. A small 
force (perhaps 5,0b0 men) with plenty of extra cavalry 
equipments for the Texans, would accomplish it. 

P. S. Gen. Hamilton and staff leave to-day for Washing- 
ton, via N. Y. 


[Copy.] 

United States Consulate at Matamoras, Dec. 9, 1862. 

My Dear Sir: Since Martial Law has been done away with in Texas, 
the people have a better chance to leave the State. Ail the men that 
came with you and after, I have sent to New Orleans,^ and I see that 
they are forming a regiment in that city comprised entirely of Texans. 

It has been rumored here that you yras in Galveston with a large force, 
for the twentieth time, and although I know that such is not the case, 
yet as I expect you will be there soon, I have not contradicted the report, 
hoping every day to know that you are on the soil of your own State 
again, in as good condition as your enemies. 

There is up the river a large force of Mexicans who have been driven 
from Texas, numbering about thirteen hundred, of whom one half are 
well armed and mounted, but short of ammunition. They are being 
joined by a few Americans, and they now keep the frontier, as far os 
San Antonio, in a perfect ferment. The Military Commander of San 
Antonio wrote to Gov. Vidaurri, which was published in the Official 
Bulletin of Monterey, '‘that a large force of Mexicans belonging to towns 
in the State of Taumalipas [sic] had armed themselves to invade the State 
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of Texas induced and paid by the American Consul in Matamoras.” 
G-ov. Vidaurri made them a very evasiveanswer saying thathe had noth- 
ing to do with citizens of Taumalipas, but that he had written to the Gov- 
ernor of that State, informing him of the fact. Nothing has been said 
to me about it, neither do I expect there will he, hut I have given them 
to understand that I have told these parties, “that as citizens of the 
United States they had a better right to their own property, which 
they left in Texas, than the man calling himself the Military Commander 
of San Antonio. ^ 

Everything continues as usual about here. I am still over-run with 
refugees, still get as many compliments in the Brownsville Flag. The 
Yellow Fever has been very bad on both sides of the river, hut is now 
nearly gone. 

I think I have done pretty well so far having run through the seige, 
Yellow Fever, and various kidnapping threats without any befalling me 
that can be considered serious. 

Ogle and Fulton from Lockhart are here, and so are many others of 
your admirers, probably most of them unknown to you. 

Your family were all well two weeks ago, so were those of Mr. Haynes 
and Judge Davis. At any time you wish to have your family out, you 
have only to drop a line to me, and I think it can be done, if not, it 
shall not be from lack of exertion on ray part. 

The Texans are terribly frightened, particnilarly sin(‘e you arrived in 
the North. They look upon it as the heaviest blow they have received, 
and they also think that you are aware of everything that is going on in 
Texas. 

We have just heard of the arrival of the National Army at the Rappa- 
hannock, and everybody is talking at oii(‘e, so that I am writing Idind, 


as it were. 

Fenn is making his usual noise, and still iiolds out at the Refugees’ 
Retreat. 

Gen. Butler wrote to me that he should send a steamer here soon to 
take off all that wish to join, and I have been collecting all that it is 
possible to collect, and if the steamer does not make her appearan(‘e 
shortly, I shall be obliged to hire a vessel to hike them to save supporting 


them. 

Mr. Blood delivered the papers sent by you and for which wo all feel 
very thankful. Your speeches made in New York have been read ami 
re-read and studied over, until I exi)ee.t that Fenn can repeat the whole. 
Everybody sends their regards. 

Yours truly, 

Signed) L. Fmaro, Jr. 


Hon. A. I. Hamilton, 

New York City. 

P. S. T shall send this in triplicates, one to New Orleans, one to New 
York and one to Washington. 
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[C< *py.] 


Stated Conselate at 
Monterey, Mexico, Xor. 4, 1S6J. 

"Dear Friend: * * * Where is C< ►!. Hamilton? If in New Orleans, 
tell him the rebels are buying up everything here that can be eaten, 
worn, or that can be used to kill Union men. It is astonishing to see 
the enormous quantities of goods that go from here into Texas. Mil- 
lions of dollars worth of cotton are sold here monthly, all of which is 
sent back to the rebels b}’ their agents here, in the shape of pow<ler, 
lead, <‘offee, blankets, shoes, rope, sugar, cotton goods of all kinds, and 
in fa(‘t everything that can be u^ed by the arm}". An order is here now 
for 600,000 blankets, all of which can be had, and Avith a sufficient 
amount of money to pa}" for them. 

I. R. Baylor is getting up another brigade for the invasion of Arizona 
and New Mexico. He intends to start about January 1st. An agent is 
here now buying a wairon train for him. 

Agents are on the frontier, and as far in the interior as San Luis 
Potosi, buying up all the wheat and flour that can be had and are al- 
ready sending it across the Rio Grande daily. Most of the goods going 
from here cross the river at Fort Duncan. Only a few cross at Laredo 
or Roma. Until this trade is cut off, Texas w'ill not feel the blockade, 
at least the 'Western part. If the Federal force could only be sent to 
Fort Brown, it would have the effect to stop the trade almost entirely. 

You can hardly have an idea of the way Union men are being treated 
in Texas. They are hung on the slightest suspicion, and by bodies of 
irresponsible men, who, were they in a country where law was respected, 
would not be allowed outside a prison yard. You have probably heard 
of the way that small body of Union men were treated by the Texas 
Rangers and a part of I. McDuff’s compy. at the head of the Neuces. 
I learned from a gentleman here, who had a conversation with an offi- 
cer who was i)resent at the massacre, that twelve passports from Provost 
Marshals of M'estern Texas, were found on the bodies of the Union men 
killed, by which they were allowed to pass freely over any part of the 
frontier. After the affair on the Neuces, another party of twenty Ger- 
mans were attacked on the Rio Grande as they were preparing to cross 
it, by a large party of Rangers. They succeeded in killing a number of 
the Rangers and driving them back, only having in the party one man 
wounde<l slightly. They immediately crossed the river, leaving their 
horses with the Texans, and throwing their guns into the w^ater. 

I have been making every effort to get McKane from San Antonio and 
am now in hopes of succeeding. * * * He has been sentenced to 
imprisonment for the war, and to w^ear a ball and chain. 

* * * We have here at present upon this frontier about one thou- 
sand Union men, who are only waiting for an invasion of Texas to get 
a chance to join the Federal army. * * * 


Yours truly, 


(Signed) M. M. Kimmey, 

U, S. Vm Consul 
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Nbiv Orleans, Teb. 5th ISBIf.. 

Dear Sir: In my last letter 1 failed to mention the name 
of Mr. Flanders as a candidate for Governor, because ho 
had informed the Dank Directors that he should not be a 
candidate, vhich statement was supposed to settle the mat- 
ter. Fnexpcetedlj and jast before the meeting of the Union 
nominating’ convention, ho. was announced as a candidate. 
The convention was a])out eciually divided between Hahn and 
Flanders, and ended in the nomination of Mr. Hahn — the 
friend.s of Mr. Flanders having bolted formed another con- 
vention which nominated Mr. F. We have therefore two 
Union candidates in the held. The only distinction I feel 
able to make is, that one is a Banks and the other an Anti- 
Banks party. In confonnitj’’ with what J understood to be 
the wishes of the President and yourself, I have followed 
Gen. Banks’ lead and support Hahn. To this however I was 
committed while it was not supposed Mr. Flanders intended 
to run. 

In my opinion Mr. F. stands no chance, nor is h(> likely to 
be of benefit to you, since, being your friend, he is the leader 
of a faction. Col. Howe has arrived and I hope his inlluenco 
may harmonize and arrange matters. 

I enclose a very important order of Gen. Banks, regulat- 
ing labor for the next year. I think it the best order issued 
by him. There has been a groat change here in popular 
opinion in favor of Gen. Banks. This change has been 
marked dur ing the last three weeks, and I think has more 
influence and stands higher hero to-day, than at atiy time 
heretofore. 

We shall continue to have a great number of assemblic^s 
and social parties, until the election is over. Please read 
the enclosed slip concerning a party given by Major Plumly 
which was a great success. 


New Orleans, FSrum'i/ JOth, JHBJj.. 

Dear Sir: I have but little new to write, as, since my 
last letter, matters have gone on about as usual. As I pre- 
dicted, the political contest luis become quite bitter, as all 
such contests do, which spring from local (jucstions, and 
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personal prejudice. The Hahn papers accuse ( 

Mr. Flanders, of basely using his official position for his 
own political advancement, while the others retort by hand- 
bills promulgating the fact that Mr. Hahn was a Notary 
Public under Confederate rule. Public meetings, speeches, 
music and processions prevail every night. I see no cliance 
of reconciliation although it is, for some reasons, to be de- 
sired. But one good end is secured ])y the bitterness of 
this contest — viz; every voter will be called out, and a vote 
will be polled much larger and more respectable than could 
otherwise be. The Conservatives are by no means idle and, 
without just reason, profess hopes of success. Mr. Eoselius 
declined to run on their ticket and Mr. Fellows is now their 
candidate for Governor. They held a meeting last night at 
the Orleans theatre, respectable in numbers and enthusiastic. 
Old J acob Barker w’as the principal speaker and expressed 
earnest disapproval of Mr. Lincoln. He then spoke highly 
and at some length of Mr. Chase, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and although disagreeing with him politically, ex- 
pressed an earnest desire, on account of his great and well 
known ability, that he might be the next President. I 
shall send you his speech if it is to be published. You see 
we arc thoroughly mixed up here. I think Mr. Hahn will 
be elected without a doubt — that the conseiwative candidate 
will come next, and that Mr. Flanders will poll the smallest 
vote. Fellows would probably have been elected, had not 
Gen. Banks issued an order requiring voters to take the 
proclamation oath, which order I enclose herewith. I also 
enclose a correspondence between Mr. Barker and others, 
and Gen. Banks. 

Previous to the nomination by the Convention I worked 
ztialously for Mr. Hahn, knowing that his unanimous nomi- 
nation would heal all dissension. Since then I have quietly 
done what I could for him. Some of Mr. Flanders' friends 
insinuate that I have l)eGn sold out and betrayed into sup- 
port of Banks and Hahn against yourself. It is not true. 
1 know what I am about and have acted wisely, but no one 
pretends to think I have at heart the political interest of 
any one but yourself. Y our conversation and Mr. Lincoln’s 
plainly indicated that we ought to follow Gen. Banks’ 



432 


AMERICAK HISTOmOAL ASSOCIATION. 


lead. When I returned, Mr. Flanders had plainly announced 
to the Directors of the Bank that he was not a candidate, 
and should not be one, and thereupon I became committed 
at once to Mr. Hahn. Having been Gen. Banks’ messenger 
to Washington I could not with honor, act differently from 
what I have. Besides how could I serve your interests, by 
connecting myself with a faction, which is sure to have the 
eye-teeth whipped out of them ? The only way to get power 
here, is to form a part of the ruling and successful combi- 
nation, and Plumly and myself hope to make our course 
advance your own interests. 

Some of the correspondents of the New York papers have 
written that the Hahn and Bullitt” party were the Lincoln 
party, ivhile Flanders’ supporters were the Chase party. 
Bullitt got them to write this, the correspondents l^eing new 
comers. I have since become acquainted with them and 
taken charge of them, and these statements have been thor- 
oughly corrected by last mail. 

I am glad Col. Howe came down here. He is working for 
you, and having the confidence of Banks, will do good. I 
think Gen. Banks is j^our friend. Col. Howe has taken an 
interest in the ‘‘Times” newspaper, which has ceased to l)e 
neutral and come out for Hahn. If Mr. Whitlaw Reed will 
only arrive here soon we can make a very strong paper out 
of it. Mr. Tucker has arrived and assumed the duties of 
his ofiice. He will be of use here, understanding as ho docs, 
all the details of Custom House business. The General 
business of the port has lai'gely increased of late, and Mr. 
Tucker’s arrival is opportune. 

Gen. Banks will remain in the city till a])out the first of 
March. Some great military operation seems to bo in prep- 
aration but I am unable to say in what direction it is 
intended to move. 

I gave a letter of introduction to you, to Mr. Marshal, of 
Natchez, Miss. He is one of the best men of that State, and 
worth being acquainted with. 


New Orleans, March 5th, 1864, 
Dear Sir: My letters have not been frequent of late, for 
the reason that nothing has transpired, except the election, 
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and concerning this. I had explained to yon the situation. 
Ill}’' own position and the results which were .^iire to follow. 
These results were as I predicted, exca^pt that Mr. Hahn's 
majority was larger and the vote for Mr. Flanders smaller, 
than was anticipated. 

1 had and still have, some misgivings as to what you may 
think of my action in this election, because, being at a dis- 
tance, you form your opinion of the contest from statements 
of interested parties. You will know at some future time, 
if you do not know it now, that I have acted wisely, and 
pursue the only course honorable for me. After my visit 
to Washington, I could only follow Gen. Banks' lead. If 
that visit had never been made. I should probably have done 
the same thing. This whole contest has been a personal 
one. and I have failed to detect any ditferenee in the prin- 
ciples of the two parties, of which one is as radical as the 
other. Probably Mr. Durant and some others do not take 
this view of the case, and it has been otherwise represented 
in some of the newspapers, yet I know what I sa\T is correct. 
I enclose Gov. Hahn’s inaugural, marking that portion 
which refers to slavery. The inauguration was a very 
])rilliant and successful affair. 

I hoped that all dissensions in the Union party, would be 
(mded with the election, but 1 now fear that the}" will continue. 
I am reluctant to saj" anything against Mr. Flanders whom 
I respect for many good qualities, and I do not say anything 
against him here. But to you I say that I think he confuses 
his principles with his interests and desire for personal ad- 
vancement — that he has great zeal but no wdsdom — and that 
while devoted to your interests, ho has injui’ed them and 
will injure them still more. He 'wastes his force in the 
indulgence and gratification of private resentments — he 
greatly overestimates his own personal influence — he makes 
no friends and alienates many on(;e his friends, I think 
you overestimah^ both his ability and influence. It is not 
true that the extreme radicals all ‘supported Mr. Flanders. 
1 think an C(iual or greater number went for Hahn. I have 
(‘ontinually endeavored to induce Mr. Flanders and his 
friends to coalesce with the other Union men. and work in 
harmony with the majority, instead of trying to dictate to 

II. Doc. 4(il, pt 2 iiS 
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them. If ho Avoukl do this wc oould control every political 
movement in the State, and send to the National convention 
delegates of our own choice. I hope to succeed hut fear 
not. Such success would be possible if Mr. Flanders could 
understand what is true, that he is personally unpopular, 
and therefore every movement inaugurated ])y him, and in 
which he is to l)c leader, will fail. 

Mr. Flanders and Mr. Fellows and the political friends 
of each, met at a dinner yesterday. I am informed on good 
authority that a (*oalition was formed between these two 
defeated factions, with the ol)ject of controlling* the State 
Convention and, through the convention, of ousting (lov. 
Hahn, their successful rival. After this is done, each man 
is to pitch in for himself. Perhaps these indignant Union 
men, smarting under the sting of recent defeat, expect to 
vindicate some noble principle by a combination with cop- 
perheads, but I don’t see it. To a vspeetator this looks more 
toward self-aggrandizement at all hazards -and the gratifi- 
cation of personal resentment. The wliole project will fail 
utterly, as I hope will every compact with these pr()-slav(U‘y 
semi-sccessionists. 

We are forming a Chase Club hero and inc(4 for organi- 
zation next Monday. It will comprize some of th(‘ b(\st 
men of the citv of ditlerent interests and politi(*al a(Iiniti(‘s. 
I believe wo can control the election of delegates to tiu'. 
National Convention, which Ave certainly could lUAau* do 
if Plainly and myself had joined ourselvcss to the FlarKUu*s 
faction. Flanders seems to liat(^. Plumly, and I don’t know 
the reason. Plumly has worked liard for you (‘.v(U‘ sinc(‘. he 
has been here, and works hard for you now. 1 1 is commis- 
sion has not come, and I sometimes fear you have chang(‘d 
your mind about sending it at all. I (‘.an only assure you 
that it will bo very bad poli(‘y and injust to withhold it. 
It would have been inucli better to send it at tlie time fu’st 
designated. Plumly Avill undoubtedly be a delc^.gatv. to tlu‘. 
National Convention. He has beem very fortunate^ in Ids 
finances lately. Some old stock held by him and reguirded as 
nearly worthless, has risen in value enormously, and broug^ht 
him nearly Thirty Thousand Dollars. His family have beem 
here this winter and he has lived with some show but not 
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expensively. He has been ceononiical except on one occa- 
sion, when he gave a party which co>t nearly a thousand Dol- 
lars. He has done much good here, and no innu in the 
Dep t. has more friends. I make these statements })ecause 
I do not know what representations may be prompted by 
Mr. Flanders" hostility to him. 

Gen. Banks is doing nothing to further Mr. Lin(‘oln's 
renoniination. He tells me he is not and I }>eHeve him. 
This is all that we can ask of him, for if he should do anc^- 
thing against Mr. L.\s renomination, his head would be 
taken off without delay. 

Mr. MTiitlaw Read, who is to be Editor of the N. O. 
Times, has not yet arrived. I am sorry, for we need him 
very much. Hahn's paper, the "'True Delta,'" is out for 
Lincoln, as I supposed it would be. 

I see that many Northern papers miscontrue the order 
which Gen. Banks issued, about people taking the oath 
and voting at the recent election. This general order was 
intended to advise and not to compel. No one here sup- 
posed or imagined that registration and voting w^as compul- 
sory, and peoj)le voted or did not vote, according to their 
inclinations. 

If not asking too much, I wish you would write me a short 
letter. I always like to know if my course is approved by 
you — if not approved, I wish to know it, so that I may do 
better. 

A great military movement up Red River has comiuenced. 
The enemy are in large force at Shreveport, where there 
probably will be a battle. Gen. Banks leaves in three or 
four days. 


New Orleans, Aj?rll 186]p. 

Dear Sir: 1 have rec'd. your recent letter with much 
gratification. I feared that you would be displeased at the 
course which I could not avoid taking, especially as Lhave 
not been without misgivings as to its propriety. 

The election for Delegates to the State Convention passed 
off quietly, and the same party succeeded as before. I re- 
gret to say that the character, ability and standing of the 
Delegates, is not such as could be wished. There are a few 
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excellent men elected, like Judge Durell, Judge Howell, 
Dr. Bonzano, and Mr. Brott — but the majority of them are 
of little account. This time I worked to the best of my 
abilitj^ with Mr. Flanders and his friends, being no longer 
under any obligation to Gen. Banks. It was of no use how- 
ever. The combination of patronage and influence was too 
strong to allow us anj^ chance of success. 

I have been sick with an intermittent fever and do not 
succeed in getting entirely well. It may be necessary to go 
North for a short time, but I shall not leave here if busi- 
ness will suffer by my absence. 

From something Plumly said a day or two ago, I con- 
cluded he had written yo\i that I was sick, and that the sick- 
ness was aggravated by anxieties on account of differences 
with Mr. Flanders. If such a statement has been made, 
1 wish you to understand that it is without foundation. I 
have not had, and shall not have any difficulty or difference 
with Mr. Flanders or any other official. If I spent time in 
the indulgence of personal feuds, I should cease to be tit for 
the official position to which you ha\'e assigned me. In 
this matter please accept only the statement of Mr. Flanders, 
or of myself. 

The army is moving up Red River, and is successful. 
There is a good deal of trou1)lc, I think, up there, between 
the army and navy, about cotton. Gen. Banks is non-com- 
municative as to what policy is to be adopted and there is 
much confusion and dissatisfaction among those engaged in 
Trade, but I believe no blame is attached to the officers of 
the Treasury Dept. 

The 1st. Nat. Bank is proving a .splendid success, and its 
prospects improve every day. Mr. Graham is entitled <,o 
much credit for this, for I do not know a man of better 
business ability. We have the bitter hostility of the old 
Banks which are controlled by Southern sympathizers, but 
we are gradually gaining on them. Mr. Graham will, 1 pre- 
sume, write you more fully about this matter. I do not 
think there is much prospect that the Convention will ex- 
tend the elective franchise to free persons of color. If it is 
not done, the responsibility should rest on Goa. Banks, for 
the Convention is composed mostly of porsorrs who would 
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do whatever he should request. The subject will be agitated 
thoroughly and we shall do what we can for the intei*est of 
colored citizens. 


New York, May Ist^ 1861^. 

Dear Sir: 1 did not sail on Saturday as the Steamship 
“Evening Star’’' was detained until Wednesday (to-mor- 
row). I start for New Orleans therefore, to-morrow. 

The Louisiana Delegation to the Baltimore Convention 
arrived here j’esterday. They are unanimous for Lincoln, 
under instructions from the State Convention which elected 
them. 

From other friends who have arrived here, I learn that 
there is great indignation against Waples, the Dist. Attor- 
ney, who seizes all cotton arriving under permits — that 
business is almost at a stand-still — that Mr. Flanders has 
not resigned from the Bank — that he has become exceed- 
ingly unpopular with all classes, even more unpopular than 
when I left, and that he is believed to favor the policy of the 
Dist. Attorney’ — and some say that public opinion begins to 
reflect on the Secretary of the Treasury for keeping Mr. 
Flanders in oflSce. On all these points I shall write fully 
as soon as I have been long enough in New Orleans to get 
a(*curate information. If ])y any possibility Mr. F. should 
not retain his present position, I wish now to suggest Dr. 
Price as his successor, who is efBcient, honest, and popular. 

I regret the detention of the Steamer as it causes me to 
lose four days. I shall write to you as soon as I reach New 
Orleans. 

P. S. Among the Delegation are Bullitt, Dr. Bonzano, 
Plumly, and Mr. Weed who is a particular friend of Gen. 
Butler. G. S. D. 


New OiiLEANS, Jwm lOth^ 1861^, 
Dear Sir: I take jpleasiire in introducing to you Judge 
John Hanc()(‘k of Texas, whom 1 have known for many years, 
lie is and has always been, one of the unflinching Union 
m<ni of Texas, and is one of the leading men of that State. 
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I do not know of any Texan more able and better qualified 
to serve the GovT. I hope you will assist him in securing 
the object of his visit to Washington, should such assistance 
be necessary, but in any event, you will be gratified with 
the opportunity of forming his acquaintance. 

In the future (and I hope iin.mediatt^ operations in Texas, 
Judge H. will l)e needed by the Gov't. 


New Orleans, June 

Dear Sir: I arrived here on the Sth. inst. l)ut delayed 
writing until I had become familiar with the present condi- 
tion of affairs. 

About military matters there is little to say. The Army, 
or a large portion of it, is at Morganza ])elow the mouth of 
Red River. What movement is eontcnn])lated, or whether 
any movement is intended, I am unalde to say. 

Gen. Canby is here it is said to he reorganizing all the 
troops under his command. Much gratification is felt by 
all disinterested Union men at the change in Commanders, 
and in fact any change would have been a relief and im- 
provement. I have heard that Gen. Canby intends to 
change all the leading military officials in th(‘ Dep't., in- 
cluding the Provost Marshal, Gen. Bowen. Such a proceed- 
ing will promote the interests of th(‘ Gov't, and of this 
whole community. Gen. Canby is not imuli known h(U*e 
as yet, and public opinion logarding him is in suspense. 

Gen. Banks is hero Imt seems to have little to do. He is 
very unpopular, especially with the army who attribute to 
him alone the miserable failure on Rod River. I hav(^ 
learned much about that expedition from ofiic(n*s engaged, 
and every statement shows that Gen. Banks only is r(\spon- 
sible for the defeat. An attempt has been madc^ to cast tlu". 
blame on subordinate Generals, but without succevss, for* 
they only obeyed the ord(‘rs issued by the Comd'g Gemu’al. 
The army would have'- done l)etter without any (commanding 
General at all. As near as I can ascertain, our total loss 
in the expedition in killed, wounded and prisomu’s, was 
about 7,000 men — beside the materia] and guns. The 
sooner Gen. Banks goes liomc, the bettor will it he {or th(i 
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service. The Arm}- will not serve under him and he has 
lost the respect of the Public. 

In public estimation. Gen. Banks' State Convention 
stands no higher than Banks himself. "‘What fools they 
are making of themselves'’ — is a veiT common remark even 
among those who helped to elect them. They voted them- 
selves §10 per diem compensation to each member, and the 
State funds being nearly all expended, their labors will soon 
close. The few intelligent men among the members are en- 
tircA lost sight of, in the great mass of inexperience and 
vulgar ignorance. A portion of their time has been occu- 
pied in regulating the pav of the police of New Orleans — 
an unusual business for a State Constitutional Convention. 
Prejudice against the colored people is exhibited continual A — 
prejudice bitter and vulgar. Some would have all negroes 
prohibited from learning a profession or mechanical trade, 
l)ut a resolution to this effect was laid on the table, such 
prcaaiution l)eing thought unnecessary. The whole policy 
respecting the colored people is ungenerous and unjust. 
The attempt to induce such a Convention to grant to colored 
men limited right of suffrage, or an^^ other right — would be 
futile. 

If the men, or man, who controlled the election of this 
(Jonvention had been actuated by principle, honesty and 
fairness, the state of things would ))e different. But organi- 
zation Avas created for selffsh and dishonest political pur- 
pos('S and the result is Avhat might reasonably ])e oxpec^ted, 
when intrigue and humbug are substituted for better 
methods. 

Pro])ably never before has there been held a State Con- 
stitutional Convention, which has 1)een regarded with con- 
tempt by nine tenths of tln^ people for whom they framed a 
Constitution. This however, is the', (aise here at the present 
tiim^, and it seems to me the result must be bad. 

I ffnd that tlu^. public interests did not suffer by my 
absence. Business Avas very limited and will c*x)ntinuc so 
until September or October. The health of the City is 
good and there are no signs of yellow fever. 

In my letter to a'ou written at New York, I repeated 
statements concerning Mr. Flanders'’ unpopularity, made to 
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me by persons just arrived from New Orleans. I do not 
think those statements were exaggerated, but this is not a 
pleasant subject and 1 will reserve its discussion for my next 
letter. 

I do not see here any marked manifestations of secession 
svmpathv, nor are the Union men demonstrativ^e. All e^^es 
are turned to Eichmond and Atlanta, and there seems to be 
a settled belief that the decisive struggde is now pro- 
gressing. 

In my next 1 shall speak of the Sui)ervising Sp. Agency— 
the policy as to trade and plantations. Enclosed is an 
important circular, or General Order, issued by Admiral 
Porter, May 31st. Mr. Tucker goes home 1)y to-morrow’s 
Steamer. 


rlunv 1st, 18()4. 

My Deak Sir: Very little has transpired here W7)rthy of 
your attention, since my last letter was written. All the 
horses in the city, or nearly all, have l)con seized, lor thc^ 
purpose, as I suppose, of mounting two reginamts of T(cxas 
cavaliy which have been ordered here from Brownsville^ I 
understand that the whole cavalry force is c()U(‘(nitratod at 
Baton Rouge, and other signs indicate that aedivo opcu’ations 
are about to commence. Gen. Canhy has cliarge of oxiny- 
thing and Banks seems to be ignored. In fa(*t I think (Jen. 
Canby has seriously rebuked him by assigning to important 
commands the generals whom Banks had reli(A'(‘d for tln^ 
purpose of casting bn them. the odium of the lied l{i\'(M* 
disaster. The ac'companying order recently issinul, indi- 
cates a severer i)ol icy than has been pursued hen^ during th<^ 
past year. 

Notice. 

IlKAIKiCAHTimH PttOVOHT MARHItAn ((KNKHAL, 

DwrAXiTMENT OF THE (hlLF, 

New (h'letmn, June Asv;./. 

Special Okdeks, \ 

No. 48. / 

By direction of the Major General commanding all rc‘gistoro(l oiicmieH 
of the United States will immediately report th(‘inHelv(‘H to Major 11. M. 
Porter, Provost Marshal of the Parish of OrleauH, at his oIIuh^ No. (U 
Carondelet street, for transportation beyond Iht^ military liueH. 

T. M (Jni(’KEHXN(}, 

(k)lo7)el and A.v.w’i. Pnnmt Manlial (reueral, 

IkpuHmmt <{f the (hdf. 
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This second order, attached hereto, relating to gold, yras 
issued by Gen. Banks ^yithout my previous knowledge. 
Though not entirely perfect. I regard the order as a good one. 

HEAlXAUARTEEh DEPARTMENT OF THE CtULF, 

AV/r June IS, ISSJf,. 

General Orders, 1 
No. 75. j 

I. All shipments of gold to the port of New Orleans from this date, 
unless otherwise specially authorized by the (Jovernment at ’Washing- 
ton, will he deposited M ith the xVssistant Treasurer of the United States, 
to 1)6 delivered to consignees or claimants only upon satisfactory assur- 
ances that it will not be used in contravention of the regulations of the 
Treasury and War Deiiartments or the laws of the Eiiited States. 

II. All parties to whom consignments of gold have heretofore been 
made, are directed to deposit the same with the Assistant Treasurer of 
the United States, subject to the above Regulations. The Provost Mar- 
shal General is directed to enforce a strict observance of this order. 

By command of Major Gen. Banks, 

Oliver M vrnEws, A. ^1. (leiieml. 

Two and a half iiiillioiRs in gold has come here within a 
few months, and there was no way to stop it. If you will 
look at the President's proclamation opening this port, you 
will see that he declares the Port of New Orleans no longer 
an insurrectionary District, and hence the regulations pro- 
hil)iting the shipments of gold to such Districts did not 
apply to this city. When once here the gold could be 
smuggled out of the city to points whence it would find its 
way into the Confedei*acy. About |300,000 not yet landed 
from steamship, went back to New York and more will go. 

The Bank continues prosperous as you will see by the 
Quarterly report published this morning, which I enclose. 
Mr. Flanders has not resigned the Presidency but will not 
be permitted to hold it much longer, unless he (jcases to be 
Sup. Sp. Agent. 

Mr. Gray, D('puty Ck)llect()r, will go North next week on 
short leave of absence. At my recjuest he will go to Wash- 
ington and call upon you. lie is an intelligent and thor- 
oughly honest man, and well informed concerning every thing 
lun-e. I suggest that by making inquiries of him, you 
will receive the lahvst reliable information that you can 
obtain. He possesses judgment and discretion and will 
state his own opinions. 

1 really hope you will S(md Mr. Howe here in Sc'ptembor 
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to be Sup. Sp. Ao*ent. The change would 1)6 hailed with 
jov by the whole business coiniuunity. He can stay in the 
Bank it* informed now that such a change is contemplated. 
Mr. Flanders according to his own statement, thinks he has 
left the whole matter to your discretion. 

If, however, Col. Howe should not come, I urge that a 
new yupt. of Plantations ])e appointed ly yourst^lf once. 
If Flanders has the appointment the present arrangement 
will ])e virtually unchanged. Please consider this re(*om- 
mendation about Supt. of Plantations, emphatic. I told 
you that Flanclers controls him. Virtually he controls Flan- 
ders, and I have said enough when I sa}" that his successor 
should be at once appointed by you, unless How('. comes 
here. Please remeiuber that I have known Cozzan^ many 
years. 

P. S. I have written the foregoing solely for your infor- 
mation. Whether you act upon it or not, pl<‘ase consider 
it contidential. My friend Mr. Hutchins is CJo^^ens’ father- 
in-law, nor do I wish any diminution of our mutual good 
feeling. In this instance howev^er, I have scam what inllu- 
ence and force family ties can have. 

(}. S. I). 


New Ori.eans, Juhy'^Mjih^ 

My Dear Mr. Chase: Your very accc'ptuhh' hdler of tlu', 
11th inst. came to hand ^^esterday. Your la^signation was 
known to me previously, and I had guessed at th<^ clause's 
with considerable accunuy — but whatevcM* w(u*(^ your r('a- 
sons I knew they Avero good and suih‘(;uuit as they pr<)V(‘- io 
he. Great regret is felt among your friemds h(‘r(y who, I 
can assure you, arc many. ^ 

I do not see howyou could liavc acted otherwise— andyed. 
cannot help regarding the event with rc^al sorrow. You 
have constantly been so kind to me, and hav(‘ doin', nu^ so 
great boneht, that I shall never be able to r<'|)ay tlu'. 
obligation. 

1 have written you with eonsideralih'. regularity during 
the past two years, and endeavored to keep .you informed of 
events in the Department of the Gulf. It will Ix'. a privi- 
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lege to me to continue the correspondence, and, with your 
permission, I will write to you as heretofore. 

I do not know whether I shall be retained as Collector, or 
dismissed. I have not asked ain" favor of Mr. Lincoln and 
shall not — nor shall I do anything which may prevent my 
following your lead in whatever course you ma}^ pursue in 
regard to politics and candidates. 


New Orleans, July Q6th, 186 Jf. 

Dear Sir: The State Convention has adjourned at last, 
having completed their labors and the new constitution. 
The President of the Convention, however, is authorized to 
(*,all them together again, in case their action be not ratified 
by the people.. This course seems to me quite singular, 
and l)etravs a fear that the new Constitution will not be 
acctepted next September, when it is expected the iieople 
will vote on it. I have already given you my opinions 
concerning this convention which remain unchanged. I 
think there is great danger that the constitution will not be 
ratified, although it is a very good one; but there really is 
so little merit and respectability among the members of the 
convention, that the public will 1>e likely to regard with 
(‘ontempt whatever may bo done by them. 

Two or three days before the adjoui'nment, there was a 
good deal of excitement arising out of an article published 
in the New Orleans Times. I am assured that the state- 
ments in tluit article arc substantially true, but the Conven- 
tion couldn't stand it — tried to arrest Mr. May and failed — 
induced Gen. Banks to arrest him by his Provost Marshal, 
who l)rought him l)eiore the Convention, where he was 
tried and sentenced to ten days imprisonment. Gen. Canby 
made Gen. Banks issiu'. an order for his immediate release, 
so that Mr. May never w(mt to prison. In public estima- 
tion, both the Convention and Gen. Banks have done them- 
selves injury, while Mr. May is not injured at all. I enclose 
th(‘, article publislu'.d in the and also brief reports of 

th('- proc-(‘-edings of the Convention during the two following 
days. An effort will be made to have May removed from 
th(^ office of Assistant TnMisurer— an effort which I hope 
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will be unsuccessful. If \^ou can conveniently do anything 
to prevent it, I hope you will. Mr. May\s place cannot be 
properly filled by anybody else here. Tl on see that he was 
accused of being a OhaBe man, cfec., in the Convention. 

No militaiy movements are being made in this Depart- 
ment. The departure of the i9tli. Armp Corps for the 
North indicates that no offensive operations will be under- 
taken here this summer. I believe, however, that the 
Eebels do not intend to be idle, but will soon undertake 
raids through the whole country west of the Mississippi. 
Gen. Canby is prepared for them. Canby is becoming 
popular — more perhaps because he siui})s Banks, or seems 
to snub him — than for any other reason. lie attends to his 
own business and is much respected. Hahn lea^^es to-day 
for the North with Gen. Sickles. T do not know wdiat he 
goes for, but probably it is for something connoeb^d witli 
the State Government here. 


New Orleans, Gili^ 

My Dear Mb. Chase: By the last mail I received your 
letter of August 15th. from Litchfield. I have not writbm 
you for some time, not knowing wlnu‘c to addiavss my 
letters. The receipt of a letter from you always giv(\s m(‘. 
great pleasure — of thi^s letter espcdally, wherein you six^ak 
in terms of affectionate remembrance of my fatlKM*, and in 
terms of approval of m 3 ^self. 

Soon after the adjournment of the State Ck^nvention, prt^- 
parations for the ratification of Constitution and election o{ 
Congressmen commenced. The whole proceeding was 
managed in the same way as, under Banks’ diiax'tion, tli(‘ 
prec^eding election had been conducted. A good deal of 
money was spent (1 don’t knovr where it came from) th(‘. 
Ward Union leagues wore manipulated— fniquent nuudiings 
with public speaking were held — Quartermast(n'’s (unployes 
and all other Gov’t, employes wore called out -and linally 
there was a grand toj-ch-liglit pro(*.cssiori. Tlie result was 
just what might have been expected, the whole power Ixdng 
in military hands. The election occurred yesterday, and 
resulted in the ratification of the Constitution by a vote 
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almost unanimous. The whole vote is alwut thirty per 
rent, smaller than when Hahn was elected, judging by the 
returns which have already come in. A. P. Field (who 
went to Washington with Cottman), Dr. Bonzano, — Wells, 
and one other person, whose name I forget, were elected to 
Congress. About a week before the election Banks came to 
my ofiBce and showed me a letter from Mr. Lincoln, request- 
ing me to show it to Mr. May and Mr. Flanders, which 
request I complied with. Hahn went to Washington and 
probably brought the letter back Avith him. I enclose a 
copy marked A. — with the request, however, that jmu will 
not make use of it unless it will help you in some way. Mr. 
Majq Mr. Flanders and myself had previously made up our 
minds to vote for ratification, on the ground that the defeat 
of the Constitution would be regarded as a victory for the 
Copperheads — while the proper place to decide on the 
admission of the State, is in Congress. Mr. May’s paper 
liad been silent, hoAvever, and he intended it should remain 
so. Determined not to allow Hahn and Banks to defeat him 
and throw him out of office, he felt constrained, after read- 
ing Lincoln’s lettci, to come out in two articles, advocating 
the adoption of the constitution. I must say he did it very 
mildly — so mildly that some of the City papers accused him 
of insincerity. 'Fhe fact is, this whole civil reorganization 
in Ijouisiana is a cheat and a swindle and everybody knows 
it. Certainly no good can come from an undertaking of 
this kind, conducted in the manner this has been, however 
disguised by professions of patriotism or pleas of necessity 
and expediency. I shall always think and know there are 
good grounds of suspicion, whenever any movement is on 
foot and Cen. N. P. Banks has a finger in the pie. “ I fear 
the Greeks and all the gifts they bring.” 

1 know that Banks is low in reputation at the North, but 
he is worse oil here. A now project however has been 
started, for restoring him to somewhat of his former good 
standing. It is the intention of himself and friends to make 
him U. H. Senator from Louisiana, which will give him a 
sc'.cure berth for six years, whereby perhaps he can recu- 
p(',rat(', somewhat. This is the plan I say, at present, and it 
will probably bo suc<!essfully carriexl out. It is reported by 
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Banks himself, that he mil go North about the 15th. inst. 
It is expected, however, that he will return in time to assist 
in executing the little programme above mentioned. If he 
tries it, he be sure of having a bitter and public oppo- 
nent in Mr. Ma}^ who, desiring no office himself, is entirely 
fearless, and fully appreciates Banks^ characteristics. 

I enclose a printed slip — being a letter to the President 
from Mr. Day and Mr. Fellows. Day is a Union man hold- 
ing about the same opinions as Mr. Durant, while Fellows 
is in some degree a copperhead. Both however are much 
respected here. 

. Military affairs in this Dep’t. have assumed a very differ- 
ent appearance since Gen. Canby took command. The 
brilliant success at Forts Gaines and Morgan, was due 
mostl}^ to the able supervision of Gen. Canlw. In fact 
Gen. Banks did not know where the expedition had gone, 
until news came back of FarragiiPs victory. The Ram 
‘'Tennessee/', captured by Farragut, is lying in the River, 
opposite the City, having come around from Mobile Bay 
without difficulty, although the sea was excc^edingly rough. 
By permission of the Commodore, I went on board and 
examined her. She surpassed all my expectations and is 
much stronger than represented in any published ac<‘.ounts 
1 have seen. I have seen our Iron Clad Riven* Steamers 
and have seen the monitors, but tliink the “Tennessee/’ 
stronger and more efficient than any of them. She is l)uilt 
entirely new, being two years in building, and the whoh^. 
Southexm Confederacy was searched through for materials. 
Her capture was a wonderful victory. 

News has reached us of the nomination of McClellan at 
Chicago, and it seems to be the general imx)rossion here that 
he stands great chance of success. I watch with great inhu*- 
est for the appearance of some third nominee, who shall 
concentrate and command the loyal intelligence of th('> 
country. Otherwise it is impossible to predict what is to 
become of both country and cause. 

My Mr. Gray has gone home sick and worn emt and I 
have much work to do. Mr. Flanders is tnoro unpopular 
than ever, and I think the outcry against him will nociessi- 
tate his withdrawal or removal. 
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[C’opy.] 

ExEcrri vi: IM a xsk )X, 

Waslinujinn^ H, 1SG4-. 

Major (Teneral Banks: 

I have just seen the new Constitution adopted hy the Convention of 
Louisiana and I am anxious that it shall be ratified by the people. I 
will thank you to let the civil officers in Louisiana, holding under me, 
know that this is niy wish, and to let me know at once who of them 
openly declares for the Constitution, and who of them, if any, decline to 
so declare. 

Yours truly, 1 Signed) A. Lincoln. 


New Orleans, October Sth^ 186 Jf. 

My Dear Mr. Ohase: Of militaiy nows from this Depart. 

I have little to give yon. Quite a large number of troops 
were sent, about two weeks ago, from here to Missouri or 
Arkansas, to mec^t the expected invasion there, and have 
not yet returned. 

From the l)est information 1 can gather, I judge that 
Mobile is to be attacked within sixty da^Ls. It was the 
intention to start an expedition overland for Mobile, about 
two weeks from today, but perhaps the troubles in Missouri 
may dela}" it. 

Plumly is here and is Chairman of the Board of Educa- 
tion for Frcedmen established under order from Banks. 
This Board is doing much for the education of colored chil- 
dren and adults throughout the Dept. Plumly seems to 
attend to his business and I think is doing much good. I 
am very sorry he wrote you that letter, about which I knew 
nothing until long after my return from the North. I 
attiibute it to the influence of Banks, for I observed that 
after ])eing with Banks a good deal, ho was inclined to speak 
unkindly of you. At any rate, I thought I observed this, 
and (*ould not a(‘<*ount for it except by supposing that Banks 
did not desire him to resume relations with you. Plumly 
is wholly, comi)letety — thoroughly devoted to Banks — his 
enthusiastic admirer and his — obedient Servant. 

I am sorry you interposed to save Mr. Flanders, as, from 
your letter, I judge was the fact. J am satisfied his contin- 
uance in office prejudices instead of promoting, the public 
interests.’’ 
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All that is disagreeable and unsatisfactory in him, becomes 
more intense, manifest and prominent every day. 1 do not 
think he has a friend among* the business men of this City 
or Country. His manners are considered rude and insult- 
ing, and he seems to have no regard for private interests or 
personal rights. He has driven out each of his principal 
assistants, beginning with PlumH and Price, and ending 
with Mr. Hutchins, who resigned last week, saying that he 
could stand it no longer, and that Flanders was the first man 
with and for whom it was impossible for him to do ])usines^s 
in some way or other. Mr. Breckenridge is now his chief 
man, but there is certain to be a row before long. I am 
sorry Mr, Hutchins left the ofBce, for he was kind and 
polite, and people used to like to go to him even when ho 
had to refuse their requests. Is it for the interest of the 
Government to keep in office one who has no practical 
knowledge of business, and who makes no friends, but con- 
tinually makes enemies to the Gov^t? It has been growing 
and it is now growing worse everyday, as his unpopularity 
reveals itself and his feelings become embittered. His very 
integrity is offensive, because offensively displaj’-od. What 
possible gain is it to the Gov't to impose such an infliction 
on this people'^ A more thoi'oughly disgusted people I 
never saw. Mr. Hutchins says that ho thinks Flanders is 
sometimes somewhat crazy — I don't know — but I think the 
people who do business with him will be very apt to 
become so. 

I hear frequently from the Confederacy, and my intelli- 
gence is reliable. The people are very greatly depressed 
and discouraged — and the intelligent leaders acknowledge 
that the Southern Confederacy is played out. They testify 
to their faith by their works, for they are all sx)eculating 
and plundering the people at every opportunity, that they 
may acquire money and send it to Euroj^o, where, at last 
they expect to retire. Magruder, in Texas, made a largo 
fortune, but the interesting Jew whom he employed as 
agent, died one fine day, and shortly after his wife, in answer 
to Gen. MagrudeFs anxious inquiries, informed him that 
there was nothing to his credit on her husband’s hooks. 
She went to P^urox^o and Magruder is a wiser and better 
South Carolinian. 
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If with great damage to Lee's Army, Grant takes Eich- 
moncl, 1 should not be astonished to see the Confederacy 
collapse any day thereafter. 

If Banks had succeeded, as with his ample means he ought, 
the Southern Confederacy would soon cease to exist. I 
hope 3^ou will write to me when convenient, for a letter from 
you gives me veiy great satisfaction, and pleasure. 


New Orleaxs, October 1861/.. 

My Dear jMr. Chase: Your welcome letter of Sept. 20th, 
from Washington, reached me this morning. I was sur- 
prised that you had not seen the new Constitution of this 
State, for it was published many times in some of the papers 
of this City. Enclosed is an official copy, which I have 
taken out of the 'CTournal of the Proceedings of the Con- 
vention". 1 will send you the entire volume, if you desire it. 

Pleas('. notice the two which I have marked — The 
first is Concerning EoKoidpaHo^i^ and seems to me quite 
complete. 

The second is Articles 14 and 15 (on page 3) of Title III, 
wherein are stated the conditions of suffrage. Article 15 
was very difficult to get through the Convention. You 
preceivc that it gives power to the Legislature 'Go pass 
laws extending suffrage to such other persons, citizens of 
the United States, as by military service, by taxation to 
support the (Jov't, or by intellectual fitness, may he deemed 
entitled thereto.’' I suppose colonal persons would be re- 
garded as citizens, for the purpose above indicated. 

To do more than this would have been an exercise of more 
justi(‘<‘,, gcuu'rosity and magnanimity than was possessed by 
th(^ Convention. And yet I think this is a great deal. 
E(pial sulfragc (‘-an now ])e extemded to the black man, when- 
ever public opinion justifi(\s it. There will a continual 
opi)ortunity to otfed this progress. It sc'ems to me that 
(Jonstitution and laws are without good effed-, unless sus- 
taiiual by an (mlightemd piildic opinion— and any law giv- 
ing su(frag(‘. to negroes, (‘ould not be so sustaiiuHl at present, 
in any State (Gunty or Town throughout the whole South. 

11. Doc. 401, pt 2 20 
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I do not think you appreciate or understand the intense 
antipathy with which Southerners reg’ard negroes. It is 
the natural antipathy of races, developed and intensified b}" 
the servile, brutal condition of one — the insolent despotic 
position of the other. e used to hear much of the patri- 
archal character of the institution — of the fond attachment 
of the faithful slave — of the paternal and afi’ectionate care 
of the kind master — and Southerners used to profess a 
liking for the negro, never exhibited in the North. This 
was all gammon. They liked the negro as I like my horse — 
a convenient beast of burden for my use and pleasure. But 
that a negro should have a voice or influence in Govern- 

O 

ment,orany rights which a white man is bound to respect— 
this is intolerable. 

During this war and since I have been in New Orleans, 
I have learned a great many things, and among them is 
what I have just been saying. It will not yet do to extend 
suffrage to negroes, for if you do, you will lose all white 
support, or almost all. Public opinion must be edu(‘ated, 
and that will take some time. Already during the last two 
3 "ears, I preceive great progress here, and it will undoubt- 
edly be the same elsewhere. The work will continually 
grow easier, as the whites accustom themselves to their new 
relation towards the blacks, and as the blacks themselves 
become educated and intelligent. 

The objections at present against negro suffrage arc two — 
viz; 

It makes the right of suffrage so common and (‘heap, that 
it is degraded and not worth having, for the negroes gener- 
ally have, hy no means, sufficient intclligcnco. 

It renders the poor whites, and all other whites, perma- 
nently and bitterly hostile, so that they cannot l)c made 
friends to the GovT, but will really fight till no men are 
left. I think Kirke mentions this in his hook — ‘^^Dowu in 
Tennessee''. 

I cannot help thinking tlicrofcnv that Article 15, Title 
III, is a great step in the right direction. 1 voted for th(‘, 
Constitution, and did all I could foi‘ it, for I regard(‘.d its 
defeat as a triumph to the C]<)p])erh('a(ls. Y(‘t I wish it 
had been frann^d by a letter class of men, who would have'- 
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commanded the respect of the people of the whole state. 
It would have been so, if there had been so much manage- 
ment. 

I agree with you entirely as to the necessity of Mr. Lin- 
coln’s re-election, and within my limited sphere and to the 
utmost of my small abilities, am doing all I can to secure 
that end. I have raised $1500 for the Union Congressional 
Committee at Washington and hope to obtain as much more 
for them. 


New Oreeans, Nommler 25, 186^. 

My Dear Mr. Chase: Your welcome letter of the 11th 
inst. from Cincinnati, is received — I have time to reply to 
only a portion of it now. 

Enclosed 1 send back the draft of your letter to Gen. 
Banks — as you request. Banks’ statement in his letter to 
Senator Lane, that ^'the principal officer of the Treasury 
in New Orleans held a commission in the Rebel Army”, 
refers to Mr. May, but is entirely incorrect. Mr. May 
never held a commission in the Rebel Army nor any com- 
mission of any kind under the Rebel GovT. 

I escaped from the South in the Spring of 1862, just as 
the Conscription Act was being enforced. At that time 
Mr. May was on his plantation. All outlet was difficult 
and Mr. May by force of circumstances was compelled to 
serve as private in a Cavalry company, which was sent to 
Northern Mississippi. Mr. M. was at that time 19 or 20 
years old and was in service a little more than four weeks 
l)ut never in any engagement. As soon as he learned of the 
capture of New Orleans, ho escaped to the Mississippi River, 
got possession of a skiff, in which he came down the River 
s(^ven or eight hundred miles to New Orleans, and was here 
in time to give the first public greeting to Gen. Butler, by 
a dinner given to the Gonci-al by himself and Judge Whit- 
aker. Immediately thereafter he hired at fair wages his 
slaves, being the first man in Louisiana to adopt a system 
of free, i)aid, voluntary labor with negroes. 

If any man can see anything in this record to be ashamed 
of, he is cither ignorant of circumstances surrounding any 
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young man in Louisiana at that terrible time, or possesses 
a judgment more exacting than reasonable. Everybody 
knows that Mr. May was always an out spoken Union man — 
If he had been less outspoken, he might not have been com- 
pelled into the army. As it was it cost him $15,000 to stay 
out as long- as he did, and to get out when once in. I have 
these statements from Mr. Ma}^ himself and from others also. 

I think your letter to Gen. Banks is just and correct. 

1 did not intend that what I wrote 3"ou about Mr. Flan- 
ders should go to the Secretary, but I have nothing to retract. 

I repeat also what I said about the clause of the Consti- 
tution — authorizing' the Legislature to confer suffrage on 
colored men. It is not all perhaps that could be wished, 
and yet it is more than reasonabl}^ could have been expected. 
At ffrst the majority against this clause, in the Conyention, 
was oyerwhelming, and it was only l)y unremitting efforts 
])y Goy. Hahn, Gen. Banks and others that nearly forty 
votes were changed whereby this clause, once rejected, was 
adopted. In this matter Gov. Hahn worked faithfully and 
well. The result, I think, will be that when the rest of the 
State comes in, and the opposite party strives to get the 
power, the present dominant party, through the Legisla- 
ture, will immediately confer suffrage on all colored men, 
so that by their assistance they inaj" retain control of public 
affairs. 

When I first saw you in Washington in ’62, you expresst'd 
the opinion that slaveiy should everywhere bo abolished as 
a means of finishing the war. I then thought this unwise, 
but it has been done. I had changed my opinion howcA^iu*, 
long before it was done. I do not see that you (Fange your 
opinions at all, but mine change almost with evtuy incr(‘as(' 
of knowledge and I come round to your platronn at last. 
Perhaps, therefore, you are more nearly right than I am, 
about the expediency of unlimited colored suffrage. I S(‘e 
that public opinion is growing in favor of it. But I (‘annot 
yet give up the opinions on this subject ('xpnsssed in my 
last letter. 

Since the receipt of your letter full and (‘ompl(ff(‘- ndairris 
of the election and of Mr. Lincohrs triumphant rc^^-ehadion, 
have reached us. I should have despaired of the (Joun(,ry 
and its liberties, if McClellan, that weak tool of wicked 
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men, had been the successful candidate. It seems to me 
that the hand of Providence is plainly visible in ail the 
great events of this war, noi* will he permit its prosecution 
to cease until great and good principles are tirnih^ estab- 
lished. Defeat at the tirst ])attle of Bulbs Run then seemed a 
great calamity, but now we see that Victory instead would 
have been a greater calamity. 

The election of Mr. Liiu'oln seems to me another link in 
the chain, and is part of God^s plan in working out great 
and good results. 

Indeed, I hope the .Chief Justiceship will 1)0 offered 3 - 011 . 
It does seem to me that above all other men, you are enti- 
tled to it. But I have no meaiks of judging what Mr. Lin- 
coln will do. 

I shall write to you as often as 1 can and, as vou request 
tell 3-0U a])out leading men hero. 

Tii(‘ Senators dected by the Legislaturt^ are R. King 

Cutler, and Smith. R. King Cutler is not a good 

and not an able man, but in my opinion, an unprincipled 
demagogue. Very disr(‘puta])le things arc said of him, as 
to his (*arecr 1)efore coming to Louisiana, and I have seen 
what purports to b(‘. c(u*tili(Hl copies of a Criminal Court in 
Illinois or Indiana, in which the name R. K. Cutler is 
i‘epeat(Hl pr(Tty ofbui. In secession time he organized and 
was C1a])lain of a ConfeahMate Companj" called the King 
CUitlm* (hiards. He was elected Senatoi* for the unexpired 
i(U*m of Slidell, but it is now said that SlidelTs term expired 
in 'hi. Ignorance of this fact, if it be a fact, is not very 
(*redita])l(‘. to the Ij(‘gislature. I do not know therefore 
whdher (hith'r will go to Washington, or whether the 
L(‘gislatur(^ will (‘led- anotlun* Senatoi*. They will not, I 
think, rcM'lect Mr. (Uithu*. 

(xov. Ilahn inbmded that Judge Durell and another 
p(‘rson (Bullitt) should be elect, ed Senators, but the Legis- 
lature took the bit in theii* t(H‘th, and refusing to mind the 
reins, (ihuded Cutler and Smith. 1 do not know much 
about Smith, but guess he does not amount to mucih. 1 
believe him to bi‘. a man of })r(Tty good common sense — no 
('.xperience - not much (‘ducation — and I never heard any- 
thing against him. 

()n(‘ of th(‘, RepiT,s(‘nlativ(\s elect is dudge A. B. Field. 
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He was in Washington \\dth Dr. Cottman; as yon will re- 
memher Field is a prettj" good speaker, and the ablest man 
in the whole delegation. He is not very radical, but judg- 
ing by his speeches, he will do well enough. He has more 
experience than any of the others and is a fair lawyer. 

Dr. Bonzano is another represen tatiye, and as you know, 
is a pure man, of great learning — with little experience in 
public affairs. He is thoroughly radical and would sooner 
give up his life than his principles. The other represent- 
ative I do know, but \vill write more about this in my next 
letter. 

I shall write you frequently in compliance with the wish 
expressed by you. 

A friend of mine told me that Mr. Fessenden expressed 
one objection to me, which was that I had written you 
declining to act as Asst. Treasurer, because 1 could not give 
the bond for $100,000. 

I declined to act as Asst. Treasurer for two reasons. 1st. 
I would not take that office unless I could give my personal 
attention to it. I was already over-worked and it was 
expected to perform the duties of Asst. Treasurer in addi- 
tion to all my other official duties. This without salary. 
2d. I had already given various bonds amounting to nearly 
two hundred thousand ($200,000) dollars. This was a good 
deal for me, comparatively a stranger and without property, 
to do, considering the distrustful and disturbed condition of 
things here at that time, and to give bonds for that amount 
was as difficult as for five times that amount in New York. 
If I told you 1 could not give additional bonds, 1 meant l)y 
that, that I could not with propriety (and therefore, would 
not) ask business men to become my securities for any addi- 
tional amounts. If I had disregarded sucffi propriety, I 
could have given the bond without much trouble. Will you 
do me the favor to mention this matter to the Secretary 'i 

I believe that Sherman is on the way to Apalachicola, or 
Pensacola, Florida — probably the former place. I sec that 
preparations are being made for an immense number of 
troops in this Department and from some signs about the 
Ordinance Offices. I should judge that a largo number of 
new troops are to be armed. As there arc no nciw tr() 0 ])s 
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here, or likel3^to come here, 1 conclude that a great number 
of negroes are to be collected and armed. 1 judge the war is 
to ])ecome more bitter and severe — and am glad of it, for 
sharp severity is reall}" the most efficient as well as most 
merciful polic}". 

This letter is long and should have been short, and is 
much more hastily written than letters to 3^011 ought to be. 

P. S. Please regard what I say of prominent men here, 
as entirety confidential. 1 do not object, however, to Mr. 
Fessenden seeing what I ma3" write, on the same condition. 


New Orleans, Jun . IJ . I860 . 

My Dear Sir: I have received 3"our letter of the 27 th 
Deca What 3^11 sa3^ of colored suffrage is doubtless cor- 
rect, but it is difficult if not impossible, to make these new 
Free State men, who compose oiu* Legislature, take the 
same view of it as 3U)U do. Of this matter I have fulh^ 
spoken in previous letters. Without beirig here 3^11 cannot 
easily understand how much these people have learned in 
regard to the colored man and his rights and how much 
they have yet to learn. 

Wlum Gen. Hanks expressed himself to 3"Ou as decid- 
edly in favor of the liberal extension of the right of suffrage 
to colored citizens’’’ — he was doubtless sincere, but even he 
cannot soon removi". the prejudices which the poor whites of 
the South have been acquiring during their whole lives. 
Only some strong political necessity will induce the Legis- 
lature to (uviv)ul the right of suffrage, and if such extension 
was mad(‘, a condition of the recognition of the State, it 
would ])rol)abl3" 1)(‘ granted. 

The iiu'-xpodient secession from the Fre(‘ State Movement, 
of Mr. Durant and his party, was very unfortunate. I 
thought then and I think now, that thi\y should join with 
tli('. others and control (wents as much as possi])le. But 
now instead of 1)eJng able to do anything of consequence to 
the colored raco, they have no voice. 

r admire Mr. Durant and am sorry he is such a good 
hater. In speaking in a former letter, of Judge Whitaker 
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as the only g'ood man to l)e U. S. Judge, I did not think of 
Mr. Durant. As you know them both however, it is not 
necessary for me to say more. 

Gov. Hahn Mas elected last Monday, Senator for the term 
of six years from the 4th of next March, — as I said lie 
would he. 

J learned from private sources — although it is not y(d 
puldicly know that he has nominated for Chief J ustice of 
the State, Judge Whitaker, and for Associate Justices; 
Heistand, lisle}" and one other. I know only Whitaker and 
Heistand — the others are from the country and hiiye been 
confirmed by the Senate — but Whitaker and Heistand have 
not yet been confirmed. I think they will be however, 
although the Legislature pretend to have fears of their 
soundness on the Slavery Question. The real reason of 
their hesitation is, that they wish to give these appointments 
into the hands of Gov. Wells when he conies into ofliias for 
they perceive that there is a new power to dispense patron- 
age which they desire to propitiate. 


New Orleans, ilAo*. JSO/J. 

My Dear Sir: A change, has been made among our City 
Officials, which may prove of importanct^ in the politi(^s of 
this State. Mayor Hoyt, an appointee and friend of Gmi. 
Banks and Gov. Hahn has been removed ]>y (Jov. Wells, 
and in his place Dr, Hugh Kennedy has heon appointed, and 
entered today upon the duties of his office. J tliiiik this has 
been done with the approval of Gen. Hurlburt, who is glad 
to put out of the way any of Banks’s friends. 

The alleged reason for the change is that the offiiai should 
properly be held only liy an oldcifeen, whili^. the real rem- 
son is probably quite different. 

The Mayor of New Orleans, through the Police andotlu'r 
agencies, is able almost completely to control City (d(H*tions, 
and controlling the City, thereby <*.ontrols the State. Gov. 
Wells evidently intends the management of these matters 
shall be in his own hands and therefore ho throws ov(U' 
board his former friends, to whom ho is indebted for liis 
present position, but who are more the friends of Banks and 
Hahn than of himself. 
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You probabh' know Dr. Kennedy very well. He was 
formerly Editor and Ib'oprietor of the True Delta News- 
paper — a brother-in-law to Bullitt and a man whose pro- 
slavery prejudices can never be removed. 

It is said that Dr. Cottman is to be Sheritf in place of 
Mr. Shaw the present incuml)ent. 

Perhaps this has something to do with another matter, 
wdiich may ])e of interest to yourself. Dr. Kennedy is Presi- 
dent of one of the City Banks, and perhaps his personal in- 
t(‘ rests are involved in the matter I am al)out to state. 

The Free Banking Daw of this State w^as somewhat simi- 
lar to the present National Banking* Law. StA^eral of the 
City Banks were organized in conformit}" with its provi- 
sions^ bonds of the State or of the City of New Orleans, })e- 
ing deposited them with the State Auditor. At the cap- 
ture of the CiH, the State Auditor ran away into the Con- 
fcderacAL taking all the bonds with him, which may have 
})een sold or disposed of for the ])enetit of the Kebel State 
CovT, or of the Ck)nfederacy. The Banks seek tlie pay- 
ment of coupons (of these bonds) now due, without pre- 
senting coupons or bonds, or even designating them l) v mim- 
l)er or otherwises 

(xcn. Hui'lburt issued an order to the 1st Nat'l Bank, the 
liscal ag(mt of the City, to pay these cou})ons. The Bank 
refused and (ion. Ilurlburt suspondial his ord(u*. Subse- 
(piently IIurlf)urt ordered the case tried before^, fliidge Pea- 
l)<)dy, Judge of the Provisional Court. Peabody di'.cided 
that the coupons should b<‘. paid, and oviu'ruled motion for 
new trial. 

N('arly a million of dollars was dep(mdingon tln^. issue and 
perhaps you (an judge better about th(‘ matter wlnm I tell 
you that it was c.onimonly und(u*stood that the Banks were 
willing to sp(‘nd $50,000, or more, to have the measure (ar- 
ri(Hl through. 

Mayor Hoyt was opposed bittmly to the paymemt as de- 
(uwd b(‘eaus<^. Ik^ regarded it as corrupt, unjust and destruc- 
tive, of the c.nalit of the City of N(nv Orleans. lie refused 
to order the Ist Natd Bank to i)ay tlie amount, and it was 
dillicult or impossible to eni‘or(*.e Peabody's judgnumt while 
Hoyt was Mayor. KemuHly, however, is Presidimt of a 
Bank and-proba))Iy his views will differ from Hoyt's. 
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Perhaps I judge harshly of these proceedings, but I can- 
not help regarding with suspicion everything done hj IlurJ- 
hu7't. 

Enclosed I transmit published statement of the proceed- 
ings in the case I have been speaking of, which may be of 
use to j’ou at some future dai', when similar questions arise. 

The attack on Mobile is expected to be made every day. 
The whole Country has been flooded with rains so that it has 
been almost impossible for the army to move. 

Gen. Lew Wallace arrived here aliout three weeks ago, 
and went hence to Brownsvilhi and Matamoras. lie had a 
long conference with Confedei'ato Officers — souk^ of whom 
represented Kirby Smith— in reference to the Surrender to 
the Gov’t of all the Country west of the Mississippi. 

They were willing to give up Sla\'eiy and submit on con- 
dition that the confiscation laws should not be enforced — tliat 
Civil Gov’t should be restored and th(‘. Country not l)e, su))- 
ject to Martial Law — and that no hindrance should l)e oflered 
to their going into Mexico — as many as wanted to go — not 
however as U. S. soldiers or Confederate Soldicu-s, ))ut eveiy 
man on his own hook. 

Gen. Wallace comes from Gen. Grant to whom he rc^ports 
officially. After the conference which listed two days, he 
left the Eio Grande for Galveston, where ho is to meet 
Kirby Smith in pei'son, and other k'aders. I g(it my infor- 
mation from one who was present at the Confer('.nc('.. 

The Western Kebels are uttcrW dishcarhmed, and enter- 
tain the project of a grand filibuster exi)editi()n into NortlKum 
and Middle Mexico, to clear out Maximilian and anmnx 
Northern Mexico to the United State.s. 

These projects appear wild, but nothing Is too improbabh'. 
for those desperate men to undertake. 

Gen. Davis (formerly Col. Davis 1st d'exas Cavalry) has 
gone down to the Texas Coast to assist Gen. Wallace in the 
negotiations. 

Nothing is publicly ktiowu here of these prococalings, and 
perhaps they will all end in smoke. 



PART V. MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS TO CHASE, 1842-1870. 


From James O, Birney.^ 

Saganaw, Fel). 2\Jt!2 

Dear sir, I received your letter of the 21. Jan. by the 
last mail. 

A Convention of the Friends of Liberty was held in New 
York city in May.^ They nominated me as their Presi- 
dential Candidate for 1844; appointed a Committee to in- 
form me of it and receive my answer to the proposition. 
The Committee accordingly addressed me a note, to which 
I replied on the 10. ultimo. My reply was sent to Mr. 
Leavitt who acknowledged the receipt of it on the 18. — 
ing, too, that he should lose no time in making it public — 
which, I presume, has been done in the Emancipator. You 
will there see that I consent to the use of my name, with the 
understanding, however, that I would cheerfully acquiesce 
in the substitution of another, whenever one should be 
found that would be more serviceable. I intended by this, 
that the nomination already made should not, so far as I 
was concerned, be a moment in the way of any other nomi- 
nation which a seco-nd national Convention, called together 
on sufficient notice, and more fully representing the body 
of the abolitionists, might think it best for the cause to 
make. Without entering into particulars, I trust you will 
hnd this a satisfactox’y answer to the main inquiry in your 
letter. 

The Columbus Convention^ 1 look upon as you do — as an 

a 1792-1867. 

For this Caiivention which met May 12, 1841, see T. C. Smith: Liberty and Free Soil 
Parties in the Northwest, 53. 

0 iTor this convention, which met in Columbus, Ohio, December 29, 1841, see Schuck- 
ers’s Chase, 47 ff. 
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interesting oecasioiL— an important fact in the history of 
the A. S. niovenient. Yet, in no A. S. Convention that I 
remember, has the ojiposition to slavery been considered so 
much as a matter of money-2)oli(*y — so little as a matter of 
religious dut\^ as it was in this. Whilst the money-policy 
may he made to follow as close as is possible on religious 
duty, the latter in my opinion ought always to })e allowed 
the precedence. 

I regretted, too, that any pledge, or appearance of a 
pledge was made of non-interference with the deliw'ring up 
of fugitive Slaves. Few things have contril)uted more, to 
keep alive the spirit of the abolitionists than the rescuing of 
slaves, and intcrfcrlacj with that infamous and blood}" sti[)- 
ulation of the Constitution. Whatever pledges of non 
interference maybe given they will be disregarded — at h^ast, 
so long as our body has any life or humanity in it, oj‘ any 
greater fear of (tod than of man. It would have been Ixds 
ter to have said nothing about it in the addnsss — unl(\ss tlu^ 
opposite ground had been taken. 

It seems strange to me that any abolitionisl, convei-sanlf 
with our cause could have thought, at this stag(‘ of il, of 
going out of our own ranks for cainlidates for any ollicav 
Out of our ranks, all ])ul)Iie mmi an', of tin' Whig or Di'ino- 
crath* iiarty. How (^an tla^y he abolil-ioiiists 4^his was 
tried at the Ix'ginning of tin' poUfival m<)\’('m('nt of tlu'. 
abolitionists, and always faiku I bringing wilh il- great injury. 

Of (rovernor Hewar<l I ha\’e strong h()]X‘s. Highly rlo I 
honor him for his ek'vated and (‘onsisU'iil. (*()urs(' in llu' \4r- 
ginia and Georgia 'Cxintroversies. Fanu'st.ly do I (l('sir(‘ (o 
see him enjoying the honor of Ix'ing an abolitionist in naun' 
as I, trust he is one in judgimmt and fei'Iiiig. Hut. till he 
docs this, it would be gross (Usparagi'inenl of our ('ans(^ t.o 
nominate him for any station. 

That Mr. Adams should Ix'. thouglit of as au aJx)li(iou 
candidate is still more strange. Mr. A. in his anti abolition 
zeal, looks on the doctrine of immediatci (mmnripat ion, as 
held by our friends, as ridieulous; nor d<x's lu' lu'sitab' t.o 
present it to the publu* in biting terms of sarcasm and iron} . 
a letter of Mr. A. In NaU InL May, ASVf,9.) Mr, A. 

Bniu'.rolVs S<‘war<l, I, loi-io?. 
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Ls opposed to the abolition of .slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia; to its abolition in Florida, to the rejection of Florida 
in any ax^plication she may make for admission into the Union 
as a sl(fi^e state; in line, so far as I can now remember Mr. 

is opposed to almost everything* that is peculiar to aboli- 
tionists. All the while, too, he has been writing to known 
abolitionists letters a])ounding in expressions of encourage- 
ment and .sympathy, — the tenor of which would, perhaps, 
])e contradi(‘ted ])y the next news from Washington, shewing 
that Mr. A. had taken occasion to let the whole world 

know, that whilst ho was greatl}" opposed to slavery in gen- 
eral, h(' was, at the .same time, opposed to the pyarticular 
of attacking it which the a])olitionists were prosecuting 
as the most effective. 

The truth is, my dear sir after rendering to Mr. A. our 
tliauks, and in the, sc times they ought to be our heartiest 
thanks— for his unwavering valor in dehniding the plglit of 
j>(‘fitloo — a right whi(*h l)y the way, has no really stricter 
comiexion with the A. 8. interest than with any other of the 
country; for his ()])position to Texas annexation and for the 
assistances h(^ gave Mr. Baldwiik' in the Amistad Case, 1 am 
unable to p(u*(‘.eiv(’i on what gvoimArtho! H lonlstn are indebted 
to Mr. A. — or to pronouiu‘.e that he has on the whole done 
more to promote than to retard th(^. A. S, cause. When 1 
take uj) Mr. A.\s letters to Mr. Edmund Quincy, of Boston 
(duly LSd>8) to Messrs. Hedge, Sprague and Hobart of 
his own distri(‘t (Oct. LSffS) — to Mr. Oliver Johnson, Cor. 

Sec. of the Khode Lsland A. S. Society (Dec. 18 1S3S), and 
compare them with the letter })of<)re referred to in the Intcl- 
llig(mc(‘r, and with his de<‘laring in the House of Kepresenta- 
tiv(^s (Jan. 1S8J) that, if the que.stion of a])olition was to 
b(^ pul. fh(d ddij /c inoidd- ^ooto agaln.d. !t~~ a declaration made 
in immediate (‘onnexioit with the rec(q)tion by Mr. A. of a 
immacing hotter from sonu^. unknown s(‘ri))]>ler in the South, 
unwisely ihned to say the least of it;— when I review Mr. 
A’s r(‘C(mt course as shewn to me by these landmarks, and 
add to it. his known want of toinpoi' and stability — his pro- 

ii Slu'rniiin Bitldvviii of CoimtM‘ti(‘iU. On tlio AniLslad <*a,s(‘ kch' Von IIoLst, IT. 

:v.il :!2U, and Du BoIh, Su{»pn‘HHion of (Iu‘ A frica , u Sla\n‘ Tra<lo, 112 un<l 2915; Appleton’s’ 
Cyelopuedia of Am. Bio^. art. J. W. Barber, Story of tlu‘ Amistad Captives; 

K. U. Baldwin, StoneH of Old New Haven, eh. xi. 
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slavery attempts, whilst President, on the Congress of Pan- 
ama in relation to Cuba; his proposition to Mexico for the 
surrender of escaping slaves; his making the same proposi- 
tion to England, with the iniquitous, the unconstitutional 
e(j^i(halent of recajoturing and delivering up to West India 
planters such of their slaves as might escape to this country 
a kind of escape of which, in passing, the first instance is 
yet to be recorded: all these things unrepented of and the 
error of them unacknowledged by Mr. A. shew me how- 
ever remarkable and well gifted a person Mr. A. may be in 
other respects,— a thing which I would be among the last 
to dispute — yet, that he wants the prime elements of char- 
acter for leadership in a great enterprize whose basis is 
Human Rights. 

Nothing but the earnest regard that I cherish for the 
integrity of the A. .S. cause — which your letter leads me to 
fear is in some danger of being compromised by its own 
friends — would persuade me to say what I have, of Mr. 
Adams, to whom, I am aware, many of our friends consider 
the cause of Abolition as eminently indebted. But I have 
said nothing which cannot be verified by indisputable evi- 
dence and by which of course, no public man can consider 
himself wronged. V ery truly & sincerely 
Yours etc 

James (t. Birnet. 

Post script— If any part of this is to be used pul)licly I 
desire that it may all be. 

J. G. B. 


From 1L B. h^tamion J^ 

Boston, Fely 18If4- 

My Dear Sir: I owe you an apology for not replying 
sooner to your letter of Decern 15, I was happy to ivciiwu 
it, & was instructed by its perusal; and, if tlu^ statute of 
limitations has not begun to run, beg leave even at this late. 


aHenry Brewster Stnnton, 1805-1887; journalist ami anti-slavery worker; on<‘ of Ui(‘ 
founders of the JRepubIi<‘an party; cf. Iiis Random KecolUndions, New York 1887, also 
the autobiography of his wife, Elwabeth Cady Stanton, Eighty Years and More, N(‘W 
York, 1895. 
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day to thank you for it. My only excuse for delaying to 
answer it, is, the depredations of that old th.ief^ 2 ^rocrasti?ia- 
tion^ upon my time. 

In regard to the Buffalo Convention,^^ I regret onh^ one 
thing in its proceeding’s, viz, Mr. Piei’iDont’s resolution. And, 
I regret that mainl}-^ because it seems to yield up our strong- 
est ground in regard to the clause of the Constitution in 
question — to wit, that it does not include the case of fugitive 
slaves. At our approaching State Convention (Feb. 14 & 
15th) we shall set this matter right, probably. However, 
when the mass of the community feel about slavery & south- 
(‘rn arrogance as you <& I do, the 3 " will find as few constitu- 
tional impediments as they will have conscientious scruples, 
against its abolition b}" political action. Mr. Andrews,^ the 
Texas lawyer, who accompanied Lewis Tappan Esq. to 
England, now resides in this city, & has prepared a pretty 
good argument (nnl)od 3 dng our views in reference to this 
(‘laus(‘. of the Constitution. He thinks of publishing it. I 
wish you could see it — for T dislike to have a defective or 
w('ak argument go to the public, as embodjdng the views of 
the Ijiberal party. 

Our Buffalo nominations arc well received in this State, 
and in New England goneralty, except h}^ those imprac- 
ticablcs, the (birrisonians, who are disposed to be satisfied 
with nothing. ’Mr. Birnej^ was highly j:)opular with us last 
fall. We arc desirous of getting Senator Morris^ here 
next bill, to spend a few weeks in Massachusetts. Then we 
sliall have done what neither of the other parties dare do — 
esj)e(‘ially the Whigs— i. e., sliowii the people of Massachu- 
s(ff,ts our Presidential Candidates. 

Stimulated )>y your advice, & the success of your example, 
w(', a))()ut made up our minds to have a Daily Liberty 

n(Avspa))er in this city. Mr. Leavitt will be its editor. 

I have no doubt of its r('.as()nable success at the very 

<rAugxxHt, Tlio l^ierpont msolution <le(*larc‘cT that the Aholitioniats would 

rcispird tlu', third ehiuac of the fourth artiele of the ConHtitution “ whenever applied to 
the om) of a fiiM'ilive slave as utterly null and void ” etc. Of. Stanwood, History of the 
PreHidonciy 219; Seluu'kers’H Chase, 70. 

^Htc‘i»hc‘n Pearl Andreevs, 1812-188(5. See the Sketch in Appleton’s Cj^clopa'dia of 
Atuericjin Biography; ef Von Hoist H. G28-G30. 

Thomas Morris, 177(>-181-1. Senator from Ohio, 18:5;W889; nominated for Viee- 
Pri‘Hldt‘nt hy lh(‘ Liberty Party In lB-13; see Smith, Liberty and Prec Soil Parties, 86-80. 
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outset; & of its ultimate complete success pecuniarily, 
& of the very p*eat aid it \yill render our cause, I feci cer- 
tain. Within a circle of 40 miles around Boston, >ye ^dve 
between 5 & 6000 Liberh- votes. Nearly every man of 
these votes is within 6 hours of the city, by moans of i)u])- 
lic conveyances — & half of them within 2 hours. Our pa- 
per, besides having a fair subscription in the city, would l)c 
taken by many of our friends in all the neighboring towns. 
Mr. Alcien, avIio will probably be the publisher, is a iTspecta- 
ble financier & manager, & has some of j?us/u/u/ (juali- 
ties so requisite to crowd such an enterprise upon the puldic 
attention. 

Of Cassius M. Cday, He is doing nobly. His speech on 
the Texas question, is a grand thing. The (‘ompliment he 
pays to the Ijiberty party, is inAMua1)le. Tor that, I pre- 
sume we are indebted to you. At the recent meeting of the 
Massachusetts Anti S. Society (Garrisonian) (rarrison r(‘,ad 
a letter from 0. M. 0. to some Quaker in Rhode Island, & 
highly complimented 0. Garrison is an artful Jacobin, a 
genuine Robespierre, & he will spare no j^^dns to inish^ad 
C. M. C. concerning the character & purposes of the Lilxu’ty 
party. He will no doubt write to him. I trust you will 
keep in close correspondence with Mr. Clay — for, if he kec'p 
on the High Road, be will yet do wonders for Humanity. 

We are expecting Alvan Stewart & (ireiTit Smith with us 
on the occasion of our State Convention. Wish you could 
participate with us, & give us the benefit of your counstds 
& cheer us with your voice. At our present Coiunmtion, 
we shall probably defer the nomiiiation of presidmitial cl(‘(‘- 
tors, till next September, when wo intend holding a gr(ait 
mass Convention for that purpose — at which time we should 
l)e most happy to welcome you to the old Bay State. 

Mr. ( Jilmon^ has ])een with us. What has been the pre- 
cise extent of his success in his mission, I am not informed. 
He has done well, f believe, I hope he will nuMd wilh all 
the encouragement he so in’chly d(‘s(n*\'(‘s, iSi that you will 
not otily iiuxd, tln^ (nieniy a.l \V;ishi/iglon, hid, conipier him. 

(lay's ))ros])(x'ts Ix'gin to brigiden, A b<‘ will b(‘ (d(M‘(e(l, 
imh'ss till' dein()(T<‘i,cy" can liarm<)ni;^(‘. Spmicm* is r(\j(‘<*t(‘d 
as judg(‘ of till', Sup. (V)urt. If K(‘(,clmm, of N. V. goes on 
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the bench, he will be with you on the Van Zandt'^ case. 
He is something* of an abolitionist. I shall bo happy to 
hear from you. 

Y eiy truly & heartily" ^murs, 

H. B. Stanton. 


Fronn TL JB. St(( 77 fnQ}, 

Boston, Ort, 6^ 18Jf5. 

My dear Chase: T am much obliged to you for 3 ^ 111 * 
letter: tho I must be so ungracious as to add, that good as 
your letter was, I should have been more pleased if 3 "ou had 
1:)een present Sc read it yourself. 

I have not complied with 3^111* request to address 3mu 
immodiateH at the close of our grand Convention for the 
r(‘ason, that tho exciting labors of the week completely 
knocked me up, leaving me Avith a severe nervous headache 
Sc a })iting ague in 1113^ teeth, which I am now just getting 
over. 

We had a great Convention. ProbabH upwards of iiOOO 
delegates wet‘e present. Our audiences numbered more 
than f‘^,000. Oen. Fessenden pi'csided with much abilit3% & 
able speech(',s wer(‘, made 1)3" ex-chief justice Plutchinson & 
Col. Miller (th(‘- (Jreck hero) of Vermont; Messrs Picrx)ont, 
Lovejoy, Jhirritt, Scwall, Jackson, Sc others of Massachu- 
setts; (jerrit Smith, W*'' (loodoll & Lewis Tappan, of New 
York; Dr. Le Mo3me & Elder, of Pa; and other gen- 
tkmuMi from other states. Every free stat(^ (L believe Indi- 
ana must be ex(*epted), Wisconsin, Iowa, Sc the District of 
Columbia, w<‘re rc'presented; & (wen a Kentuclyy slave 
hold(u* appi'ared on the platform & opposed the adoption 
of (he Address, & was replied to & annihilated by Lewis 
Clark, Ketituchy fugitive, whom the slave holder, in his 
rejoind(U*, spoke of as ^ the genthnnan who had preceeded 

n ror tho Van Zaiult Mim hoc Rchuckow’H 52-GtS and CliaHo’H letter in Warden’s 
ChaH(^ Joliii Van Zandt, Chase wrilos, was “the original of the famous John 

Van Trompo in ITneU* Tom’s Cabin.” 

hA oouvonilon of Liberty men, mainly fnmi New England, called to meet in Boston 
0(‘tol)er iHt. Ther<^ is a striking contrast hetwoon Mr. Stanton’s enthusiasm and the 
almost eomplete siletua* of the newspaiH'rs of the day. The convention is briehy 
i‘(*ferred to In Wilson’s Slave' Power, T, 554, 

H. Doc. 461 , pt 30 
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him 1” Letters, good, bad & indifferent, were read from 
Hon. Messrs. H. Seward, Charles Francis Adams, (son 
of J. Q. A.) Stephen C. Phillips, Theodore Sedgwick of 
New York, W“ B. Calhoun (long member of Congress from 
this state) &q. cfec. Capt. Jonathan Walker showed his 
branded hand to the audience, Miss Delia Webster showed 
her homel}" face &c. 

The resolutions & address are strong & safe, tho not all 
that I could have desired, nor all that I expected. Whittier 
was to have written the address, & ho made prepai'ations 
to do so. But, his health & spirits failed him just at the 
crisis. He would have drawn up a rich, tasteful, ])eautiful 
document, strong apposite in its facts, & felicitous in 
its language, not distinguished by great force of argument, 
but thrilling in its appeals cfe conciliatory in its spirit. His 
failure made it necessary for us to fall back upon an address 
prepared by Gerrit Smith. It is able, strong, calm, l)ut 
quite elementaiy & A. B. C, like in its character. It is safe, 
& I think you will be of the opinion that it will do good. 
It will be instructive to those who have not i‘cad inudi on 
our subject. Mr. Sewall presented an able report on Texas 
annexation. We failed, too, in getting tho resolutions fi‘oin 
the source we applied to — & did not know that wo had failed 
till just as the Convention was assembling ; & then wo threuv 
together what we could lay our hands upon. Tho resolu- 
tions are safe on the constitutional (question. A long series 
was introduced by Mr. Spooner, embodying tho views in 
his recent pamphlet. We did not adopt them, but mei*ely 
referred them to the committee of publication, to print 
with the proceedings. Some resolutions on tho moral & 
Biblical bearings of our cause, Avere introdu(*ed & adopted. 
They are strong & right — drawn by Rev. A. A. Pheli)s, of 
New York — but are rather out of place. They will do no 
hurt, I think. 

Had 1 known that we should h(\ driven to tho straits 
Averc, I think I should hai’^e put my poor jxm to paper oii 
the address & I'osolutions. Hut, with th(^ car(\s on m<^ {& J 
did (^verytiihHj but writ(‘ the addiwss A lAvsolutions) (uani 
to all the editorials in the Emancipat-or) I <nicr<>a(4H‘<l so 
much on profV^ssional busiiK^ss, that- 1 liml no more' t,o 

spare. 
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The Convention has made a deep impression. We sat 
Wednesday, Thursda^^ & Friday, & Mr. Smith “preached 
politics ’’’ to a large audience in the Temple Sunday evening. 
His sermon was a splendid production. 

As ever, yours faithfully, 

H. B. Stanton. 

We stuck to our “ one idea/’ & did not touch the Presi- 
dency. 


Froiih H. B. Stanton. 

Boston, Aug. (5‘, 181^^ 

Dear Sir, I am much obliged by your letter of July 

Several of our friends had an interview with Mr. Hale on 
the ult. Messrs Lewis Tappan, Leavitt, Whittier, 
Lovcjoy & others of this state, Dr. Cleveland of Pa., Mr. 
Willey, the editor of the Standard in Maine, & Messrs Hale, 
Tiu‘.k Fagg, of New Hampshire, were present. We spent 
a day together. Mr. Hale made a full disclosure of his 
views & delined his position. He is with the Lil)erty party 
in princii)les, measures & feeling. He was in favor of delay- 
ing the tk)nvcntion till spring. He intimated that if all his 
friends wished him to accept the nomination, & it were ten- 
dered to him, he would accept it. 

A ('Omniittec, consisting of Messrs. Tappan, Leavitt, 
Whitticn*, Fagg, C-lcveland, Willey & myself, was appointed 
to correspond with Mr. Hale <& get from him an expression 
of his willingness that we should present his name to the 
Budalo Convemtion. Such a letter has been prepared, & 
Mr. Whitti(U‘ was to present it in person to Mr. Hale this 
W(‘ek“- lie being absent in VcuTiiont till then. 

We all wer(‘, favorable to his nomination for the presi- 
(hnuy, & tlu‘ feeding is very general with us that you should 
b(^ placed on the tickc^t with him. 

I think his answer to our letter will be in the affirmative; 
but am not certain. If it be, the same (jornmitteo will enter 
upon a (T)rr(vsponden(‘.e with our friends generally urging 
his nomination. 

Mr. Noble, the publisher of the Era is sending a sort of 
(^innilar thro tlu'i country urging the nomination of Mr. 
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Smith by the Buffalo Convention! If Mr. S. is nominated 
at Buffalo, 1 think I shall not vote for him,— certainly I 
shall wait to see what the times turn up. I am inclined to 
the opinion that if any other person is nominated at Buffalo 
than Hale, 1 shall not give in my adhesion till I see what 
the events of next Spring bring forth. I shall not go with 
the Liberty party, with any other candidate, or a mere 
abstraction, provided either of the other parties, or any 
considerable portion of both or either, bring forward a 
Wilmot Proviso candidate. 

I regret that the Convention was not postponed till next 
vear, nor should I be much surprised if “ the Macedonians ” 
made a rush at Buffalo & by a mass vote nominated Smith, 
& so blew up the whole affair; in which case probably some 
sort of an Anti slavery convention will be called in the 
Spring. But time will disclose all. 

Professional business will detain me from the convention. 

Very truly yours, 


H. B. Stanton. 


From Samvel J. TUden.^ 

New York, J'aly SO, JHJfS. 

My Deak Sir, Your letter came here in the absence of 
Mr. Van Buren, which still continues; and it has been 
banded to me by Mr. Byant Avith a request that T would 
answer it. I desire to do so with perfect candor & Avith as 
much accuracy as I can in regard to questions whicdi 
depend upon the concurring action of numerous individuals 
composing a large party. 

As to your enquiry Avhether the New York Democracy 
will be i-eprescnted in the Buffalo convention, I can only say 
that so far as representation consists in the presence of per- 
sons Avho will be able to consult with the members of that 
body & inform tlnun of the. views of the democracy of 
this state, there will b(' no want of i(.. But repre.sent.ai.ion 
of the formal and !'''rita(ive, character which is usual in 
the delegate<l conventions of organized jnirl.ies, will not b(\ 
possible either from the natiin' of (he (A)n\'('.ntion itself or 

.1 IKl.|-I,S,Sli. 
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the circumstances in which the Democracy of this state are 
placed. The convention professes to bo merely a mass con- 
vention; and does not aim at the indis})ensable characteris- 
tics of a delegated bod^^ — among wbi(*h is a proportionate 
representation of ascertained constitueiKdes, whose numbers 
and relations are already known, but it will be simply a 
voluntary assemblage of individuals whose relations to each 
other are to be for the first time established. Nor is there 
any power to act authoritatively for the Democracy of this 
state — as an organised party ruled the meeting of the Utica 
convention on the 13^’" of Sept. 

But all this is not deemed to be of much (‘onsequence. 
The Buffalo convention must act with spontaneous unanim- 
ity or it will fail of its objects; and the spirit of the people 
and the circumstances of the occasion will ])e likely to make 
it very independent of forms. If it acts with wisdom, the 
Utica convention will doul)tless concur in its nominations 
for tlu‘ Vice Presidemy as to the Presidency, it will not 
under any circumstances be practica1>le to (diange the posi- 
tion of the Dem’cy. of tliis state. Their (‘ouvictions on that 
subje<‘.t would be irrc'sistable whatever might 1)c the desires 
of heading nuui. Nominat(‘xl as Mr. Van Buren was against 
his wishes and because he was beluived to be the strongest 
candidate with lu^.arly all to whom they had any right to 
look for support, and acquiescing as he did on the ground 
that his old associates & their des(‘.endants ('i) had a right to 
his Tuuue to strengthen ihmi in tnaintaiiiiug their character 
and th(‘ir cause amid the dilliculties in wliich they wer(‘,, it 
would not be (l(Xient towards him, now that more than they 
at first hoped is surt‘< to be a(x*,oniplish(vl, to seek another 
representative. A still stronger consideration would be the 
bad faith of such a proceedure towards large numbers of 
uum c'vL. inlhnmtial pr(\ss(^.s which have Ix^m drawn into our 
support by Mr. V. Bbs name. Anolluu- would be the gi'cat 
impoli(‘y of changing front onuUu'. ev<‘- of hatth^ when the 
])ubli(‘ mind lias adapted itself & individuals hav(^. formed 
relations with reference to the candidate. And another 
would h(^ tlu’i (‘.onviction that in this state at least his name 
is fai* tlu^ strongi'st that can presentixl with r(d‘(U’(mce to 
practicabh^. accessions to tlu^ cause. Of course this may be 
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;i.-.,sumed to be the fact among the democrats from whom 
our strength is mainly to come; while those whigs who are 
disposed to go with us — if I may judge from their expres- 
sions to me & others previous to the Utica convention of 
the 2nd of June — prefer him to any other democrat. 

The demo’c}' of this state are an organ’d party having 
more than 50 presses — many of which are the oldest and 
most influential in the state, and having an oi'ganization 
penetrating every count}’ & town, and as they believe not 
has than 150 [sic] [000?] voters— it is hoped many more. 
They commenced the present canvas ( ?) without ho])c of 
much aid from other quarters, but with the determination 
to fight the battle alone, if necessary. They have, for the 
sake of their cause as well a.s their aim, adapted thcraseh'e.s 
to the strength on which they could count. Can they be 
seriously asked to change their position for the hope of 
accessions from those who as far as thi.s state is concerned 
do not number a single press openly in support of a fn'e 
soil candidate? The}’ would hazard very much more than 
they can hope to get in return. 

In regard to Judge McLean the general feeling is favora- 
ble to his nomination for the Vice Presidency; and if ho 
■should accept, he would, I think, receive a cordial support; 
& would place himself in a very prominent & 2 )Owerful posi- 
tion before the country. 

I believe 1 have answered all your inquiries tho’ I regret 
to have been compelled to do so in such extreme haste. 

''Vith great [illegible] &c 

S. J. Tilden. 


Fmn- Admn. KJy>j>d." 

St. rlosEPH Mo. 8 e 2 >t. JS49. 

Dear Sir: — * 1 hike this method of returning my 

thanks to you for the valuable pu})lic Document you hav(‘ 
sent me; from which I })a\'(^ alrcvidy gatlnu’c'd much useful 

oBorn in Germany m ISUS. At this time a jinrUer. In l.sni ]u‘ hecanH^ a <*l(‘rp[ynnui 
ill tiu' Metluxlist Kpiseoiial (ihureh. Btiler 1 h‘ was an I'dilor. In ISdO Ih‘ look I lie 
sininp in company vvilh Garl Sclinra m hehaU' of ia'ncoln. Stq* (I'litOhl Sljile.s Hio- 
^'■rapliical IMctioiiary, I\fJSH<iiiri V^ohinn*. 
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information. And whilst thus acknowledging- your kind- 
ness, permit me to add a few words in relation to myself, 
and other matters. 

1 have been in St. Joseph ever since the 2r)th of March 
last, & came here, as jmu will have been informed ere this, 
with the intention of going to California; but after I had 
encamped <5 weeks near St. Joseph, & saw the true state of 
things, I became disheartened in my undertaking, & con- 
cluded to remain in St. Joseph <& make my way through 
the world as best I can. I am now in the employ of the 
'' GaBette^'' printing offic-e of this place, where I can earn 
but scanty wages, them difficult to o])tain, aftcu* earned, 
and, indeed, I have inanj’- times been lot to believe that 
“Fortuna^' had no boon for mc‘, ‘‘"in this world of ours.'" I 
have ])een a cpiiet observer of matters & things in Missouri, 
sin(‘e I have bc^en here. — The emigration to California cA 
St. floscph this year is said to cxccllin numbers any former 
ycair. Thousands upon thousands made this a starting- 
point; & I (tould sec men of all classes of Hociety — from the 
poorest pauper, down to the most wealthy andLordl}" slave- 
holder, with his gang of negroes. I have seen also foreign- 
ers of a great many different nations; Illinois turned out 
more emigrants than any other State in the Union. 1 saw 
a (‘considerably fsicj number of slaves 1)ound for the dh/- 
more iiideed than 1 had expected, as 1 thought the 
slavcdiolder would hesitate in taking his so-called prop- 
erty to that distant territory, whem it is acknowledged on 
all hands that such ^‘■pr()I>erty'''’ is so extremely lia})le to 
l)e(*ome insecnire & slippery in California. They insist, how- 
ever, that they have a ‘‘‘uksht’’ to take their slaves there & 
kcM'.p them there as such. In this, I am inclined to think, 
th(\y will lind themselves mistaken! About 300 slav(\s passed 
through liere, in all, for California. The whole mim})er of 
(miigrants is (vstimaUid at 12,000 who madc^. tins a starting- 
point. At Indepcmdcnce probably not so many; At Council 
Bluffs, it is said betweem 3 & 4,000 started. So you see the 
numl)er on the road must Ix'/ inconveniently largo. 

Dear Sir. - You are no doul)t aware of the excitement & 
agitation in Missouri on the slavery (|uestion, and the ex- 
traordinary (Lxertions now going on to defeat Col. Benton’s 
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re-election to the Senate^ of the United States. As you are 
informed of the whole histoiw of the exciting controversy, 
I shall not repeat anything further here. — But, believe me, 
sir, the excitement prevalent in this State at this moment, 
is fully equal to a Presidential campaign, such as we have 
seen in Ohio last summer & fall. Every where Benton's 
appeal, his course, slavery in the territories, abolitionism, 
&Q. &c. are discussed & talked over most lively. And Mr. 
Benton is traveling over the State making speeches to the 
people, and at every place he goes immense numbers are 
present to hear. Mr. Benton spoke in this town on the 9^'^' 
of August, to a very large concourse of people — about 1500 
persons. I have sent you the proceedings & speech of 
this meeting, which 3mu have no doubt received before this 
time. I was afraid Mr. Benton would commit a blunder, 
as his mind was very much excited. A little previous to 
making his speech, he was arrested for slander. Ju{lg(' 
James H. Birch — who, by the way is exceedingly unpopu- 
lar in this section of country, & who is following Bcniton 
wherever he goes, making opposition spee(‘h(^s,— was IIk* 
man that sued Benton, for accusing the Judge of whipj)ing 
his wife. 

Judge Birch spoke here last Saturday (Sept. 8.) togiither 
with our own Representative in Congress — Willard P. Hall, 
the latter taking only a milder ground of opposition to Mr. 
Benton. Every disguise, as to the intentions of these men 
towards Benton, is done away. They openly declare, that 
they ‘ ' are determined to 'jnit down- Benton ! " All the j lulges, 
more or less, in Missouri are out against Benton: And Mr. 
Benton in return comes down upon them in no unquali^i(^d 
terms — calling them nullificrs, disunionists, &c. I am sorry 
Mr. Benton indulges so much in 2>iH>faiufy. It looks cer*- 
tainly very bad, especially so in a Statesman. He curses 
the judges personally, & everybody else that disagrees with 
him. Yet in this respect his opponents--At<‘.}iison A all 
his followers, the judges— -are not a wliit Ixdiind. Nine out 
of democratic papeu-s in the States it app(',ars, ar(‘, oidi 
against Benton, and are imboiuKhxI in villifying him, A. 
such epithets as traitor,^' ^blpostahi", ‘bScoundivI ", Bai*n 

/'On (‘<i in f>ji 14(11 of Hcnlon’s cf. Inicicn Curr, Missonn, 
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burner/' '‘Abolitionist," “‘Free Soiler,” are continuall}" 
heaped upon him unsparingly. At the head of these stands 
the Jefferson City “Metropolitan’'^ — a miserable sheet, (and 
its editor, H. L. Boon, a minister in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church South) — several numbers of which I have sent 
you, to give you a specimen of the temper of the anti-Ben- 
ton press of this State. And 1 am afraid Benton will be 
defeated. The people of Missouri, however, so far as I 
have been able to see will sustain Col. Benton. But, not- 
withstanding this, T am afraid — very much afraid — our Gen- 
eral-Assembly will drop Benton, & send in his place another 
su(‘h a dough-head & Slavery -Propagandist as General Atchi- 
son, who is also now canvassing the State against Benton. 
Atchison is to address the (itizens of St. Joseph the last of 
this month. Our own Representative, the Hon. Willard P. 
Hall, is a slave holder both in theory & in practice. lie is 
a v(‘ry w(Milthy gcmtleman, liv(‘s in the ffnest house in north- 
ei-n Missouri, & his “ in slaveys is rapidly increas- 

ing! His constituents are fast loosing coniidence in him, & 
he will not be re-elected another time. And although his 
(‘oustituents, by a great majority, ar(‘. non-slaveholding, ^mt 
he never dares to speak a work in favor of frechom. 

T desire now to remind you of another fact. There is 
(‘onsiderable said in Missouri about the Santa Fe Country & 
the absurd claim of Texas. Tlie slaveholders aigiu'. that all 
that ])art of New Mexico east of the Rio (Jrande ought to 
]h) giv(m to Texas, notwithstanding the earnest protests of 
the people of N('W Mexi(‘o. A f(‘AV wcidvs ago a (‘ompany 
of 50 men chielly from T<mnessee, hfft th(\s(', froiitiers for 
Santa Fe, led on by Ex-S(mator Aruhn-son, of Tenness('e. 
77(eir A (f mrel one! Tlu^y are no doubt (unmissa- 

ri(vs of the South, & th<‘-ir obje(*.t is to secure the admission 
of slav(‘ry in that T(U*ritory. I (‘annot account otherwise 
of the mission of these"- nnm. Those that 1 havT spoken & 
heard are a(*-complislied politiedans. If th(n*(". should be a 
s(‘.heme on foot to engraft slavery on a free territory in such 
a ma»mer, I say it ought to 1)0 exx)osed & (‘counteracted. 
T. Butl(M* King of (}(">o., as you will have observe^d, is on a 
similar mission in (Jalifornia. The <(U(‘.stion as to the (‘hum 
of Tc^xas to oiui-half of Nenv Mexi(‘o, 1 think will b(", brought 
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before the Supreme Court of the United States for decision. 
If this should be the case, I am a little afraid it will be 
decided in favor of Texas, as the Slave power has the ascend- 
ency in that body, I trust that such an act -“I moan the 
dismemberment of New Mexico — will never be agreed on 
or submitted to by Congress. The New Mexicans arc 
opposed to a dismemberment of their teinntory, & to the 
introduction of slaves among them. And their petitions 
ought to be respected & complied with by the General Gov- 
eminent at as early a time as possible. Tt is true, some 
slaveholders with their slaves have gone to Santa Fe last 
year even from this place, and Independence, ])ut let not 
that hinder Congress from passing Laws banishing Slaveiw 
foreoer from the Territory, & thus comply with tlie wishes 
of the people. I have refrained taking any public part in 
the controversy raging in this state at present; yet, 1 am 
not at all unwilling to defend the position of Col. Benton 
on the slavery question. If I wore to take that decisively 
strong free soil ground, that I occupied in Ohio last sum- 
mer, & fall, I could not, in the present state of things, ludp 
or further much the anti-slavery cause in Missouri. If 
Benton should be re-elected again to tlio U. S. Senate, you 
can be assured the anti-slavery inducncc'. is gaining ground 
in Missouri. 

But I perceive tliat my sheet is filling up rai)id]y, and 
lest I prove tedious I will hurry to a close. I shall bc^, 
extremely happy, in the meantime, to receive any docu- 
ments that you may be disposed to send me. I trust tlu^. 
good Providence will preserve your health, and l)lcvss you 
abundantly, so that ^you may be enabled fearlessly to vindi- 
cate our glorious clause in the halls of Congress! 

Yours faithfully, 

Adam Klipckl. 

1 should be vc^ry glad to receive an answcu* f]*om you. 

Friday, Ac/V. /4, 

1 sympathize', hc'artily with the sti*uggling Hungarians. 

I ])ray & hope thew will su(u*ced against thdr tyrannical 
their infamous oppivssers. The', sad ih'ws of ( iu' dcd’c'at A 
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surrender of Be))} into the hands of the Russians reached us 
to-day. Would to God, it proved untrue! 

Yours & 

Adam Klippel. 


B )"<>))} (\ Ik o7)J }}}<(})} 

Lawrence, Fel . ^ 32 , 1856 , 

Dear Sir YouDs of 11th inst with $100 draft is re(‘eived. 
A(‘eept for ^^ourself & the donors the gratitude of the free 
State men & women of Kansas who ai‘c ready to risk their 
lives in the cause of American freedom. 

Your excellent message/' is also received. It is natural 
that the administration papers should laugh iis to scorn & I 
hesitated a))out the expediency of sending to the Northern 
Governors such adispat<*h, fearing it might IxMnIsconstrued; 
])ut 1 was satisfied if therci was not soimdhing done to excite 
public attention & sympathy in our behalf we should soon 
be driven from the Territory or crushed. That siuli was 
the intention of our enemi(ss tit that time I have no doubt, & 
nothing but a ))erKd‘ that w(' had tak(m steeps to arouse the 
whol(‘. North has pr(w<nited a general war. A meeting lias 
been hold at Independence Mo, denying any intention of 
molesting the people of Kansas &e, but we Lz/r/e that H(}))}e 
of the people of Mo, & resol V(id in their lodges that 
the Free State men of Kansas must & should bo driven out, 
So military companicss wore organized & drilled when the 
thermometer was below zero in inany of the border towns — 
I am satisfied tlu'- d(‘.spat(‘hes have done good, & if we escape 
a war it will be on th(Mr account. ThiAelegraph announces 
tliat the President has issued a proclamation^^ but I have not 
se(m if.. We semt liim a despatch as well as several mem- 
bers of Clongress, (hmianding ])rotection. 

Wo were determined that if we were compelled to tight 
ho should not have it to say he had no noti(‘e of our danger. 

(iCU'nml JoHOph Binn, comTiiaiMor of the Hungary patriotic, army. 

Scv(iral limcH tlio clioicc of tlio Free State party in ICauHaH for (tovc'rnor 
and tlub llrnt Governor of the Slate after itH a<lmiHHion to tl\c (Tuiou. 

rSco nart’H, (U)aH(‘, 172. 

^ d 01 Pebruar^ n. Summariw<Un Rhodes, I, 121. 
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If he & the people of Mo. & the South have found that the 
reveille is sounding throughout the north, & that if war 
must come it shall be a war in earnest of all the people then 
there will be no war, for the South will never fight us if 
they believe the north seriously objects to it. The only 
way in my opinion to get along with the South is to let 
them know that we have no scruples against fighting if they 
insist upon our humiliation. 

The plan of the slave power now appears to be to hir(', 
several thousand men to come to Kansas & live a year, more 
or less, till a new constitution can be formed & a state gov- 
ernment set in motion under it. Hence the r(T‘X)mmenda- 
tion of the President to have Congress pass an ‘^enabling 
act ” &c. Every expedient will be resorted to to g(‘t rid of 
our Constitution hence the Pres, says it was fornu‘d by a 
'party & not by the whole people. 

The gentlemen last sent out were instructed to r('Conimcnd 
the appointment of committees in the large towns who should 
make the collections & have them deposited in sonK', bank 
subject to be drawn by S. H. Lane, J. K. Goodwin, (b W. 
Deitzler, & myself jointly for the Committee of Safety. 
Mr. Schuyler & S. N. Wood were sent out earlier & no plan 
was named to them. 

Our object was to get some relief for expenses of tlui 
invasion, procure means of defenses, & ))rocur(i the enroll- 
ment of men, ready to comeTo our relief if necessary. I 
thought such apian would act as a peace nicas^ure. It has 
a wonderful effect upon our Mo. neighbors to hear that num 
are enrolling, & money is being raised in the North. 

I need not say to you that you arc regarded as the Cham- 
pion of our cause by the people of Kansas, & your success 
in Congress as well as in the Executive chair of your noble 
State will not soon be forgotten. 

It will afford mo great pleasure to hear from you, couns<L 
advice, reproof, or any word you may find time to (‘oni- 
munioate, & it shall 1)e my pleasure' to forward to you such 
information as 1 may Ix'. able to eoiKxnaiing tlx'- (*aus<'. of 
freedom in Kansas. 

V(uy respectfully yours, (I Robinson. 
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Front U. Rolmmm. 

Lawrence, Jan, 1858. 

Dear Sir: Accept my thanks for 3"our message this mo- 
ment received. I would return the compliment but our 
State is too poor to print my message except in the news- 
papers which you doubtless have received. 

The votes were canvassed yesterday, hj J. Calhoun in 
presence of Gov. Denver, the Prest of the Council & Speaker 
of the House, for the L.[ecomptonJ constitution & State 
officers &c. — The vote now in for the Con. 'irith slavexy is 
b063 & with no slaveiy 576. Of these, Kickapoo polled 
1017, Oxford 1266, Shawnee 729, Marysville 282, & Ft. 
Scott 818, making 3562 out of 6689, hy a population of not 
over 1000. The Pro-slavery State ticket is returned elected 
by about 300. For member of Congress Kandt has 6623 

Corr P. S. 6)568. In the State Senate we have as now 
returned 18 free State & 6 pro S. — in House 29 free State, 

14 ])!•() S. Had all our people voted we would have car- 
vml (everything. Mr. Calhoun will not close the matter 
now & more returns may come in to (ffiangc the result. 
As it itow appc'urs we arc safe. The Ter^ Legislature will 
create a commission to examine election frauds, also pro- 
vide for another Con^ coiu^ention. The Topeka Legislature 
will ena(‘t a simple code for emergencies. If we are cheated 
by (Calhoun, war must ivsult inevita])ly if we are admitted 
und(U' the L. Con. 

The vot(‘, (ujahiHt the L. Con. on tlx^ 4th inst. is not yet 
(‘.ounted, Init must be ton thousand. 

Very truly C. lioniNSON. 


Front Throdorr Parher.^^ 

Boston 0 MareJ^ 1858. 

My dear Mu. Chase. I thank you heartily for your kind 
Udter touching my spcH'xffi at the State House. I did send 
it to you, but did not like to violate the (foolish) law made 
& provid(‘d against writing my name on it. I had no time 
to speak of all the important signs of the times. I meant 

«1810-1H00. C/lorKyman mul reformer. 



478 


AMEBIC A.ISr HISTOBICAL ASSOCIATION. 


at first to ^ive a significant extract from fhe addre.ss of each 
of the Republican governors. But there were two difficul- 
ties — one was the lad ofthne^ and the other Icfd of ma tonal. 
Several I had not seen in fiilh — only extracts in the news- 
papers, which can't always bo trusted, for you dont know 
what else there may bo. I was particularly desirous of 
mentioning yours & Mr. Barretts. 1 have only seen yours 
in part in the TrUune and look for the whole message with 
great interest. I shall <‘ount it a spc(ual favor if you will 
send me all that yo// print. You know the esteem & admira- 
tion I feel for you, & the high hopes I entertain of the S(U’- 
vice you are 3 mt to perform for the great cause of Human 
Rights. I wish I tliought better of the Southern part of 
youT state. What keeps the slaves in tin' N. of Md. Va. 
Ky2 noi the central govt, nor the slav(^ hunters in the nedgh- 
borhood; but the Public Opinion of Penn. (). Md. 111. I 
think the northern states behave meanly-” v(n'y mean, to 
submit to the insolence of the slave driver & arc' afraicl of 
the Blackguards! Witness the scene'- Ix'.twec'ii Sc'iiator Pos- 
ter of Conn. & Mr. Mason yesterda3\ I wish I ctould have'- 
been a ^Cspirit" to inspire F. as a for ten min- 

utes, & have interpreted that (danse of the const. (Art. IV., 
Sect. IV) by the Progranivio (f Prlnrijf^n laid down in tlu' 
Dec. Ind. & the ProgTa)n')ne (f Pa.opo^oi^ in lh(‘ Preiim))l('- to 
the constitution itself. With the genc'ral Progrc'^ss of 
Humanity there must be a Progress also in the' Idea (f a 
PtejMiUic; & if the commonwealths 'of OrcM'cc'- & Rome'- 
allowed slavery, J think 1 can show that no state'- has a 
Republican form of Govt,m?5//cyly;/c/vVr^y/ .svmr, whicdi doc's 
not secure to all men the inalienalde Right to Life Li bendy 
& the Pursuit of Happiness with which it is self evidemt 
that (rod has equally endowe'.el caeh one', of them: & that it 
is onl 3 ^ by securing this to all & each that the Purpose'vS of 
the constitution can be accomplished. I take it the c-onsP' 
is the People's Power of Attorney by which they authorize', 
their servants to do certain mattc'-rs & things. In the Pre- 
amble they sed forth, in general terms, tlie matters to Ix'- 
done', all of the ends to bo aeamnplished; & in Ihe ])ody of 
the doeaiment point out the' moans to that e'nd & distribute' 
the parts of the work a-mong the", various agemis who are lo 
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act under that Power of Attorney — they also define <& limit 
the Powers entrusted. 

S. C. has 284,000 free men, 384,000 slaves who are chat- 
tels personal '' — not having even the dignity of real estate! 
Is that a Republican Form of govt, where a minority own 
the majority ? What if Mr. Hammond owned all the 668^000 
people of the S. C., would it be a Republican Form of 
govt. — he appointing the Goe^'. Legislature^ Senators, <& 
Rep. to Congress ^ But ([uuUtatlrely it would be the same 
as now, the difierence would be but quantitative, not in 
kind only in degree. I know the Romans & Athenians owned 
slaves — & called the state a Repiibllea^ or a /Ir/yoKpatBia; 
but it is said that Abraham attempted to sacrifice his onl}^ 
son to God— a whole burnt offering. If Senator Mason 
should do it tomorrow I doubt if the Grand Jury in Wash- 
ington w^ould impute it to him for righteousness next week. 

Yours faithfully 

Theodore Parker. 


Prom G. IF IlromiJ^' 

Lawrexoe, Ist ^ 1858 , 

My DEAii Governor: -“Your very welcome letter of the 
22“'^ ult., inclosing two dollars, has (‘ome to hand, for which 
again acaa'pt my luairty thanks. 

In regard to our p()Hti(*al matbms 1 am very ha^^py to 
advise you of my views in a private letter, opinions I could 
not saf(dy advanc^e through my Herald of Freedoau 

Tlxi\ attempt to organize a Republican party in Kansas 
does not (‘ona^ from our leading anti-slavery men, but from 
a class of boys h(‘.aded by Ge?i. Lane, the object of which 
scantis to be to head the Republican movement in Kansas, 
and make themselv('s the leaders. I am honest in the con- 
viction that if the Free Htate party were', disl)anded today, 
and parties were organized upon the basis of parties in the 
Stat(\s, the I)(unocracy would be triumphant. My opinion 
is not based upon a supculicial knowledge of nam and things, 

W. Brown M. I)., imthor of UtmiiiiiHconces of old John Brown, Bowton, IMHO 
lliH IBwtild of Freedom wuh tlunirHt 1^’ree Soil paper in KanHas. 
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but dates back to the first settlement of the Territory, with 
a perfect knowledge of eveiy phase of sentiment in the Ter- 
ritoiy. My opportunities as a journalist, is second to that 
of no man in Kansas, as I am constantly in communication 
both personally and by letter with leading men in all parts 
of the Territory. 

The opposition is so strong* with the masses of the people 
against free blacks settling among us that they number 
more than two to one. This comes from our population 
being made up of western men. In Lawrence, and some 
other points, eastern men have control of the political 
wires, but they constitute ])ut a very small proportion of 
the voters, and hence will be invariably defeated by any 
organization which takes open issue with them. 44ies('/ 
voters feel that the Repuldican party is thoroug'hly (h'voted 
to the black man, and is laboring to place him upon an 
equality with himself. The Pro-slavery and Demom'atic- 
organs and leaders arc active in propagating this opinion, 
and it is not compatible with my views as an 'hM[ual rights 
maiL’ to controvert this position. 

Then the Free State party emhra<‘.es about otu^-thi rd Diun- 
ocrats. If these were to leave us, and organize' by tlnnn- 
selves they would be openly augmented by tli(‘ Pro-Sia\*('ry 
party, and the many free State Democrats who have' he'Iel 
themvselves aloof from both parties in the ])asti, ap])roving 
of neither, and them with thenr denunciatie)ns of the'. Re'pub- 
licans and their e'.c[uality views the black law ttie'n would 
almost to a man ge) e>ver to them, heaving the', gemuiiu'- 
Republicans with less than oiio-thirel tlm voters e)f the'- 
Territoiy. 

Suppose the Reqmblican party ih e)rga!vize'el ne)W. Them 
they commit political Huicidc'.. By ce)ntinuing the organiza- 
tion as at present we van got ce)ntre)l e)f the', lirst States U'gis- 
lature, and thus se'cure two U. S. Semutors whose' pe^sition 
in the States will be takeni siele ))y side' witli the', Repub- 
licans, and we e*an have a Republiemn State, oi’ganization at 
home in all its branche's. By wise^ h'-gislation we cau se)on 
satisfy the black law mem t.hat we de) not propose any 
extreme legislation, ne)t that we will le'gislate' for the black 
man, but we will merely remiain passive', atiel not k'.gislate' 
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at all in reg^ard to them any more than we do for the white 
man. 

I know the difficulty of making* myself thoroughly under- 
stood in this matter b}" a brief letter. I wish, however, 
that my friends will take me somewhat on trust. My serv- 
ice for the last fifteen years in the anti-slavery ranks, my 
frankness at all times and in all places to enunciate my 
extreme anti-slavery views, with my present sacrifice in 
behalf of the cause justifies me in asking of my old co- 
la) )orers that they do not distiTist me. Sometimes I am 
almost resolved to abandon my post, and while I write 1 am 
seriously considering whether I will not take leave of the 
press and of public life during the next two weeks. My 
weekl}^ expenses eciual fifty dollars a week, and my receipts 
will not exceed ten dollars. I have sunk frotu thirty to 
forty dollars a week for six months and have only main- 
tained my position ))y the saca'ificc of property at half its 
value, sincor(4y desirous to keep my post until the end 
which called me to Kansas is attained, and we are a free 
State of the Union. But whether the gratification of my 
desire in the premises will justify me in ))eggaring myself 
is a question which I am more than half resolved to decide 
in the negative. 

I shall bo very happy to hear from you, with such sug- 
gestions as you may be disposed to favor me with in regard 
to our future. Rememlxu', however, that I wish to see 
Kansas a Kepuhlican State, and that I ))elieve if this crisis (‘an 
1)0 kept oil' \intil we are a State in the Union we shall have 
no (liifi(*.ulty in making it the ecpial of Massachusc'tts or 
Wis(K)nsin on the slavery <pi(\stion. 

Very Truly Yours, G. W. Brown. 


From Jwnhes .^1. 

New York March 17^ 1860, 

Mr DEAR friem)— I took the article from the German 
(Clin) paper to the Tril)une <& found another Gay.. & took it 
to the Post. It appears in both tliose papers. 

<t Probably tbo former editor of the Free Soil “True Dt'moeraL” of Cleveland. 

H. Doc. 4()1, pt2~— 81 
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The contest for the Presidencj" is between yourself and 
Seward. His late speech has improved his chances some. 
Jersey men say he cannot carry that State, & so saj’' many 
from Pa. Mr. Denning Duer, son-in-law of the late James 
G. King, M. C. from N. J., Judge Marsh, Mr, H. M. Lowe, 
&c are among the delegates from N. J. I think there are 
men in that Delegation who will stand by and urge you. 
Mr. Duer prefers you. I think a former law partner of 
Mr. Barney is also a delegate. 

1 hear you made friends at Albany. Mr. Littlejohn, said 
to one of your friends, you were his second choice for the 
Presidency. We were expecting you here. Dinner.s at the 
houses of several gentlemen were ready for you in a (juiet 
way, and many were on tip toe to see jmu. 

Mr. Lincoln, of 111. told me he had a very warm side to- 
wards you, for of all the prominent Keps. you were th(', only 
one who gave him “aid & comfort” — I urged him by all 
means, to attend the Convention. I was pleased with him, 
& paid him all the attention I could. W('-nt with him to 
hear Mr. Beecher & Dr. Chapin. Mr. Barney w(mt with 
him to the “House of Industry” at the liv(^ Points, and then 
took him home to learn [lunch ?]. He was very mucli plea.scnl 
with Mr. Barney. What a strong-, steady, working, grlori- 
ous friend you have in Hiram Barney! It is really worth 
living to have one such friend, so true a man. II(‘, is vcirv 
kind to me. I tell him he must make friends with tin', 
Seward men. Keep in with them — Say not one word 
against Seward, & if he can go to the Convention, he must 
cast the first vote for Seward. He hesitate, s, hut I tliink 
it best. I would not say one word to hallle Seward’s 
friends, I tell him, for if Seward is nominated, four years 
will soon come round, & then we may want tlnur h<dp, & 
he can plead former services. 

1 think the Bates movement has accomplished all that was 
intended— prefers you to Seward. Thinks Sc'ward 
would make us harder work than any otlun- man. I s(h', it, r(',- 
ported that J3<ivh'i will not allow his inime l,o he used against 
Mr. Seward. Guess Weed has slept with him. Banks don’t 
amount to much. Think he ha.s reached the (md of his rope. 
He is slippery. Mr. Truman Smith prefers you to S(',wai-d. 
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I shall try & to Conn, some evening next week. Be of 
good cheer. Let us work & wait. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours truly, 

James A. Briggs. 


From Joshua Leavitt,^ 

Thank God! ■ 

Lincoln is chosen! 

N. York, Nov. 7, 1860. 

My Dear Friend — Let me congratulate you on the 
glorious result. What a growth since 1840. William Jack- 
son, Alvan Stuart, Myron Holley, Sam. Lewis, Tom Morris, 
Birney & Bailey, were not spared to see the result. It is a 
joy to have lived to this day. Let the future meet its own 
exigencies. 

Now for the next. You will be consulted by the President 
Elect, & will be his trusted adviser. If Seward prefers the 
Sec. of State to the Senate, his age entitles him to his choice, 
though I think he had best die in harness in the Senate. 
Best for us, and best for him. If he does that, you must 
take that place in the line of safe precedents” you know — 
as witness Clay, Webster, Everett, Marcy, & Cass! But so 
duty calls. 

That settled, I hope Mr. Lincoln in making up his gov- 
ernment, will beware & not weaken his force in the two 
Houses, except for very special reasons. There are plent}’' 
of men outside of Congress, & much depends on our con- 
tinuing to bo as we are immeasurably ahead in the ability of 
our representation. 

He should not mak(^. up his cabinet of old Whigs. They 
are aina^iingly hungry for office, & naturally assume that the 
right to rule inheres in them. But the Democratic strength 
is too formida])lc yet, to allow us to give them the advan- 
tage of saying it is only a Whig victory. The permanence 
of our power depends on what we can gain, & keep from the 
ranks of the old Benton Democracy. 

I think B. Gratz Brown one of the hrst minds of the 
( 50 untry —would iill the place of Secretary of the Interior. 

rt 1794-187;}. A reformer and aiitl-Hlavcry o<Utor. At thiK Lime one of the editorial 
Htuil of The ludepeixdent. 
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It is desirable to have a ^ood proportion of young men, 
in the Cabinet & in the government — 25 to 30 & upwards is 
a good age. It is said Greeley wants to be Postmaster Gen- 
eral. He had better be Attorney General. He does not 
understand Postage, &has not the gift of government. His 
appointment to an 3 " j)lace In the caliuet will ruin the admin- 
istration. 

You will excuse troubling you with these ])rief sug- 
gestions. Let them pass for what they are worth. You 
may be assured I am content and ask nothing for self or 
others, only a wise administration, & of that 1 luive no fears 
under Old Abe. 

Yours as ever — 

Joshua Leavitt. 


Froni' Jolni G. luttier. 

Amesbuuy, J^lo IHtji) 

My dear friend: I was veiy glad to see thy name at the 
foot of thy note which reached mo , yesterday. In this hour 
of the triumph of our principles— so long delayed— I want 
to grasp the hand of every man, who has workcal cSo waitcnl, 
dared & suffered for it. I recognizee the<‘. as om^ who to use 
the words of Milton has ‘•^morc than wished the welfare of 
Liberty & having therefore a <hart(u* and freehold of rojoi(*,- 
ing to thee & thy heirs.” 

Well God has laid the great responsibility upon us I W(‘- 
must take it up & bear it. Wo need, if ever men did, tlu^, 
wisdom which is from above, pure Sc peac(^abl('.. I read 
thy Kentucky speech with great satisfaction. If stand 
steadily by the doctrines it enunciates, wo shall be sustained 
by the best hearts & minds of the South & by a unih^l North. 
I trust its author will have his plac(‘- in thc^. now cabinet. 
Thj^ counsels are needed. 

My sister desires her love to thee, & also Dr. kS. and his 
family send kindly regards. 

Ever & truh' thy fd 

John G. Whittieu. 

Did thee miss a pair of gloves at Dr. Sparhawk’s? a pair 
were left there. They were too small for the Dr. So I 
have used them in mv cami)aign (dectioning. 
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From II. B, S^tanton. 

Conjt dentuil — ctly. 

Seneca Falls, Nor. 30^ 1860. 

My dear Governor: I am obliged by yours of the 2>(F 
& the most lucid & excellent speech made by you in exposi- 
tion of republican principles in a Slave State. 

On Saturda}^ evening last, in New York city, some 30 to 
50 prominent men, chiefly free-democrats of 1848, met for 
consultation in regard to the Cabinet of Mr. Lincoln. They 
hold an adjourned meeting on Monday of this week — 
appointed a Committee of 10 to look after this matter — which 
Committee meets at Albany on Tuesda}" next. The subjects 
of the organization of our legislature, & the election of a 
IT. S. Senator, also claimed some of our attention. 

Among the prominent men present were Lieut. Gov. 
Camp])elk Dudley Field, C. A. Dana, Abijah Mann, W" 
Curtis Noyes, (Jeo. Opdyke, Barney, Senator Madden, ex 
Canal Com^’ Sherrill, Hughes, Clerk of Court of Appeals, 
Godwin, of the Post, F. A. Conkling, Congressman-ele<‘t 
from the City, Judge lI()gcl)oom, T. B. Carroll, &c. &c. 

We talked fr(^ely, very frc(dy — Your name was most cor- 
dially received, & all hoped you would bo called to the first 
place in the Cabinet, & all felt that weighty considerations 
should induce you to a(‘copt the post if oll'ered. 

I think 2 or 3 gentlemen, representing the views of these 
meetings, & this Committee of ten, will visit Mr. Lincoln 
ere long, to express to him their opinion as to whom it 
would be advisabh^ to call to his Cabinet from this State. 
Senator Trumbull & Mr. Colfax thought it would be best to 
do so, (1 saw them in N. Y. two days ago.) —These gentle- 
men will probably be s(dect(ui on Tuesday at Albany. On 
their route to Illinois, they will perhaps (‘.all upon you. 
Th(‘. nanu'.s mosti fr(‘.(iuently nnmtiormd by the sound re))uh- 
1 leans of our Stab', for a seat in the Cabimd,, are Mr. (free- 
l(\y, David Dudl(\y Ficdd, Jas. S. Wadsworth, & Curtis 
Noyes. (We utKhwstaTid & beli(we that Gov. Seward will 
not ac(‘opl as(‘atinthcCal)met, even if tendered to him.) All 
(‘,onc(ale that Mr. (•JiToh^'y would })e a most valuable (‘oun- 
sellor; but he himsedf says that he ‘•'is out of the way for 
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any such post.” Messrs Field, Noyes, & Wadsworth are 
all able men. The professional reputation of the two for- 
mer you know. The latter is not a lawyer. The old Barn- 
burners, who were in the fight of 1848, & are now sound & 
honest republicans, would doubtless i^refer either Mr. Field 
or Mr. Wadsworth. The latter would hardly allow himself 
to be urged for the Treasuiy Dept. He might take the 
Interior or the Navy. Mr. Field is competent for any post; 
but, he might be objected to for the Treasury because of 
his alleged free-trade doctrines. We don’t know of any 
other republican of democratic antecedents, of sufii<‘ient 
prominence for a post in the Cabinet, who is not 
Some, whose names might occur to you, would be wholly 
unacceptable to sound republicans. 

Of the gentlemen of Whig antecedents, Mr. Noyes would 
be acceptable to our sound men. He was a delegate to (Chi- 
cago, & voted for Gov. Seward; & he is entirely reliahle 
upon all mcifters ahmt which T way he supposed' to he luno 
thinikirg. Ho is thoroughly honest & is o])posed to illilxu'al 
dictation & all dictators in our State. — An obstacle might 
lie in the path of Mr. Field because of his ardent opposition 
to Gov. Seward at Chicago. Ho would bo entirely accH^pt- 
able to our sound republicans. So would Mr. Wadsworth. 
He wrote a letter to Chicago deprecating CK)V. S’s nomination 
in moderate terms. He is highly popular in thoStat(‘.- In 
fine, if we are to have a man of democratic antcHU'dents, 
the first choice 1 think would be Mr. Field. If he cannot 
be had, then Mr. Wadsworth. If of Whig antecH'-donts, 
then (Gov. Seward & Mr. Greeley not wishing to be con- 
sidered) I think Ml’. Noyes would be profiuTed. (}ov. 
Morgan it is understood feels it to -be his duty to serve out 
his term as Governor. This is the strong desire of (hose 
repuhlicans of whow. / arn speaking, I might enlargii. upon 
this point, but this is sufficient.— As to gentlemen out of th(‘. 
State, Mr. Colfax is the favorite of our republicans for (he 
place of P. M. General. His seku'.tion for that position 
would bo generally acceptable, & in important (piarters lu^ 
is strongly urged.— Messrs Simmons of K. I. Dayton of 
N. J. & Grow, of Pa., an*, favorably nientioned by our kind 
of people; as are Messrs. Bates, Blair, Olay, Etheridge, 
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Botts & Davis, for the South. I will write you again from 
Albany. For obvious reasons please treat this as confiden- 
tial. 

Yours ever, H. B. Stanton. 

I have condensed so much that probably I have not made 
myself fully understood on some points. 


Frani //. />. Rfaodoii. 

(bnfidential. 

Seneca Falls, Dee 7, 1^60. 

My dear (tovernor. When writing you a few days 
since, I stated that after our (‘onsultation at Albany, 1 might 
address you again. You doul)tless understand that one of 
the reasons why 1 communicate so freely with yon^ at this 
lime, al)out a N(‘w York meml)er of the C-alnnet is, that 
I hope a state of things will arise in which it will be 
according to i)rec(Hlent for the president to confer with you 
upon that general sul)je(‘4 before definitely fixing upon his 
Constitutional advisers. 

At our Albany confm-cmce at which Messrs Bryant, Abi- 
jah Mann, T. B. Carroll, Judge lIogel)oom, Dorsheimer, 
Barney, & mys(df wcu-e present, acting as a Committee, we 
somewhat freely (‘auvassed names for the Cabinet. You 
will note that all the gentlemen mentioned as being present, 
were fonmu’ly of the radical or Barn])urtier wing of the 
Democratic party; we tliink, as do our (‘onstituents (if I 
may use that phrase) that that (dement of the r(‘-publiean 
l)arty in this State ought to have a member of the Cabinet; 
& for iH'.asons which will ipadily oc(‘ur to you, the principal 
of which ar(\, that we make up a very large share of the 
party in tJiis State, & inasimudi as the president will doubt- 
l(‘ss wish to call two or more gcmtlemen to his cabinc^t of 
d(mu)cratic antc^ciuhmts we liave thought h(‘, might naturally 
look to this State for one of them. 

Who, them, shall he be? At our (^onfereium it was stated 
that Mr. David Dudley Fudd predern^d not to have', his 
name nmd for a Ca))inet i)osition, ))ecause h(', intended to 1)e 
a candidate for the U. S. Senate. This beiiig so (I only 
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assume it for the argument’s sake) then the onlj' two names 
much mentioned, of democratic antecedents, are Mr. George 
Opdjke, of New York City, & Mr. James S. Wadsworth, 
of Genesee. Mr. 0. is presented for the Treasury Depart- 
ment. I have thought two obstacles lay in his path; 1"‘ 
That the Treasury Department would be given to some 
gentleman in Pennsylvania (or, they failing to agree in that 
State, then, to some one in New Jersey as representing her 
feelings & interests) or, in New England, say in Rhode Island 
or Massachusetts. 3“ That this post would be pretty certainly 
bestowed upon a person of moderate protection (or tariff) an- 
tecedents. Mr. O. has been a free trader, & wrote a ))ook 
some years ago in faimr of that .system. J have thought 
that this might be urged as an objection to him, b}^ Jiis 
opponents. My personal acquaintance with Mr. O. is 
somewhat limited. I am writing contidentially to you — & 
it is due to the exigency to .say that di.stingui.slie,d gentle- 
men who claim to know Mr. 0. well, oxpro.ss grave, doubts 
about his capacity to grapple successfully with the, impor- 
tant financial & commercial <|ucstion.s which will arisi\ dur- 
ing the coming four years. On this point I (‘,an gi\'(‘, no 
opinion; but can .sa}' that Mr. O. is an upright, honorabh', 
worthy man. 

Of Mr. Wadsworth I have room to say but litth'. 11(> is 
one of the most reliable men in the State. He was with us 
heart & soul in the Buffalo fight of 1848. Ho is w(dl edu- 
cated, has always been accustomed to deal with large busi- 
ness matters, & is a vigorous writer. His int.egi'ity & 
courage are unquestionable & ho is one of the most inquilar 
men in New York. He would not think of going into tln^ 
Treasury department; but would be better adapted to th<‘, 
Interior or Navy. Should you be in the Cabimff, you 
would find Mr. W . a most desirable co-work('.r whom you 
could lead readily, & upon whom you could always rely. 

Business takes me to Washington next wcH'.k, wh(mc<i 1 
may write you again. 

Yours very truly jj. h. Stanton. 

My sheet being exhausted, I will , say on this slip (hat 
Lieut. Gov. Campbell (one of oiu' mo.st rdiabh', .C clear- 
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headed men) is strongly in favor of Mi*. Wadsworth being 
selected. His (Lieut. Gov, Gs) opinion is entitled to great 
weight. Mr. W's appointment would be highly loopular 
with such men as Mr. Bryant, Gov. Selden, Mr. Dorthiemeir, 
[sic] Judge Grover, & indeed, the great bod}^ of the Barn- 
burners now in the Bepublican party, who have not been 
seduced or defiled with Albany corruptions. — Mr. W., too, 
would be wholly acceptable to Mr. Greeley, while not a 
member of the party could say aught against him. Then, 
too, he is one of the most popular men, with all classes, in 
our ranks. If you were at the head of the Cabinet, you 
would find in him a warm friend, — for, 1 have, in confer- 
(Mice with him, often heard him speak of you & your general 
views & policy in the warmest terms of commendation. 

You will not understand mo as recalling anything I said 
in my last in favor of Mr. Noyes, if the person selected 
from N. Y. is to be of Whig antecedents. 


//. B. St ((lit on., 

(V)nfidential. 

Wasitinoton House, ^ymhi'n<Jion^ Jn/ih, 7, 1861 

My dear Chase: I cannot tell you how much solicitude 
I feel about tho state of things here, both in regard to meas- 
ures & men. 

And first, as to measures. The most strenuous efforts are 
}>eing made to induce Republican Senators and representa- 
tives to vote for Mr. (Irittendon's proposition. I have been 
Inu’C' only two days; but long enough to 1)0 alarmed. How- 
ever, tlu'. true men avo not idle & 1 hope for the best. 

Now, as to uum. I have no doubt that either explicitly 
or impruMlIy tlu^, State Department is at the disposal of Gov. 
Seward. I hav(‘. riHason to think that it will not be expressly 
& formally olbn^Kl, unless it is distitudly understood that 
h(‘. will accept; & that ho is now considering whether he 
will or not. -As to the Treasury Department. I have rea- 
son to Ixdieve that Mr. Gamcron has been explicitly told he 
(‘an hav(^. a pla(‘(‘, in the tJabincit, but that it is not yet deter- 
mined wln^ther to otter him th(', Treasury or the War. —The 
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strongest protests have gone from here, & from Pennsyl- 
vania, to Mr. Lincoln, against Mr. Cameron being called to 
th^ Treasury. Senators (among them Mr. Trumbull) have 
written most pointedly to that elfect. So have Representa- 
tives, & others. 

You know that Mr. Weed has been at Springfield. I can 
state positively that, in the onh^ two interviews he hold 
with Mr. Lincoln, a third person was present at the request 
of Mr. L. That third person is here, & I think I can hardly 
be mistaken in sa3dng that one of those interviews was prett}^ 
much wholly devoted to discussing the Slavery ((uestion, the 
proposed compromises, &c. and that tlie other was (l(‘voted 
to talking about men, offices, &c., but, that no particular 
men navie were distinct!}^ mentioned ))y Mr. Weed, hut 
that his line of remark drifted directly towards Seward & 
Cameron. 

My impression is, th^it our JVew Yorhfri(n\d^, with gentle- 
men in Pennsjdvania, and Senators & others here, will make 
a successful effort to prevent the Treasury Ixdng Ix'stowed 
upon Mr. Cameron. From some Senators, th(‘ prot(\st will 
be a very strong one. If this is successful, & even if the 
State Dept, goes to New York, tlu'. Treasury may placed 
in reliable hands. Could you see tlie almost universal fool- 
ing that prevails here that that department may offcrcul 
to cfe and accepted by you^ you would hesitate long Ixdore 
you refused it, should it bo tendered. It is, imdoubtedly, 
to be the most important post in the (‘oming Administra- 
tion, — opening a wide field for the display of 3^)111* (uniiumt 
abilities well-tested administrative capatdty. You s(x^ 
what the Tribune of Saturday says on that subjcxd; & wlxm 
the article on the cabinet was read, thoix^. was a gcnu'iral 
feeling & expression in regard to yourself like this, '‘(}od 
grant that that man may 1)C so!*” 

My dear friend, we must have some such men as you in 
the Administration, or all is gone. With you, & Batevs, & 
Welles, I should feel that a class of men to whom the R(‘put)- 
lican party is more indebted than to any otlnn-s, would not 
he proscribed - 

I am to bo hero (at this hotel) a couple of w(X‘ks on |)ro- 
fessional business, & would Ixh happy to hear from yon> 
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You can confer with me in the strictest confidence, if you 
desire it. 

Very faithfully yours as ever, 

H. B. Stanton. 


Fhiin F B. 

House of Reps. Jtvn. 10^ 1861. 

My Deae Goveenoe: The probability now is that Lin- 
coln’s administration is likely to esca2:)e a great calamity 
which threatened it. What I mean is, that Cameron will 
')H>t have a place in the cabinet cither ])y his declining the 
appointment, or a withdrawal of it by Lincoln. The idea 
now prevails here, upon apparently good authority, that 
j oil have been oflered the Treasury, l)ut many fears arc 
expressed that you will not accept. It is said you would 
have accepted the State. Will you permit me to say that 
in the present state of the country, and its finances, the 
country demands your services in the Treasury department, 
and to express a most (earnest hope that if the Secretary- 
ship of the Treasury has been tendered to you, you will 
accept it. You can do more good in that Department than 
in any other, and can acquire more reputation. I think I 
may safely say, I speak the sentiments of the great majority 
of our republican friends here. You would be surprised, 
as well as flattered at th<^, unanimity here on that subject. 
Your appointment would bo hailed with satisfaction and 
delight from cpiartcrs you little think of. Though you are 
ncavled in the Senate^., yet 1 tell you it is now a necessity 
that you should go into the cabinet if Lincoln has tendered 
you a pla(‘/e. There ari^ ri^asons that I cannot claboi'ate in 
a IcliUu’, as hastily written as this. But I could not resist 
the impulse to say this much, as an old friend and admirer, 
and the same that 1 have twice said to Lincoln. 

I am truly yours &c. 

K. B. WASiuumNE 

(lElilui Bonjiimln Washbunus Member of CoiisrenH, TTmtud 

HtatoH miiiiHter to r ranee, IKI)1)-1H77. 
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Private. _ ^ 

Jan. lb, 1861. 

My HEAR Chase: You have been to Springfield. What 
are you going to do— to accept the Heoretaryship of the 
treasury? I should have l)een glad to have seen you 
premier, but will consider it a gain to the party to have you 
in the Cabinet at all events. What is to become of 'OxG as 
Webster said, where am I to go! go? For twenty y('-ars 1 
have been in e,riU for principle’s sake! now when those to 
whose magnanimity I trusted niy all, have come into i)Ower, 
they propose to ignore me! such is the report! AVill L 
give me the war department or not, think you? What 


ought I to do ? 

The border states will be true to tin', Union— provided 
only the Union is true to itself! T have lier('tofore, foi'bid- 
den my friends to say anything in my behalf to L. now 
ought I to change ray policy, and ask their kind words in 
my behalf? 

In haste, your friend, C. M. Cuav. 


Froiii. F'. K 


Wasiunoton City, Jmmiry 16’67. 

Dear Sir: The present strength of the Republican party 
is not all due to the encroachments of the slave power. 

Large numbers of true men, from all parties, joined our 
standard because of the corruptions of the National admin- 
istration. 

The peimanency of our organization, and its i)owe)' for 
good and to resist slavery aggression, will dejx'nd upon tlu'. 
confidence that the people shall place in tlui honesty of its 
management of the affairs of the nation — and esp(«‘iall.\' in 
its administration of the finances. 

rtflassiUH MarcclluH (Ility, 1810- , uas iippoinfidl (itnliHl inhiiHltd' (o RiiHhUt, 

March, 1861. lie rctiirncrl from tliiH post m iHOii hut was a^fa,iu apiiointcd in ISOIJ and 
.served till IHGi), 

hPraiiois Elias Spumcr, 1802-181)0. IClectcd rcpribsi'nintivo to (long’roHs as an Anti- 
Slavery Democrat in IHM, Memlior of (lonKross, 1855-1861. Treasurer ol llu^ Ihuli^d 
States, 1861-1875, 
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Unless the incoming administration shall inaugurate a 
system of the most rigid economy and strictest honesty it 
will break down in its first 3"ear. 

Intrigues are again in progress to place a particular man 
at the head of the Treasury Department — The countiy is 
alarmed at the mere suggestion. 

Now it is believed that the President elect has offered 3^11 
the place, and that 3^11 have declined it. If this is so, let 
me beg of you for God's sake, and the countiy's, reconsider 
this, and save the part3’^ and the great cause that brought it 
into being. 

Very Respectfully and Sincerely yours 

F. E. Spinner. 

My dear Sir: Gcnl. S. has just shewn me this letter. 
I beg to add my entreaty to his that you will not decline 
this offer. 

Truly yours 0. B. Sedgwick. 


Fnmi John 

New York April 1861, 

My Dear (.hiASE, Thomomcnt hostilities shall breakout 
at the front, we will be in danger of l/h^urreetlon at Wev) 
York, 

Mayor Wood long since broached his scheme for separat- 
ing N('W York from the union & the State & making it a 
fr(^e (uty.^^ The Herald is advocating the scheme, a secret 
league in favor of it is said to number some 4000 or 5,000 
men. 

I think the Federal Gov. should at once organize a com- 
system of protection for the r'lilntreimmj <6 (Jad<oa 
Iloione <(Vi -so that no delay need occur whcti protection 
shall beeonu^v nec('-ssary. The sooner we have a proper man 
in place of Rynders the ))ettcr5 and it is I think of more 
than usual importam^o at this time that all the Federal Offi- 
cers in New York should bo men who will act harmoniously 
together. 

United StutOH imnlHtcr to Anstna-IliingHry lH()9-lH7r), 

Uhodott'H niHtory ot the Unitcal States, III, liGO. 
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The rejection of the offer for the new loan under 94 is 
regretted by many as a matter of policy. Opdike attributes 
it to the action of the President with or without the advice 
of his Cabinet. If this was the case the responsibility of it 
should be borne by them. 

Always faithfully yours John J^y. 


John A. Kennedjf to IL Barmy 

(Copy) Office of the Superintendent 

OP THE Metropolitan Police, 

413 Broome Street CVir. op Elm, 

New York ApL 16 , HSGt, 

Hon. H. Barney. 

Bear Sir— i called at your oflice today but avhh unaldc to cat^di your 
eye, and say to you the word 1 designed. 

I therefore take this mode of iiiforining you, that, among a multitude 
oiioarnings, I am constantly rec(dving, several relate to the public, ollices 
as in danger of attack. Among these the Custom House, the Sub Trc^as- 
ury and the Assay office are named. I preferred to consult with you, 
rather than with the Custodians of either of the otlu^r oflicjcs, in regard 
to the proper mode of defence in case of need. Mr. CUsco is studi a tiiui<l 
man, that I feared throwing him into spasms, <lid T mention a snspicnoii 
of safety to him. And the Assay man, I have no acujuaintancc^ with. 

I may call again in the course of tomorrow. 

Meanwhile I have taken care to increase the ])atrol for(‘e in tlu^ imnui- 
diate vicinity of these offices; and have arranged for still furtlu'.r iiicnuisi^, 
should it be needed. 

Very Truly Yours, John A. Kennedy Hup(, 


FTom> W. A- JlinmtTil} 

[By t(ao«:rai)li,J 


lUr/ro Apr JHOJ. 

Sir, Troops arc advancing* upon Baltimore en route foi* 
Washington. Its impossible for them to get through this 
city. 20000 men arc prepared to oppose tluan. Bail Road 
track & bridges burnt & torn up. If an order is not 
for them to return (said to be 900 men) they will Ix'. 

« 1811-1895. Appointed by FrosicUmt Lincoln eolleetor of tlu^ port of N'c’iw York, and 
nerved 1«()1-1804. 

1807-1871. Naval and revenue ollieer. 
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destroyed. All the troops here have been ordered out to 
meet them ten to one. The P. Allen is not in port. I am 
endeavoring to find a steam tug to take down the Bay, in 
seai’ch of her, doubtful if it can be done. I am in consulta- 
tion with Messrs Kennedy & Morrison Harris in accordance 
with your instructions. 

I have the honor to be very Respectfully 

W. A. Howard 
Ca2Jt U. S, E. 21. 


From John Jay. 

New York, April 1861. 

My dear Mr. Chase — Trusting that Washington is safe, 
we are still nervously anxious to hear from the Capitol — & 
to hear regularly; & to know that the roice of the people at 
the Forth A heard there ar it rinelE with a common derotior 
to the Govennoert. Nothing is more essential not only in a 
military view but in evciy view of at least one safe open 
route from Washington — the seat of Gov’t — to New York 
the (‘cntre of Commerce & of pa}>lic feeling — indicating by 
th(', press the daily beating of the nation’s heart — a route for 
travel for the mails & the telegraph. We trust such a route 
will soon again f>o opened — & it would seem to comport 
with the national dignity that it should lie through Balti- 
more — a matter whi(‘h it is thought the army from HaiTis- 
bingli & that from Annapolis could readily accomplish — As 
it is our Capitol is as it Avere in a foreign country, & the 
mutual (‘confidence betwcHm the government & the people 
that would be so mucih strengthened by fre(|uont communi- 
cation is very much lost. Such a route too would ensure 
abundan(*-e of provisions for our northern volunteers who it 
is rumored today are suficring from insufficient food. 

Might not two lu'avily armed cruisers in the Potomac 
constantly going up & down the riven* render impossible 
the erection of any shore battcunes & enable transports 
with provisions to run regularl^L I do not know whetlun* 
the ships that take our troops are always loaded also with 
provisions d)ut they might mth (‘^arry I hear a thousand 
barrels or moi*e without inconveni(mce. In view of the 
warm weather & of tlu^. character of the volunteers, vegeta- 
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bles & fresh meats occasionally are probably important to 
their health. Apples are easily procured & preserved meats 
& soups, in case of sickness. ^ 

The multiplicity of detail now pressing- upon the Cabinet 
induces me to suggest the expediency of their inviting the 
advice of practical commercial men as to the best uieatis of 
carrying out the policy they decide upon. Capt. Chas. 11. 
Marshall, Robert B. Min turn of N. Y. Scott V. T. of Ihe, 
Penn. R. R. at Philadelphia arc men of this class. ^ j^kI 
Alex. Campbell of the lirm of Ward bhimpboll & Co. is I 
hear a man of such singularly sound judgment that tin'. 
N. Y. banks make him their conlidential advisor. 

E. S. San dford President of the American Teleg. Co. & 
of Adams Expi-ess is said to he the most etlectivc'. (‘xecutive 
officer in the U. S. having some 7,000 agents under him in 
all parts of the country, & that he would faithfully aecoin- 
plish whatever lie undertook. 

I presume any of the«e g-cntleiuon would readily atU^nd 
the Gov. if their presence was desired. I dont know al)‘'. 
Sandford except as a iiiattor ol: laisiness. 

The threatening European war i!i tli(‘ opinion of thought- 
ful men is likeW to complicate soon our position unless ilu^ 
reduction of the rebellion is rapidly pushed: N<dtlu‘i 
France nor England will like the market for silk & (‘-otton 
interfered with: & if France wants a pret(‘-xt it is at Inind 
in the pretence that the South is a rfc /(rr/o (Government or 
that the blockade is ineffective. With a North so unitc^xlso 
liberal — so enthusiastic & earnest the sooner the matten* is 
settled if the most energetic measures can settle it tln^ l>(^dt<‘r. 

Barney &> Murray arc proving thems<dv(‘s most <\ilici(mt 
officers. The spirit of the people is that of ’70 & makers us 
all proud of our countrymen. 

The love of the union is begetting an attachment lor tlu‘ 
administration & an intelligent appreciation of their (dlorls 
to preserve it. 

God bless you. 

Always faithfully youi’S doiiN Jay. 

The conviction is deep that without an open route Wash- 
ington will be sometime lost. 

Opclik(^ says wo must pass either t/uuxujh Baltimore or 
over it. 
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Froia WilUcun D. KelleyJ^ 

Philad' Ayj 1861 . 

Deak sir: Tlie enclosed article discloses a scheme which 
Hon C. J. Ingersoll et id omue hoped to divide the now 
unanimous north. I know the fact that the administration 
would have been requested b}^ the five ex presidents to grant 
an armistice but for the hesitancy of Mr. Van Buren — who 
declined to unite until he should be assured that the admin- 
istration desired to be approached in that way. As this was 
just what the originators of the scheme did not want it may 
have fallen through. 

Yours Very truly Wm D. Kelley. 


Frc/iih JolniHonl^ 

Fee DERICK 8 May ^61 

My dear Gov^ On getting to Baltimore on Monday, I 
r(H*/* your private note of the 4*’' 

In the present condition of Balt. & tlie state, the Gov"' 
thinks & I concur with liim, that more than one compy 
of U. S. soldiers in the cit}^, would lie more mischievous, 
tlian otherwise. 

Indeed ho docs not believe, nor do I, that it is necessary 
to the protection of the Gov* propin-ty, or the assertion of 
any of its rights, to have any such force there, & I should 
advise ag* it. If the troops pass thro’ the city without 
rosistancjc, as it is thought tlicy will, it will fhej evident, 
that no such force would be re(}uirod. 

I am glad to tell you that the Union sentiment gets 
stronger and stronger. The Legislature will no dc)ul)t 
adjourn this week, without doing any thing to affect our 
(condition. The safety bill, is d(^ad past all hope. The 
(^fiort of the conspirators to make our’s the field of battle & 
not their own, will signally fail. 

I shall be in Wash’ti next month. 

Voiy respt. liEVEEPY Johnson 

rt william Darrali Mlay, M{aialHH* oC (Jongrras Iron) IViit inyl van ia 18(51- 

IHOC). 

^^1700-187(5. Honator from MarylaiKl 1845-1840; AtU)riu\v-OciU‘ral of tlio TTnltcd 
RtjilCH 1849-50; Senator again 18(58-18(58; tainlHter to Kiiglaml 18(58-00. 

H. Doc. 401, pt a 
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Tho’ marked private you can of coarse show this to the 
president. The envelope (the only one I can obtain) will 
show the Union feeling. 


From, GraTvett Davis.^ 

Washingtok City AucG^ 186 J 
De. Sir 1 am consious of having annoyed you a good 
deal, but I am more conscious of not having done so for 
honor, or profit, or place, but from an earnest desire to 
attempt to render some little service to my government, t'o 
my native state, and to my country, in their great need. I 
am 59 yeai'S of age — I have children & grand children, and 
the great boon which I ask of my Maker is to see this groat 
rebellion put down, the political heresies that brought it on, 
conquered & blotted out forever, the seceded States brought 
l)ack into the union, and the constitution & laws of Congress 
in full, vigorous & healthy operation from the capitol to 
the uttermost border of the United Statevs. 

Tf in the future battles, our arni}^ is \uctorious, we will 
have turbulence in Ky., but no convulsion. If our arms 
meet with serious reverse, we shall be threateneil with vio- 
lence & intestine war; and the union men of Tvy. ought to 
have the best possible preparation for that issue. 

If every union man in the Shfto had a good gun, I should 
fear no result, and the pressing need is to ai‘m as many and 
as fast as possi})le — it heing jndicionsly done. The arms 
intended for East Tennessee, now in Cincinnati or Ky. 
ought, as soon as possible, to be put into the hands of 
unconditional, I would say extreme union men in om* Stat(\ 
to be organized into companies irponth<u^,xpr(‘ssnnd(n*starKl- 
ing, that they were to hold thcm8elv(>,s in rc^adiiuvss to Ik^ 
mustered into the scu’vice of the U. S. & to go upon any 
service. T know I could eflect such an organization <<> th(^ 
extent of 15000 additional men io now (nirolh'd, with- 
out serious obstacle. 

In three elections, rapidly suc(‘-ceding caeJi oth(‘T Ky., lias 
(ieelared against secession and for the Union. Tlu) unioTi 

«180t-l872. Senator Xrojn Kentucky, J8<U-1H72. 
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men are determined that this protracted conflict shall cease, 
& the secessionists are equally determined it shall not; and 
the only way it can terminate without bloodshed is, for the 
Union men to have an overwhelming military organization, 
that will inform the secessionists, that if they rise with force 
of arms they are to be annihilated. Should this organiza- 
tion be promptly & considerably extended it would have a 
wholesome influence upon our Legislature. Lieut. lSrelson'’s 
enrolment & encampment might have been more judiciously 
managed. But there must be no square backing down from 
his movement. It would have a most discouraging & de- 
moralizing effect with the Union party of the State. To 
prevent it from alarming & to some considerable extent, 
disaffecting the peace loving & timid union men of the State, 
for the present, it must be modifled & be made to assume 
the name of an organization & encampment to give peace 
security and i)r()tection to Ky. and all her people & for no 
other purpose. On this form, & for this ostensible pur- 
pose, tin', union men would approve and sustain it, before it 
was sanctioned directly or inferentially by the Legislature. 

When the Legislature meets, it will, & especially if sus- 
taimvl l)y a strong military organization of the union men, 
assume & pay the State’s portion of the direct taxes, pass a 
law to punish treason, to punish the enlistment of men in 
the State for any servic‘e })ut that of the State or the IT. S. ; 
and pass resolutions assorting the power & right of the 
IT. H. government to march troops across, or station them 
in any State; & also the power & the duty of the general 
(Jovernment to protect every State, & every loyal citizen 
thereof, against invasion, i*(d>ellion, or insun*oction. I 
b(dicv('. all these', measures will 1)0 promptly passed by our 
Sttit(^ Legislature. I know that I (san contribute some moral 
force to the suc.(*.ess of these measures, & T also know that 
that moral force would be materially increased wore I clothed 
by the administration with the authority of which wo con- 
versed last evening. But I do not solicit that authority, & 
I only deedared my willingness to take it because, I believe, 
1 could use it both dis(Teetly & with good results to my State 
& my country. If the administration thinks differently bo 
it so. I shall go homo firmly resolved, as best I can, to do 
my duty to both. 
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This may he the last time I shall ever address j’ou, & I 
ask leave to say to you, that I, & the people of my State, 
felt more repugnance to your appointment than to that of 
any other head of a department: and I further say, with 
equal candor & truth, that I now put more trust & hope in 
you than the whole administration besides. It seems to me 
that the Government is not yet fully alive to the greatness 
& urge: cy of the dangers which beset it; and that unless it 
makes prompt, vigorous & much greater preparations, it 
will never subdue this horrible rebellion; & if such should 
be the issue, 1 wish the true union men of Ky. to be fully 
armed, so that they may be able to hold the State to her old 
anchorage in despite of every storm. 

1 have never known a more united call of the union men, 
without regal’d to former parties, than for Holt to till the 
war department. His appointment alone would change the 
relative force of the belligerents 20 pr. cent. 

Yr. obt. servt 


Gaekett Davis. 


From B. Biosh Plwjihi."' 

Private. 

PiiiLAn", Aag '39 1 67 

Mr DEAR Mr. Chase. I place this letter under heads, for 
ease of consideration. 

ST. LOUIS. 

To day, Mr. Stokes, of Fredick, Stokes & Co. our strong- 
est Domestic Commission House, and staunchly Republican, 
begged me to say to you, that Mr. Crow of St. Louis, of 
Crow, McCreary & Co. the best ‘ House’ thru and strongly 
union, was very anxious to convoy to you, the necc'ssity of 
money for Missouri, forthwith. 

Mr. Crow, whom I know, & with whom I have just had a 
talk, says, that the prompt payment of di'bts there, will Ix^ 
better than bayonets, for every man who suppli('S Govt 
with a mule or horse or other supply, will )>(» made loyal by 
the money. 

nBonjamln RnaU Phimly, lKlfi-ias7. Anli-Slnvory w<)rk(‘r, iit IIiIh linio kciio'iU hii- 
praiaor in the custoin-houao at X’hiladelphia. 
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Mr. Crow thinks it, the real pivot of the war in Mo. at 
this moment. 

The re])els otfei* their scrip & if we pa}" cash or demand 
notes, we will diminish their force and increase our own. 

Mr. Bates or Mr. Blair will tell you who and what, Mr. 
Crow is. 

He thinks that the first million of your demand notes may 
(inh)i the specie hut, if 3"ou will authorize drafts on New 
York, no shipment of coin to St. Louis will be needed, and 
di recti}", no demand will be made. 

He adds, that three or four millions of the notes will come 
East, at once, to pay debts, & so revive trade &c. &c. 

lie urges large payments there, for these reasons. 

* -!1- -X- -X- * 


LEAVE OE ABSENCES. 

1 have had many urgent calls from St. Louis to come and 
help th(‘, W estern Dpt where they are staggering under an 
avalanche of work. 

I have said, that having your ‘leave’ I shall set out from 
her(‘. on Tliursday n(‘.xt, & reach St. Louis on Saturday 

I shall make this trip merely incidental, & only stay so 
long, as I may be indispensible. My power of work is great 
in c(M'tain directions, which Davis knows, & they theirs [Sic] 
(Da\'iH & Fremont) arc exhausted. 

I shall resume my duties here, whenever they arise. The 
< Jen' app. olIic,e is no sinecure, when there is business. There 
some sharp abuses; one, in California, that you will, 
l)roba))ly think best to send mo to investigate & abate, here- 
afUn-. 

It is toy conviction that you had better as “ Secret 

Ag(niC'’ to St. Louis, rather than have me go, at the call of 
tlu'^ (huuM'al; and direct me to look after disbursements, 
purchases &c, so fur as your I)p^’ (‘-an. My reasons for this 
suggestion I (auuiot trust to paper but they are weighty. 

I should rond(ir the war service all the same, and, I bhml% 
save millions. 

This much, I may say ‘if T <M)%ld t(dl you what I hww^ 
not what I imagiiu^, about this contract & supply practice 
you would do as I do, debi)air, not only of the Government 
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but of human natui’e. X cannot turn ^ Informer ’ but I could 
be a sentinel. 

I had, yesterday, a letter from K. G. Hazard, who says, 
that the impression your visit made, on the money As polit- 
ical circles of N. Y. & New Engdand was very great 
indeed. 

Sam. Ward, the Ag"' of Barings, said to Hazard that 3'our 
personal presence and character and the confidence, they have 
in you, carried all the measures. 

Mr. Crow, said to Mr. Stokes that the weight of the war 
rested on you, and you were e(iual to it. 

The same feeling is strong here and giwvng. 

1 mention those things, as refroshnu'nts for weai’y lunirs. 

* -X- -X- “Si* * 

Ever truly Tour friend 

B. Ruhii PruiMr.Y. 


From Oitrrett /)(wh\ 

Frakkk)kt Asy>7 

Dk. Sir, The proclamation of (ir(m^ KriMUoiit'^ riMicluMl 
here yesterday, & is most inopportune for the Union parly, 
I reached here Sunday inornin^^. We had for Ho^n<^ days 
before been, with the IcMidinjif menihers of the h^^islatun^ 
<fe other prominent union men of the Static, arrang'in^^^ t>iir 
movemer.ts and measures of the sewion; and had about 
completed them, when the proclamation fell amoii^st us 
with pretty much the effect of a bombshell. Tlu^ nlavcu’y 
feature of the proclamation is greatly obputttul to hy oui’ 
friends, and has greatly disconcerted, & I fear has H<‘att(U’ed 
us. We should have passed all our measures hut for it, 
now I have serious doubts if wo pass any of tlumi. TIhuh^ 
is a very general, almost a xniiversal feeling in this Staic'i 
against this war being or becoming a war against slavcuy. 
The position of the secessionists in this States has Ixum all 
the time, that it is, and this proclamation gives them the 
means of further & greatly pushing that deex^ption. I do 

a On August 30 General Frtomt issued a proelamation from liln head<iuart<^r« In 
St. Louis declaring the couflscailon of tlu^ propc^rty “of all porMonn lu tho StJitoof 
Missouri who shall take up anna against the United Slates" uud the )Ib(*raUou of 
thoir slaves. Cf. Rhodes, History of tho ITuited States, III. '170 /f. 
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not care about it niyself except as it may be used to pervert 
public opinion & disturb the councils of union. It has 
caused me despondency for the first time for Ky. I wish 
it had not been made until this Legislature had done its 
business and adjourned. 

I know that the general principle of the martial law is, 
that rebels forfeit all their estate & property, and that 
slaves form no exception. But many able men believe that 
this principle is so far modified b}' the constitution as to 
have no effect for a longer time than the life of the rebel. 
The martial law forfeits as well the life of all rebels, but it 
is not possible to execute this principle in all & every case. 
To a large extent not only policy, but neces.sity requires 
the api)lication of the rule to be omitted. Would not the 
same considerations of policy at least require a relaxation of 
the forfcitur('. as to slaves? 

You will pardon me for a simple suggestion. Thousands 
& tons of thousands had no knowledge, not even suspicion 
that they would incair a forfeiture of their property bj' 
arraying themsclv^cs against the Grovei'nmcnt. Ought not 
the administration to issue a proclamation setting forth 
tlu'.se principles & conso(piencos & give all people opportu- 
nity to return to their duty & .save themselves. 

Yr obt Ser‘ 

(tareett Davis. 


.Fmiii Uondly.’'’ 

Cincinnati, Sept. 18, 1861. 

My DKAR Silt, My friend Charles D. Drake* of St. Louis 
desires the post of Cloinniissioner of taxes undei thel^w,p^ 
tlie last session. Without having one seiitimcnti)»<-«roK vir- 
in politics or r('.ligi(>n, Mr. I )rako & 1 hamii^'l’dh ave een 

(i.ryraii’H. I “*■ 

l,„l» 1.0 ,my K«t llio ix»t. to torn. 

herctotore his most active ene- 
. these ho is friendless & powerless. He can- 
■hot recruit a man, for his Regiment. 
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Tt iri perhaps idle to hope for his appointment, for Mr. 
D. has been a leader of the Douglas Democracy in Missouri, 
and personal!}" (1 believe) hostile to the Blairs, but the man 
is so fit, and my regard for him so great that I vent.ure to 
say what I do. 

Our j^eople are in a state of great consternation and wratli 
on account of the quarrel between Fremont and the Admin- 
istration, public opinion being entirely with Gen. Frcnnont, 
When men of the stamp of Judge Johnson and N. W. 
Thomas are openly denouncing Mr. Lincoln on the streets 
as an enemy of the country, you may judge how liadi(‘.al 
Republicans feel. Day told me this morning he should go 
to St. Louis to urge Fremont not to resign, l)ut to set the 


Administration at defiance. 

Seriously, no word describes popular sentiment but 
^'fury.’’’ I have heard men of sense, such as ar(i (‘.ailed 
Conservative, advocate the wildest st(q)s, su(‘h as the 
impeachment of Mr. Lincoln, the formation of a party to 
carry on the war irrespective of the PT'esid<mt & under Fr(‘,- 
mont, &c, &c. 

For myself, I must say that if the letters of Mr. Lin(‘X)ln 
to Magoffin and Fremont are any fair indi(‘ation of his 
character & policy, I pray (J-od to forgive my vote for him. 
Loyal men are giving their lives and nuMins lik(‘ wahu* to no 
end, if the imbecility of Buchanards Administration is to l)e 
surpassed thus. 

I cannot, cannot think that your wise luMid & tru(‘. Anti 
Slavery heart have consented to this abasemumt of tin's nnuu 
hood honor of our nation. L(‘t Mr. Litu*<)In, whil(‘ he is 
conciliating the contemptible State of K(mtu(d<y, a Stub' 
which ought to have beem (‘.oer(‘-(nl long ago, ixMir in mind 
^ ' the Free Stahls may want a litth^ (‘conciliation, that tiny 
now at . their substan(*e to se(‘ure the nigg(‘rs of 
IS a very g( nelV-j. iT-dhamlcd war, wherein tin's Ham(‘. 

^ams IS wax )cmg», lives, d(mH not stop to s(n‘.urt‘c 

The position ot the secession ^ 

the time, that it is, and this proow^.^^ ^ . 

means of further & greatly pushing that cieca’^iV' 'bd(w 


a On August 30 Gcnortil Fr^^rnont issiu'd a proclamation from hlH bcadiinartcrH tt 
St. Louis declaring tho oomflscation of tlic property “of all persouH in tho State of 
Missouri who shall take up arms against the Unltc<l States” an<l the Uheratlou of 
their slaves. Of. Khodcs, History of tho XTnitod HUtes, ill. '170 if. 
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What I said to him I still think, viz^ that thoagh a post in 
the Cabinet is perf ectl}" destructive to all hope of the Presi- 
dency, it ivS still the post of duty & honor to you, in which 
you have already gained great fame, and unless the public 
connect you with some such step as this modification of the 
Fremont proclamation, will gain jmii still more. From the 
consequences of the blunders and imbecility of others your 
splendid success in the Treasury Department has so far 
saved jmur fame. God grant it may not be touched by this 
last great disaster. 

Your ‘‘severe friend’’ again, 

Geo. Hoadly. 


From 7?. a, PJwnley, 

Head Quakteks, Western Department, 

St. Louin Mo Ooto 9^^^ 1 61 

Mr DEAR Sir Hearing that you were absent in New York, 
I have not written; indeed! the vapid course of events, here, 
makes them old, unless they are recorded, daily & it was 
useless to (‘ommit you to rereading what the Telegraph had 
announcoxl. 

I despatched to you the day of Fremont’s rumored removah 
for ill thirty years of participation in popular commotions, 
T have nevcu’ sc^-cn such desparate & deadly feeling as then 
existed. 

The ‘ Head Quarters’ were thronged with committees of 
inquiry & opposition, to his removal; great numbers of 
officers were preparing to resign; companies threw down 
their arms, or dashed tlicm to peices. Mass meetings were 
extemporized and a general revolt seemed inevitable. 

Had the r(‘port hexm true, the army would have been vir- 
tually dishanhal. I am sure that Col Blair would have been 
kilkxl in the street, I think that will be the end of him, 
sooner or later-- so fi^arfiil is the hostility to him. 

A few ])owerful and active men sustain him, and what is 
singular, they have been heretofore his most active ene- 
mies, — beyond these ho is friendless & powerless. He can- 
not recruit a man, for his Uegiment. 
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Since the publication of his charges against Tremont, the 
sentiment has strengthened against Blair, because some of 
the charges are the ‘eating his own words’ & others are 
flatly false. 

I have taken them, one by one, and have sifted them with- 
out regard to Fremont or Blair. My dear friend, they are, 
some of them, un mixed lies. 

I was, myself, the usher of several of the very men, who, 
it is said were excluded. 

The charge of a Contract forbnules to L. Haskill is with- 
out truth, but on the contrary a friend of Blairs, urg(Ki by 
him, is the largest buyer of horses, and he supplied sucli 
miserable stock, that the General was compelled to issue an 
order, that no more ‘Missouri horses’ should l)e Ixnight. 

It is so, all through. When I see you, 1 will give you 
facts & figures that are startling. 

The charge made by Ex Mayor Filley, who is an honest 
man, but pig-headed, against Fox for various overcharge's 
was made to involve Fremont, when this sanu'. Fox is a 
friend of Blairs, who got him the very (‘ontimds, on which, 
it is said, he cheats. 

I have gathered and arranged facts and dates, not for 
‘defence’ but for history, which 1 will submit to you, in 
person, in a few days. 

Very truly B. Rirsir PuiMr.EY. 

P. S. I shall be able, T hope to state to you, the mil 
money need of this Dpt, Mr. Gurley’s demand is foolish. 

I would not go with him to Washington for he has no dis- 
cretion, besides, ho is meanly hostile to you. 


Ftoih> Fj. B. 

Caiko, luaKOis Oot ///, AS*67, 
Dear Gov. Just before leavitig St. Louis y(vsi(U‘day, I' 
received your dcspat(‘b in regard to tln^ paynumt of' thc^ 
claim of Kruse, Drexel & Schmidt which was unswenxl by 
Judge Holman and myself. W(‘. thought it would b(^ well 
for you to examine the testimony our (‘oniniittee has talam 
on the subject before you should make the ptiyment. That 
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the whole thing is a swindle on the Government, not only 
to the extent of the original price of the arms, but the ex- 
tent of the amount paid for altering a portion of them, I 
have no doubt. Yet you may feel constrained to pay for 
them, but there can be no great hardship to the sellers in a 
little delay. The guns cost them |2.50 each and the gov’t, 
is to pay $6.50 each. 

1 was on the point of writing you from St. Louis several 
times, but the situation of things there was so terrible and 
the frauds so shocking, I did not know where to begin or 
where to end; and then again it appeared that everything 
communicated by our best men there in regard to Fremont 
and the condition of matters in the city and State, was 
utterly disregarded. Our committee labored for two weeks 
and our disclosures will astound the world and disgrace us 
as a nation. Such robbery, fraud, extravagance, peculation, 
as have been developed in Fremont’s Department can hardly 
1)0 conceived of. There has been an organized system of 
pillage, right under the eye of Fremont. Governor Chase: 
what, docs the administration mean by permitting this state 
of things to exist in the Western Department? It cannot 
be ignorant of what the situation of matters is. I fear 
things have run on so far, there is no remedy, and that all 
has gone. Fremont has really set up an authority over the 
Govt, and bids defiance to its commands. McKinstry, 
who directs and controls him, is not only a robber but a 
traitor. The Govt, in failing to strike at Fremont and his 
horde of pirates, acknowledges itself a failure. The credit 
of the govt, is ruined. Everybody knows there has been 
siKjh an extent of swindling, that payment ought not to be 
made, and people arc now afraid to trust anybody who acts 
for the government. I am utterly discouraged and dis- 
heartened. A people so venal, so corrupt and so dishonest 
and unpatriotic are not deserving of free govt. 

Fremont is chasing a phantom— he will never catch Price. 
Nearly his whole force will have to return to St. Louis. It 
should be here today, ready to go down the river. We pro- 
pose to make some examinations here. Genl. Grant, who 
is in command of this whole section, is one of the best offi- 
cers in the army, and is doing wonders in bringing order 
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out of chaos. He is as incorruptible as he is brave. Genl. 
McClernand, in command of this particular post is doing 
admirably. But they complain they have no money, and 
are greatly deficient in arms. But emough — '^jani vlwudlte 
ifivos.’’’ My paper is out. 

Truly 3 ^ours, E. B. Wasiiiutene 


FtoW' Rklknvd 

(UZETTK OfFTOE 
ObhvnuKiil Ac/’. 7^^^ JSO L 

Dear Sir: Is it known to the Administration that tlu^ 
West is threatened with a revolution'^ Could you havi' 
been among the people yesterday, and witiusss(‘d (vvctile- 
ment; could you have seen sober citi;cens pulling from thdr 
walls and trampling under foot the ])ortrait of tlu^ Pnvsichmt; 
and could you hear to-day the expressions oT all (‘.lass(‘s of 
men — of all political parties, you would, 1 think f('(d as I 
feel, and as every sinc<n‘e friend of tla^ (}ov(u*nni(mt must 
feel — alarmed. What ineaiudh tliis biiriiing of ilu^ Ihvssi- 
dentin effigy, by citizens who have hith(u-to sin(‘-(\r(dy and 
enthusiastically supported the war What im^aiudJi tlu'st^ 
boisterous outbursts of indignation; and tlK\s(‘, low mutt(M‘- 
ings favorable to a Western CoufiHhn-acy that w(‘ lu^jir'^ 
Why this sudden check to enlistments'!! Why this I'tyndion 
of Treasury Notes by (xcrman citizens 2 Wliy is it that on 
the 6th of November 1861 not one dollar was su))s(‘rib(Hl 
here to the National loan'^ Why is it that it would not b(' 
safe to go into placets where the G<u*mans resort and ])ub- 
licly express an opinion favorable to ilu^ Br(\sid(mt'!! Why 
this sudden, this extraordinary, this startling chang<H in 
public sentiment, on Viiange, in the stre<‘t, in tlu^ l)anking 
house, in the palace and the cottage, in (‘.ountry and eity '^ 
Is it not time for the Pre-sident to stop and eonsid('r, 
whether, as this is a government of the ]HH)pl(‘,, it is not 
unsafe to disregard and ovuu'ride public sentinumt, as lias 
been done in the case of (Jend Enmiont'!! The public eon- 

<t a^2a-lH98, At thin tiiuo owiior and <uliU>r of the (iinoinnatl (JasioUc. 



LETTERS TO SALMON P. CHASE. 


509 


sider that Froinont has been made a martyr of. The publi- 
cation of Thomas’ report is universally regarded as not only 
unjust, but absolutely disgraceful; and this more than any 
thing else is the cause of the existing excitement. Had the 
President removed Fremont before he took the held, and 
without undertaking to make a case against him, in advance 
of a trial, ho would have been sustained. But the measures 
that preceded the removal and the time selected for execut- 
ing the order were most unfortunate. The fruit of this 
action is now ripening in every house and shop — wherever 
men live or congregate, thi-oughout the West; and if our 
army should now be defeated by Price, or should there 
be another “Bull” disaster at the East, the most disastrous 
consc(|uences are to be apprehended. These are the facts; 
and 1 have deemed it my duty to lay them privately before 
you. 

Wc are threatened with a revolution in the North. The 
lire may scunn but a spark now; but the coal is there, and if 
it once gets into a blaze, wo may well tremble for our 
c,()untr 3 '. d’he people are getting tired of inaction. Fre- 
mont has been active. Hence his great popularity. The 
war must be prosecuted vigorously. Otherwise it will not 
be sustained b}' the people. Delay is losing the opportunitj^ 
for breaking the back of the rebellion in Tennessee. Dash 
and vigor rather than groat preparation are what is needed 
most. Fremont had the dash. He was going ahead. He 
was sa(n'ilie('d upon the altiir of “great preparations.” So 
th('. people think. Conso([uently he is now, so far as the 
West is concxirned, the most popular man in the country. 
H('i is to tlu', W('st what Napoleon was to France; while the 
Pr(‘.sident has lost the contidenco of the people. This state 
of things is to Ins deplored. It is distressing. That this 
t,('.n(l(inc.y toward anarchy may be chocked, is the object of 
this letter, which is intended only for your own information. 

Your obt. servant 


Rich’d Smith. 
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J ^/' ODI . John <!. Xhro / iri /." 

N/vsiivim-k, Tknn. A /> n // tm " i . 

Dkau Sm; I arrived le're ui},dil; In't’orc la.st, and y(',,sl.(',r- 
day morning comimuiicat^'d your instructions to Mi-. Allan 
A. Hall, who concurnal wiili lilt' other oflieers in ajiiirov- 
ing the change iinule to (’aciliiaie comiueree. 

Mr. Hall informs me that, aeeoriling to information so far 
received, there are some eig-ht or ten thousand hal(«s of cot- 
ton, and some twenty or tliirty thousand hogsheads of 
tohaeeo within the region of which this is the eoiumereial 
centre, and which he hopes will hefore a great while (ind 
their way to northt'rn markets. 

This city has thus far been very tpiiet. under the i'nion 
occupation. The see.ession sentiment is still .strongly pre- 
dominant, and nuuiirests itself eonlimially in taunts and 
insults to federal soldiers and ofliidals. The I'nion men are 
yet too much intimidated to speak out ami net. They still 
fear and the rehels still liotH* tlmt our army will have re- 
verses and that the confederate troops will return and oeeupy 
and control not only this city, hut the State. On the con- 
trary, there apiiears to Im (piite a deeiiled hupreMsioii, tlmt 
if WO win another iuntortanf. battle in the neighhorhood of 
Corinth or Decatur, uetive .senwiimism in Temie.ssee will 
wilt and die out. I am quite .saiistied from m.v ownoliser- 
vation that if our forces mm>t imd vanquish the present 
rebel armies, Toum'SHoe will return to and remain in the 
Union without further struggle. 

I return to Louisville, hmmrroa and go at once fmm 
there to Cairo and Ht. I/mls. 

Your oht servt. ,Im». <«. Nu-ot.Ai 


From (tumjo llann'j't,'' 

Nnwiintr H. I. , 1 m/iwf VL' 
Mr oKAK Mr. Chask: I retuni the intfre-,th>g A aide 
paper which you were so goial as 1«» allow mo to roud. I 
think you were unquwtiowihly right, in (nlvising the I’rosL 

ajotaGoontomooiiLy, wiswskh. Aswwabti. «-r-M«rk ..f r(.-.inM.i i.in 

coin, IfMll-im 
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dent to give up Slidell & Mason; & the reason which 
you assign for your opinion, is conclusive. I am even in- 
clined to believe that their character as envoys did not ac- 
cording to the true law of nations, expose the Trent to 
capture. 

Whetlier different opinions might not be justified by Brit- 
ish precedents, is a veiy different matter; I should have 
been ready to see our government asserting the validity of 
those precedents. 

I am ever my dear Mr. Chase very truly your friend 

Geo. Bancroet. 

P. S. You have the credit, & I hope & believe de- 
servedly, of seeing the true nature of this rebellion which 
is burdening tlio free industry of the country with a cloud 
of debt. The South is bent on a revolution; in revolutions, 
half-way measures always fail. The only way to raise a 
party foi* you in Virginia is by the abolition of slavery. 
The finest portion of our country deserves to produce some 
l)ett(M‘ staple than slaves. Tell the President to break up 
the Virginia trade in slaves by the only measure which can 
at orm^ crush the traffic & the rebellion. If your admin- 
istration makes peace, leaving slavery & the domestic 
slave-trade existing in Virginia, what will the world, 
what will the next generation say of you? The boldest 
measures arc the safest; the way & the only way to pre- 
serve the luiion is by abolishing slavery. Look at the im- 
))icility of your pro-slavery McClellan; look atyour sham[?] 
l)a<‘ification in the Eastei*n shore of Virginia. Would to 
God, we could sec disinterested patriotism, a strong will, 
& a clear perception of the character of this struggle 
united. The (constitution has for its primal object the main- 
tenance of the Union; it is entrusted, the government, with 
all powers to enact laws necessary & proper for the carrying 
into ex(Hution the powers vested in the government; & as 
the termination of slavery is proper & necessary to that end, 
Congress & the Pi‘Csidont, in this extreme case of its own 
life or death, the life or d(iath of the constitution, should 
adopt (& has not Congress substantially adopted) the meas- 
ure of doing away with the institution, which, as long as it 
continues, renders a restoration of the Union impossible. 
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Slavery ought forthwith to be put an end to in Virginia, 
forever; and avowedly & openly on the ground that tio only 
can regenerated Virginia be reconciled to the union. 


From Henry Ward Beecher^^ 

Brookt.yn Monday Ded\ 63 

My deae Mr. Chase — Your letter of Dec. 26 has just 
reached me. I mean to be in Washington again. But, I 
do not yet see the time. It may slip entirely. But it will 
not alter the fact of my desire & intention. You speak of 
Gov. Sprague and his wife, whom I should be greatly 
pleased to meet, & just now, I am in a very amiable mood, 
my own son, Harry, a lieutenant in the artillery, regulars, 
having brought to my house a charming wife, & they 
together are ruling both father and mother, & having every- 
thing their own way. 

I agree with the view which you cxpr(^ss of the Bresi- 
dents Message & Proclamation. His mind works in tlu^, 
right directions^ but seldom works clearly & cdoanly. His 
bread is of unbolted flour, & much straw, too, mixes in tlu^. 
bran, & sometimes gravel stones. Yet, on the whole tlu^ 
loaf will sustain life, tho’ it makes eating a dillicuilty, rather 
than a pleasure. But will not the Legislation of Congress, 
be of a kind to make up, in >somo degree? T have been 
inclined to hope that wo could got from Congress what W(^, 
lack in the President. 

I do not think that Mr. Phillips harm -oiv^/^/harm, 
even with those who are most under his inllucnc(',. Ccirtainly 
he cannot shako the conviction of the great mass of irilelli- 
gent men that you have been soundly, (‘ousistently & 
wisely faithful to the doctrines of liberty, thro’ goockrc^poid 
& evil, in oflSce & out of it. But, I confosvS, that I have a 
sort of pleasure in having lived to see a day wlum the way 
to diminish a man’s influence is to charge him with not having 
been enough a hater of slavery I During all my life time till 
now, any suspicion of a love for liberty has boon fate! to 
political aspirations. I do not know that I numtioned to 


« 1813-1887. 
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you, when I was in Washington, the very great esteem 
which I found for you in Gt. Britain. All were not agreed 
as to the soundness of the financial policy of the adminis- 
tration, ultimately — but all were united in praising the great 
skill and administrative ability which had been shown. 

I wish you, and all 3 ^ 111 * famity the best wishes of the 
Holida 3 ^s — a merry Christmas & a Happy New Year. 

1 am veiy truty 3 ^ours, 

H. W. Beecher. 


From Daniel AmonenJ^ 

^‘Mohican’’ off Fort Fisher N. C. 

Jan?y '^66. 

My dear Chief flusTiCK: Three weeks only have passed 
since our former attempt, and although they were then com- 
pai'ativcly weak in men and in various other points wo now 
hold Fort Fisher. 

It is a most formidable sand fort which re(‘eived a fearful 
bombardment and was then taken b}’^ assault b}^ the army 
with great gallantry, the Naval assaults having been swept 
by heavy artillery and repulsed with loss. 

In the Fort to-day 1 saw a soldier picking up some rebel 
dirty clothing & advised him to let it alone as he would get 
louz 3 ^ A wounded rebel sitting near immediatel}^ spoke up 
and said he was not one half as louzy as our Gend Butler 
and th(m went on to say that he himself had not changed or 
taken off his clothing since tln^. of December. Pardon 
my introdiudion of so coarse a subject, but I did so to show 
how thoroughly lie had the hati*ed of tlu', people of theSouth. 
I do not think any military al)ility that lui has shown will 
ex)mpensate for the Phrenzy with which h(^ inspires them. 

The w'ork that (hm’l Butler pronounced as “ substantially 
uninjured” had few guns that were not dismounted or in 
jur<Kl and those that, were sound the rebels dared not man 
so fearfully destru<‘tiv(^ was our tire. They have shown 
great a<*.tivity in th<^, past three weeks, diHa})led guns and 
<‘.axTiag('S have b(um set aside and others sul)stituted, and 

<r 1820-1898. Naval olllvor. Made coniiiuuKlcr iu IHOO ami a rtMir-tuUulral iu 1877. 

IL Doc. 4(!i, pt 2 
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we arrived in time to Jinish an earthwork that the rebels 
have been engaged upon for more than two years with an 
average labor of five hundred per day, and which yet showed 
signs of unabated activity. 

An explosion of a magazine this morning caused great 
loss of life, more indeed than the attack. I shall leave to 
the newspapers to acquaint 3"ou with the details of our op- 
erations, and only write to express my congratulations at 
the event which appears to me very important, & to express 
the hope that we may long be able to spare the services of 
Gend Butler. 

Please present my compliments to Mrs. Spiugue and to 
Miss Chase whom I have not seen for a long time. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Dan’l Ammkn. 


Fwm Ilordce 

IMew York, May /<%6\ 

My dear Sir: I presume you ava aware tliat M(\ssrs 
O’Conor and Shea, counsel for Jefferson Davis, will appear 
in Richmond on Monday next, at the opening of the U. S. 
Circuit Court there, expressly to urge on the trial of (heir 
client, or at all events, to procure an assignment of a time 
certain at which that trial shall take place. 

1 write to beg you to be present on that occasion and to 
preside over the court if possil:>le; and, if anything needs to 
be done to render it proper, to do so, I am confident that an 
inHmation from yourself to the Attorney General will se- 
cure the requisite action. 

You know, dear sir, that our friend Judge Underwood will 
be out of his depth on such an o(‘.casion, and that it is indis* 
pensahlc that the hearing as well as the action of tlu^ (X)ui‘t 
shall bo such as will command respect oven whores it fails to 
secure approval. 

I will say no more, but profoundly trust that the procc^ed- 
ings to be bad on this occasion will be guid(vl to a lit isslu^ 
by youi’sclf. 

Y ours , Ho RAO e ( 5 re e i y . 


ff 1811-1872. 
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From W, G. Brmmlow.^ 

Knoxyille, East Tennessee, JxwieW ^\ 1866 , 

Mt Dear Sir: Your kind letter was forwarded to me by 
iny Secretary, and my Proclamation convening an extra- 
session appears in the Nashville papers of this morning. 
The call is for 4th of July. We shall have no trouble in 
passing the Amendments in the Senate, but I anticipate 
trouble in the House. T wish Fowler, Maynard & Stokes 
could ])e at Nashville. The party of the President, the 

My Policy’’ men will do all they can to defeat us. In 
this Union end of the State, composed of 31 counties, we 
have lU'.wspapers, and seven of them are in the service 
of the President and the rebels. ‘^Mohnson Olulis” arc 
being organized, and they have money as they need it. I 
know not where it (‘-omes from. The patronage of the 
Federal Government is bestowed upon rebels and (‘copper- 
heads alone, in this State. 

The Pivsi(l(‘.nt had taken siu*h a noble stand in 18dl, and 
had beam so badly treated by the Ih^lmls, that I thought he 
would ivmaiu linn and trim. But I have long sin(‘e given 
him up. lie has (‘.oiuieived the idea of a m‘ond and 

to re(‘eive it, he puts himself at th(^ lunid of th(^ rebels of 
th(^ South, and the copperh(‘-ads of the North, the latter, 
nu^aiu'r men than the former. 

I thiidc we can i)ass tln^ Amendments. We have a noble 
majority in both Houses, and no resolution (‘an pass either 
I Ious('. (mdorsing tlu’i lhvsid(mtand liis pobuy . Fortunately, 
myself and th(‘ legislature are in oflice until Ocitolxu-, 1867, 
more than a ycMir long(n\ 

I have kind ivcolUmtions of your frumdship when I 
lumdcxl aid. I was ple-ascxl when you were i)r()nu)t('xl to the 
high and responsibU'-. position of (5hi(d‘ Justi(‘-e; and my 
de(‘lH‘st r<‘grets nvo. b(U‘.ause you are not in th(^ ()ffi(*cO so 
poorly filkul by A. Jolitinor, His tiva(‘h(n’y is ruining us 
in the South, and seating upon us, like wolv(\s, the rebel 
foiTVS of all the seevded States. If tlu^ rebeds get tlu^ (‘con- 
trol of Tenru^ssem, w(^ union men will be; for<*ed to leave the 

«180r>-lH77, Itlnoraui |»rea(‘)u*'r IH'iO- ; edlior of KnoxvUlo Whfg ; 

UuiotilHi diirluf? tUo civil war; ^fovernorof Tcuiichhcc Scamlorfrom TcxmcH- 

Hco 1809-1H75. 
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State. For all this, J.. Johnson is to blame, and. no one 
else. His secret detectives are all over the South, under 
pay. But I must close. I write you frankly as 1 do all 
friends, and I write you facts, with this exception, that 
matters are even worse than I present them to you. 

Veiy truly, &c, &c, 

"W. (t. Bkownlow, 

Governor of Tennessee^. 


From. Wager Swagre, 

Headquarters, District of Alaha:ma, 

Montgovierg^ Aho.^ Dee. 10^ hWL 

My dear Sir: I have a great deal to thank you foi* in 
the very kind tenor of your favor of 4^*^' inst., and its inter- 
esting and valuable statements. 

Before it reached me, ray own mind had settled on tlu‘- 
same conclusion you express. The vapid growth of ])ur- 
pose to enforce at all ha; 2 ards the Congressional plan of r(\s- 
toration, its power, and the measures proi)osed to that (md, 
made an impression here, which made it seem to many of 
us wise to attempt immediate ratification. 

Accordingly, on Thursday morning was s(mt in tlu^ nuss- 
sage of which 1 sent you a copy. It produced a markcHl 
sensation, but no sensible recoil. That night w<‘. thought 
we should succeed, we seemed to be in full poss(vsHion of tlu^ 
Senate. The strain however was s(WTre, siudi as only (‘.ould 
be due to the threatening programme of a Tcundtorial gov™ 
ernment with indefinite results. For it was und(miahl(‘, tliat 
the people, ignorant, proud, and without mail fa(‘iliti(‘us w<‘r(‘ 
not yet up to the necessity, and would he s(‘ver(‘- upon who- 
ever should act favorably without (tonsuiting thetn. And 
yet so vivid was the memory of that this dr(‘ad 

would have been overcome. 

Unfortunately, a dispatch had goiu^ to (Jovcu’nor Parsoiis, 
asking counsel. It came, emphatic that the Anumdimmt 
at once rejected, and that the Lc^gislatuint mo(‘t again in 
January. 1 don’t bedieve this had tint inspiration of th(‘ 

«1834~1902. Lawyer and Soldier. At thin time (Jeueral Swayne wax In enujuamd of 
the diHtrict of Alabama. 
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President, yet it was openly asserted that it had. The cry 
was raised '‘we cant desert our President,’*’ and quite soon 
it was plain that a vote was unavoidable, and that the 
measure would be lost. Then all those w^ho were willing to 
hazard their positions on the consequences of success fell 
into line and we were left with scarce a force to muster. 
But they went home with sad hearts. 

When they come back, they’ll be prepared for either 
course. Meanwliile the Governor, I think, will follow up 
the new direction. He goes tonight to Florence, where he 
lives, and probably will speak this week at Huntsville and 
Tus(^imbia. Then he expects to go to Washington, and 
others with him, to confer, and see the ground, and to fond 
off a possible disruption. I still hope we ma}" ratify when 
he comes back. 

A w('ek ago, a ])ill was introduced resembling Stuarts 
proposition. That is the programme seems to have been to 
amend tlu'- (u)nstitution of this State ac(‘ording to impartial 
suffrag(‘, and them ask r(q7 resen tation leaving the amnost}^ 
(pK'-stion in the hand of Congress. This 1 am told is popu- 
lar, and the numilx'r is sustaiiuul by his constituents. 

My friends who go to Wushingdron desire your acquain- 
tan(*.e. I bid tluun go, because I like to swell the number of 
your friends. 

Prc\sent very kindly to the ladies, wlum you write. I 
am gratefully and resi)e<dfully, 

Yours Waoku Swayne. 


Fro'iH, John Jay. 

Union Leaoue Ci.ub, 

Nnr } ^orh J(vn, <7^^ 186^ 

My Hear Jiukje Cuask — Thanks for your not<'> the first 
I have had tlu^. pleasure of receiving from you for a long 
time. 1 wrote you oru^.e from Eux’ope, but do not know if 
my lett(u* reached you. 

In regard to tlub Constitutional Amendment & the excep- 
tion it makes for (udme, 1 rcigret that language had tiot been 
used BO lAiiixx as to allow of no difference of opinion or 
construction, in view of the disposition that was sure to 
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exist in the rebel states to strain every point in favor of 
slavery. 

I believe that in abolishing slavery in the Northern States, 
no such exception was deemed necessary to save the right 
of imprisonment for crime — and I am not sure that I regard 
your suggestion that the exception applies not to slavery 
but only to involuntary servitude, as having the c,on<*lusivo 
weight with my mind that it has with yours, if one looks 
only at the language employed, for in the clause there 
shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude ex(‘ept 
for crime,” the words ‘^neither” Sc ‘^nor” seem to place 
slavery & involuntary servitude in the same catcgox\v. But 
I am entirely clear that such was not the ititent of Congress, 
nor of the State Legislatures that adopted tlie Amendment 
nor of the American people whose will they were express- 
ing in that vote — I think that the Supreme CJourt have 
the right & that it is their duty to give the clause a (*, 011 - 
struction that will prevent the re-establishment of slavery 
in any form under the pretence that it is sanctioiuMl by the 
Amendment, & the sooner we have a dual adjudi(*ati<)n to 
this effect the better. 

Touching the pending Amondniont I had not shared the 
impression to which you refer that it admithal by impli(^a- 
tion the exclusive right of the states to (X)ntrol the Suffrage 
question. 

The decision which 1 most wish to see pronounced hy 
your Court is that the adoption of the Amendment abolish- 
ing slavery has destroyed the only exception re(‘.ognizc(l hy 
the Constitution to the great ixrinciplo of th(^ Declaration of 
Independence and that from the date of the adoption of the 
Amendment all persons black So white stand u])()n an iHiual 
footing — & that all state legislation estahllsluiig or rcHiogni;^- 
ing distinction of race or colour are void. This is a propo- 
sition easy to be understood, & 1 think capable of easy 
demonstration. It would give us a l)road National policy 
on which to re-construct the Union. & I think it would be 
cordially welcomed by all truly loyal dt^ens, as one 
demanded by our situation necessities ’ one which 
will clear our path of various troublesome questions that 
make our progress difficult. 

I read your opinion in the Milligan case with warm adinira- 
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tion of its clear statement & sound logic, Init with profound 
regret that you were not speaking for the majority of the 
fTudges. If, as the public begin to fear, their denial in that 
case of the powers of Congress, is any index to the yiew 
they are prepared to take of the great questions that will 
come before them in reference to reconstruction, our situa- 
tion is certainly a grave one. & it will requiiPiiiore wisdom 
that the Republican managers have sometimes shewn to sur- 
mount successfully the formidable opposition no longer of 
a simply obstinate Presidenf’s defjdng the will of the people, 
])ut of an Executive furnished with a (‘institutional stand- 
point ))y the Supreme Judiciary, giving validity to his acts, 
& checkmating Congress at the most eventful moment by 
denying its powers & annulling its Rgnslation. 

I cannot consimt to Ixdieve tliat we ai‘e lo 1)0 l)rought 
into this dilemma— & that appoint(H'.s of Mr. Lincoln are 
ivady to imitate tluii late. Chief flustice in making the Courts 
th(‘ chi(‘f sui)port of tlu' advocnite-s of slavany & the Rcdadlion. 
The ban', ichui of the relud staters casting their vad-es for 
eh'ction in Ihe blacks Ixnng ex(dud(xl - & giving us 

again a (hnmxu’atic & reixd g(_>v. is altogether intoI(n*al)l(‘ - 
& yet that is what the Northern l)('m(X‘,ra(‘y Ix'gin t,o hope' 
for. & ('.xpect. 

Mrs. Jay & my ehildixm who an^all well r(X‘ipr(X'tit(‘ your 
cordial good wishers & I am 

Always faithfully yours 

John elAY. 


yrovi' IK C. 

Rosuvn, Lon(J Island 

Juiu' \U(l ASVAV 

My dlarSir— I thank you for your hdter of ih(' 19th, 
whi(5h is admiral)le in ('-very r(^spe(‘t. Wlnm 1 wrot(‘ to you 
the tide was running so strongly in your favor h(‘n' tliat 
is to say in New York- -that it seenuxl to mi' impossihh^ for 
the Convention of the 4th of July to avoid nominating you 
for till'; PiTsidmicy. You have surveyixl the ground from 


william Ciilh'n Bryant, 17l)L IH7F. Mr. Bryant was ndllor in (‘hi(‘f of tluuNcw York 
Kvtming Boat, 1H2B-187H* ClmHu'H IntB^r rufornsl to i.s printed in SeliuekerjH’H Uk\ r»SK, 
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a higher point of view and with a more comprehensive 
vision. 

Parties will probably require another term of four years 
to adjust themselves to the new state of things consequent 
upon the civil war, and the reduction of the rebellion. In 
some way or other the policy of equal suffrage that is to 
say, suffrage without distinction of color, must be accepted 
sooner or later by both parties as the permanent policy of 
the country — as not onl^^ just but necessary to its domes ti<‘- 
peace. 

There is much in what you say of the power of influencing 
public opinion at the South which 3^0111* present ndation to 
political parties will give you. I have no doubt that tln^ 
power will be exercised iii such a manner as to add to the 
obligations which your country alread}^ owes you. 

I am, dear Sir, very truly yours, 

W. 0. Br'V'^ant, 


FTom> Bamuel WarS.^ 

New York .My IHOH, 

My hear Sir Mr. Craig & others of the N Y Delegation 
assure me tliat you could have boon nominated l)y Nc^w 
York, Maine, Massachusetts, It. Island, (xeorgia & Wis(x)n- 
sin on the 22nd ballot. Anticipating this Mr. Cook, who 
had laid the plot against you the oveming previous with, 
Johnson, Martin & another Ohioan (Mr. Vallandigham) 
threw Seymour’s name into the convention and l)lew up the 
ship. I think Seymour was sincere & (undid had (mough 
sense to disbelieve in the possibility of his (doction but so 
flattering a demonstration of Dcmoerati(‘. (mthusiasm, over- 
whelmed him. 

You will SCO in today’, s “World” that lu'. inado an carnc.Ht 
speech in your favor in the N. Y. Delegation yp„stcrday atn, 
& that the vote taken gave you 37 vot(‘..s agaitust 24, J 1. 
votes of the Ohio Delegation had likowi.s(( Ixuni .secured, 

Mr, Cook’s desperation carried this unhappy nomination 
by a ^coup da matnd 

«18X4“1884. Banker, polftleian, and lUtt^'ralcjur. 
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John A. Green, who was in the secret, was asked bj^ Mr. 
Cook to get Se^nnour out of the way. He went to Van 
Buren & begged him to entice the Governor from his seat. 
This Van B refused to do — So that I & mine were true to 
our convictions & feelings. 

Yours sincex*ely 

Sam^ Ware 

P. S. 1 am giving it as iny opinion that the Keconstruc- 
tion portions of the Platform were distasteful to you. 

s. w. 


I enclose a checked ballot of the N. York Delegation of 
yesterday morning. Checked off by Mr. Nutter Mr. Craig’s 
(Jerk, a young N. Hampshire lawyer & a great devotee of 
yours. 


From ir, Jfahtead,^ 

Cincinnati, 0<i, 1869. 

Dear Sir: It has been a good while since I wrote you or 
h(‘Rrd any thing from you (lir(H‘.tly. Tlie last that 1 saw 
from your pen was the h'lter published in the Now York 
Sun in which you had not heard of any Chas(^ movement 
and (‘xpr(\ss(Kl your willingness to h^f the PiTsidcnuy pass. 

Now while many do, I do not doubt your sinc^erity in that 
l(^tt(U', and yet T write to say that presently I think you will 
hear of Chase movemumts- - of a gremt varii'.ty of Chase move- 
ments. Tt may liappon to be a (‘.oimJdence that about the 
time Chas(‘. droppinl the JhT-siden(*y from his mind, th(‘. p(U)- 
ple of the IFnitcd States saw -what they had n('glocted or 
faihul to see- that Chase as the foremost man in tlic nation 
was th<^ littest man for the chi(ff magistra(‘y. 

Perhaps you may have taken note that the (hdV'iit of Mr. 
Pendh'ton in Ohio was the Ixsst x)ossible initiatioii of a Chasi'- 
movmmmt in the Mississi])pi valky. It mov(‘s now and 
will go on. Of (U)urse you must b(^. xKudVe.tly s(‘.ren<i and 
still. Let it go on of itsidf. 

Th(i Hoffman movement in N(W York is good/for you too. 
It (‘.annot amount to anything; and will do to turn in to you. 

Grant andTk>utw(Jl are both in eff(X‘f working for you. 

rt Murat IlalKtciwl, 1H29— . Journalist. 
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The better the condition of the finances the less trouble with 
the Greenbackers. The Fifteenth Amendment will go too; 
and the negroes have not forgotten jmu. Y ou can’t convince 
a colored man that Chase is not sound and true. And you 
see too that Grant is doing all that he can for you. Borie, 
Eobeson, Belknap and so forth count for the Chase move- 
ment. 1 will be in Washington in November and expect to 
call upon you. 

Eespectfully & truly 

M. Halstead. 


Frmn, Johns llo 2 )hms.'^ 

Balto June U, 1870. 

My dear Sib: I have received your kind letter of June 
20®, and return you my thanks for your cordial expression 
of good will. 

I unite with you in the earnest wish that the University 
and Hospital bearing my name, may prove to be substantial 
blessings to the community. I have confided tlui manage- 
ment of each institution to competent trustees and I shall 
take care to place at their disposal means sufficient to main- 
tain both institutions. I may therefore indulge tlu‘, reason- 
able hope that my friends will not bo disappointed in the 
practical utility of these undertakings. 1 am very truly atid 
sincerely your friend 

Johns PIotkins. 


a 1795-1873. Merchant and capitalist, founder of the Johns Hopkins University and 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. 
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